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. REVVARD OF, ™
- RELIGION. , \( |
Deliuered in fundrie Leturesvpon -
the Booke of Ruth,whereinthegodlymay
b fee their dayly both inward and outward * -
trials, with the prefence of God -

= 7 toafliftthemjandhis mescies ' o /
. ' . "to recompence them, _ . '

Verieprofitable for this prefept time of -

dearth, whercin many are moft pittifully

~ tormented with want;and al(G worthy to bee -
confidered in thisGoldea age of the prea=

y ching of the word, when fomevo- - . :
mis v‘g the loathfomnes ther- ' .

of,aad otherefallaway .. - .

: to,damnable. - o o "
oL feewnity, Co ' ‘

. Lvc.i2.32. o
Fearenot little flocke, for st is your fatherswill. . . -
.. regineyos akingdome. - -

. e . o > .
Ciprianin theend ofthe 6 Epaftlib.g, . |
Deerely beloued brethren,ler thisberooted inyourheaies, letthis = - p
_bethe preparation of your weapons , let this be your ‘Medita- o
ticn day and nighe cofeg before your eyes. and Confider with .
mind and {encesythe puttithments of the wicked ,° avith there- . -
wardsand deferts of the. righteous : what penaltic he threats
nethto them thatdense him', and whas glory he promifeth ca )

s

) ehem which corifeffchim. = . L
o Seevead allowed. =~ - .
: Printed at London by lebnprimtet, '

o 1608, -
4 o - N ‘ ' A_A_A
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- Honourable¢, - vertudus and
Chriftian Ladie, the Ladie Mat-
garee, Basronngfie Ddcres of the Sosth, . -
. grace; mercy, -and peace, be- mul- . .
-+ . tpliedin this lifc prefent, and eter- :
T nall feliciticin the lifeto
Lo o ‘ T come.. . - ..

~—

N O\ Ioht Homowrable La<
“&F, die:it is repoyted that
N 20¢ inbabitants of the
KO Yo7 Mountaine Cafsins by
d v\ *Seleucia, ar the third.
SFA X @, wﬂcb_q‘*‘tben{ébtdae
BURS S beboldthe Globe of the
ST 0 Sunne : othatonthe
dne fide they fee our accaflomed dirkeneffe,co- ©
weringtheface of shewhele bayth, on the other -~
- fidothe glifterimg beames of the [himing light,
A dtﬁhjﬂg the fadw.of the ‘wightly darkeneffé. -
X6 my opinion this hill doth very ﬁtl)ﬁfcﬁmi}k L
o Dl the




The Epiftle

‘  theexcelionte o shewordof God; and the <

babisanis tb_’gréf{;:be profeffors of Religion: for

long fince she Sunneof righiconfnes; the Sonne

of God departed from the Jight of theworld, and
declined like the Sunne of the firmament, bath

papab

darkenes .7 et40vs buing in thityworld)
lif_eﬁtém,: of hiis brightnes,\the light of bis .
itit the pépie‘:;g/ bis per(on', and the gloryof
hisgoodnes is most ewidemly’ manifefled by the’
Seriptuiss -and preaching sf bisholy word: fo
that there -wee behold infinite thoufands wal-
king in darkncie, and flanding o the left hand
of God ready for damnation : but heveweefeea’
Jew perfdas,profe(fors of Religion,: ltke the men
of Caffusy lining-in whe- fight-and prefence of
our Sauiour s (-whom.thiey behold [bimng in the
Scriptuyes).. and:flandng -on the vight hand
aiting for faluagion: For this canfe, rhe voyce
;} the eserpall God fswndeih [o dften vnto vi
in the Scriptures; thag wee yere under the

Prince of darkeneffe thas:we were darknediw

© oupcogitation, that it waswight | but now the

. day~flarre fram on high hathifitedvs,-and,
therefore wee mufl ugﬁmyﬂn decdes of darks,

ne(fs, andpus on the armaur-of chtyf . and,the.
tog

‘Scriprures euerywhercseflifie;

, .
it the Chireh,

d
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fDde dic dﬂc.
- f Godisin thetoppewf the momitains pechning

 therthe dignitieaf owricalling, asfarse exse

deth she: fancies of the:world as thebils arife. &
boue the vallies - of the: carshy.. This. is theiwe
falible woxd of life;and -all the nritmgs of. men
“prebut.she. Apes- biresf ;. framibhence. they
eard of thesr Golden ages, s boir. fear ofull wows
scrsther flrange innentions, andtheir iworea

 “dvble fltions, mhich they hane Brovted conees

#ing beauen amd_cirih. Whes, Ptolomeus
- Philadelphusking of Eqypr , . bisslaled bis fi:
ml;térwz,‘mlmd xz.z;jfedigiitlzﬂ( the
wentingsof -the. beatben, beeal(o by Ambaflar
Mbrg':bc bigh priéfin ludsh, obtained the
4T effument, mdﬁu Xewnes. of euery tribe, 18
- Tranflate is okt of Hebrew into Greeke:: them

Demetrins Phalatius, ove of the Schollersoft

Theophraltus ; - certified. the king, Moat-ax -
wang alshewrivings of thesr kesrwed Philofos
Phersythey anelyswercduine, ‘enithe Caleflix
albQracles of the-omeriafling God. Fortbhedr,
txstls the [ectet nature of enery bewrt is: forced:
&ocopfelfe far iheir (wbjfance ; ik s alogether
Weupied on heawenfy things, fortheir finceri~.
¢, @seftablifbed in she prorsifesfhim, wha.

" wwerchagerh,for their file meitheir ther prip..
' %;ﬂ)}a:o,; the.demonfiratias of Arifto-.

&z . de

s
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~



PRI - TheEpiftle _
tle.the inuentions of Hippacrates , the feight
#f Carneades, #he exclrmitimuf,Cicexo,vr
“#he conceits of Senccas-were itered i fa
- plaine eloguence or commindable phrafes. as
the. Scriptares.of our [abuasion, Alfo if your
der the often changes of the lawesvf
godleffe Gentsles, you fball perceine shat they
banebad as vaany Religsons as genermionsrbnt
you fball find thas wee hase mow the Religion of
Adam, she faithef Enoch,.the Arkeof Nos
ah, shefacrifice of Abraham , and allshétrae
 worfhip of Gods as the Church poffe(fed is; many .
thowfand.geeres. agoe s and all becaufe the sule
bireof, the heanenly word af God remaimerhfow
ez, Lycurgus the beft davo-maker rhar enin
was amimyg the Gentiles, ohenee fam bis lawes
20 be amindled of the Spaviaines.for very gricfe
theresfs famifbed bimftlfe s Cri(fa. The lawess
" whichPapius ¢ Tulius gane o the: Romaned,
were difowulledby Seuceusy whe Emperowy sall,
‘theworlderveth, [ome one wayy and fome ane-
_her mowsmally copderoning vach others fapir:
fiitian, onely she Church of Gud) in cuery 4g8.
. vetayned one God, one faishyome Baptifime ;and
" ot fubflance of Religiony becaufe it folowarh.
snevayce of the boly Ghaft, [peaking in the
Scripturcs.18 were infinite tofet dovone ethe
commaditic weeregeine by this heanenly wri=
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. Dedicarosie, R
Ying:By it onir manners ave malls fivoh; omasinide
Inpracted; our-lines bleffed, and'weedehsered

From dshrifme, Pagawsfine and-Papifu, g *

Hheifowe denietlyal. thinges. Paganifing corra
seth wltthinges,- and: Papifme confoundesh ol
 thinges; thereforebytheword af. God, wee ave
Yrseds from dovbring:the truth, dvcoining owr
owne fbiles; and codfiunding Religion,. — dmd
~Bécaufe: shis requiveshy fome proofo, toafhech
yosir o 19 beare-with my tediouneffe, while I
manyfoft my minde o' briefly as I miay, owiite
- img<_Ashoifmn fisser for dagges wobeienc, then
wen Woprofeffe,. I will briefly dexliveshow the
Gephiles, ( fuch aspee were before the worde
wrought onr calling;, ) bane - falfifed 1he whole
Scripre and corrupsed the tradition: thereaf
with the insentions - of thelr owne Pyss: and
how the Papifls aré bur confounders of Heathe.
wifme, berefie andChriftianitie. Fivfiso begim
with the Gemtiles, while. reafon sild sisture en
Sorced shem to confoffe 4 God,{ which 15 onely
andtyviely learned inthe Scriptures,Jobeyima.
Lineda mulsisude of gods and \Godldvfes, in
. 't(qé’&qr‘ipﬂlre:w’-ﬁnd&‘tbe_ﬁve;kimbérvoﬁthl
- emerienation badaperwliay God > T e Fidwmis
~ unsipdSirianshad Aftavoth; - or sswome call
bin Aarves, the Moabites bud Chemoth =
shes A mmonites bad Milcon or Moloch
Ty, & 4 t&



| * TheEpittle!
 The Babiloriidns Be), the Phitifiines Diagon, the
1o Egiptians worfbigped misuybeafles, bub.. ofpeci-

< afly afbecpe: among therwriters, wei findéhat
he Arheniaps; had Apolla ind Minerua, 5.
‘Boetian. Thebes, Bacchus .end Hercubesy

Carthagehad luno, Cypresand Paphus; Viex
s, Rhodesn Apallo, Tenarus,Nepune,sbe

:Creebes apd Epbefians; Disna, the Romsinet -
- Mars; the Jraliaps, Lanis the Arabians Diald:
\ “Tes, T he Germaises Tibilenus, she men ofafc
- ﬁt:d? Coeleftus, andthe Moores haue worfhipe
pedthegourrnonresof sheir Coupris... Thus -

- tbq surned theglory of she mcorrupsible God

inio the fimilitude of coryuptible - sroasures, w5 . -
birdes,beafles, fifbes andferpenses,and wandred
Withoyt Godwhle they fromed 1o shenfeluess

- powltitude.of Gods, andlthe beft they vould innés,

 mereinfull and abbowingble secctches fuch 45

excerded allothers in nptoviods rimnes, ds 16bwid
't4ﬁ0{bm W, if i1 voerg ta mypurpofe: ¢ mereguex
 hey hase forfaken mot. inely. the true Gody by
- hane blossed themawresgf sheir maft. famousmf

leaning theworthicfl inbel,andlifsing thaworft

1829 heauen... For might.wvsshey as well wade
Socrates #.Gojfer his wifed ome; whoe Apollo
bimfelfs honoyred with bis. Oracle: Pantoon
Androgn Seckages Sephotatassf almé So.
C P times SNEL G s
“Rattio: i

T crates

e



S edicatotie, | R
siatesmarthemifefs : Avtides edoeled them
lbin inftice; Themiftocles forvearrey . Alex- e
’%andgt:ta*bm-,l’olycrates'»im felicise,. .
.Demofthenes in eloqm;Wlm;mfm :
‘gmttbm@ato\,ngvdi;m.tbtﬁ. Scipio,
, mwor affable:then. CamiBus, ' mare. €% '
P tben Tl Calarimor bappia then Sylla, wore.
j: <wealbhy the Craflus, or more. religiedsthes 2
T ;Numa:,P..o;p'pi!iUs»?’tisu:ly;;q_one_ _among &l l\
’.  thnir dewrls, 1 swemld [y goddes. with whinss all
_ghe nasionsof the carth have commitied formie W
© gation. 18 Jatker simes the Romaines hadon- - |
. dypowertoonficrate goddes, as now the Bepe
' andbisCapdinAldoc challerge the [ame. R Ca
. ‘.:goujc(xahu‘:.;:- &(WM,mﬂhc k@aq&%g(
- the godly breaken ﬁem-:tngﬁd:jrtkqtm S
| Gittieinuentedoney Gods yus - eweric familt i
bad theg bawfhould ‘geddes..commitied ok ‘
sric with bivdes of the ayre;; and beafies of - the
_earth, men and women, Moo and. Sianes,
- . Sunne and Angelles cuen 16.the “Affes headsas "
commioplypatibe jexpent liveth.on she duf o -
.as greedilyasshe Lion ‘vanegeth whes-hs fat-
Cdetha ey, - Tbe fiudic afironemie visifr
- Baglesashe little bizde, from " the Lion 10 the
. distledegge frame theWhalcso. the. Lietle fifb, -

“ad from. sesfopeble Greatires 14 v eafinable -
ST menflers:
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.The prﬁle

 minsieis:besae they wouldbie: fome crour

fottbarmpum tl:q sranflased thesy Fdols  to
‘e figmes in heasen.: Mnf‘mth light
e ward of “bife omce /hmedmtbewwld, they

- pereesded sheir awne. follies, reniscced ther

ol cricours and recesned vhe. wholefome  doe-
$rime of the oncly trwe and eterwall God : for as
#be Lisnsrunwe ssehefight of a' fivcbrande , as
‘BheCuckasrife -fiethwhen fhee: fanoreth he
\Weaftll, and the cloudesflie away when the Nov-
ﬂwm windeblowesh, 5 thefe fbrilbies of Sa-

uimadc/amred | throwgh the fimpli-

t\u’it of she firipuares, they full agoine iuto
shebyefbof. tbcﬁqﬂmlnr avd i wonld to God
“phey were for ewerbavied in bis bastymlefe king-
Méa Ao thitwhishwe finde inthe word of
“God cencervingshe creation the foud the reple-
wifbing of the carth, the begwmg vr confis-.

fion'of tomgues, defirncison. of Sedvme ani

.varfln' the deliuerse of the Mralitesfrom B-

gipt, she miracles of Mofes and iron, the

“outrtbwowe of thie: Camanites whome tbcy cail
-Phegnicians, the building of Silsmons Tem-
“ple, the [cattering of the Tﬂbe: oft Ifpiell, the
birthof . Cbrg&tbeddrlwﬂ‘ as his deash; and-
- ¥he preaching of the Apofties : “they bave” cor.
supted with fond Additions, wilfull dewifes; in -

. ~?v_tolkr451eblq/}bmms,gmrmtrotataom,f”zz o




b R e e e
’ Dedidatotie,
which sf 1 fhomid follow, 1 mesght make s largd,
Uolume: enelythas much I willbee: bald tofsy, °
- 2has abthewsfedors of th: Gemtiles wiasnotbwg . .
but the doctrime of douels, and vhres il she werkd ~
) before the commaing of € brift s withois.she .
true mvh%:gaodylymm‘:mlym .
The learmed bane mased shefé fouve as.1he e
werull beadss of annciews captininie, the fofinn
Bbbryfu;bémhmliud%um
preferned wy peace; followed wo sommendable
- Mindof lifeburencry one did shas which. pleae
Jedbim, sovhe dgrace of mnkind, refaing
encly thas whichwas good; whd iogesher coie
bragingrhivwhesh was acewrfed ;T hew owy fu-
Wore acsimwnrof the life of s mansbewshe biowd ,
of'a bealy shen whiy mmingled shemfeiues like
drutifh ersasures in gemeration byather with |
[fier, fasher sty dunghrer s uwidwosher wich
. O [omme , shewshiir- flrenghh wis their law,
i Wotir Aeflr o way Koy connfeliogry sheir sffecti-
' s pkdcd,t&é&i_»ﬂgminrdgm%a»ﬁk»
allice was trémeanes. W exeoute sheir orwels
12 The fecmpd béad or Jountaine:of falfefbrod
anong 1he Gentsles, is called Scythifme, be
- oanfedt was firft praclifeddmong she Scyshians,
& barbar > andl éryel) people; differing iz‘tijé"a-.’- .
S thing
-



) — - ..
" ~ o ) N o~
bowrocef e LT - C o
. - e b - ~ 0 ~ N .
[N L . . - P -
. STyt R .. . -
e 23 v . . .
. Tt : R . . - . R
. o . ~ - B
e . B 3
. : .
. ; . \
, B \ “ - . . .
[ ST . S . . - !
- - E - )
ot : s N . : 3
. o - L . e . ST
. C o .~ T . - . . - .
~ P Y . N LT s -7
PR . .
. ¢ - .
RV B . : . .
i : . L . -
. T s ! : .
Lol R - .
TR e f ¢ ‘ ~
“y = O S } o . . e
e g : .
[ . :
o .
o
" . N N A
’ - N
A ' A




- TO THE RIGH'P

- Honourabl¢, vertudus and

Chriftian Ladie, the Ladie Mat- '» .

gdm, Basronngfie - Ddcres: vf the South,

. grace, mercy, -and peace, be mul-
- . tipliedin this lifc prefent, and eter~
» . T nan fehcmcmthchfcto '

oo taL Ly T ¢ome..

¥ &\ Izht Hotmuéle La-
- die : it is repoyted that -
o the inbabitants of the
o -mountaine Cafsius by
)+ “Seleucia, 4 the third
@4 watchof  the might doe
= behold the Globe of the.
: Y Sunme :]i)tbatamﬁe ,
one f dl tluy Jeeour accuflomed darkeneffe, co-
nering the faceof ¥ thewhele éarth, on the other
. fidothe gliffering beames of the /bmmv light, -
dy?byug ths fhadewiofthe wightly darkeneffe.
Ismy opm:m shis hill dosh very fitlyrefemble
| ¥ 2 the




The Epiftle

 Wreecdlestledfshewordof God; and thebb<
< Rdbsrants thereof the profeffors of Re/tgxan for -
long fince the Sunneof rezhiconfnes; the Sonne
dfGod departedfrom the Jight of the world, and
dz'dmed like the Sunne of the firmament, bath
z{ iuta[adl ‘076 of ¥he wholelcartl i
P darkenes. Y ets0s luing in thisworld,
ze beames of his. bri hma,l;l)e light of bis
i7it, tbe powér bis perﬁn >, and the glory of
bisioodnesis mést cuidensly' mawifefled by tfyc
Scyiptusss -and preach: nwf hisholy word: fo
that there wee bcbdd infinise thoafands wal-
king in darkne([e, and flanding o the left hand
of God ready for damnativm : but beyeweefeea
Jew per[das,profe[Jors of Religion,- lske the men
of Caffus\ lruing in he ﬁqln a:rd efence of:
ouy Sausour, (whomsbiey behold !)mmq in the
.S‘mptan:) end: flandspg -on the vight hand
1iting for faluation: For this canfe, rhe voyce
’}tbe eterpall God fsundeih fo often vnto vi
in the Scriptures; ttap wee svere under the
Prince of darkeneffe, thatwe were darkntdin
. ourcogitation, thas it waswight | but now the
day~flarre framon bigh . batg(w.ﬁ:dw, and,
therefore wee mafl cafFaway the deedes of darks.
ne[f, andpus on the armour of Jefbt, andthe
5 cr:pmre.c emrywberc tM ﬁc, at the. Chw‘;




|

|

!
I

»

- ‘8 Godisinthetoppewf Eﬁe’madrdxfjkehi% '

Dedicatoiie.

s the dignitieof awr calling, asfaree exsels
Wt the: fancies of theworld,as thebils. arsfe. 4
boue the vallies -af the. earslr;. This ss theim:
fallible word of life ;aud -all the wrissngs of- mew
“gre.but.the. Z’[v: ’bfrtq’ 't fram bense. they
beard of thesr Galden ages, s beir. fearefull wom,
sdvies,thesy flrange innentions, andtheir. incres

“@sble fiitions, mbich they hane brosked conges

#ing heauen and _éarth. When. Ptolomeus

.- Philadelphus king of Egype , buslded bis fa

wnans Librayic, and had fwenifbedit with al( the
wrwtingsof the. beatben, beeal(o by dmbaffas
wovsva the bigb‘;p‘:;.j@‘in Iudah obtasned thy
&dTeffumenty and i

b Oracles of the :eweriafling God. Forthedr

txublr the fecvet mature of enery bowms-is: forced:

tocopfiffe far sheir (ubjfance ; % is altogethrer

Waupied on heauenjythings, fortheir finceri<.

14¢, €815 cftablifbed in the prorsifeof him, whe.
. erchageth for thir flilemeitheir their prip-.
~ eipletef Plato, the damonjirasia: s of Arifto-.

- %

L e

R
[
. .

e ines. of caery tiibe, 18
- Lranflate is odt of Hebienr imto Grecke - them
- Demetrius Phalarius, sve of the Sehollersoft
Theophrattus ; - ceetified the ‘king, Mutax =
peang all thewrivings of thesr kesrwed Philofox
- phersythey onclyweredsuine, ‘anithe Caleflix




L . TheEpiftle i
tle che iwnentions of Hippacrates , thé feight
#f Carneades, #he axalfmdtw:cvaicero, or

‘#he conatits of Senccay-were vitered i fa
plaine tlagience: or comimendable phrafes, as

vhe Soriptars of our falastion, Al 3f
Ho, confider. the ofien changes of the lawesvf
godleffe Gentsles, you foall perceine thas they
banehad ssmany Religsons as generarions:bwt
you [ball firid thas wee hasie mow the Relégion of

Adam, the faithaof Enoch,.the Arkeof No:
ah, shefacrifice of Abraham, and allshetrae

 worfhip of Godyas the Church poffe(fed is, mamy -
thowfani yeeres. agoe ; and all becaufe the ruie
bereof, the heanenly word of God remaiwerhyfow
caer, Lycurgus the beft lav-maker thay ente

Wwas amonyg the Gentiles, Jobenee faw bis lawes
10 be amended of the Spaviaines for very griefe
thereof, famifbed bimfelfe us Criffa. The lawos

" which Papius ¢ lulius gane o the Rowsnes,
were difuwnllenby Seucrusy: she Emperowr 1all -

‘theworlilerreth, [ome one way; and [ome ans-

-Eher mnsnally copdemming tach others fapers

Jiition, onclythe Church of Gody in caery agé.

vetayned owe God, ome faithyome Baptifme and
" owefubflanice of Religion, becaufe it folioweth.
anevayee of the boly Ghoft, [peaking in the

Scripturcs,18 wexe infinite tofet devne alb:she
cammoditie wee regeine by this heasenly wri—

-~
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Y;kg':Bj iliurm?mi(ﬂak}nbi{iﬁ#;wé&
Infiracted, our.lies bleffed, andwee velideréd |-
Jrom AtleifmeyPagawsfine and: Pipifome, A=

hrifmedenictlsall. thinges. Paganifing corrup-
seth altthinges,  and: Papifme: confounderh oll
thinges; thereforebyshewordof . God wee are
froed from  dodbting:the truth, J_(éohd)gg owr
owne [viles, and cosfinnding Relgion,. ~ And

-bécaufe.1his requiversy fome. proofe, 1 beflech

yesiv o 10 beare with my tediufne(fe; while I
minyfeflmy minde [o"briefly a5 1 wminy, omiite
#ing-_Atheifme fiscer for dogges vobutéene then
wien yapiofeffey 1 will briefly detiareshow the
Geghiles, (- fuch as e were before the worde
wronght our calling; ) bane falfifed she whole
Scripture and-corrupsed the tradition- theresf
with sheinwentions: of their owne. Patss> ank
harw the Papifis aré bus confounders of Heathes
wifme, berefie andChyiftiapitie. Fivfiso begim
witl the Gentilos, while. reafon aid tiature en
Yorced: them to conféifé a Gody( whichis onely
andtynely learned in the Scriptures;fobey ima.
gintds muliisude of - gods and Goddyffes, in

. the Scriptureswe findothe memion bereof, shad
 ewerienation bad aperliar God o T e Ziidomi
- unsdndSirianshad Aftasorh; - or asvfome call

-bink Alartes, the: Moabites bud Chemofh =
the«dmmonises had Milcon or Moloch;
Ty, ) % 4 ‘&f

— ]




 TheEpiftle!

‘ ’i?hBMﬁ‘ﬂchl,f&tWiﬂlDﬁgﬁﬂ,ﬂk

- Egiptians werfbipped minvybeafles, but. ofpeci

afly afbeeperamong otherwriters, weé findibat

_he Asheninns,had Apolla ind Minkrva, #h¢.

Creetes and Epbefians; Dianay the Ramaines
- Mars, the Italaps, Ianuis,the drabisns Diafd:
tes, T he Germaines Tibelenus, the men.ofafe.
igae Coaleltus, and the Mosres haneworflipe
- J:hgwfu_drmfcbdr Coumsrie.._ Thut
“they surned theglory of the smcorrupsible Ged
inéo vhe fimilisude of coryuptible Groatures, #s - -
Birdes  beaftes, fifhes and [y pemtes, and wandeed
“Withawt Godwhle they fromed to sher dues s
- poultisude.of Gods, andlthe beft they could imns, -
 werefinfull and abhominable syretches fuch 45

P

eafily
“ shey

Boesian. Thebes, Bacchus .omd Herculesy

Carthagehad luno, Cypresund Paphus; Vier
nius, Rbodes, Apollo, Tenarus,Neptuntssbe

F
7

exceeded allthersin natovious érimes; 4¢ 16ksid
ZLM if it voerg ta mypurpofes € miepnex
hhase forfskin mos, inely. the true Gody-but
Fuane blotsed thenawes of sheir maft fameys mé

leasing themorthicfl in el andlifsing theworft

ity heauen ... For might.wwtshey as well made
Soctratesa.Goffer his wifedome; whoe Apollo
imfelfo honoyred with bis_ Qracle: Pantaon

Androgn Secraes Saphiosatos,f 4iE Sor

S L L REER B
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o Dedicatorie,
Cratesmadthewifeft : Avilides edceled shem
walbin inflice; Themiltocles forarse; . Alex-

~anderswhosenr, Polycrates in felicitse, and

Demofthenes in eloguence : Who mas:mive .

o - graue themwCato,; more valiews thew. Scipio,

more affable then Camillus, ‘mare. exceliont
<tben 1 .Car/mone happi them SyHlay mivre
wealthy thep Craflus, ormare. religions:shew

* «Numa Rompilius? trwdly..uome .among ail
. Hheir deurls, 1 wonld (ay goddes, iwish swhimts ald

#be nasionsof the earth biwe committed forni..
- Cation. .. I8 Jatter timesthe Romaines hadin-

-y powertoconficrate goddes, as now the Pipe

«andbis Cordigls doe challengéthe [ame. th Ca-
: -ndm‘cf:z?m-.; B ;L«umm beartes:of
“2he godly bxeabe in funder. tocanfider thas.eutry
.cit:.ie’iakwdwigm- God; yus - eucrie familie

- bad shagg howhould, goddes..committed Lok,
Wdrie with kirdes of the ayre,. and beafles “of -the
earth, mett and women;  Moime. and: Sianzs,

- Sunne and Angclles cuen ti she Alfes hedds as ¥
“commioply-atipe [expent lincth.om. the. duft, or
a5 greedily dszbe Lion ‘tasiogeth when-he fi-
“{“b" rayy, Lbe  fudie &fironemic vixifiih
: t&ﬂff:tbfy dase-imagined, fignes . frong - she

" Baglesq.she lisslebirdey from” she-Lion 30 -the

. distledogge, frome the Whaleso. the lttle filh,
ars from. yesfouebe Freatires 14 varedonagle -

S 0T wenflers:




‘ - . .TheEpiftle ,
. winsters; becanfe they would buve: fome: chour
", Jorsheirimpictie they sranflased shesw Mol to
v hefignesinheanen.: But wow when the light
. ke ward of "life omce [hinedin the world, hey
T . pereesded sheir.ewne. follies; venisiced theiy
- ol ervowrs and yeceined dhe. .wholefome dse-
trime of the onely true and eternall God: for as
3t Lismsrunne asbe ight of 4" firebrande , as
2heCockasrife - flsethwhen fbee: fauoreth. she
‘ \Weafill .and the cloudesflie away when the Nov-
- -beren windeblowesh. [5 thefe [ubrilties of Sa-
Wbt being ance difoontred, shrough the fimpli-
"itie of ’:fe feriptures, they fall againe suto
she byeft of she frft Aushor, avd { wowld. to God
\they veexe for ewerbwvied in bis bontymlefe king-
wdowd, AYfo thiét whishwee finde inshe word of
"God cancerning she creation the foud the regle-
- wifbing of thecarsh, the beginving or confu-
 fion'of tomgues, defirnition of Sedome and
\ Gmurrbe,she deliuerse of the Ifraliseifrom B-
gipt, the mivacles of Mofes- and. Airon, the
“outrtbwowe of thie: Camanises whime they call
-Phegniciansy the building of Salsmons T em-
“ple, vhefcattering of the Tribes of Ifeiell, the
birthof . Chrifl, the darkneffe as bis doash;and-
- the preaching of the Apoftles : “vhey hawe cor..
 rapted wish fond Additions, wilfll dewifes; s -
" - dollerable blafphimwies: igmrfikiﬂhtiom.,wzz o

L -




Dedicatorie.
ked ity actions, wund. accarfed. deprasatiods,
which if 1 fbowid follow, Imsght make a largd, . -
Volume: enelythusmuch I willbee bold tofay, °
 $hus althewsfedang of th: Gemtiles wasnothwng . -
bug the doctrspe of dimels, and slss.all the werkd ~
before 1he commring of € hrift s wis withoir. she
tyue kn .gqéaod;bc.ltpi:miym .
T learmed Bane mased thefe fowre uas.the ge-
Bevull beadys of annciems captinitie, the frfbiv
Barbarsfime wherein menlinsdvnder no qusde,
prefersed wp peace; follewed po sommendable
 Rindof life.but ewery ene did shat which plea
Jedbim, sovhe. difgrace of -mupkind, refufing
oniely vhas whichwas good; indultogether enve
bratingsharwhich was accwrfed. T hew suafis
tisfied uwother.with bloudy rewiige,  wmaking#o
Yeve acsoumtof ihe life of & man voewthe bivwd
Pfu beaply shen whiy mingledhemfeines ity
Yrutifh eroasures-in gemeratron\brother with
[ifier, fasher ity dunghter ; wndvother with
¥ [otmne , shenhiir. fErenghh was their law,
Witsy ﬂfﬁﬂ'w Koy connfeliodr; sheir affecti
s pleadded theiyswil gand indpoment,amdthelr
wallice was dhcmeanes. 1 exeoute shicir eruels
12 The fecomd biad or fonintaine of folfefhbod
Amiong the Gentsles , i5 called S cythifme; be=
- oanfe st wasfirft praciifed among the Scythians, _
& barbar” and ¢ryél] people, differing i;‘:;a; .
- thing
oy 2




The prﬁlc 371
shingfram Woé Pormer ;. faue omely becaife ok
" bad onc gonervowreraler, to.arhom.they wart.
" fubsel3 heing et hiscowmandement, ta exelnte
yightorwraug,tefanc or kil keeping peasc with
“Boome, but many simes [étting thew. children 18
binkeihe blowd of their owne paxewts, and bt

perents tocatesheflefb of sheir awne childrem:
The shirdkindefJ ehaood which raignethies

wang the Genteles; ormankof e wardof Gedh |

#¢ called, Hellewifoe., whick 50 iffeth v
swarfhip of 1dols, tbjs began-mpng the Greets
ané, who_axeaalledin their swn tongue Hlélios
qics, andsherdfiee was the fapecbision salled
HMM,‘&‘“@?#&CW&‘P“@%
st mot anely M}{Gmkm:,&&ihni&@& )
* tiams, Syriays,PheviliansiRheyoesns. 1a ma:
wyother natians. et infeicted xherawiths_ kit
\t&&fﬁddim;¢b¢m/«eﬂﬁvd¢.~w&¢]ﬁll‘f‘
 therewith, iwhichn the eud masther TK

bnerfiom, dudihichish reigned s long 1A%
%%m&nf Reme, q&d%ztlwﬂﬁm
Aaes where [besowld plaps hin cogines ¥
: «.llrb:god(;d«p&r«iuawé!ébeb&t{wcxlaﬂie&
Arﬁ‘rl:té';‘m} Zuf tbh;kl!m;%& az«aﬁl«i
amigbtily, far she [pace of wahoyand yeerely
, wﬁer', gv;:icb., tiwg;wg all vhe-[ells of 4
- Bhilofophers . as the. Pythagoreanss which,
tapghi that vgeu'm;g]et.gm{@{fgﬁqm.tééGﬁ ‘
| . . . ‘

'
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Déﬂiqétori’d.“ .

" phifthe foudkesofwoew depori:d, i go iuto siber

* men,andalfo iwea birwit-beifis, that whatfoe=
Beywoas dboucthe M oone;mas immirsall, with

 Jucty leké fams afies,. amd in s e end shis. Pytha
gortas would. be called 4 6od . Nextumtobhim

arofe tlrg}"lméﬂf 3 Woo affirmed  thas the
worldwas creavedof the A sgels-and fistle god-
deffe,that of one Gad-th:re camee. many otber
Gods,that alfwhviien eng bt t5'bee commen, and-
2538 n0-man. euzht 10 have & wife prosliante
brirfelfe inasvell ox dered commron-wealth, Af

Ner #heft fucceeded the- Stoickess, wheaffirmed |

shis worldso be -Gad,; -that'allflefb fhakl perifh,
andthasshe [snles depart. from one st s
thir:  Thin alfs-began the Egitdives to gyomw
irkeferpents borpe duely 'to ddﬂoyd[xﬂ; they
would haue afl things to end-inpleafure, thet
‘thercds wo Goder prouidence that nome areblef-
Jedbut in this prefint life.” Andthus yosr Ho.
wiay perceine bow miferable were thefe dayes,
whenmen ranne_beadlong into [0 great extre-
mities, that theiy profefssom of wifedome was 1he
confe[siz of folly .(g;'ar al sheir light of learning,
vbey gropedina Cimmerion Warknes being [ba-
dowed withignoradce like the. Country Odeffa
nGreece which by reafon of mightie bils ther~
£oadioyning mewen felt the beames of the Sunne.

‘ 7/{(/ mr‘b,}“d?”fol””t“ﬂﬂ ef fyﬂgod[j”e;”; _
nia 0 o GOOS caled

——— —
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Fhe Epiltle? \
oulled S amaysianifme , of the Sumariais which:
mingledthemckics with the profefsion of the. -
Jewes,andreceixed [ome pdrs of the Bible; yes.
like the. drabaptifts.in owr. dayes, withosit any.
difference or. ;comfGience kepe corpany with
dewes and Gemiles. Of tbc/&cmmmy'agm

dfedds, froms whom [pran deteftableo—
ﬁgam;fnd 'tm;tbejxi:mrlf md with dama
*Rable dewifés .~ while the diuell lasghed as their
Wasly defiyuition whereby this is ewident, thas
"Pholofoplieor. Paganifme.is the corruption of
onr Religion Byt fome perasucmure will obiedd
o0 me, thas théy hadwery excellent and wors
thymen , whe crowned their Conntrey ‘ani
Vowdred withendkeffe memory. Mutius lefs
Bisright bund:en the altar. Empedocles
willinglycalt himfelfe into-the burming flames
of themountaine.ana, Oneof thebuilders of
Carthage to dusyde a fecond marriage, iaft hev.
Jelfe into the burning grane. Regulus teing
freedfromthe Curthagenianschoofed ratherto.
Juffer deatlyhimfelfe tn moft cruell torments,
- thentodifcharge their prifonersat Rome. Mes
noczus, feerny his Citie of the Thebes bei
[fieged bythe Grecians, which they threatned
10 aeflroy; gxcept one of them would gine him=
ﬁgy.r all, did afcend vothe wall of the Civie,
there pearcing his body with 4 [wnril, fek
. dentoogle o downe




Seeing ¢as e o ed). the fondes comq.foy
ber byshapd), méapzj Sickes, e bereif bid, -
,ﬂi:?tkm 10.4ake bier fhademe “nd fpare: hey
bus andeslifz To/,ﬂ«éew:'qg of Lucreria,
Dyrachyg,Aria;Cyan'e 484 any others, oy
B Lt this fuffge, Elcatcsﬁeingabd'qfi)im'
nifius thy Hiramt, whas Was better they. bsy
Lofophy, Wfmered deas), wherenpon bee weg
oommlém'dcdtaéeftwgcdta deathwhichfer
?he defence of lzis]}eacb,kwdnmempt of death,
b;ee’maﬂptttie.ﬂt{}" endured, o Terulian, ¢

AMe humame, 10 whgmy pesther wilfull preq
Somprive, nor defberate prefinafion isse Weady
2o Wbamt'it:#ptrmittedtp die in contempte off
d«:é;akddlawmrrffmltie: ¥ whopse iy

ffum mere libersie 1s [uffer Jor bis Coumtrie,

Phst hallwee then fay of g worehy pere

Joug S« rely mb,»x(/mm isnot of f'at_b ) ﬁnpg,

and Wit hows Sasehit i impefisble to Pleafe g';j, :
R 1 GOOg (]



B TheEpife”
Weemigf nat Fegerdwhat man dovh, bub whas

. God.commannderh, as -the emperour . Cons -
'Mineomdaido,{tii not deathbus thecanfs

- of #eath tha deferaeshs: comsmendition, as A-.
Belilaus she beft Grevian Privce that eyer wasy

L WATwenstofiy. Thepareff A lavsent isnet

Waorne withiron, nor ' wafled with fire, yera
Betle Goates bloud willconfume it : “euenfs if
one man coulduffer adlhe tridlsin the werld:
@¥d abidemany thoufande deathes by fire and
Yorsare; yet it fhaltmowhit profite him, except:

- M‘“’"‘d o f‘ﬁf‘cﬁf?ﬂloo/e'»tb'eﬁlter: of finne,.
and Mdgtég~.a54iﬁc: of the. dewtll : now tbj; S

© Werciesof Godiw Chrift are not ‘commiinicated:
¥ any, but 15 fach as knowe thens, and who can

pe shews w:‘d:om/;mérdmfaod U Thisis

3he fouptaine of water of life, apd all other aye.
biss poyfintitpiities, fiinking niore’ filthily in
¥heprofence o Godivhien the Like of Camatina:

2 the- noftrils of men.  They reporte  thas.
i» Sicils thee are s fringls, beref e

will miake 8 frorifull womian barren, the ..
Sher abarrem woman frastfull if this swere fo,
2 thinke all the world would haue vecourfe vn-

- ¥0it, Tetin this wordeof God, there isa gres..
- Vercommodlity declired wngg Vi, for here wee:
bearne the srue canife Sfbarrenncffe : vabich bee-
g knowng tbe difeafe is the more eafily Femo-:
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Dedicatorie,

ur’fa{"frin"Rébéhc::,Ar-mah;El izabeti,ams
Osboesssivlich might as eafily bre proclifed, ag,

srue Retigwis onfanedly prof. ffed, Moreba .

wer theytelivs | thatsn Eptrusas the foite of
the bill Tomarus', thege ?mbaiy Well; wheh.
of st feiféowiit kumidde & Tirchs, Leing pits vinrg
54,0 quewch it_.h'mg bronghtburnin g-!be:w';{
Granksbisvabesywe; obe 1t wall reprefemtosie
vsthe vapmneafehis haly Welghe word of God
Whichwihthe vares vf cat. Baptyme. dosky.

| ﬁ(:}n{t‘lwﬂ‘n éy?é&éa{fﬁ‘éaﬂ,"bmmqmiaq!

‘wmtoit, brwiny tnshe beateof sur owne et

pmmmyamcﬂaﬁwm Conenpifeemse,

Aifo.ms fadumiVasto, thet shrere X2 s,
freammesrn Botiawbereof if fherpe drinks,.

. theumsbiirnerly their.colagy i Rufes ;1 ands

mmswmkmfmwm,mmz

" pofssblesenidbms are pofsibl: v thecreaseps

b}"tézm&dd;wdtuyjrn&ilevbﬂcgbfwa axe res
kzmrx&i%rqo!(‘n@wﬂiohm%) Ly the immmropa
)d#]ﬁd&#ﬁs&tmélj-wardgz Which are fny
She pe,cand i COrYuplions of our matgre for
wﬁdr’»}b&*}:ﬁr&rt o1y gaviments of regh=
Yeoumesareaswhite s [2om bmhic prefencei
Solinuseelleththat ar the €istie 1debris g
wong theGaramantes. there is afpring which.
8 1beryfrag of the Sunne congealerly the Jeey,
Vias M q &ht

 sedberawt learne the racangs wherebyit iy -

-~



~The lépi&lé

bt at sheferting therof rofolwesly towater 4~
gaine, whichisconiraryso all the worldbefide

freczing with heate,and thawing with<old:
et we ms sy make this vfethereof hatit isno

wonder 10 fee our heaventy Well ta workethefe

contraries 3o be vhe [auoar of life vnso life, or

olfz thefanour of death wmto death, that unto

Jomeitis atwo edged(wer dto giwe themmor-
sl waundi yunte. sther. abroed Targetse des
fendthems from dangersthat it whosght {0 ef~

Fetually in the dayes.of perfecssisn, when ik

was appreffed in durknes ;- but wow free3esh,
and bardnesh. inihe s.6f passe, whenthe

[unme of profperitie [inerh 10.4ll. Surcly ss the.

Albefle flenewcefet on five danmeuér begie-.

chéd,fiifwe conld pusonce burnin lovevnfais,
nedly with the Gofpeliour profefsam{Powbd wos
be fo lukewarm nor.ave déusk B fajanadin tha
sonfe of religis. Arndsbas { hase.biin botd with
yowﬂa.to«jamé.m)‘ﬁrﬂaw,a whereinif
Lhanebeene soelongler e rdue papdonsand
1 will promife greater: breuitie oy fecond
propofisianswhichis shis,that Paperys &com
falionof Heathenifme, Hersfie, and Chyiftias
itie. Amd thas. i may methedically procesds, |
 willbegin at their higheft degree,andfoinor:
der lightly tonchfo many thisgsas may certifie
your Houof the trwth of sheir Religisny Numa
< o aprainted

A B



| ‘Dedicatorie.
appoinicdimetobee a high Priel, ar whefe

ndgement al] Imﬁrdl.{ 4#(@1’:'#1&/[}\?:’7@& L

were adwmimflyed, the[ameis retaned in the
- Chiirehof Rome for thy Pope oblaimdo/f‘l’hb:
- Casthe Ev perour and mrir devey 8f Mauriti-
us, thit the Bifbuppe of Ritie mighs bee ihe
- beadéofaltc harches;to whofe indgement alf
she worldin fpiritasl] miatters muft be [wbiec,

by whichintime it Came 13 his, tha B cor
rupeedthe whole Charthiof Chrift, tht be pot
bath @cr s ito bis hund,. ind made bimfelfe
SOl Crotbric, ftey'the manner of the Late
. Roviawe Empevaprs whobad three Crow: s 8
ti}rz‘f‘iﬁzbugur)uim;‘}izidaiitbgtrxpleﬁ:gb.fﬁkg
wias 15E aibaiey of Thpiter. fo thesriple crown
" isthéb.idge of the Pope, harough she honouy
- ordervdir Yheréof, be threatneth what thiun-
- deribolishepleafesh ini be world, The Cabss
h}ﬁi;»%fiqeitw’Iégqs;:q‘/{érgbjﬁgq?:]g@i
opened anit fbus from bewce the Popé hath in
 bisbamnd; the raflé Rejes, telling vshit feé
Batk; jriver. to fge‘».i/éfia'fbé«r@fwgmn and
#eainf whome hé pleafeth. Being thus exalted
wbo the higheflplace; ai 7 wis reporieil thy
God Termines would notgineplace i 1 upi+ -
ter fanding both iy the Capitell) np more
#he Pope ginethplase to Chriff althyagh fee
- faridinihe middeft of bis ‘Cba‘rt’b;fﬁ§fi zﬁ
(RS . %3 » o 2




. TheEpiftle.
tba right hand af his Fmﬁer in beanen. - For
this ca? 43 the Emperors bad sheir f¢ n@te Jo
Ze hath bis Cardmalc :as the Egyptians bound
the Pr{dh‘ of Ifis ar Apis:, volsuedn perpetuall, -
wzr;szw, [obeforceth the acred {bauclings. *
(his -zmboly [éate, with the vow of perpessall
baflitie,and that be might helpe therrweals, .
e(fe tp  thisb: bg{{{f,as Caligula fuffered the.
bboom\oj Rome in bis daies,fo the Popey Jm:e
imrz&d the nllmm(« of #-Skewes, 6lald¢d |
a Pope Sextus the fourth, which infbort.
7:7»(:7& fw“kd ‘that 1he Pope 1 mmm? | far.
. Remstherco fortie. tbm{n Duccats. by'the

........

jedre, “dnd vanl the third, hadthe names.
of ﬁrmcﬁ*ﬁua thoufandT fﬂnmtslzglmgtrg,
20thasmof filthie md dampable kindof ife..

: }‘urxé(rmmlaeﬁnm{qu; wra(b:tqumtd

tlzet&y of. Glmj? o ith Friers, Mugkes,,

7 unm: e Friers 4 %) }(m/eguwf{df{ﬂ‘-

e ar} toeﬁﬂ' =an or chaean,\b«itf&ch:es )

3’Cyn ;call\l';reulm, bish like thefe.

. 1}1 e Dpgn Hiem 1 be wows of, wil{ull pauersiey.
g,,)?rrfetmlfclmﬂmt plmngt ir Religion,
in 4y /}«;;cl’me[;;ram Zf‘?tﬂﬁ(ﬂ ox;mazd aﬂdhbt- .

bocritizalljafting., affroiing that they arevhe
;;cmﬂbrs 4{1 / fpﬁawer; of t”b% Apoftles Jike the
)met:ke: cilled by Auguﬂ;mc Ap:ylohqtm,;
4 ’{mding t&at rﬁe Ap:ylks Iud a fingle lxﬁ,

vy Sl s -
e— - - &




. Dedicatorie. - .
and bid no wises, [sthefe Romifh bheyetibes
accodrit Marviage bus filthine[fe; ike the May-
civnites, Tagians, Adimites, Platonifts, and
© Palefian beretiques ; and are nov afbiimed 10

make she boly Apoftlés of Chrift breakers of
- wedlocke,andwilfull departers from their own
swinesicontrayie to thé writingsof the Edange-
bffsand Saint Panl, T he Nunnes or women-~
Munk; are the naturall fuccefors of the veflall
Psrgins inflituted by Nuia, ¢ as thefe were
Dedicated 1o Vefta, Apolto, Iuno, Argiua,
Diania ¢ Minerua,fs aré she Romifh Nunnes
#0 Matie the mother of Chrift, and other boly
womsen. Then alfo did bebeginito dreffe and o~
dorne the T emples with Tmages whichbe lear-
wed of the Gentiles,as 1 hane alveadie declared,
andbercinbee ioyned with the Gnoffikes and
Bafilidianberetiques, who defended Images 3o
be lawpull far Chriftian people, and s the Gen-
tiles had thesr [acrifices for the dead, calledIn.
ferice,fo be inflisuted praiers for the dead, leaft
hee fhouldfeemic to want any thing, which bee
 fhouldnet haue, T hen alfo betooke the Scrip-
turesfrom the common people leaft they fhould
- tfpie bis lewdneffe, and as Lyflis the Pirhago-
eanblamed ane of bis felfowes fir wraking
bnawng abrosdeshesy Mafters precepes, o bee
blowset all thefé that foallipen thqnﬁcri;:_
. a % -7: ‘ . ﬁ 3
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 TheEpiftie ‘
of the Gofpelto the common pecple; and ast e
Magicians of Per[iawere wont. 10 fing to their
1dols in a [lrangévonzue,fo the Pope comman~

* ded all things to be done in the Church in-an -

vnknowne language, whereinihey alfo iqyne
wisth 1he Bafilidian beretskes, whe gase 1his
as 8 prigciple that thesr mifteries muf} be.con-

cealed andrencaled only to 4 few,beipg warfe.

" #hen the Pythagorians, whocommainded bus
fiueyeares filence to their Difciplesbut the Pa-
Wifes, keepe men alltheir liscs framreading,
Jpéaking andconferrigg on the Seripbure. By
“this means be deceiwed the world with iuglng,
Ivke the heretigues called Mirebiliaii, ¢ of-
- Jirmeththat faith comsmeth by nature;like the

 Bafikdians and Guoflicks ,theytaug. ¢ that -,
-sery one that wowldbe [aued,m ‘Zc anneyled

ip their fickpe(fe, like the Heracleaite here—
. tiguies, shat 1t i¢ lawfull for women 0 Baptife,

Itk the Marcionites, thas childre: ph?frp_t_i,
Jed.are not vnder the couenant, andthas grace.
_Asgiuenwish the outward [igve like the _Ar~
véansand Heracleonites ghat chilaren wuff be.

annoyrted with Oyle in Baptifme, like the be-

‘zetiques Marcus awd Marcofus,that Bapisf-.

" mewafberh away oviginall finmes,and fuch ac-
Yuallas arecommisted before ke the Nova's-
ansy qnd Melluian hercligues, that the S+
Co . ‘ _'.: . . ot ‘r‘me”k.

© —
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. - Dedicarorie
srament of the Supper of the Lord, - aféér she
words of Comfecratien (poken,is the verisbody
and blowd of Chrift, (o the herctiques called

Marcites,aide, theymade by coninration, &

Sforshis casfe the PepuZian herctigues baked
she blond of nian with the br ead ardained for
2hjs (upper that wins-muf} bec mingled with
Watey,us the Artorytites fasdethey muft offer

" Chesfe with the bread inthe Sacrament thas
- goodworkes merite cocrnalllife, like the Pela~.

gians,Casharites, and Mabwmetifles: that &.
mwan fince the fall of Adambash free witl, and

that God hath Predeflsnated nose, like the Pe-.
kegians ;thas it is lawcfullfor veso fweare by
excatures, asshe ¥ irgine Maric, Saimtes apd..
Angels,fo docthe Manisheans and Mabu.. .
wactifies; that fomefiunesbe mortall and fome .
weniall, [0 doth Mahowmet affrme.: with o .
thou(and like, moft- v aine, wicked, wresched, -
blafphemous and damnable affertions, which
were moff oafic ta bee proued if there weve any.

gueftionof it. Bythisyour Ho. may perceive,

that their Religsom is bus patched of manycon-

daroned berefies,definded by vmwrittensradi~ -
tions, and maintained by violent.and forcible

 dealing -like the Chamateon they bave often

changed. andpoyfomedtha world, but the firip-

- buresarcasa Baye leafey o cure she. ontagion

¥4



_ TheEpifite .
of fuch martallconfufion andthas infome fars
Lhaue performed my promilfe, in delinerin
the vanisy of the worl2which ha:hrefw(ed the

wifcdome of the «vernall word of Ged. Theend -

of this my [peech is td [hevthe wonderfull and -
" ancqmparable treafarecf the holy Scriptures;
Sor asshe Golde hath thebrighteft beames; be-.
ing laide 10 the Copper: asthe Adamant is of
greateft force when the loade [fomeis befide 1,
andthe purefi colour hash the beft bewe ,when
the counterfaite is compared with it g the blef-
fing.of Godin his wora,dvsh mofl magnificens- -
by appeare, when wee beboldbefore our eies the
counterfaite colours of fuper[titions conceists,
thecrooked dewifes and-cuxfed opinsons: of the
condem:ied crueywhich'bane vefufed the waye -
oflite declared hereim, and chufid the path of
dapn :1ion for the hewre of their fuperfistion,
T he Scriptures arenot only a Caftle 10 kekpe vs -
Jrom berefie; but alfo afalue or rimedie, tf wee
b.ue beene poyfoned by falfboode, The fiimg of
the Scarpiomiscuved by applying the dvhates -
- foone, the graffe Alimos preferusth the fami=.
fhedperfon from death; the Baare haning easen
M andrigora faueth his bfe bythe lissle Em-
met, and the poyfon of the Chamaleon 6s:ex—
pebed by a Baye leafes enen fathe word of God, .
cwreth the berefiesof Boperic, which are cam-
A peared

Y -
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. : Dedicatorie -
"+ paredtothe flinging of the Scorpions in-thé
. gcf:pture;,me‘fg}gtn)‘t/f:‘Zee of life,and
whefoeuer eatcthand difgefleth it [beli-neuen.
 diesis isuprefermative againff all poy(on, und
the leanesthereof [ball cure the nations By thie
alonc ke Lord hath wrought the calling of b3
childrenthe confufien of biscmemies, the coms
- Jort of bis Saimses, and 1he replembing: of ‘bis
Kingdome. - allthe Kinges of the earth hisue.
beenern srmes azaint b ; yes ' the minifiérs
theveof,who neuer bore drmses againfi them.: by
their oncly preaching bane. worme.4 glorions.
fielde . Al Eg'pt conld -not refift Mofes
4nd Aaron, becanfé they came om the Lovdes
meffage: womove fhall all the world oucscome.
the preachers of peace, fo long asthey faithfolly.
Performe st.ciy. heanenly Ambaflage. Wordes,
bauceworoughs more them weapons, 1he fpivite
hath pearcedmore then the Speare, thewals of
Raper and the ordinaunce of Fathers hane bay-.
sered downe the flasely kingdowre cf the whovre
#Ba&ilo‘n,.learmg hath dens better feruice.
then Eaunces, Gownes hane conqaered moe.
then Gunnes, Bookes hane done more good thex
Ballets; and she prayess of the faithiull have
preasiled more shen the Pikes of borfemen;the
fronewhich she buslders vefufed, is htob;e:::
(N . C4a¢



Tiehpifte .
 béad of the corner,this isshe Lorthes daivig, &~
it is meknailous 61 ok eyes, the. bloude of the.
dead Martyrs bash give greatcx wannds s this.
quarvel, vhen she fwar des of vhe liwiig, fowldi-. -
ents. Bk thus 1 bawe oo long Lroubled your.
Han.withthat which you knewe before, and,
haue prefumed onyour faudur for the accepta-.
260 §f thefe my (lender labonresupom onepart:
of Seripae, the boake of Raths whigh as the.
loly:Ghoft barp weuchfafed to call by she mame.
of aworkain, 16 she praife of the wohel e fixe,and.
euerlafting commandation of her Rebigion: fo-
am Lembouldnedto Dedicate t 10 [0 How:
nourable 4 Dndy.as your [elfe whome | know 7
be s Rutb by Relsgion,though 4 Noble woman-
by borvh. For viany witne(Jes can sefbfie shis af-
foif . fbould be filens, andshe oxdingrie exer-
aifes as Scacnoke, will (oupdyanr name, be-.
daufe your prefence and daligence ab thews hath.
flisredvp ynany meaner perfonncs; comforied:
fome godly people theresbous, andmuths euery:
Wﬂmﬂtmawd,:d»d encouraged shie prea:.
ehers of the (ame T here axe many confes whish-
might compell ws,(Woawgh wuwilling 1o coms-.
it wwylabonresta-she preffe, yos witlingly to.
potfens shem 10 boe world wnder +he. nemg, of
your Honewr. Fax 1 aw alfurcd of the grcepia-.
SREAT . - R
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tion of any, ﬁm tbmg: 4&ﬂl¢[{ be afferedin

the name af Religid, pinch more of this wlwb
 comprehgndeth, tbc recampenie. and. reggml

- Z[aar rg&ﬁ on, X our hawayr. kmw;btlm

¢ better it iy tofee the fmoke. of owes omne Coun-

then the fireof anotber:fa I traftmy flern—
' drejr fudies, wlm/{ are bmf;ma;e,jfaé fom—
pared with the burning coales of others know-
ledge, [uch as dayly you heare, [ba'l be the bet-
~ teraccepted, becanfethere I'had my being,
where your | [Jmoar hesh ya(mdw:llmg Alfs,
lam heres.. 40 w;ed thaf I might hane any
occafion, toteflific my Gounden dutie, which
Towe nta that Noble and woorthy Gentle~
wan, Sir Henry Leonard your Sonne , of
whome Lhaue regeined efpeciall enconrage~
mentsin the wm?? of my ffudies,apdtowhom
1 muft remaine a debtour 2o the end of my
dayes,being no wayes able to recompence bis

woonted kindne:, butonely by this, duly to

prayfor bis life and profperitie that bee may
bee as the beyre of your Honour , [0.an orna-
ment of - thr Noble houfeof the Dacres. Apd

the Godo/’ all péace bleffe your. awm perfon,

with [uch-blafsimgs as you dayly defire, that

you may [l trist 10 the tomfork -of thg qodlf.

#uthis prefentlife, 1o she enlarging of your
awng

B Y



- TheEpitle.

e Ronour g0 thereioyfig of yonr wholéfa. -

ayuf; udtafbe éndle(fe faluation of your awne -

ﬁufe with Iefus-Chriff the Saviour of .
“all thend which haue »w:fmm/l’ a

mbr.u‘d trae Rebigion. Lon- 5
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To allthem thatvnfained=
| lyembracetticRe- ..

. ' t ligilm..‘.;;.' CLo o -

XD

: SRR LCS SO LLE S IR B NS N
el Earely belqued: .in:, Cheifty
“Acdiwhen I ¢onfider. that ooms
iifortable Oraclé of the' Apos
Witlc, whenhe fithrthar godbi
. Jjncﬂ'c, hath the- ~promi!cs:bf
this life, and of the life r0.come, it coire |,
methimo mysmind,thaereligionisnend

of themeanefprofesionsthat is: labos
* red forinthe world: forthegreateft dai
wards.ase, promifed to the. chiefel exa
Eloy.tsx and the wortkisft ehterprif¢sare
fo

rownedwith gloricus benefites. /afivh
rhiswifedome was made the goner:
nour of Egypt. Othmiel for his{eryicere-
ceived 4sfah the daughter of Caleb for his
wife. Zipbtahfor his vidory was made
judge of lfrael,and Dawsdfot his Muficks

was madeone:of the Caurtiers of Sd!{l».
. ) ~ : n
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Tothe Reader, .,

fndo. much as it feemeth an ordinaris.

ﬁr&&x(b that eyery kdowledge is tewar-’
ded withlome<urtclie: whereby weare.
Sertified,thatits no maruaile toheare &:
hope for {0 excellentblefsings as are pre-
w{add g‘bgleiggqés. For fhcy arc the

houle of the Lord, and as hee dwelleth

 with all maiefty inhezuen,fohe taigneth

with all authoneie in the righteous, they
are achofen generdtion borne of God,a
ijatlandihbbppiclthdode a holy nati-
od;:peedliz:;mpbc; whéftge mien. of
Hostoursof the '%ax.g, the
g :Ofithel worid , the: cole yEes olj .

- Gheltsiiqgudnale i and "the Citizens
 efrhweatiens: Iowerloike forkhéir N obi

litie; thoy arptheSonhes VI God; iffor -
theiginfhiuGiotnttiey e dught S¥God;
ibfoh thveirgoition), : the h¥apenly Aingcld

avotheicfornants forcheiv di grdesthey
anekivgqand privdisfor che ceemnafGod;

B -

o shelncallifg by are $Hni, T fof

. thairtifeitisheauenly,f for their wealitt
" itisthe whofe wotld, and fnally’, theit
death is the birthsday ot all felicitie: For

thiscawle Duid defired rathierto beed
doorzkeeptrin theioule of God; then d
dweller 10 theftacely teaw of e wicked,

a5 o
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Tothe Reader,
asifthe -meaneft condition among the
profeflors ot religion, were more exced-

. Jentthe the chiefeRt eftarcs amongitﬁ‘c

R W TR T a—

worldlings, their. Ctofles: excell the bl

¢ thersCrownes, their barretneffe the o=

thers fruitfilnes , their bumilitie - the' o
thers honour,their ignorance the otliers
knowledge, ;their implicitivthe ‘otheds

. wifedome;their weakeneffe the: others

ftrengsh,, &4 lictleching that therighter
vishath,isbetterthen the great poffefsi»
oos of thevngodly, Whé there is faminé

: - they arofatithed, whenthere is e, they

arc deljndred, when thede is plague, shey
arjwichoutdanger,if fite fall from héa
pen: itfhall norbitas thern, ifche warers
arifeahowe the mountaines, theyarenot
drawindd, if the cartivquakeand oreiida-
Junddn;ycttheyare not fwablavyed vp, :if
thewibdbreaftsfalivpon dhiemithey ate
notdetotired,andiif the Dinell himicHe
would eppieffethent, yeche (haitnote>
uercome them; - TFhica:how-glbriows
our calling? that livewnder the-wings of
God thattecde withthe flocke of Chrift;

~ towhom arereuealed'the fecret Couns *-+

fels of the Lord, fpeaking vnto vsby bis
Minifters, gining vs, she cuidence Olfom .
oo ) Soogle fluat-

(I



To the Réadeb,

Gluzit by his teftament, regenerating vs
by the immorrakfeede of his holy word,
- fealing <vs with the {paic ot promifes
liftinig Vs vp from the duft of worldly mi-
forigjio the thronesof heauenly Maictty.
Salsgonsferuants were happic that food
imhisprefence and heard his wiledome.
Datiiel was happy whenthe kions could
notdefroy hinv, hisfellowes weré hape
piciwhen. the.fire Tould noc copfume
themgthe Hraditeswere happiewhé the
Egypelanswese drowned , Isbwiishappy
wuamhis woaldiwasreftored, and .the
Difcipleswere-bscfled whenthey Heard
Ghiith: preach -Howmany blefsings bes
longtoihe Religious? Sathd thatroanng
{iomcannot-ouerCome. them, the fire
fhall hademo powper: on thiem, theirene-
“miesthatl neuerirum thewy therichesof
the grace of God fhaltbee péwredvpon
thietn; and thewiord oflife ‘isdagly preas
chedvito thear, Gonfider therelodemy
bclotied; whatisthehope of our profel-
fiomwherurito wearecilled ;- the digni-
‘tie of our condition wherein we ftand,

" andthe reward of ourreligion prepared

fos out foules. Calltomind the examples
of the Fathers 5 the promifesof the Golfl'- :
S , pell,
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T the. Reedir.

priccof ourrelemprondy thaplaseiob
ourflaation: you skl findenathing:

wantipgdn rdigigmljtat’ 'ghtg%nmm ‘

yourbleffedoes. Themforehosyhappy
arethelcgres thatheay thaehingsiwhich:

wee heate, theaigsahat fee.the thinges

‘which.whfeethe handsrhathangle the

+ things which.-werouch nay-thefoukts

thataiesfluted of thodavourof Gad. I
:alithe world >muld'ﬁ:,c‘ about te feo
«dotynerhe felicity. of the godlyandithe

- dignity ofthecheftnjsbey conldhouer -
-atchidgiit:no, notthds which thiy ety
tioy:in this life,forthiirthioughis gre et
luenlyydheir hars th throne of the holy
‘Ghalstheis hands feel the- Lord of glos

frygbmwaiu:smkddfhisiprﬂfeim
¥eatftand in hi _

acccptablebeforerutm, theirpraiors]ied
{weehavouresofinconfethewanbin
hikeicudning facrificesitheir eignhihold
Tisglduysthein etyes hiease bis wifodse,
‘and thoir namesere writteniniabe king.
Aot &t heau€.3Wonuld not anyimats beés

, ~conicraligioussthache mightbinewtars
ided with1his éxcelitnthobouradene
s muate with the Kinge oftisagen; to

o,
A5 easls i NEas

N
)

gempley theit wordeene
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defire thercfbrc 1S t}ns,thatyomry itby
perufing ‘&readmgthx treatife: foritis
_ burfupcrﬂuous? abo ?@rfﬂc,aay far-
- derto troube: You with the Aroumeng
hereof, fecing the' Whole matter hcth :
fore your confidétarions, [ will
foryour (i ucceffe, & commcnd the cnd
ofm drauailes, u;hxs the comfore
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: ﬂ my‘ﬁboursmay bc‘brcﬂ‘cd; that his
augrc ma¥ be ggorxﬂ“cd his waid may

c;;qrmorc betau ght among vs, thatma-

hy cncxa,uons may embrace his Gof
pg R .:9: cpugfc thereof finifhed; ot
ion by the mercie of the fathér, in
ﬂlc{s onne wuh thié holy Ghoft miy bee
xcwardcd with éternall faluaucn, to
wﬁbmc Tet vs euermore ﬁxue thankes
bcqau(c he hath youchfafed vs the dig-
Rt hereof; and walke worthie of out
cl _‘ng,}eaf{ oy’ fcau'c hues, ‘our uﬂg
' ‘.fmrth,our vamchope our. coIdc

Pi:ofcfsxoﬁ ‘andolir ¢ ccm« "
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T cemmgun Loobnodise gl
O here iwhat guerdon godlinefle doth, e,

L .L:,Apérbewf&bs;c@f&'@;h come beimﬁhe, -

Lowidowestwainebefore our eies are fet/crowne:
Not xaﬁf&alOﬁ».chprﬁshmaﬁdégm,t |
And thay 0. Ruth renquneieg native cowne, - - -
And Bagipeor God of Modbland, . . ¢
- Arclesapselty and blel by Gods owme hand,
Cooomhhne ghaseedeey )

Theloue of freiades and Countric ouerpetved.
With loue ef loueraigne Lord hehold it iahes
Theantique age and life of patriarkes praifed,

How liberall, frugall, chaft, pure, and vpright.

- But now thismould of carth 1s turned quite,

~ Alasthat nought in perfe ftate iould fie,
7 hewrold is chang'd, and we are chang'din it.
- TR e e

F ey

PG B ‘
Art thou a maid? Leartic hére of Zuih thy mate,

- To chufe whom Godiaf

Safpires with grace diuine,
Awidodwe thou?to painesand labour late,

Incach degree thy felfe with Rush refigne,
Or art a wife? to righteous Rath incline-

Ifwife, or maid,or widdowe then thou bee s
Thy felfcin Rush, thou as in Glafle fhalt fee,
S -
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Ceﬂqlebudkc difplay thy goldenviges:: V.
~ (Andy&not lxtdc,;houtgthou htdﬁb\&
Lifde @gﬁcc, andyerig price fiot lifdle, - -
ine was the paine, the gaine is ot f feer~~
(Althou hour gaine thou deemft no pamq to thecx -
Ifthcﬂoidderlmie tiabu fakeyl 7 w10
Thou gmtaﬁ garne m:hﬁnaﬂeﬁ panie: ﬂaalt
Canny b ‘,,.(,,,;‘;v. IR 2 CH IR AN
Thc hungméﬂoma‘tkc&eaés‘whﬁfull defi re) " ‘»’f
Wherchy;their vitallfpizitesfoone TOR W LA
.- Soifthine h:f: fhaltbiferie with lieauenty Hrco
- Hetebygneatfrait majkmhy faith sockew: - A
Trieere thoutruft, and then giue fentence trew,
I[m g once bepfeafamtothy{aﬁ’ AT
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 Ruth; Captveife 334056 -
 Jeerberime thas the tudgerruled,theve wasa famine ,
-+, %n thelapdsend accrtasmt masi of Bethleem Iudah
went for (ofosournesn thecuntrie of Moab,, he amdbis.
wofesprnd bas two fenmes.. . i
2. And she wame of th man was Elimeloch, ¢ the pama
of harwafe Naomi,and the mame of his trwo jommes Mah-
Jon end Chilion,Eupbrates of the land of Indah. and
Sobew they were comeinto. the land of Moaab, shey coms .
gpuowadshere.. o

3 ThenElimelechzbe hufband of Naomi djed rbere wnd
fhe remaymed with ker swo fommes, . . - L

@ Wihichsoake them wimes of the Maabstes, Nr pamc of
‘the awe. wis Horpathyawd rhe mame of the ofher Ruths .

ond ey dweliedrbers ndut ten yearer,: - .

§ Aud Mahlon and Chilion dred <ifo both twainé, [othe,
ol wai lefs defistuse of ber two fonnes, and. of ber
bwsband, o

G Then (be arofe with ber dasightey ip Lew and retyrned.
froms she countric of Moab : for be bad 5«;1 fayintle.
gosntrie of Moab,that she Lord badSifited bss people,.
abf gruen them bread. . a0
giRed Lihough tht athor of thishook of Ruth -
NCABA harli not exprefled his name,. yet thete is-
&M o doubt, bu it proceedeth from the fpi-
TR it of God,. 4s' well as the bookes of the -
AWM ndges Kingy,& Chronicles, which haue-
oo net the ndmes of their authors defcribed:
‘But if it may beelawfull to iudge or giue ady fentence
thereof,iv wis either Samsell,or fome: other godly Pro~
phétvnder the raigne of Saule,which is proued by the,
gétealogies if the laft Chaptér where Datrid is by name
micprioncd,teftifying vmo vs, ‘that irwas then W_mt}!;‘;;
: e

e — -
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wheghe Wasichof€n from his brethren and aonoysted
King ouér Ifracl, and yegbefore his raigne, or els there
hadbeene added vnto 1t, the tite of a King, for the ad-
* uauncing of thg pamic of K who Was his Grandmo-
. ther, vpon whom his hiftorie ollowing dependeth, for
the furnme and fcope hereof, is to fhew the pedigree de
anceftric, the mitwrill progenitours of Chnft from lue
dah the fourth fonne of Iacob,vntill the ime that he be-
gintochilenge'the princelyeate, theroyall feepter,
and the right of gouernment ouer the people of Ifracll,
which was aethartime , when Danid was chofen from
his fathets houfe, & annoynted King by Samuet &gaim,
* n chis hiftory there is deliueréd vato ‘vs the hope whick
the fathers had, concerning the calling of the (gena'lcs,
for this mariage of Ruth into the kindred of Chrift,who
was 4 Gentile, & by nature none of the people of God,
did é)lainel' - foretell thae the Gentiles fhould ‘bee called
it Chrift: foras hee taoke part ofhis humane nature of.
ggm,fo he fhewed vsy thathee would gine the fame for
1em, thac there might be no differenice in his body e
tween fewes & Gentiles,butthat the power of his death,
~ the graces of the {pirit, and the knowledge of redemp-
tion, mightredound to all. 'Now the occafion of this
hiftory is deliiered vnto vsinthis firt Chapter, which
is,the foiourning of a certaine Tew in the land of Moab,
Cb{ reafon there was a famine in the land of Tudah, ):
with Kis family, and the returne of theni that lined,
which were onely Naomi his wife, 20d one other , Ruth
the Moabiteile the Widdow of His eldeft fonne; This
wandering ocfbiourning is defcribed with altthezie-
cumftarices thereof, in thefe firft Gxe verfes lately read:
and generally containe in them thefe two parts, the firft,
istheir trauaile to the land of Moab : the fecond, thofe
things that hapned vato them, after they came thicher.
The fisft partis expreffedin thefe two firft verfes, firft,
by the ogcafion, which is declared by the time, and: by:
the thing that mooued them thereunto, in thefe words:
_ Jnthetsmethat the ndpesruled zherc was a famme (g'c.
Secondly;by the perfons that trauailed, who are defcria.

bed by theplace i whence they were,aamely of; m
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lehem Tidah,thefe were the parentes . and the thildren
which are named in the 2.verfe. The fecond part of thefe .
s wordes,is in the foure other verfes following, and it ..  : -
conteraeth eyther the parents orthe children: the (pa.- .
rents,that one of them cuen Elimelech, the father of the
family dyed there (hortly  after their ariuall 3 the chil-
dren,firft that they maried,ver.q.fecondly that they like~
wile dyed,ver.§. Then remayned one Naomiwith her ;
two daughtersinlawe, and the timic ofher abode in - -
Moab is fetdown tobe ten yeares ver ¢.fecordly,the
" occafion of her departnre, becaufe fhe heard fay, thae
God had vifited his peaple,and giuen them bread,ver.6
of thefe partes letvs fpeakein order, as the fpirite fhall _
giue viterance,and the time permit, Znshe dayer thay. .
- sheludgesynled. In thefe words the holy Ghott aftet Genatg,
*  hisaccuftomed manner, for the more certainetic of: Efay 3.1
. thehiftory, beginneth atthetime as Mofesbeginneth: Tere.y. 2,
bis book of Genefis from the firtt creation of the world,: Eph, 1.4, 24 *
fo the prophetes inthe begnnino of their bookes, fet. C
down vnder whatking or kings tﬁcy prophefied, foal- Math,2.1,
fo inthe hew Feftament wee may fee how three of the: Math.1.3,¢
Euangelifts beginne their Gofpels from the preaching of Lue,1, 5,
Iohn Baptift,and the raigne of king Herad. The which. -
 orderthey undoubtedly learned of the old writers, the
fame fpirit guiding them to one and the fame trueth,
vieth but one and the ame manner of fpeaking,for the
almighty defiring to meet with the wrangling obicia
onsofhumane inuentions, fo tempereth the texte of e~
uery {criptute, as if queftion wete malle who did fuck
‘a thingzHe nameth the perfons where it was done, He,
quoteth the place, and when itwas done. Hee mentio~
neth the time: The caufe hereof is, thathee mighe ftaye
the waues of our fickle mindes, vpon the pillar of truth,
his euerlafting worde,Butin this place he chicfly mens
tioncth the time of the Iudges,to fhew vato vs that whé
zeligion was corrupted the worfhip of God decayed, &
. idolatrieaduanced: whenthe Lorde was forgoticnol
"his own people, when his lawes were no more obfer-
ued,but ciéry man did that which feemed goodin his Tyd,2.14.
ewne eyes,yea,whenthere were almoftas many Gods & 21 35,
s B2 among i

-
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among them as they were men, then cuenthen did the
Lord fend this plague of famine among them, for Salo-

!ro; 20. 30. mon fuith, the blewnes of the wounde ferueth to purge

the euill,and the ftripes within the bottome of the bel-
ly:asithe had faid,as the ripenes of 2 wounde calleth for’
a corafiuc,fo the fulneffe of finne crieth for veneeance:
by this thercfore we note, that the corruption of religi-
" on,nd theneglet of the worfhip of God,is the caufe of

1.Kity,16.all his iudgements that are exercifed in the world,  For
& 16°2.13° theidolatrie of Icreboam and his finnes, whereby hee

40

induced Uracllto Gnne,did the Lord threaten by Achiz
the prophet,to fcatter the people,fo we may reade of Ba'

1.King'r8. halchi king of Hracll,and {o Salomon prayed at the de-

35.37.

dication of the temple, when heauen fhall bee fhut and
thou giue no raine becatifethey haue finned  againft
 thee,&¢.where he comprehendeth the chiefe and capital

, w'orldly punithments of finne, as dearth - and famine,

. fword and peftilence blindrefle & ignorance,which are

alfo thierewards of fin, & the vnfeparable companions:

" ofall vnrichteoufnes, & whatfaith the Lord by the pro--

phot2Caft{r6 you afl vour fins whercwithal you haue’
“tranf(erefled & nizke you anew hart, for why fhold you'
die,ch youhoufe of fraell:as if hee had faide,eyther Tew
pent,or cle be damned, for it is a frar«full thing to fall
tto the hands of the lining God. And may notwee
thinke thatall thefe thundenings o<t of God hisiudge.
.mentsamong vs,will ftirré vp fome Yain of punithments:
vpomvs?Arc we not alreadv put into the wineprefle, t6
be brufed vnder the hind of fearefull defiraction? How
many plagues hane come vpponvs within thefe fewe-
yeare® Where is become the remembrance of the late’
encmics pretended inuafion? The rumor whereof ama-
zedrhie harts of thé couragious champions which fpend
slitheir dayes in pléafurcsOhthenthey eryed, if they
might be deliuered,they wouldalot fortre time of their
dayes to the feruice of the Lord,” Whetéis the remem~
brance of the late plague, which was fcattered almoft iré
eaery place oftheland?  Oh  then wee'cryed vto the
" Lordnour diftreffe, and he deliuered vs out of alloug

- mieries, Oh thatmean would therefore confelle the

Lord,

. o
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Lord,and declare the wonders he doth for the children
of mien, Byt whatare we now amended:? is the vngods
-ly perfon turncd from his vagodlinefle, and not rather -
ftrengthned in his iniquity? They which were ignorant.
-areignorant ftill,and many like Demas,who feenued re-
ligious,hauc embraced this prefent worlde, As for the.
'frophane both of poore and rich, they haue made a:.:.
‘league with death,& a couenant with the graue.thoagh

2 fwoord come thorough the land, yet(fay they)it thal
notcome at them. And thereforc who can without
‘waterye eyces and blreding hearte, tell this Krcfém
-plague of dearth and faminc which we now moftinftly
-endure. andyct who knoweth how longivfhall cennt-
nue,Now,(as the Prophet{aveth)we are gathered tege-

ther and howle vpon our beds for come "and fornewe Hof 7. 1.
. wing,thatis,for the bellic and for the throate, but there 332
isa greater leannes in the foule. Now we bité the ftone

. .whichthe Lord bath caft atvs, bat we looke not at the

. hand whith did fznd it, and who thinketh it to beea

' punifhmentof finne that now raignethamongvst The - {

- * -papiftsfay'itis for our hercfies, the popith Atheifts fay,

~ thatthe world was beft whenthe old rehcion was, for

then all thinges werexheape, likethe idolatrous fewes

 which faid viiro Teremie,thatic was we! withthem when 1

i they burntincenfe & made cakes to the hoft of heauen, < - ##+12

PN

“The ruffiansfay tothe preachers,as Achab faidto Elish |, go0y 18
Are not you the troa blers of rlrael, whé iris themfelus 1 R0e l‘“'
and their fachers houfes, while they hauclefr thecom-" ~ ~ 47
mandement of God and followed their pleafares, yea
. almoft the'whole countrie is o vainely addicted, that =~
h among thefe multitude of:Preachers that are abrozde,
‘ thereisnot one that faithfully - followeth his vocation,
bat they are moleffed by the bateft,and contempedby .
| vhe beft, S0 that we may faye as our Sauionr (ayeth, wee It
| hauepiped vro you,& you haue not daunced,we haue 17-
\ mourned,and you haue notforrowzd, yet wifedore is Plalre 7.4,
\ inftifyed of her children,who are not athamed to pleade
™ her caufe in-the gates of the citfes,before the face ofher -
‘ ‘encmiessthe Lord increafe the number of therif?.
-« Webanelong rmyncdcha same'¢f Chriftians, dn;
o : 23 A »



6 ' The Reward of Religion,

is,the dnnointed ofthe Lorde, and yet our Lampes are
: emptie,and we defer our dayes in flumber, thinkin
Mat,25.2 - ourfelues as good Chriftians as the beft,tll we beveter-
Mat,214,30, ly excluded from the bridechamber:wee haue promifed
Zoh.15.2, the Lord oftentimes to workein his vineyarde,but yet
Ioh.10, 14, Whohath entered? we are the vineyarde oty the Lorde,&
Gen.31.34 hehath dreffed vsiwhat fruit haue we borne  vato hime
:weare the theepe of Chrift, and yet wee know not his
voice:and asRahell couered her fathers idals with fiting
onthem and witha lic, fo wee thatare the greateft fin-
ners couer ouriniquities with hypocryfie “and diffem-
bling. Such pollution of Sabboathes as ncuer was,yea e-
uen in this ime of dearth and famine,drinking and drii~
kennefle dauncing and riot,feafting and furfering, chi-
bering and wantonnes,{weariug andforfwearing, ace
compting gaine to be godlines,and godlines tobe the
butthen of the world,with a thoufand greater and more
- gricuous calamities,asif the bird could fing in the fnare,
.ot as the fatted oxe that runneth wilfullie to the flaugh-
Mat.3.10. ter. Then beloued let vs looke about vs: cuen now is the
axe of God his iudgements laid to the root of euery mis
heart,nd heis accurfed that feareth it not,euen now the.
Lorg js knocking at the doore of our harts, and if ener
let vs open vnto him,that the king of gloric may come
. Euen thefe are the daies wherin iniquity hath gotten
~ thevpper hand,and the leue of mpny is waxen colde.
‘Reu. 18 ¢ Therefore as the Angell warned the godly,fo muft wee
©T T fill come out from among them: mypeoplebee not
partakers of their finnes,leaft vou bearca pate of their
Jagues. This is the harueft of the Lorde, ‘oh letvs thar
¢ the Lords feruants gather out the wheat,leaft it be bur
ped with the tares, Thereis aholy connocation‘to the
Zord,& the Lords minifters found out the tridpet,if wee
Numb,16 appearcnot,the carth will open her mouth,and reuenge
12.22. ourrebellion,& fwallow vs vp aliue: let vs at the length
Hofys,1;2, fay with the Tewes,Come let vs turne vnto the Lord,for
] he hath {povled vs & he fhall heale vs,hee hath {initten
ys and he fhall bind vs vp, aftér two dayes he fhall giue -
vs life,and the third dav he fhall raife vs vp,and: wee fhall
Line before bimg if with knowledge we follow him, to

. know

Pro.y.32.




-'TheReward be'eli_gibii.‘ ' "

Know the Lord his rifing is 1iké the noratog, and Keé
thall come vpon'vs like rainein 4 drought, both.the firt
and the Jatterrairic vpon the-earth. Let not our righte

* pufnes,be asthie dew before the fimne rifing, butput - -

on the Lord ITefus Chrift, add Jét none ¢all vpon *him,
but fush as departfrom iniquitle, " " ¢ v
Secondly,ky this we gather,that the Lord is as'trué itt
his iudgements,as inhis mercies’: for hee threatned b
Mofes,faying,‘lfyou forfake mé, & fal to worfhip ﬁrig{
Gods(as now they did) then'yourheauen fhall bee ag
brafle,and your earth, as yron,and yourrainé like duft,
till they'were confumed from thefice of the earth. ¢
all thefe: miferyesyou may fe# i 'the book of Iud{;es
ey

Samuel, . -andKings, to whichT yefer {ou at your l¢

N
Lol .

fure,as of- sml;D.m‘id,!ér‘ébb,ahj;‘ﬁé}i:h,'zidkia,im{-a’- .
thers,as iti'this pefenit place Pwherethey areoppreffed

sen yeares toghhér, To that hdiuen and bapth o yyaﬂ'é, TR

butthe wbrd of the Lord sbideth for cuér)~
* For thig catfe the Prophcts addeto theit preaching af

Dent.a$s
23 2&

Adudgements: ( Thus fayeh the L‘o?_é % asifthey hid fayde, Dans, 9.

it fhall newer bééilered. Andif th [
men, fuchas'the'Médes and Perfians, * mightnot " alvet,

-much lefle the word of the Lord; which is ke fifuer pu- .’

Y

Tified feyen times;thould haue atiy dréffe or chafigeable
fubftance init.: Wee fee the law of nirture ftand inuiola™

‘ble for cuer, arid fixfl not the law of himwhich made .

‘nature,be alfo fhthurable? ‘when the fire ceafethtobee . . -
-bot, and the water-cold, then fhall bee exceptionta-"" """

’ken againft God his iudgemierits, and notbefore. The

'¥fe of this do&trine is-to caft downe the prefumption of .

“notorious finnets; who, to auyde the terrors of Gad

St

‘hisiudgements, -détéine their dwne foules with thiy,

that G O Dis mercifull. So thatin their moft ingulae
finnes, they will fiye to the mercyes of God, aslifpthc‘y

were the very bond of iniquitic : yea, and thefe kind'6f

people perfwad ¢ themfelues to bée ‘as good Chriftiadg
: uanz}:l lzhe warld, becaufe they ¢an 2y the Lord'ia
. m" . . . . ) LI B v . -

Bugheare me 2 Jiggle in one word Fpra 08, 1 am peie
S
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§  Therewmd of Religron-
fwade thatlf cake to many, of thele. peaple this day,
XVIH\! wirt hath the Lord af{lgne vnta. yg\.dﬂ; ou royb
. i of'hxs;tdhwshaﬂxl} ophet be found a Iyer that
Plar gt f,})th,'}“hc Lordis ‘it malﬁus wayes, and holy in al his
Th4f . .Z or%s,Q; “Mhal] the. Apoftle fpeakewntrugh, that fayeth,
- B dheb G0 1 is aulE thing ththd to. render afflition pg them
gn‘at ;ff,hé't you,andselcafe to you that aré afﬂl(:tediwhy
‘ we then fpoile God “hus iudgements, volefle weé
- ml depri courfeluc,s of owr own fajuation. But you
soill Loy, this ferueth fo;t wicked, asA;hcxﬁs.Tur s,

9.
2

SR E

ﬁaoans Tnﬁdels,aqd U,C-h , which thall haug no parte . - -

tyt hn Iaafwcxm} ?zgfeatcrwx&cdne&canehew '

;;b.;p to’ P,r ;. hysiuftice? thul& amortal]
minepd ure tq c ace png wlmou: 1gncfty,and fhall

-I;r)ceucg lalhing kin 3,1 ggqbe,p dotbum hieouls

u:;u ertaymerh ra fuch as you

Exe.r8. 36. w?qj(& hol pc epg,ys,ws_l,_ asjp qnx For'wlm; faeth
nc Pro ct,V qL) i iuf} man tusneth fipm his righ-

ms 10 JOe u}lﬂ;qg Jbe thalldie, ig if;-And Peter

a Fathy cron od of hisi degl:emﬁu:c,
c‘zc ! ?I;;;nm:;fof af ‘jt,(mpkm:l,lbmh in exa&-
‘3 in defending;asifhe had fid,, ghoteisno cor-
t P“'*V' 7 Efgg of the de: tllplocchﬁth irom . kis iuflice,
-,?wt;‘pi Iuldrcn,o £ God.are coztgGedyfor he fcourgeth
suery child whom he recgiuceh And diescforg he iudge
engs.of ng muitbe d un&mcd agiwellfor t
.Heb. 12,6. cgnﬁr ing of the. f ighjullas theG xm%ﬁoﬁoflnfdclf.
."&‘t o Tcrs ghcrc are tlp; arg fofa.; pa,ﬁ feching of cither
gxqucs 13 1ud°q zmn};{m as{gqn g:qdc@f Adder wijt

hythat iudgeman $b gin akshe houds of God, .
IA ',."1 ‘é‘j

arct:; Y0icE @ SIMEr g4 ey any, impretiion
o tcrror or fnne, ., qncc.cqm;nﬁ;h :J:;s cuftcme of
f upmg,wluda £Hery 1,1);: mh cammit their wonred inia
vqultv,cu 34:0515: yomit out their poyion. of blafphe-
JAMigyy Sand euerig xy violate the Lawes of chartty,wha
!ﬂ;muglmhcuda,ﬂy.,(pn on t{\q {anne, of righteouf-
znqg,c, are, gic_:w [ gﬂﬂ;e ly;dc, and wnhdxccoq-
tinuallnoyle of God Iis waters, are made fp * deafe,
‘Wd’% Siﬂmw oodu&ffc.‘{gwbotkihvfefmo?
~J~ ‘ N)

e el o
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" sfpeoplehearken whatthe Lord faicthin his Gofpell, Mat.ag.48: !
Butif that euill.feruaae thall {3ye inhis heare, the Lorde :.
deferyerh his comming,and fhall begin to fnite his fol- . - -,
law,{craants, and to eate and drinke with the drunken,

the Lorde of thue dcrnant fhall comeina dayethat hee - -
Jopkeshpor for,and in an heure that hee knoweth not,

ndfhall{tparacc him,and giuchim hisparrwith vabe- - - -~ © .
i;ﬂﬁmber,c fhall bee weeping and gnathing of tecth oo
SLhis falbg the énd of feaire Chrifians,and contemp= . . - |
suous figners,carnall Atheifts,and defpifers of wholfome =~
_de@inineswhich haue no part butin this peefent life, with
.endlailgand fearcfull da\gnation in the wortld to tome;
-thusmych.of the firlt past, - the drcumitance oftime?
~Now letivs gac tatha thing which is the fecond part,of
;j:eoﬁfdﬁoa Therewas w famsve mtheland, This was

e-chiefe caufe whieh mbued thefe perfons to trauell,
-the anpiding 6{the pinching penuric of fearefitll death,
-by: lingering ull the endof chis pining faminer - ’
- Qfall the punifhments of finne Winch happen in this
:life, these s iorie more’veliement then famine, There-

sfore.the Leird by the Brophet thréatness vo fend hi/ars :

. Towes df famine to bocakethe faffe ofbread- Where he g,e (16,
ralludeth t0 a mainebadell fignifying vao ws firft asthe

-drrew is the fitteltinftrument tobreake ‘the ranke,foa

.famineis the tharpeft weapon to diffmiy the couragious . .-

-ftgmackes of tebellious finncrs.” Foras thearrowisale  »

"+ way in fight,{o a famide cuerin fenfe : the arrowe hur-

+teth,but not: with.a fpeedy death,a faminetpoileth, yer

-with tedipus mifery, the arrow entered, dothprocuré

.Aore paine and greater wound at the pulling foorth;

Shan 'ﬂcfalh'n > 1n:zeuen fo aboundance of meat fooner

 dilpatcheth a famithed perfon.than : lingering hunger,

.. Therefore Dauid put to his choice of three p?ggucs,fa« .

" . isg,ftying,and pefifence,chofe the laft as the moft {0¢ y.Sam.a 4. ¢
-dpineft,aud therefore a0companied with leffe griefe,fot _14.s5.
vthat difeafe by the rule of phificke is moft daurigerous;

: which is the longeftin ¢ rowing. Now weriay reade of
foany fiminesin thcsﬁipﬁm,ohc and thefirft we rcad
- ¢fiwlsin the dayes ofAbrahamanother intlie ‘daies of Geo, 72.10.

. dvkiak his fonnc;, . Scuenyeeres fmine. wasin Egypt, Gens6 .1

Sk . : <

e pae -
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where Tofeph by the hand of God, fuecored the church

inhis fathers family.And to omit that in Dauids 6m¢;
and that in Ahabs time,with thofe in the dayes of Ieho«
ramand Zidkia, with many others. Wee readein the
new Teftament of an vniuerfal famigte ,in the dayes of
Claudius C2far, prophcfied by Agabus, whenthe

Church did moft notablic relecuc one another. -Vito

the which we may adde that arthe deftru@tion of Ieri~
falem, about forue yeeres after Chrift, All which are
moft worthy fpetacles of humasie miferie, and worthy
cxamples of God hisudgements, to terrifie all them
which fay in their pro{pentic,they fhall ncuet bee moo~
ued, T here we may reade of the pitrifull death: of many
thoufandes which ftarued inthe fireetes; intheface of
their deereft friendes , and yer were noéablé to relcevie
them. There wee may fec howe men were driven to
cate dogges; cats, rats, mice, andhorfe fiefh ¢ -butthae
which is moft miferable, the mothers to fuccour their
ftomacks arid bodyes; with the- ﬂaughqer and eatin

of their own children. What heart of adamant woul

not weepe, yea, rather. bleede at the fighthereef? And

yet behold a greater famine then all thefe. -Is itpof- .

" fible? yéa venly, -a faminc of the word of God, wheén

Amo,8,11,

men fhall poe¢ from one Sea to another, and fromvthe
North to theEaft, running to fecke the word of God,
and fhall notfinde it, In that day fhali fall both the faire
virgins and the yong men,which fweare by the idols of
Schomron,& fy, As thy God liueth, © Dan, and asthe

God of the way of Beerfhebah liugth, they fhall fall,nei-

ther fhal they euer rife vp againe Is not this greater than
the famine of bread? Tgerc was neuer famine fo great,
butifliberty were giuen, the famine wis cafed sbutin

. thisthey fhall haue libertie to run too andfro,and fhall

notberelesued. There was neuer any famine where-
withmen were fo hunger-ftarued, but fome recoue-
red, butin this fayth the Lorde;  They that fall, fhall
neuer rife againe. Qh that the open contemners of
God his word, would drinke but-one drop for atafte

of thefe fearcfull iudgements: T am perfwaded thatthe -
heateof gregdic finac would bes fa coelsd in ‘b‘)l\:l.'
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- that they fhoulde recouer the heatth of thewr foules,
which willneuer bee,till of open prophanersthey be-
come publike profeflors. But of all thefe famines ,
thereis but one caufe, which is the abufc of the crea-
tures of God,for {o the equity of iuftice tjczhuircth, that .
inthe fame thing wherein they finned, they fhonlde
beepunithed. Like as the thicfe was bounde for thae
which he ftole,. to reftore foure folde. Fulnefle of .
bread was one of the finnes of Sodome,and they vnder-
foode not from whome they bad it, becaufe they were -
vamercifull to the poore,and therefore abufed it by vn-
thankfulnefle, o & )

And this is 2 worthy do&rinc @ bee vrged in our
dayes,wherein our abufo is er then our want, and
yetour wane is fuch as huth’ not Beenc heard of thefe
many yeares. The couetous felles keepeth in his corne,
and draweth vpon himfelfe the curfe of the poore, fay~
ing,itis {cantie,it is fcantie, wh(dqlm garaers are full,
Isnot thisto tell thatthe Lorde his hande isfhortened,
whenindeed itislengthned »  Is thistofay, thou 0+ ;
peneft thy hande and filleft with thy blefling euerzcli-;
gien%‘thing?Nay,you plainely accife the Lorde of illi-

ralige,

O deteftable crueltie,who for to fatvp dheir own po~
ficrities, - willmurthér the bodies of many thoufands
ofpouertie, yea this -ismore cruell then miurther in
the(ight of God, Why deale you notplainely, 4nd’
fay, the Lordchath ginen aboundarice; yet vourprice
muftberatfed, foyou fhould fpeake truclic, and
excufc the liberality of the- Lorde in excufing your
owne couctous defires, But oh wretchednefle, “you
will not laye thefaule vppan the guiltie, you ffh-

e the couetous, whomethe: Lord% abhorreth, and
condemst the innocent libetality ofhim, who gi-
ueth to all freely ,and caftechonein theteeth. Ano~

‘ther (ortthere are more viler than thofe, who of this
great want , which ifthe Lord fuffer to endure, ~ will
turne to extreame famine,yet they wil fpend morevpon
one to wake him druske, than vponone dozenofpoore
fplks Thele e she Gles i, deunkasden, e - -

very
_A__;__.-‘
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very caterpillers of our countrey, who Like the horfez.
leach are euer fucking;and peuer fatilfied, and thefe on-
ly confume muchthat other thould notbee contented
withit. . Of thefe both Cities and Countties arereplen
nifhed,and the Magiftrates fuffer them with lietle or no
unithmgnt at allsbut if the poose preachers rebuke the.
foﬂy,dxeir tafety is indangered by this ranenous broode
‘whoiare nop athamed to glue rayling, yea & threatning
Ipceches, Add magiftrates feruants are in greate(t fault,
who- are not oncly partakers’ of this valeafonable drig-
king, bntalfo deale priuarely withtheir maifters, that
. #hofe which are complayned, might efcape vopunithed.
. Thus are the pootanrelieucd, the country vaprouided,
the people vnanfwered, the wicked vopnaithed, the
. common weale.vorefarmed,tht godly vncoméorsed, &
theiudgements of God baled downe vpon ve, that . wee
mighs be cuctlaftingly confounded. - - ..
therememt.a certasmman Now arc we come ta the per-
fons thattraueled, which is the fecoad part of thisverfe,
which we fhewed youended in the fecond verfe: they are
firft generally defcribed in this verft, and after fpecially
by.namess the next verfesithey are of two {orts, firft the
parents,Elemelech & Naomi,fecadly the children, Msh /
" . lomand € kwleom,who are all délcribed by the place from
whenge they went,Bethlehen Tudihs 1t is fo called bes
canfe thege was another Bethichem, in the tmbe of Zeba
lonsand this is that Bethlchem which in Gepefis is: cal-
led Ephratha,& therefore thele perfonsarc in thefe two
verfes called Ephrathits, * of the place where afterwarde
" Chriftwas borne. Then itis apparant by the booke of
‘ofi1g 1g Tolyah,thatthe tribeof fudahhad the fruitfulleft pofef-
Jen.35.19 fion inallthe land of Canaan, they were the greateft in
Math.2.1.  gumbet,the wileft in pollicy; the richef} by inheritance:
“hap 1. yet we fee when the ourge ef God-came; the famine
inuaded their countrie,and erope, into the wals of Beth-
lehem, apdl-made the wealshiet amang them to flie:yes
this Elimelech, which was as appeareth by his-cosfan-
.. guinity of the.princes of thg whele tribe, fuch is the ves
-King, 22 hemgency-of the Lords arrows,when he fhooteth them 2»
34 brogd,thatif king Ackab were io his chaciotyin ik« “'.ifi
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-deh oFkis hoft,yet one of them fhall giue him a mortalt
wound. The vic of this do€trine is, toteach vs thatif the:
Lord fuffer his plague to continue, he will firike downe -
the chofen menin ifracll,the chofen menin England,yea . - '
'}he nobleft among vs, who think the mfcl;_xés in «,l;]r::;_tcﬁ"
ecurity,can he cafily bring to greateft mifery. Therfore p :
. ?;ou whofahcads thz Lord] h.ul% adyanced ryoucr our l’fal.:y‘:: P
rethren,looke to your calling, for the voice of the Lord' PGlLIgo.2
thaketh as wel the Cedars bf Libanus,as the little fhrabs Mah1s 3 "7. '
in the wildernes of Cades,itis as cafic with him to binde Eyo4 1.2
thie noblesin chaines, and the princes in linkes of yron, gy y1.2 2 |
3s to raife vp the poore fromthe dunghill to the throne. ;i 1o g5
Did not his darknes couer as well the courte of Pharso = © 5
as the countrie of Egypt: Was not the fiftborn of the -
king deftroyed, as well as of the poore pefantes of the
dwellinges of Ham?Yea, whenthe Ifraclits were cartied _
<aptine to Babilon, their king and his children flaine be- /-
fore hisface, hisowne eyes putout, and afterlead i
P a:chaine, neyther was he fpared for his throne, nor you
tor your dignity and wealti ‘ :

»

* Ohthatyou would therefore be warned of your flips’

. pery eftate thatyon might auoide the heauy wrath~ of
God, when without refpet of perfons Hee fhall indge-
both quicke and dead. Let not the lots of your inhen-
taunce deceiue you, though theirfoile beas fruitful as'
this of [udzh,and your poffe!fions neuer fo great:he that-
in one night deftroyed all the fruits of Egypt, can alfo’
in one houre blalt vour corge with deawes, & confumé'
vour polleflion with drought,for a fruitfull land maketh
bebarren for the wickednes of them that dwell therein.

Sccondly,we note out of thefe wordes,when he fooké’

Yie wife and children with him,an cxample of a peligions’
fither,and alouing hufband :  he might(if he had cor-
fulted with fleth and bloud) done like our hafbands in
thefe dayes,which had rather in their wandrine, thifta-
botit for themfelutes,and leaue wife- and children in 4
fea of troubles,to finke'or fwimme to forte doubtfull -
relecfe. But the godlyiri old time knew that their wiveg® -~
#nd childred were as themfelues,and 2sthey were core-
il o cherith their owne Eodics,fo they were mindfull’
- e ’ . to

{ - I 4
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2 nourifh their ovwn families. This the Lordatthe ﬁg&'

mariage thareuer was,commanded that for 2 mans wife

- he fhould forfake father and mother, & they two fhall

€n.3.24

be onc flefh, as if he had faid, parentes muft not hinder
fellowfhip of wedlocke, much lefle &oucny or tempo~
rall wants:as the barkeis ioyned to the tree, & theflch

to the bone, if one be without the other they both perifh.
fo mutt husband and wife liue and loue together,vales ;

they wil be the flaughter=flaues of their own deftruéti-

" ou.Weread of this practife in the fcripture,when Abra -

sen.i2.8,
3en.36.8.
3ea.cap,

#2.434%
l.Tm".’ .

ham by reafon of a famine went down into Egypt, hee
tooke 8ara his wife with him:when Ifhak by reafonof a
famine wét to Abimelech the king of Gerarhe took Re
becca his wife with himHow do we read of Jacob,how
twife he fent into Egypt for all his family, and the thirde
time he went down with al his houfehold, his fon Iofeph
fed him fiue yeares of famine;yea the Apoftle faith, that
heis worfe t.zcnan Infidel that prouideth not for hisown
familie, & Chrift going from his difciples afked them
if they had wanted any Sun

thing. Againft,this point of doctrine there are manie

that offend:fome that are married by their couetous pa--

rents,who refpect nothing but wealth, are fo matched,

as if 2 vine wereplanted in the fowing of the fea, which
profpereth beft wheé the water islowe',euen fo thefe are-

in fwecteft fellowfhip when on is a thoufand miles fré

t?r, and they anfwered, no-

LR N

. theother, Others there are whichin their marrieages,

Gen,6.

pleafe nothing but their eyes,which asold per(6s cannot
fee without {pectacles,’ fo they cannot find wiues with-
out the fpectacles of bewty,& thefe loue as fong as bew-
ty endureth,which is till they beficke, for ficknes is the
cutthroate of bewty. Some takewiues & husbandes as

fools find peasles for as they cannot difcerne them from

pebles:fo thefe are ignorant of all kind of duty towards

one another. From hence proceedeth all the adulteryes,
which are dayly committed, here arifeth the fountaine:

of firife,contention,debate;ieloufie, & allo the vnhappy
blows which many giucto their wiucs: hence it cdmet
that fo many Gentlemen and others are feldom at home

bur eyther beyond the feain warres orin yraucll, which
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intheir ynmaried eftate,wanted nothing but wites, but
now being maricd,want all things but wines. Hence it
commeth, that they termed them by the odious titles of
croffes,plagues, troables, and alfo as 1 hauc heard fome
fay, the caufts of their vadoing,wheras they may as wel
accufe the eie of his blindnes,as their wines of their own
wilfull miferie: andto conclude,there isnot one breach
_ofléue or kindnes between them, but it fpringeth from
thefe corraptions, which then were fowed,whé they ins
* tended their mariage.But oh beloued,let not the godly
bedrawen away with the crooked conuerfation of thefe
tontentious perfons,but let thé be armed with the fote-
named examples of godly vniz, that as their troubled
daies were eafed in the ioy of their owne loue,fo let our
miferies be releeued,which you fuffer in wedlock,with
your eomfortable agreementin chriftian focietic,for fo
fayth Salomon,Let &y fountzine be blefled, & reioyce pro, .28,
with the wife of thy youth:and thus mnch of thisfecond
do&rine. Thirdly, by this wee may note that the iodly
are opprefled,when J:e wicked haue abundance :heere
we fee the Ifraclites which were the Church of God,had
;famine,bt;t the Moabits,to w{l;:m this mgln cfﬁfcendcd
eing a cutfed generation,inceftuous Gentiles,had plen- pry -
tie &gabundancgc,for els Elimelech would not haue gonc g{:{:}; .:z:

thither to be relicued. This may feem a firige thing,thac
the godly fhuld be opprefled with famine,when world-
lings & heathens ﬂ)al{,wallow in their wealth, OF thefe «

Dauid fpeaketh,I haue feen the wicked firong,& fprea-

ding himfclfe like a baytree.And in another place, They Pfal 73, 4.
arcinclofed.in their owne fat:And againe he faith, The

haue their portion in this life , whofe bellies thou fille

withthy hid treafure, their children haue inough, and

le}tw the reft of their fubftance to their children.And in

—a

i anbther place,there are no bands in their death,but they

’ arg lufty & ftrong,they are notin trouble like othermé: .
& alittle after,thefe are the wicked ,yetprofper they al- .
‘waies & increafe inriches. The yery fike youmay hearin Ver.12.
Yob,&in § Prophet Jeremy.But of righteous he faith, Tob.2s.7-
& often crieth out of their affliGions, their forrowes & Tere 1.8,
\ nakednes,their hiiger & mifory,al the daylong are they ‘
o . -7 appointed -

- -
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appoynted i Theepe to the flanphter; § en; oitiSabiout
(l‘:}[:ri({ ’ronoit,ncc& himfélfe in his mYembéi,’s," “poore,
. Mat.z5,42. hungry,naked,harborles,dﬁrﬂy,& impriforiéd,die f&xes ¢
43-  hawue holes,and thebirds of the Airé haue defts; ‘But the
Mat.3,20. fonneof manhathnot wheretoreft his heid: And the i
Heb. (1.3 7. author of the cpiftle to the Hebrues, faith ofithe godly,”
Some are ftoned,fome cut afurider, {fohie fline vith”?
thefword, fome wandering Abroad irr goatsskiris and ’
fheepe skins, deflitute, oppreffed, euili entréated, of
whom the world was not worthy, wandering in deferts,
in the Mountaines , in denries and caucs” 5f thie caiths”
Tudge now I befecch you, betrweene the outward éftate -
of the godly & the wicked,arethey not contrdty? That -
- which ofthe world is condemhed, is ofthe Lord cow”
fhended vet 1 befecch you my brethrembe not tertified *
. from gdMlines, but rather ftrengthened in your profefii-
.. oo.Th# willyou fay,tellvs the caufe of all this inequa~*
litie. Our Sauior anfwercthitvery wel, Yot ate rot(faith
he)of the world, if you wete of the world, the world~
would lonc his owne: and Dauid faith, that their'porti~
on is onely in this life,bue Chrift faith, our feward fhall”
be great in heauen: and againe, you fhalfweepe andla-
ment, but the world fhall reioyce, but yout forrow fhal®
bee turned to oy, like a womin that reioyceth 'at the”
byrth ofherfonne, fo a5 a Woman irf trayaile hathno”
eafe till afonne is come into the world, neither muftwe’
looke fot any reft,tll ot foules are deliiered ot ofthe
wombe of the body,into the kinedore of heanen.Our !
Sauiour comipareth vsto the fruitfall vine,, vihich'doth -
not ohely abide froft,faow,ftorme and hedte, butalfo
atthe gathering time is braked of,that the grapés might -«
be redched. The gold muft betriedin thefarnace , the |
- filucr fined in the fire,the wheate pourged inthe floore, ©
and before it bee meate for maft, is dlo grdundin the

Yoh 15 r2. hill, fomatwebe proucdin affittion, finedin perfe-,
" cation,and cruthed in peeces, vader the burther of our:
owne miferies, thatwee may bee made prepated read |
for the Lord his owne fpending, - L
‘Why then doth the Lord make fuch farge promifests
bis Church, of plemty, fecing it endreth continnall po<t
seet . ucrae

Ioh.15.19.

1oh. 16,80,
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oktyf] anfwere, the Churck sf Godinuft be whﬁdetd N
after two forts, 'the firfiasit js tfenfed in the bloud of
Chrift, and ‘wathed pure from all' outward aid notori= .
ous offences;- .vnio whick eftate mhne all thofe outs ' .
ward promifes of lxbenh:y;n the xpturé‘ Theferond -+
is thednline& cRate or cprripred tonditis of cuery one
- in the church;enen voto tre worldé ead :* vnto this pere
gainé all che pusnithments, wdons; 8¢ tributationy,
which g:‘ﬁdl endure:whuhdml.ord fedeth vpoid
them; night by litde atd tirde foourevs from
ﬁxbns,znﬂ weary yswiththe miferieh of! thit
l!fc tlmm snight the miore’ cawnettly defirethehift to
eolm sifor.the Lord dothhere Reoyrievs; shatwe fbitd
sot becondenmed with the ‘world, “Exampleyofther
are ol plentifull in the vhieteRament of thé Church
ofthe lews,ﬁc&n' as much a¢' the perfecti@ of the:charch
clng onoclo&,w like broken ‘glalfe, which casumicr
fo the church: ci areainge t!mﬁ‘ .
yrm&m ,: but theyuare albreferredtp dic'lifs
to, colbc.‘lhdre ﬂlal beng lnmgb thirﬁ;nzkedncx, for .. .
aile famine,or forrow lit'hlturcs beihg wi. 1T -
d piey of the fa&hfnlt gﬂulldlea e L
ot a{:m:&n receiue many thoufand rimes, " fof
‘eucry. ‘.’ : ichi ‘théy here endured, ecornallfés
icifie inghe préfece ofCZuﬁ,wheﬁ all\Vorldlmgs t)u; e e e
be butned with vaguenchable R
Fonythlyiinthat drey wét dawn:odfewxcked Monbm" ot
anditherc rariedyivee noce that it ;s lawfull for the godly
in: & titnelof irceefiity, to crm&dp orrielicfof the ve-
‘eddefties of God {6 they bonovpollined with they
upcrﬁauom ‘Feor proofc < hercof ;- wé haue the formier
examples ofAbrahani.in Egyptiof Mabac in Gerar, of gen. 1. 7.
Mofes inMidiin,wlien e fled from Pharav,of the'tbies g 1.7
of Hracl,. I&qd:bdgc& inthebouls’ of Rahab, So'difl wyo. 5.3 7,
she Lor&con\xpzhd. Iofephinadréame; to take M. gc 5.1,
and Chiift, & to'gog into Egy }t,:m-ﬁne Chrift from Mash 2,10
{e56dtS did-Chrittask twaser of il wotnar of Same- 7o 47
#ia when hie waz maty withinfinige other tellimonies,
ﬁ'hlﬁb thegadlymay “find in'the fckipture.But the vi¢ of
Shis poimkihatﬂdwagk the Lord-hach permitted this
&

] Jiber-
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 this1 19 ¢y to& S}%t!macco;?gx:g'ofhpw‘

:‘ AR r.punl 1prcyarcd 51}: ;}{ts of ce{pople, with
e faupprtq relicue them, " For asb he. gzx d‘ ¢
the Cmy ,M

;onmn bfAbubam zxgmt ;dxhg
it anfw iaccb

Rebeceawa
s praie,enf fo he qﬁ&u&cd. hefc toMo3b, where Ru
"“"” 13 ﬁ l:;,nd t,{mpcrcﬁ cxhary of the wicked Jo 'ue\ia (3
g P :,apong them By q]x: hich we
are tau:lnwlm frengdlfup or loucwr, oWt gnngm
W cﬁarccomt among ¥S.yea tho 5 we, w,ppnk
gx(rpo of iheir carts,y t we muft vito them
thep tO yorti6 of their hog es.thans ?anfnh are
l:,nm .Thi ls 1s sot 21}” wntten onl y in thehook b Gol,
. ut 1 ted in (344 olenery ¢
dm&w nfbm don by %ﬁgﬂi‘:&ycz ?}&‘zﬂh@; 3;6
in them,we know how the king of Fpypt gauccomms-
dement fon Abraljain, 3t one houid hugs.hig. nuxy
-of his polelfions. Ke b;mhc Adks of: dx‘iégﬁﬂ $,you
fhal éc how, bhﬂ:a;ouap 03, 18ER i¢.¢] :Yx
cirrtely,. and fome vpon their  report c]xcbe ﬂo -
aneo ﬁ;ﬂ What flalf we then fay to this bealt
uzof 1 mang among vs, who will hardly: km;t
poot jan firaungery to harbour ainong s o e
were rmfox a;thcy a,tr,meak& the ¢ E{xtno Idnm
¢ our fclues, eqa,ufe they vm)on ﬂm patne of
iftyb v} lil.& lclbffmb lctyados good
ey yopoy én')‘. utﬁm‘le‘ w at fhall wed dpa vmo
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adis,who being fent td, vake him;yec whenhee had sake, -

them & lead them to the'city hefuffered the king to do
them no huit,busrefrefhicd them with meatand drinke,
andfenethem away in fafetyEdr our ourward corteons

receyriing of infideds is hke toales of fire,to draw thém ‘

inloue with our “inward - seligion, - We know Bow the
Lordcamminded the Iowes to'be goad vnto firangers
becaufe. they were ftrangers in'Egype. We kaow how
the Lord commended th eftvatinge Samaritaty beyond
she prieft and the Louite, becuf he fuccsiired the poot
wounded kew, whichhad falien: amvong theéles. ‘At
-sruely. weoue felues may be  ftrangers in cthet Conh--
tries,thorefore let vs do good vatd them now thar wee
:a‘y receiue the like of ia'n againe,for this is the lawg
the Prophets. Zoen Blewdlech, when they had 2.- 4
ped onc daunger,they fellinto amother forsow,wherr by
the mercifull kindneffe of the Lotd they were ipynt
come together in Moab,and there quietly feated, ' fea-
ped the avowes of famine; bythe - hand of God, the fa-
ther of the family,the neareftand the deateft ynto thetn,
. minpknic". . P e it 1
_ Wheze we note the very lotof aitthe godly,mmelit,
that the end of one forrow isthie beginning of another,
hike the drops ofraine diftilling:from, the top of 1 heufe,
when oricis gone another foltowethy tike afirig vppoti
thefea,being onthesap of one wase, lyrefemly-ie eaft
. downte the foote of an othes; like the feede which be-.
ing{pread by the fower is hanted:by the foules; "being
ecne and pafk theirreach;i¢. eadangered by frofeand
ow, beingpafled the winwrshur, by beaftes int
Rimer, being ripeis cut with the fickle, threfhed wich the
flaife,purged inthe floofe, grounde in the mild; baked
in the ouen; chewedin the toevh, and confumedin the
- fomacke, This made Danid:fay, Gieso are the roubles
ofthe rightcous;butthe Eord delivereth vucofall Bue

be not difeotnfored oh my Brashiemforthoroughmas A8 1

sy affi€tions muft we enterition the kingdome ofhei-
uen,and by affliGtion wee arcmadeliketo the fonfic of
God.But to the matter, We fee here their, fwectfchows

Rip iaproucived by deagh which ipdecd isihs ool on

Hebsae lﬂ’
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W@d@;&qﬂdﬂup(ﬂh&sug{gobd teffon: for: Gﬂ'W“‘
~ Tingsto rememberhow thelord difsppoiarcha) theiss
pucpoles,and ouerthrowsikitheis counfels, shere vainst,
hea gy The merdhant haning obla is:hankos
romifetly reft asid feciutirg 1o himiclf, dhe; hutbandman,
aning:garhered his, fruiesineuer doubtoths biughe thall
Ipend themy®; prouideth for mote;the Gentleman com
ﬁunggq,hisglmdsv, ‘thinkesh his reusnewes o pheafang
Ma  life, will gnduge:alway + Jike: the Apoftles~-whan Chrifk
MAWIZ4 wasranfligured inthe mowas;, prefenthy theyiwauldé
"t E?_,‘-'-‘}-‘_i'tabcmacks of refidenge 3. bug as the clayde came;
botwixg them and heauen, aod -beroaued them of theirs
purpofe: guen fo fodaipely-will death come & dépuuiey
. Youef yourprefiss,sall the, marchant - from:his hanke
. the-hifbandrman from kis faeme, - the, Genteman frem, -
hislands, the noble inanfrom: his honewr, - the prince
amhis king dome the Lady from her pleafpresas thiy,
~ Elimelech wns fodaingly from wifc snd children,: . -
© _Sesondly; by. thefawetds wenote the goodpes,of God:
t{gwegd both the dead-man;and aHowike and-childresas,
orno doubtbut they. all defired to_be fetled in-fome:
place.or oshteriand hieseshe Losd: fyffereth she husband -
with wiféand family,* :-be quietly feated before'theik
feparation. He uﬁng«hmmued him dway-in bisiow'=
vey,as hewas comiping;. & thenoh how wauld it hate
?ﬁcludv both him-and themzhina to leang a.paore comi .
 fortles. widdaw and children behinds withoug dwelling;:
gr.mgintenance,for hbme agdin theypould got sequne,
", byreafon of the faminis, -atd to go foorth-qutheiours
<" peywithqur & guidey waslike agifafhip were fette on,
fba without axmtincs,!, Therforein fuffering them;
" all.to dosne. fafe ta Moab,and there to live tlkthey got
- fmowr and dwellinges,, ndalfp maintendunce, - Wasa -
frtgular fatosw of the Lrdtowards hotk, ‘thathowlo-r
gr thoy were 3fBiGeilyttthey were'nonleft-deflingte,
R0 Sad thisteachclivs thatsmabour affiidtions we Tacciue,
i - Fu 21 Elpatialtblofinget avthe. handet Gofhfer thisendthat,
‘we-fhoyld notbe fwsllowed  vp offorsone - There i,
Be.Gekoeid=pusitis cytherfhore and {haspé;orelle tedie
Rasaudlight if it bee fodaine and yery. extreamey
«.,‘_“’ R ‘ K oA AT q
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the dontitiuanae of it iv:budshort, sf irbe Jong andaedis
. ous, it kath fome tine of ealo;{cmetine of mose quat-
ses;fo §im bl our mhiferigasyee mayfay with dhre:godly, Pla.134.3.
IftheLoed had not beengan ons-fide we had b '
lowed quich: hee témperoth thefodaineft fhowsds with
Leaft continutnke, and vhe dongeft. Winter hath-nmany
| faire daes;Beftrong thetofore my hrethren & fifters;for
furcly the Eord will ftablith yoir htares, feardinorall =~ . ..
the dausigeisof the-wosld sthough as)many troubbey ~ * % = -
compaile vsyasithere wase Stiaps about Hifeah, vevlifs b
:{‘your ;- thare arc spany thoubsdes sdee ‘wivh vg 2.Kin € 20
jeti are:agaisft vs. He thatfuff: rethnone to boetempw
ted abouo their power, will nat by moze vponvs'thety
we are ablé ta beare : but'ag hewrefled with Bagobwirls
one hand, he held him vpwith the other s fo thoughhe
affi€t with one arme, hee thill fuftaine: with the othérs
Wiich roskerhemwines. Now.we.are come sotheehil
dré;8ctheholy ghoft expreflesh § friendilup which they. :
receiued of the Moabits after the death of the father, .
Whichis, theis mariage wish theic daughters: Wher' firft
of allit may be demanded in this place fecing the Lordy
forbiddedh all firan .mmgu;wgithcuhdi-fmbdf& i '
Pmelech did née ofterd againit thivlaw:wa ko' the Deusz 24
viifmdriedare atdiberty. to mary whom they willioncly
in the L.ord:now the-Moabitswere heathen peaple,and
. Piungers from God bis coutpang,& therefore thefe pen:
fons masiednot ‘n the-Lordy T which I anfwere brief
ly; thaethe Ebrd forbiddeth: mariage with Infidels; fox ,
oo ‘caufes, firft, when wecmay lawfully, and wihous ¢ Kin.r5.4
dainger ioysc our fe'nes to, them that are-godly & wil
., prefumptuoufly for worldly refpects, run tothe daugh- =~ * 7. -
tersof miens fetondlythat we fhonld refraine fromalt -« .- -
fuch marisges:, whers weazelike to.bec drawne ‘away
from vus profeflsior; .aswe f¢.in. Salomen. Butthefe. Ex0.22. 1\ -
fonmedof Elimeléchof endvd in noncofthefe. Forfik =~
theywerdinow-Rringess ihd hud po.pthes choyce, and: Vaghaas
feeondly it appreareth by thar which~ followath, . that
theywere! Both: well perfwaded ig religions. | For as,
Mafes hawped 2 - Madiznitifh, whman,, -andiwas
Warticiéfc, Aqd, Salman; the fonng of Nefiaflo, - e
Ly Ca . PnwS
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princé of the Tewes, maricd with Rahah, (which both
~ wercthe parents of Boaz,mentioncd hexeafter)and was
.- " faultes,nay itwas done by the permifsion of Tofiab, &
therefore lawfully euenfoth:&flmn JTewésmooucd
with the fame r’éa}ohs,;chbdﬁdxhc\lﬁﬁ\milgps- But.
fome:will fay,the Fews which had maried firange wiics
in the captiuity of Babilon,might haue this a-
Meh. g.1.3 Bainft Nehemiah, thit they were in captiuitie, 8chadno
B2+ wosmento wke but ftringbrs, To the which Tafwerc,if
%‘ Wiey had fo obictted,, GE ba&&oketiwnq\lﬂh‘;teﬂ_ﬁ
- .- wotdd Nehemiah kae ré;{yeé;. for therc wercewith
women.captiucs aswell as meny anid further 1y, that,
this theirmarrying of frange women, was the canfe of:
the defrution offrany Iewifh wornen,who beingfor~
faken of their owne people, muft of heceligit by miati-
ed to infidels, . which could acuer retummeto Iexufalem..
Againghefe fons of Elimelech by their mariage,gaincd
greter fiuour of the Moabits, but fpecially, thehande.
P ‘of God was in it, that when they boththouldbee deady;
Ruth might be married tb Boaz,and he made amothes
of Chnf.” -~ * AT ; R
‘ Firft thexefore we note ot of this,thatas thefe Moabits
* . werekind fo the fatherin giuing him refidence, fo they:
were louing to die fores,in giuing them wites 4 nota~
ble.cxanple of humane eburtefie, giué vnzo us by thefe.
heathens; that we with the kike fanour fhould ¢mestaine
firangery,  Burmany coficiols parents in thefe dayes,
which waishd be acconnted Chriftiahs, arc {6 fxtre fromy
s, " ; doing thisvntoftrangers, that they will hardly dos the,
i like to their owné nawralt countrymen;ratherimitating,
Gen.32 150 theyngodly Laban, - who made ‘marchandife of hus
18d5.1,13¢ duughiershen godly Calein thebeflowing thén of
©thniellbe he neuer fo poosé;if they had ferued web
- of Church ot c6tmon weakh, rather defiring toaduance:
_their polterity in the gloty ofthe world thé todcharge:
<" their duties in the prefenct of God. They waltloy they.
dymc atthis, the feare. of the Lord, when s ifthey bad
mavched cheir children with Turkes. ‘or:Jofldels,” theyy
" would rfot,or touldndthe wiore frofane the thofe, -
‘uing onely dcfg are givasdly obedica o Chivtian

.....
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rince,that they mighe withumote Libertie, follow thieir.
icentiqus Atlicifime ; whenas potaduenture the othes
* would not fa diffemble ¢ o that goods,. and nos gooda
nefle,the world,  and:not theword, carthly . vanitie,
’ and not heauenly felicity, . our pazeats aymeap. - Bue
: what fhall we fay of them that . fatce their chil
notonelyto match againft theid mindes, butta mary’
ric with publike papifts, and knowne recofants, onely
for shm&nf shis life. | Trwely I aunfwere, thatitis
againft thefe thacthe Lord fpeaketh,  whenhe fagthy :
¥ou fhall nov taketheir daughters to yous fonnos; riey DEWST-2¢
giue your daughters to' their fonnes, biitag theyhae .
‘marned without the counell of the: Lord, inmurdes
ring the ftuits of theyr owne bodyes, cuen fo.they
Ihjl profper without the bleﬁjng 'of God, in confoun
ding thefaules of theif awne itie: and as the chiks
dren of the Tews which were bame of firange womeh,
wére feparated from thenew founded Temple,etiert fo
thefe thall be. axcluded from the ‘euerlafting Terufe=

km. . : . .
" ndshey tarviedsbere. Thistime of their abode
#n Moab, fignifieth the ﬁ:’u: cantinuance of this mife~.
| fy. Firft for theTewes athomne; . who endured famines.
. andfecondlyfor thefe abroade; which lined among In~
- ‘fidels tenne yeares togither. Itisa feareful thing with

l ¥s, thatwé haue but one yeates famine, ohthen we S

*  thinkethat the Lord hath fosgotten to be mercifull.
But we hauc lieard already offamines of great contind-
~ ance, thatin Joféphs time wasfeuen yeares togethcrs
thatin Dauids time was threc yeates abd. 2 halfe, -and
thismifery lafted tnne vearestogethet, Whertin nigs
ny goély;?grfons did patiently codure jt. Howisis
then, thattoi shis listle dearth among vs, whercarefo,

E’:}t&xé]amhﬁoﬂt forcorneand plenty , fuch borriblé; -
. blafphemicsagainft the Lord himflfe faying »/Shall
- thiscndtrealwaies?- Was there ener any pooré peopler
S dhueafRicted? b’ this the fruit of the Gofpelhh , Are
: iic'fe{bcf&uoursiofGodanﬂhisﬁghncouﬁxes} i kea-
ping hisptormiey . with fuch ke, ¢oo hatrib! qg‘féf

T T«
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foffered , asif the Lord ware not ableto -relecie vs, o2

elfewere vniuft in punifhing our finnes, howe can thag,

be, feeing he u.lredn for: repentamce,:and amecade-

‘mem, "and then promifeth (Krcnﬁe/ ard:aboundance,

Thefe Saints enduced fome three, fomwe feuca, ando-

tbers tenne yeares famine,' and yet we fay,wds there.

‘euer fuch 2 people thus affli&ed Like towswighong
- yeasesdearthy L e

« Theéy were driuen o wander abroad im their enc-
.. triies country for many yeases together, fhall wee then,

" ehinkeitfucha mifesy to goe two or thsee miles for

ourcorne2 They aduentured the lofle of their liues,
and weare afiaidé of the leflening and digninithing of
Qurpgoods. - And fhall: we yet fay, these was neuer a-

n ycbgle tormented like yotovsr Yei, I addethis,

nzi!mnnubis'dzy dhere - are xople in the world,
which feant in all theirliues doc’eateany bread, bue.
_giily.che barke of wrees, with{ome other vafea{onable

fifh, others liue of the rootes of the earth; fomeonthe
fruites of trees. And whatfhalt fay more,our wicked-

nc(leis greater then ourwany, our fore is fmatler then,
eurdinne,our Yanfgrefsions haue deferucd vo be puni-
wed with thefcourge’, and yet we are feaice correéteds
with the rodde, - our: complaints ‘are greatés then our.
hurt,and our murmuring exceedeth our miferics there-.
fore we haue greater caufe to wemble ae that. which,
lung‘hedx .ouet our heades, then to ‘foare or arit:for this.
whichwe alseadic fufles, for it is hardly the beginning.
dﬁ'm. A A L "y ‘ S

51 88 Mablor and Chitisn: Now when they were com-

paffed dbout with: the friendes' of their wiues, which
did: promile. fecuritie, shen after a few’ yeares fpens
infafede, the Eord callod them away after their fa.

ther.: - Where wee ¢ but former : doGwiae Hinflifiedy

thatthe end of one £orrow was the beginpning ofandd
dher, When they wezemoftlike éocontinie; tienthey
@aue ouer, as ibwerc in the armes of theirswnes  and
the fidhe of their. aged: mother, . i whome. o6 oube,
tiis was the greatolt griafe of -alt otr, kst mowe

being.

T . -y
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being left deftinueboth of hshand: and children, dhe

fhould without gomfors iug. wirh - the Moabites, and
withaut ioye: returng agayne wntp : her oywpe Coungr
try»as a bird robbed .of heryoungones. . ¥ef fecing .
this is ourworldly les flill 0. endure mufery; letys. foe -5+ -1 S
both our. fhoulders vader the burthen;if is be too heay € -+ <
Jetvs fiec o the finither of our faith with %ealops.and .=+ <«
) ’.cgrncft_p:a‘ycrs,deﬁﬁnghim sither to cafcor toremoyg: - - - 't
hishang, ‘Butfecingwe haue fpoken of this befors, -
ihis fhall fuffice . 5. -this #ime tp -ferue fora, Femeay-
Tanc@, = oot T TR e ael e oA 0y
" Then fbearefe, When her frinndes were departed,, &
herfelfe left comfordles, yet;the Lord remembredhes, -
for cuen thencame the rumer.- wnto ber, thanthe fa-
Anine was ceafed in Iewry, that ther Lord had vifised the
ficknefle of his people, 3nd reftorgd the. plente of f‘ﬁ
carth againg,and thesefare it is, g for hertp.be ha-
fing home againe, for hese. the., holgm(ibpﬁ{ cLHn
down heg sepnrne,and theicatle, of he fame;. fhewe,
shatit waseyen then when ez - children. were dead-for
what thauld 2 godle woman -lige'-.thera, whers. wass
none:thakeonld freagthen hirin the waige of the Lords
* but ratherprougke her 1o empbrace ipfidelity; . Aad. . 3¢
Sainecuen at thattime when fheg wasmoft somforry
kefle for. the lofle of her.children bame this rumeyynte 21 %
ber of the seftoring of her Counie, .{a thatngwNags * T
mi, thou art herein Moab a forrowfull Pilgrimg,. goc.
Jomero.thy Countrie and be adoyfull inhabitant: iy
* decdthy chitdren are dead, bug thou fhalt haue.greater
amfortef thy auncient. acquaintance, -Whatknoweft .
. ahou;bus saw the Lord hath call¢d thee to confolagon,;
» wheread of Iyte thou mighreft thinks be had. wronght
- thy confuffon. . RIS |
1 - By this we gote; : thatehe Bord deferrcth 20, helpe -
il greasettnecefiiuc, cuonasheg. ftayed the frckeaf Genar.10,
Abrahany, whenhewss atthe very; inftany to: cntof 1
Jitde Haaks necke. Sowereade that whentheking, of 3 King;1a.
Affiria ad ingaded 'thghpgdg}ae be.E,zcchial_,"-!!l‘»?m .
Jis Cigties,fubdued his: Copngrig;conqyesed hispeople; < *
a9dhadnnileft him two thonfand horlemen, 2 bn..‘."?ﬁ

P
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deftitute of alt helpelthe the Lord raiRd vp the king o
Ethiop,who called the Affirians from ‘the fiege of Teru-
falem, Whitthall Tfay of Lazaras riifed- trom deathe
fob, Ofthe deliuerancé'sf Peterour of the hands 6f Herod,
RONTY. 34 of; day before hethould hinte beéne Martyred Of the
Ag.‘u.%s'. fhipwracke wherein:Paud was, and Zétnor,one of ther
AR.37.44. yereloft And excellent is thatof Cheift, ficeping in the
mm’? hipfie on a &:‘ﬂo'w fiuffered his difciples to beefo long
4% vgoffed with the violenécof the féa;- tilbthey oryed out
+  Lisrdfaué,we pesith, andthen heawrkedy rebuked the
" sageof the windes, and flilled she ftorms of the fea,
\ }n%i péaceable calnefollowed, This isthaepreferua-
1ite againft defperatidn, “which muft flay our mindes
tache edfre oftheLotds we' muft not ar the firft
. okFér our defired, but 48 Abraham and Zacharia were
. ‘ol efore they had any children,and yet in the end the
* Eérdpromifed and aNoperformed, euen (o when wee
/ haucleaft hope,for obtiyning of ouedefires; we moft
‘dfterireceitie thery, For the Lotd deferréth oue requefts

Torthcreiall of our faith-ahd patience, “that like: as the - -

vihéate corne growetlynoy till ithe dead; euen “fo his
works do not aunfwesc'oiirctpeQation, wll they feeme
, o vsimpoffible s that as the moft pretions pearles are
aCot.1g farcheft brought, and longeftin comming, when we
‘ ¢ hae e we keep themy moracarefitly;enen fb his ex-
39° cellenmercies beine with d#fi culry obtained, fhuld be
¢ftecmed ere thankfully. Thereforebe afpobd come
fore,yot that now forrow, fotyou fhall Be comforted,
ydﬁ%:e iow hunger foryowhall be fatiffied, you thad
now veep foryoafhal tiiphithe Lotdwilthorly tome,
bearebut 4 litke and We'will wipé away> atiedses from
yoitreyes;and thenshhiow kappy - fhall thoy bewhich
: hapetruftedinhim. - . e
" TBat ¥be Lord-bad Gty Thix'isthe It part of
ot ehigfetiptare,being the reafotithar moued hiee o Rernrn
e  irftdler Country. Ofiirisas if thehioly: Ghofthad:faid,
Bred.s6,¢, TheBordlosked vpon the affifted cflats 8 his people,
%izde séfipplied their wanPoffdod T o vifite, itvthe feriptures
R i3 tiken two wayes, firfk 1o puanith, as whenGodfayeth
b fecond: commangderncap, ag hewilbvifieethe.
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Bitme™ of'1he fathers vpon the children,vrto the third snd

fourth generation: fecondlyic fignifiedh

fomte times to

dom on to fhew miescy,asthat of Zachary. The Lord: Lukgsos,
hith vifited and sedeemedhispeople,thae is, heehah o
s fhewedmeicyinredeeming his people.Inchislater fesfe - -

it muftbe takendin this place. - Now the word propaly

fignificth vo go tinfee,and isrefersed vorhem:that are
which By o

ficke,
punifhmeatkfentofGod forwiusn

Fimenaphie is o d:vo firme, f6u finnt
ds abe ﬁthdifof thic touke} m?ty&ly apgzcdf&b Hof.4.9.

ceb- Math.zg,

- meth tofedjis e Taid of Sodeth, T weitl go dawn and fee

whetber ithd akbgedhes foyif motsbhav]
he commeth vodet v4 in cornmifériey; 4

m?&nowsfot
» 3 Phifition o

his Patient,wbom be hathfifborbeforemade fick with
his potion or corafiue,c brisdagh a wholefom or fpee-
dy remedy with him,  Wheso ase note the miferable
eftate of men inthe fickneflc of firne, or voderany of
God hisiudgements,as dearth, & fomine,war ot pefie-

lence “h"iﬂ‘p‘b{} ﬁ;!g:}g@g‘q? dprotablEcohelpe |
€

or comfort themiclues, orto tzkeany

- —————

pot or may, sot & 'in 6z

DPhifitiag%6d Watchmani Tat i e

pleafure ip their
wealth, though they pofiefled the whole world:fo ifwe
be opprefled 1n the punithments of our iniquities,weed

de our

<Dord Burwho can

open,# hé wotnd who canXiéales. ithee curfetvhocan:
blefle ¢ that hith the boniior waidiy maft ifcharge

-

©h my davtlf helotied brethiemynow areth

the debt;& theé Nerd ihae fiole tnpftbind 1s?aga'ne.
ceime b the birthand thereis’ sofirehgth to Be delives

chldsen

red for thisis thie day oF wibthpn. Now are wein the

) ballanéeof: W{ 16 Vg oty ; offelipes with

'L - ﬁ;fam%,‘oﬁ Teourge our ﬁnswithﬁ?:rod:?dcard: f.373

“; * Heitberpf bothcontinue whatend €an welpok forbur 27 *3°

© . the pining of our bodies, 2nd the confuming jof our
foules:Whetherfhall goto efcape the judgementes of

the Lord, weare alrezdy clogged with his irons,andfaft

bolted,if we fitiue to fhake them off, whatdowecelfe

batrebeltagainft he power of thehighefteIf they cone

tnue
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The commumcanon which they had by the way,prin-
cipally confifteth in-the perfwation, of Naonif toher
daugheers, 'thas ;hef?mb xéturne backo dgdine : and
firft thee fpeaketh in the cight and nine verfes.  Her
fpecch containethtwo yarzs, the firft is the counfell the
giucth to theidin ‘words,Get reewr e, The fecond
15 her prayer for them,which is double or cohfifting of
tm:rzm Thc Arftie v€nerd! 14 th Y{é ‘wordes,” Thé

faubsr) to thc 2113 of that vetfe. The fccond is
fpecial in the nirch vcrfc,m thefe words, The Lord grant
_yon2isie you wiay find'y B, e, 'Which being pokcn,
they 1#¢vp theil voyée n vkve‘pt, ‘béing foirowfull fo
chidrtewes, Arid threreforeigiey anlwére in rthe tcnivcrfc,
et the sext
ver®to ﬁié fourfe:dt “Naomii confirneth het formet
couiel-bipwiightic a}gdmcnts’,whch ar ilepn:ﬂ'ed in
Ret quc['ttons N aud, ﬂitg e :J:e.n ﬂ’om et °°°‘l‘
fiwrriages.

The firft igin the cleuent ¥
pioe fontes;to betheir b

ot whijcihettafter Thigh
bom‘wcmi& be but lofif they

rouide them. 10 'mQ |

; feither alrci om,
me, theref ofe | \eir Ta<

K elgu?o.mdcs ’I‘hns is ampl‘zﬁ
c&’in% ¢ elenenth atd twd&h vcrfc o

~-The fecond reafori i imrthe durk centﬁ vei‘fc,m zl-
hatigh'fhe had now \:bﬂ&rcn bomc, et it wouﬁ be b
Bﬂ% oftay Yor ‘them’ dkihey wcrc o age ;muchmore

ﬁone‘borne‘ and leafther dausht crs
thmk?ﬂ'!? Cated riot f &'aacm, flice ad dctﬁ 1, th
eV, hati gneue&hcr more fot thewfa ﬁss,

is B Yone The beareth 6 thierh,then fos hcrgwnc, but
jtis the hand of God, and therefote fhiee s contented,
Laftly,in the 14xerfeis dcchrcd the effef ofshiscom-
h‘n&hxémod, what it wrodg 1; Orpah departedisa
worit oud;come dz't.g e worldf etfwafions, -
Rijabi ideth Of thefe et vs ‘briefcly fpe:

i on!'c' 4 iﬂéy he, b'y ht Pc:xm&pp and afﬁﬁ:mc: df

dieal e ey
' mﬂ “Phig fourhcy é?Naom? toﬁc;( owa
,ﬁintht fbrmet mr: ch hcard mnpd;m

J‘L w

e'rfe.thatﬂtgcb qo .

ent with her2 fecin igfhe
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ken,when fhe heard, that the Tewes were delivered
from' their famine,fo it is more commeadable if we cont
fider the obic&ons,lcts and hinderances, that may bee
made againft it,Firft the way was very long betweene

Moab and Bethleem, which mi%ht terrifie an old wo= .

man;bueif any fay that it was no longer to rewurne chen

it was to come down,I anfwere,when fhe came ' the theg

. fhehad herhusband and children tob eare her company

butnow the was to returne alotie,and therefore the jor«
ney would be the more tedious, Secondly, the confi-
deration of her age might haue hindered this ttauaile,
for her wicb:rccl%ody wouldbe weariedin the iorney}

and what knew fhe but that fhe might dic in the four- -

ficy,and that among ftrangers,who peraduenture would
haue no regard of her age, honour orhonefly: agairie

tio doubt but the had fome wealth in moab, * which o

neceflity the muft be conftrained to leaue behind her,
and for euer to loofe, with many otherfuch gricuous
thoughts which might accumber her troubled breatt,
But notwithftanding all thefe fhie proceedeth on her in-
tended iourney,committing her felfe to the preferuation

- ofGodin all places,who fhe knew would giuc her fome

comforts for the aduerfity the had endured.

. Where firtt of all me note the duty of all the ‘iodly,if
with Naomi they are far from the company of the faich
full,or compelled to departe from them vppon the like.

_ ogcafionas fimine,pouerty,perfecution, and fich like,
that when occafion fhallbee giuen, they rerurne with

Naomito the tgymglc.to.th‘e_ people,to the Arke, ' to the:
gofpell of the Lord,For as God faide to Eliah,when hee’
was in mount Horeb, What doft thou here Eliah, euen
fo he fpcaketh to all perfectited pilgtims, and poot ttue
Chriftians which are "at the gates and T'ables of car-
fall Athgifts,the enemies’ of Chrit, What do you hered

. there js corne and bread in Ifraell againe, the Church,
your Brethren haue now receiued maintenancé:returne
1o the place of facrifices they that worlhippe muft wors
fhip God at Terufalem: the mountaines of Samaria are

R

(;Ks-.:z A

Tohizidz.”

no place of God his worfhip,but at Shilo is his tabemas -~

cleand his dwelling in Siq%'l_'bis we may reade pméza
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fed of the auncient fatherslong ago. When Mofes had
dwclt forey yearesin Madign,, then twe Lord bid him
returne to lus poorebrethren agame, Dauid beingin
great{ecurity with the King of Gath,yet the Lord wold’
notfuffer him there to dwell Ang as th Ilraclites might
* not diwg) witly the Egyprians, bur muft gointo the land
of Cangan fo the Eords people muft abide: but where
he apggj{)r._ct}i them.And a6 t%c Shunimite wornan, aftér |
the [eicn'years famin retyrneth to her wonted dwelling,
euenTo ranftnot we linger with recufant papifts,atheifts’
fwearcrs,blalphcmers and open defpilers of God hismi-
fifters and miniftery.” S S
.- Secongly,we may note in this verfe a godly example.
ofhaly obedignce,& commendable friendfhip,for here
tl}‘c’ dpughers in law are going with their mother ro the
. Yand of Jewry, Where ,cyth'c'rl'or‘rqligion or loye,whick
theéybeare £o their mothet ip Law, they forlake both
Country and fiends to goe with her. Was it not fuffi.
cient fak theifi fo take fhrangets for their bushands; whe
cing de2d,and they at Iiberty,but they muft goe from
théir ovwn Lindred,with o mother in faw? was it not well
forthemgy abide with her fo lang. as fice would abide
with them’and was 2lde to maintaipe them,  but’ now
when (he had Forfikén her dwelling and ‘wealdh,” muft
they,actompany her in her pouerty. Sircly it fecineth
atagPuul Gicthto ‘the LCorinthians, he fought ot
t‘hcigs‘&;i}t}; peinfo the fe worhen defire rather the pré-
fence thep, Uie Wealth of Ndomi;O'excellent obcdicrce
ay gpdg;ﬁjcﬁ;{niip' worthy to be regeftred with erer--

dhus poirs. of religion.that icis eme fricndfhip to oueat

Pro.1,12, " af rm}noz -They had ot paltren years fpace to learn

A Ay

all fimbs, whether itbein wealth'or profperity, in want,
t oy, édlférﬁq'y;qux:;ﬁg many éld tﬁr’ofc&oh 11 Chriftia-
3!; L Whichhaue not profited thus much in twende, .
hiriy, ox foryy Ycars prafeflion. They fay to theif neigh=
bors é;jgr’imsf‘mcffcnccr‘ (i to Tehuys it peacetfo they

2.Rings1a ac st 3}1@&&}},&_&\ ricfics¥isithonour? ‘or 38 it fanout
37 of prujceor GentJensan thar dwzlleth deare thetn,As if

they fliould fiy,if thon be wealthy, thou fhalt haue my
§uicndip,bugif thou be pOQ,rc,‘;Zexi as‘Nab‘aIvan’SWg;&
R RO e PR e B e pauid
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Pauids mcflenger,what is Danidand whatis the fanne
‘of Ishai? {o,whatart thou? [ care notfor thy coinpany,
" getthee fr6 my prefence,l can abide no fuch beggers.
Tsthis dlic fruie QE religion,condemined of the heathens,
“abhorred of the brute b'ca&s,hztcd ofthe wicked,: and-
{ct pradiled of or among chriftians, fusely I hadrather -
'be afr.endly Moabite,then athoufand fuch carnal I~ »
lits s yea, the very ciuil honeft menamong vs,wil rife in
iudgement laxﬁg:n’n(l vsin this point, . they wil liue with-
_out 1yfocr' e, wediffemble in al vain glorie,our friend.
thip is like the company ofthe Iiolphin , iFit be faire
chth;r_glcswﬂl neuer. be from the thip,butif 3 fforme
come,, fhe withdrawcth her fellowfhup. .Away with o
this moft beattlike, yea, rather yonaturall finiling vpon Pgo.17:173
profperitic,,, but grim and {tyange countenances vppon
the afffiQed,either laue atalltime, whichis Salomoens
friendhip,or loue arno time, whichis Sathans amitie,
- Then[asd Naomi. The gounfell that this godly Nao-
mi giucth vatq ber daughters, ia fiinply that they fhuld
xeturng to their owne parents, asif thy fhould fay yato
them, Beaduifcd my danghters, fome will thinke you
very vananitatlthat youfor{ake your owne mothers,ip
&owith e your mother in Jaw,and forfake your owa
.country 1o go.vatd a ftrange placg:theiourny is long &
tedious,youare.tender & weak,better return before we-
.befar gane,to be wife toolate,is to repét too foun,cara
not forme, the, Lond wil inable me as welto goalonz st
“as withyqur cépany. Wehere.wefirlt of all npte amoft;
. fbdl example of mother-fike loue & godly charity,:
or if Naomu had-gone alone, it could not chofe butbe
farre more dungerous then. with compaie ¢ andnone.
‘could receineany. difaduantagehy her counfell befide -
‘her felfe, yeo we fee the careth not for her owne come:
modjty,fo (hc might procure the welfare of hier daugh< -
ters. She might haue friendly. agcepted their owne-:
(p{qff‘qrsqmiifqu dangers had gome, fhee might baue .
fayd,.fhe didnotintreate them; it was their owne ¥pa.
- fecking, .. yet fhee dealcth more plainely with themin -
.tcni:gh’lczﬁ e danger,and asbefore they defire more
“ber company thenher wealth, cuen fo aow ﬂwelogt!tt
et : D.2 o

ce st
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their c5pady wel,but codifellcth their fafety better. This
is the duty of all that feare God,as the apoftie faith. Let
cucty man fecke anothers,and'not their own goed, this
was {o deate vnto the Lord himfelfe, that he commans
ded by Molés, thatif their neighbors cattel went aftray,
they fhald bring them home again. D oththe Lord take

24 gare of oxen,and not much more of men:But oh where

is the car-ful keeping of this commaundementinow e-
uery'man fay th,ciery ihan for himfelf & God for vs all,
but rather,how fhal the Lord be for vs,when we irenot
for one another/Now the wicked world is ful of deceit-
full bargaines, now meris houfes and lands are bought
oucr the heads of their yong and vthriftic fons s now

> wensfarms and leafes are foreftalled bg;?thtr,ﬂlat they -

themfclues cqnnbrcniby?h‘cm : fuch buying & felling,
cofoning and deccining,Borrowing and enging_v;?on
¥lury,taking of fines, ‘rayfing of rents,vndoing of the
pote,and thrufting the weakeft to the wal,as if charity
were ‘orgorten, and the precept of the Lord had neuer
Beenewntten, and ‘finally as though all were our owne
which we can get ‘it oaf handling. Many giue counell
Eke lawyers for thetr fees,but few like Naomi, for their
conlcience. They licke their own fingers,as the prouerb
gheth,butfew wil cat any falt on their neighbors meats
i they can get aduantages of their neighbors vpon fta-
tiites, they luc § extremitie,as if they were infidels. They

Qen.72.9.  willnot ;?v as Abfahamre-Lot. Ifthoutakethe dghe

Phil,s.3.
I ESINEN

hand;T will take thelefes that is my brather my neigh-
bor take thou the choife,I with not thy wrong,ask coii=
fell,& lec ther: be no occafion of fReife between vstmen
will hardly giue ciclier coate or cloakein thefe daies,b
futering inturic they will rithertake both,& althougf
they think it better to giue almes then to take,yet they
had rathertake bribes and rewards then to giue, Ohmy
bzloued,let vs at the lengthbe ruled by the counfell of
thie Lord, % cftseme better of others then of our felaes,
helpis many as we zan, but hinder none,curfed arethey
that lay ftumbling blockés before the blind,and giuc ¢-
uwill counfell for their owne aduantage. -~ *+ -~ -
“Secondly,by thefe words we gather’ to whomwi+
RS P dowes,

i
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dowesbelong,their husbandsbeing dead, namely, to

thesr owne mothershoufe : that i, to their parcnts 3 if the

g_arcnts of their husbandes will not prouide for them, - ]
herfare itis that the Lord commanded,if the dapghrer

of a prieft were 3 widdow, and retuned to her Fathers Le. g

houfe, haningno children, the might cate of the peager .

offrings of the child-¢ of Ifracl, And Paul giucth charge 1‘“”&"

to the godly in his ime,that if any of thcir%lndr;d.wué 1é.

a widdow,of their own cofts they fhuld prouide far her,

and not charge the church. This is a profitable do&ring

both for parents add children.. far. parentsthat they b

carcfull to beftow theit children in godly marriages,

where they may be well provided for,neither muft <y

then caft them off,butif neede beyrecciue them to their.

owne familics again sfor children fecing the Lord doth

thus commend their welfare,& careth for their widdow

head as wel as their virginity,thatthey caft not théfelucs

away vpon cuery one they can loue,without the confeaz

of their parents, wherby they impouerifh their friendes,

vndoe themfelues, & bring a wofull curfe vpon their in-

nocent poﬁctity.'l‘hirﬂy & laftly,by this counfel of Na~

omi we gather, thatif the father bee dead,weowe the

{ame duetic to our mother, which is aliue, for the fayth,

to. her owne mothershoufe.  And Salomon fayth,it is

foolithaes ar wickednes to defpifc ones mother.  The i

Lord curfeth himin the law , “that defpifech or curfeth p g o 0 20

his mather,as well as his facher. In the fift commaun; Deut x" :

dement,he commandeth to horior the mother equalty, e

- oras wellas the father. Many thinke they may be more

bold with their mothers, becaufe they are more tender

oucr them, than with their fathers : but the godly muft

know,that vpon paine of Gods heauie curfe, they muft

follow the counfelt of their mothers with Tacob, as well

asthe aduie of their fathers with Efaw, AndtheLord =

doth often cloath the weaker veflell with more hopour, S€R.12,23.

that thereby wee might karne 10 continuc ourobedi-

ence to our parents. . ... . AT

- The Bord fbew.Tn thefe words the generatblefsing or

prayes is contained, which Nzomi maketh for herwe

. praicthiq hisfauor vpé e ‘
&Whu the praiethsq God fos hisfauor vps il

L e eem—
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s thfgmcwcd fauored her, & totheir dead husband®
asif fhe fhould fay,1 withmo fnore acceptuble blefsing
vpon'you, thényowhiue doneto others:

.1 Whege we brecfly note,tharour duties which vre dif-

' &harge'tq parénts 6t husbands,are as pledges before the
. Loriu{ do'gs0d vno vs, This maketh i delighe to
potire his blefsings vpou vs, when he feeth we dutifully

wilke in his prefence,and it prouoketh thofe to whom

~- weoffer this abediencé,” to poure out their prayers for
wsjinto the cares of the almighty. Eden fo thé negle& of
our duties,the contenipt of out l;:.urcnts,& the dii?db'edi»-
¢nce of our faperiors, procureth both the carle of God’
& thetn,not only in this lifc,but alfo in the life to come.
- Fhe Lord. Thefe wotds are het fpeciall prayer for her
daughters marriage,’ and are thiusin cﬂ?:gt, Lcan pray
for mo greater ‘worldly blefsing vpon you thanthis,that
¢ither of you being vong women, may find quictand
lotiing husbands,and be made ioyfull mothers of many
children, - e el
" Where we firlt of allnaté,that as parentsarc bound

by ‘the law of nature to prouige mariages for theif chil -

dren,(o they are willed by the law of Cod, o priy for. ~
their profperous eftate,, both before, and alfoafter they .

be'naried. And truely this. neuer finketh iritt théhead
of carmall parents,who ar¢ableto doc miofe with their

.. ‘purlés then with their prayers, who wifh cxtremities ta,

. their children; minding onely 2 wealthy,and ot qui-
* et life, Ok how hfc‘isg‘c%thdldiﬁ'g to fach ignorint pa~
‘rents,who onely take'care lijn'/’ 5 that we mrghi bee lif-
ted higher,whé they ptonid not for vs againft the ftor-

- mictempefts of voquizt Eties,dfid the'dan gerstigdowns
fals'of worldly confuffon? Letthem neuer thitike that
‘their withes are prayers, \ehea tiey fay, Ivould God
myfonne were married t6 fiigh amans daaghiter,or my

* daughterto fuch amant fonhc. This'is all they aime at,
fimple and bare wealthy atfages, néudt minding or
praving for, God his blefsing vpontheni. 7 1 R
= Recondly by this prayer of Naomi,wénotethe duty
“of hershandstowards thefr wines; whichis that ey

2

- Y

Mouldprepare reft- for thentd ther-Hiikdsbeing sﬁﬁ;
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Yed,they fhould pacifie theim with counfell: chelr bodis
es difeafed, they hould camfort them with théir love:
their eftate endangered, they fhould deliner thein witl
€arefulnes,and finally, they fhould lou¢ their wiues as

- their own foules, R | Pk il
The Prophet Dauid compareth a wife to 2 vine,which LR EL N

#fitbenotproppedvp whhaftay bythe hind of the
gardener,what fhalt it doe but wallow on the ground &
remaine friitle(e:Eucn fo thebelt wines if they be net
carefully maintained by the kindnes of their husba pds,
their forrowfulthues will increale their curfe,vea & de-
froy the fruit of their own bodies. Co

The Apotle willicth hufbands to loue their wittes,2s Epbugalls,

Chrift loued his church, which isnotencly mindfullto
deliuer it out of prefent dangers,but al{o hath redeemed
it from the curfe of cternall damnation: {o the hufbinds
duties are to prouide for the temporall welfare of their
wiues bodies, and fpecially forthe euerlafting faluatiz
onof their foules : that they “twaine which in ¢his life
haue had-corporallfociety in the life to come might en
ioy eternalt felicity, Now tliis condemneth the carpall
behauiour-of wretched husbands,who vfe their wiues as
their feruants and notas themfelues, who deale with,
them as men do widenays, firftthey reach and triaaile.
for them, and hauing gotten them, they talteeiir the.
kernell but they tread the thellvnder their feet::'fo the

hauing gottenthe. wealth, the bewtie, the health and:

- young yeares of their wiues, ‘defpife their arayhayres,

which. aretheir erccteltcredite,as the fhels whereintlic
kemel‘-mt,giuing the ouer in their weakeft d ics,whers
10 they. wit ereateft comfort, T ehiis the reft vou-proui’e
for your wiues,to cau'c them to weare their bodics with
weary trauailes,to confume tiggs minds with'daily gricf
to procurc their paines by bearing of children, ard to

lay the greateft burthens. vpoon the fimtlelt beafts, for

fo fomemoft wretchedly tearme them. O ook vnwo it,
this mewfure will the Lord meafure to. yonagaisie, yee
vnnaturall husbands which follew your plesfuses, and
paftimeg abroad,and neale& your profires and forrosv-
full wiues ap homeito fli cues the fecs widhmiocellavy
o : ‘ P 4 iourntyes

.
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lourneyes, to frequent the company of fufpeéted women
to follow the countel of vaine perfons,{pending their pa-
trimonies, & bringing théfelues, their wiues, & pofterity
to woful mifery.Is this to dwel with your wiues like m&
of knowledgesls this to giuc honor wnto thé asthe wea- -
ker veflelsiis this to accoiit them the heires of the fame
gracer&finally,is this to fee theit prayers be not intcrmg
tedinay rather,there are many thoufand husbands whic

neuer cither could or world pray with their wines, that
think ncither vp5 heauen nos hel, & haue no knowlege
of their dutics towards God or their neighbours(much
lefle to their wiues)thé brute beafts, carnal infidels,pro=

; phane atheifts,the murderers of themfclues, & of their

own pofterity.Oh feareful diger thathigeth ouer your
heads,whs ncither the lawes of God cap cépel tolcarne
their duties, or meninfira& them to amende their lines,
Butyoumybeloued, who are guiktlesin this point are
¥ blefled of the Loord, & forfake not your carefulnes al-
redy begun,that you loofe not your reward. Thirdly by
this praier we.obferue the dutics of wines or women in

families,namely, thas they fhuld be peaceable théfelues,

forif thc‘y feck peace theymuft enfue peace, &if their
Joy confift in the quictnes of the family, they muft bee
careful they break notthe vanity. If like Ifmaeltheir hids

. beagainft al,the hids of all will be againft them,if they

wil be the louing tundes,they muft notbe the chartering
pics,if they bethe vines,their fruit muft be grapes,& out
of grapes c6meth wine,& wine reioygeth the hart of m3
fo women muft reioice their hufbands & families.Some
women will neuer be ar reft til they beare rule,& wil fay
theirhusbidsloue themnot, except for their fakes they
wil difplace their feruants,fal oue with their neighbours,

. enuy their friends, and in all things follow their mindess

. fuch men giue not peace, to their wiues, but fwordssa.

flay themfelues withall. The harkening ouer much to
womens countell, olde Adam and we his pofterity may:-

- for cuer lament, yet godly men may heare their godly

wiues ,remembring alway themfehues to be the head &
the choice to reft them, eyther to like or, diftike their
connfell. gud they aunfwered. This is the anfwere of shefe
< .. we-

N
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" mecyrchad of giving affences vnto the weake, there

women to the counfel & blefling of theirmother in faw
wherein they refufe to retura,& promife to go with hir

to her owne peaple,as ifthey fhould fay, wearerather
boddvnto thee,then to'our own mothers,& for thy fake L
whofe godly coperfation we know,are we drawn in loue

with the whole, people:fo that in thefe words they teftia
fictheir louing afFeéEtio_n to their mother,tHeir defire to

be with her among her people,& the caufe vodoubtedly

to beher godly & wife conuerfatia with them in the 13id

of Maab, Wher we nate the duty of al the faithful, which

is,{ota walke that other by their good example may be

drawn to loue the eruth, For furcF » thefe womenliked
well of the religion of Naomi, but much betterof hee ' -~
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conuerfation,asa thing they better vnderftoode,then £ .
other,For this point,the Apoftle warncth thar we.w, Col.4.¢:

in wifedame becauft of them that ar¢ withont_aAnd Pe- 1.Pet.q ; a
ter faith to the difperfed Iewes of his time,thatthey mugt “** <" o

hayea goad conuerfation amongthe Gentils,infomuch

as their enemies might haye 10 ogeafionto fpeake az - - - .

ainft them, And ou%ﬁu,iqr faith: Levyour ﬁg&'fo thine

cfore men that they may fee your gaod works,& glog .
tific your father which isin heanen.For as thevnbelee~ - - . -
uing husband may be wan by the gadly hehauiour of Luce$, 14,
;he%clceuing'wg’fc,fo many. anfidels and carnall perfons
arefooner drawn to the L ogd by the works which they
fee,then by the words which they heare, Secing, this s
plaine EX the word of God,where thall beginto coms
ihine this our vnhagpyagc.whcrcin arebut feweal-

ets of God his word,but much fewer walkers,when the
Gofpell of Chriftis made the cloake of wickednest Oh
bow grieuaufly is the Church of God rent infonder by
davly difquietnes,infornuch as thereisno peace among.
vs2Cd the infidels & Papifts fay of vs,a50ld Emor faid of
lacob & his famil(y!-’l‘ hefe men are mé of Ppeace,therfore

i ifed with them: What cace is there left

inthe church of God? Tralie we are like.vnso 2 trec,we
ugree all inghe body of teligion,bat as the braches fpred
d;’cmfducs an hundred wajes, fo inour indiffercnecft
points of religion. there ig linde or.no vnity, " Thereis

Gen,34,31,

B
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isno eonfcience to fbay the flaunder of the Gofpell, Ok
how gri¢uous is it,that 1Rany now a daves will defende
their diffimalation, by faying. Take heed to our words,
and not to our dézdes :line as we fay, and not as we do,-
making Chrittiauity -like the profeffion of Pharifics,
ﬁvhid,h,?ay and doo noe. ¢ Efteeming ofreligion like the
Mat.az. ‘occupation of 2 Smith, wherein ons is dilcharged by
blowing,and an other by beating:(o thefethiake,if they
‘anblow out any good words,and be-ableto cry , the’
Golpell, the Goiizc(lql,thc"prcachers,thc preacherg,and to
Luke.13 1ay vato Chrit, Thou haft prophetied in our firectes, &
26,27, wehatie eaten in thy prefénce,they atc right good chri-
" Tans. Butthe Lordfhall fay vnto them? - Depart from
hie ‘ye ‘workers of iniquity, [ know.yonnot. Yetletvs
-+ . bewdrnedby the examples of the godly, the exhortati- -
" ,..¢ onfs ofthe feripture, & the motions of God his fpiritc in
our harts;that{ecing Chriftis our wiledomidetvs walke
in Wifedom,or elfe'we dwellnot in Chriftfecing Chrift
1.Corr.g9 i¥-otrr ’:fht’l'c'"s fhirie forthin holy tonuerlation, and
feeing the worldisour'enemic, which davlyyeth in,
wairto difcredice ourprofellion,letvsadorn the Gofpek
l?‘”-i’ 30+ we profefle,cyther make the teee good, and fruit good;.
© o0 v~ orthetree ewll,and the fruit euill, caft dway thiscoun+
ectfeyrhobines, whichis double iniquity, fer vs ¢onfefle
‘with the mouth vnito {{luation, * belieue inthé heart to.
fuftification,and practife in life virto an@ification, and-
It eucry one thar ealleth onthe namie of the Lord, des
*; partfrominiquity. Thus much for the Daughters
autfwerés Now to the mothets replyein the nexte
Ve_Fré. S . T - oorn )
- Bist' Ndoms 1 n. this verfe andin the two next follow.
ing, Nwomi confirmeth het counfell by forciblercafons.”
taken from their fecond mariages, and frudying more
for their-good thn herowne, The firftreafon is,  that
the hatino moe forhes eyther. borne of ynbotne, to
e chicit husbinds: * forbythe law one brothér being.
dead without iffuc, theniext was tomary bis wife, &
to ‘faife vpfeed-to his brother, They kuew fiee had:no
shoeichildren already borno, apd-thee prooueth. that
theis cut of hope to- hate.ang- moc,. by her' ewne
- : /£ afe.

5
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‘them: Vntoall which I anfiveré with the. fame'Paule;
. ‘thata weman, fo foone as fhe is Joofed: From héehus:
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age,fhe is too old to marry,& therfore to beare childréy
fo that the force of this reafon is.to perfwade them to go
back again,thatthey might mary it home,for fhe knew.
not how to beftow theminher ‘owne countrey: In the:
which words,thus taking a reafor fr5 their mariage,the
noteth the duty of yonger widdows and women, which
#s to marry and to beare moe children, and in herfelfe.
perfwiding the'n vnto it, fhée noteth the duetye of
godly parents,which is to deale privatly with them for
the publike commoditie. Forthe Apoftle Panl willeth

the {elfe fane thing,that thy yonger widdowes marry -

and bring forth'moe children , ‘as thé moft acceptable
conditon fortheir fruitfull daics, and a neceffary dutie

forreplenifhing the church. Butthefe perfons muftnot 1.Fim.t. -

fo marry for wantonnes, asif they minded nothing but’
procreation of children, butthey muftiovne with it all
Chriftian obgdience,to the aduife of their husbandsies
condly, they muft be carcfull to bring vp theirchildren
in the feare & nurture of the Lotd  Thirdly,this muft be
the end of their marriage & child-birth, that they may
the more deuoutly gine themfelues to the worfhip of
God, &by their children to ificreafe the number ofP the
faithful. Foritis better to be barren then to bring forth
children of the diuell, which they do that mind nothing
Jeffe then their carefull education, & chriftian inrudi=
on, yea, itismore excellent to be arcligious widdow,
‘then a profane married wife.But{ome will ay that fe=
‘cond mariagesare not law{ukatal, becaule Poul willeth
that fuch widowes fhiould not be chofen into the nums
‘ber of churchferuants 1 and the hioly ghoft giucthfuch
-commendation of Anna, becaufe thee neuer marriedy
‘thowah the were left awiddow very yong tmorecuety

thecoun'e'l o Pauleis, thatifthey be lofed from hof=

>

‘bands or wiucs, they fhould not feek to beioynedvnto

‘band,or fo foone-as her hushand is dead fliecis-atlibera
‘tic to inarrie with whante theeavilhondlyinthe “Losdi

Annais commended more forherxeligion,  then hee-

14,”

1.Tim,se

Luc.2.56,

5.Cor, 7,2

Rom 7.2.

chattide, |
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chaftitic. And Paul his counfel s to them that.could for -
beare in thofe daies of perfecutis, But to come to Nao-
mi,the faith fhe is too ald tamarry,therfore it feemeth,
c_honﬁh fecond marriages be good for young women,
Kct they are notlawfull for the old.  To this Lanfwere,
er meaning is not that it is fimply volawfull forherto,
marry,but thatit fhould not profither in regard of child
bearing : men defire yong and fruitfull women, not
old and barren,& her purpofe is to perfwade her daugh-
ters, that fhe neitherbad, nor could haue any more
children for them,therfore in the next verfe fhe addeth:
U Lhoped, or if I'were shismight with an bushand: But in
. myiudgement, Ifceno reafonoble caufe why old wo-
Nes certibe. men(efpecially Yhuld marry howfoencr others may be
. contraty minded: my reafonsare thefe : Firft, .Ircade
. itnot prattifed by any body in the fcripture, lmeane
fuch o{i women as in their owne confciences are per-
fwaded they are paft child bearing. Secondly,they break
the greateft confideration in marriage : they vadertake
_ itfor luft,and not for children, for mariage was not or -
dained for the luft of the mind, but the necefsitic of the
body, towithdraw it from finne. Now their withered’
bodics cannot accamplith the defire of -theys carnalt
mindes. Thirdly,it bringeth great inconuenience with
it : if they marie with a yong man, there is no equality,
s anone fhal be prooued, 1f with old men like thema
elues,what comfort can they minifter voto them.Laft-
ly, fuch mariages are morc fos wealth then womenos
Becefsity. Yee this is but my poore iudgement, if any
" - doubtof it let them examine my realons,if they bee
. “waighey, ket them receiue them, if hght,amend them.1f
" any fay they marvy for comfortas they can fay nothing
~ ¢Hec, Idemaund why poore womenhaue notthiscom-
: fort as well as the rich.I fee feldome any poore widows
maried, but the wealthie,as foone as eyther honefly or
“im wilt fuffer them : Again, comfort is no fuffici-
entcaufe for mariage, hecaufe itmay be had without
mariage, but children cannos, Tris the duty of maryed
folks, with their mutuall Jous to conafort one ,m.och;r,
Lo T B
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butnotacaufe thatougheto conftrain to mariage, The
Eunuch wanteth comfort,yet who thinketh fuch a pet-
Yon fit forrriariag; : a conunent perfon, which as an'&

fayth, hath' made himtelf chat for the kingdom of Ggd,
wanteth comfort, yet he fhould finrie gricuoufly ‘iFhee

v

maried for comfort : let lawfull things be ioyned with

cxpedient, and Ithinke old women will neuer marric,
Yea if I bad, Thisisthe fecond reafon wherewith fhe
rcrfwadeth her daughters to tnme batke againe,name-
»grant fhe had fonnes new botn, yet it were toolong
or them to tarie till they were growne vp, andfitfar
matiage, yea, thenthey wouldie pafl children, alfo,
they thould lofe the feafon of their youth, and fo fhould

teap no haructt of their daies:there would be no a%cgi -

ment in ycares betweene them, when they fhould beas
a withered ftubbe, and the yonz men as greene oliues.

Where we note, § by the indgement of this godly Nao' - -+ -~

mi, thére muf? be an agreement of yeares between the

artiestha fhal be maried,for fhe faith.would ye be de-

erréd forthen, from taking any husbands? ~ nay, my
‘daghrers: by the which words fhee fignificth, thatit
‘would be no fit mariage, that one fhould be o old, and
the other fo yong. The Lord created Adam and Heuah
inone day, not onc:y that mariage fhould not be defei-
red too long,but alfo becaufe their age fhould be alike,.
but if any be the clder,let it bethe man, In the planting
of gardens, th get the yongeft impes, for the conti-

" nuance and equalitic of the frwe : they will rotdigge

vpanold tice, and planthim in an orchard of tender
impes, euen'fo mutticbe it mariage, for the matrimo-
ny of old men and yong women, islike Iofephs par»
ticoloured, ¢odte, which caufed icaloufie in his bre-

thren, for; as thatwasa figne of louc in his father,

{o this is a token of fondmes in 2 husband, But moftvne
feemely is the mariage of yong men and old womeii,
which'a godly preacherin our ﬁaics cdparedto the graf-
ting of ayong head vlgon an old paire of thoulderst2nd
1 may compateit to the mixrure of oyle and water, the
which are€'quite againft the nature of all medecines,And
cucn the brute: E:‘l:&cs- andthebirdes, as wee R.ir:; '

Dt
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Gen.24.1.

Exod.2,21, :fbnn'g » fo did Icthro for his dau
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of the turtles,the harts,& the Elephants,condemn heré-
in the folly of mankind,which from their youth choof§
their mate.and being dezd,refule another, fearin g ine~
‘qualitic ofage and natare. Butihiele kind of matches,
“arenertherbegus iitlic Lord,continued innature, or fa-
tisfié the defire of bah partics, but breake outinto im-
patient icaloufie of filthie adulterie, thinking cuery day
‘ayeare till the cld=ft partié be dead.Oh valeemely and
‘ynrriendly behautour towards thofe to whom they haie
;Bpun"d ‘thiemiciucs, 1o lcucand live togither, being the
“ocly eaitic of the breach of fidelity,curfed difcord,inu-
ﬁul] entie;and cuerlafhing miferie. |, 7,77 '

“iri dinte t6 prouide for ther childré,if they be willing ta
. itfome godly and fit mariage,  So did Abraham forI-
“taic his fonne,{o did Ifaac and Reebecea for Iacob their

ghter Zipporah, The
népled of this duty in parents,is the canlk Snat fo many

thﬁdi‘¢b matcl’contrary to their mindes, eucn tq therr
“dwne vadoing. And then they cry out townand couns
“try,My fenne or my-datightep haly mirried againfl my
smitld,"whicn as themfclugs gre 1n the onely faule; then
“they punith them by kccpiﬁO'?.way their portion:fo, as
befgie by theit negligence they foght their difhonelty,
“now by their wﬂfuﬁw;,-, they bring them to perpetuall
: 'cg‘gé'ri‘c.l defend northerafh and%;gadlong marrjages
againi} parcots confeats,elpecially where godly parencs
“arei& furely Tfearc there are but few in England that ¢ -
_ter matied fo, but théy procured the curfe pn théfelucs,
and ligie often (although too [aperepented their wilful
& yingodly mariage,But yei beloued,be warped, if you
defircihe difcharge of your own céfcicnces,or the fafe-
gaidof your children,deslc like parents with them,and
'they ‘wiil performelik¢ childrento you:the Lotd pu-
‘nifbeth your aeghgeace withtheirdifobedience : you
Gun cfirft, & they follow your fteps, forgiue them theit
«ffence,and receiuc them to fauour ajain,and the Lord

will fikewife pardon yourtran(geefsion; & bleflg your .
gﬁdfu’ll'obedimcétoyon.. 5 e

poftcritie withmore ; e
. Byt this. Now when fhe had perfwaded hordaughters

3

o

<" Secotidly by this we nore,thatitis the ditie o'iﬁ}lfchti '
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b torcrurne, leaftthey flould thinke fhe carethaoot for
* - them;& was willing to be rid of their company,as thofé
' that were tronbleforne & burdenous vato her, flice ad-

deth this claufe in the end of this verfe: Wherin fhe tefti-
* fiethhercare For them, and her patience in the Lordshet,

v

care for them when the faith; Tt gricueth ine much more.
} for your (ke than for mine own : the dedth of miy huf=:
- band & loff¢ of my children gricti¢ mébur ot fo mich,
' as this,thatnow either T ‘muft depart from you; or ¢lfe”
! with your corhpany endanger a your fafty.I could not
but{orow for the dead, yet T am more gricued for' you'
poore deftitiite widowes : Thauc' 18t their compshy for
a while,till I tnect shem again'in Gd' his Ringdom,but
now we depart,I to the Loids p'e'oﬁic.& youf to Lhfidels:
and we ﬂ:afrb¢ feparated for ¢uer.’ Would God thatl'
could fo promife youprofperity ‘withme, thatfo mm
mightreceiue the peace of yourfoules, Thus & fach tike
c viterceh i thefe words for her owhe excufe aitd tiedt
comfort, ", i et
" Where ye are firft dinieh tovirdérftand, how hatdly
wriefricndfhip iz feparated,yea thonghfome ‘partics aré
indangered thereby,’ Naomi’ would haueher daughters
depart they weepé atit,and theis lorowfullé. inforibel
as cithet pattié fhriveth wRo fhall receiue the worlt, The
mother coitdfellethher goody and the daughters pro<
mife hers.. fhe would haye them returne and live at reff
i the arimes offome lowing hutband,’ btit they had'rae,
ther traucll thart fhie thould go'slone:And this tellth vs*
that true friendfhip isnot to redeine'gdad of other, “but
to dot goddntd other. Choofé thyfriend, thitwhew
heis in hicaninesthou maicft cornforthim, when'he'id
hungriethoumaicftfeed’ hith; wlien hié s eaft :dowrie ,
thou may eftile hittf vp:ahd fRdally Wheh hed wantéth,
makethcua fupply?Thisisa godly fﬁé!_lfhip,mcé Toha4
thansand 7D.1u§d§.-}i'f: any choofe ftiéndes for other ‘e
fpe&s,théirficndhipis carnill, atid not firinuall, ‘mo=
mentanie add 1ot éacrlafting, like -the ftanditig-peoles
which dficvp fnfuthmicr,fotlike theittaning fireafires

which if lueg Eofifindallie; «
: SN LnE o T . Seconds
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Sccondly, by this we note that one mifery commeth not
alone, for wars caife death, dearth, enuie,and robbe-
ries,ficknes bringeth paine to the partics, and forrow to
their friends, eiten’fo death doth notonl bring forrow

for the dead, but griefe for the lining,as Naomi fayth,1t’

ricueth me much more for I{:}ur fakes. Thereis none
1t die but fome fhall want

rhen. fwill {at{ nothing,chat the godly may and ought to
mourne for their friends that are dead, as Abraham for
Sara,Tacob for Rahel,the Iebufites for Saul, Mary and

Martha for Lazarus; & the Apoftle willeth vs to mours,’

but with this claufe, notasmen without hope. Ther-~
fore the vfe  of this do&trine is, with patient and brother.’
Iy loue to beate with the weakenes of them which feem
in opE conceipts to weepe more for their hufbands and
wiues,children and friends,then we thinke needfull.It is
their weaknes, and whatknow we, if thelike burthen’
were on our backs that we fhould nat be prefled downe

voderit like them? Letvs therefore confider with aur

{elucs leaft we alfo betempted,and help them with bro-
theely kindries,not increafeit with dayly murmuringes:
thyrwhichis to day their finne, to morrow may be out
wickednes, .~ .. :

.. Bt the handInthofe words the gathereth patience.
for the remedy of her own griefe,& fheweth howfoeuer,;
fhe is affflited,yet the s notignorant, thatas the how-’
&rscomefrom the cloudes, li“i»nl:;:r afflictions from the
Liord:his hand thet wraghe her felicity, hath alfo broghe
her ro mifery,her eafeis her patience, her weaknesis hir
forraw,her comfort,that God with whorn is mercy hath.

. wounded herheast, . . S, )
Thehand of the Lord Tstaken in the feripturs many
waics, butgenerally it fignificth the meanes whercby
be accomplifheth his counfell, and is referred eitherto.
his mercy and fayour,as when itis faide, the hand of the;
Lord was with Tohn Baptift, or clfe to hisiudgments,pu-
tifhment,or chattifement, {o the hand of the Lord was

cm, many frieades com - *
f‘pxdqs’,_many children harbourles, many feruants ma-’
Rerles, and many creditours monylelle by the death o f"
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againft the Ifraclites, when they had forfaken himand.
ferued Baalim. SO when the Arkeof God wasin the., .
houfe of Dagon,the God or idoll of the Philittines, the . 7udg. 2.1,
Lord ouerthrew their God, cut offhishands and head,-
& finote the Priefts with Emerods, whenthey confefled ,
the band of God to be fore againt them:fo in this plice, 1-Sam. §.7.
itis taken for the chaftifemét or corre&i6 vpon Naomi .
Our of the which we note many profitable doétrines. .

Firft,that all our afflictions come from the Lard,that

" he might chaftife his owne,and-confound the vrgodly,

Readbut the 34 & 36 Chapter of Iob, moft excellent-
Iy imrmﬁx oi;_his mattcil.whcr:xi‘u is fhc\;cd:f that nfi .
er the oo cape,nor the wicked goe fcotfrce. This; ¢ .. .
isthe cofl'fc(si):m ofg\d ofes, o terrific the ifraclites,or To 2?': Tr8.
 th . » ‘ : PPRTIN
fiiah,to keepe themin obedience,. and of Dauid, aman ¢ PGay1r 9,51
more exescifed in trouble,thé all the world befide. This 97
muft we account with our felues in all our miferies,wee -
are robbed by theeues,fpoyled by murtherers,ftruck by
bruitbeafts, reproched by flaunderers, euill intreated
v theworld, hurt by our enemies, fuftaine. thelofe
ofour goods, the danger of our health, and azc op=.
preffed with ficknes,furely in all thefe things fay , The
Lord gaue, and the Lordhathtaken awav, euenasit-
hath pleafed the Lord , focommeth thingsto paffe.
But men will fuy, we know it wellinough alreadic, and
we confeffe it.” And doc you know and confefle, and
will you not pra@ife? A manbeing ficke,at the begin-
ning neucr thinketh onthe Lord, - but pofteth to the
Phifition for counfell, without craning the forgiuenefle
of hir finnes,the caufe of his ficknefles yet you fay,God'
hath fentit,and layd it vpon vs, asif the Lord fendeth
ficknefle to helpe the Phifition to money, for with him
vou agree for his paines and cunning,  but with the:
Lord youagree not for your owne paines which you
endure.Butyou wil lfay,we find cafe by medecines, &
our ficknes is abated, ILanfwére, fothe Lord fuffieth
witches & coniurers, to tell them that come vnto them,
the things they defire;yet you wil notfay they are guile
lefle, I fpeake nothing againft the excellent and com~
mendable profefsion of Phificke, but sather for the ca-
’ E mendation -
‘ RN PR
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mendation ofit, fceing God fo accepteth it, asthat
therc!z he feemeth to falue vp the fins of many, doin

cir pains, and alfoto giue them longet time o
“repentancs. But this I'wifh both in this & in all dther
miferies of oankind:tha firft we purge ur confciences
from notoriouscrimes, and dien the:Lord will ftay
our hands from ftriking,onr hearts from wauering,our
geods from wafting,our bodics from pining, and our
{oules from etterlafting dying.

* Sécondly bg this we gote, whence it commeth, that
the godly are {o patientin ali their tribu'ation<ieuen fr§
this confideration, that the Lords hand aBi&eth them.
Thisis worthy to be noted, in the example of Dauidy
when Shemei curfed him, Abithai ftanding by, Wifheth
Dauid to punih him: but Dauid anfwereth him,whak
haue I'to doewithyou yee fonne of Zeruiah? hee cur-
{feth, becaufe the Lord hath bidden him to curfe met as

ifhe had faid, T may punith the Lord as wellasShemei .

The very like did Tob anfwer his wife, when fhe would
haue him curle God and die. Thou fpeakeftlike a foo-
lith woman, whaz? fhal we receiue géodat the hands of
God and not euill : as ifhe had fayd, wee are boundé
té recciue enill atthehand of God, as welbas good, &

if we receiue the one with blefsing;let vs not cuife hir -

for the other, This was it that made the Apoftles to re=
reioyce, that they were accounted worthie to fuffer for
the nameof Chnift:& this muftfinke into our ignorane
anid rebellious hearts, that we mdy learne acth ,t}irﬁ to
humble our felues, leaft as wee now fuffer for finne, o

anone we be punifhed for impatience, The patienta-

- biding of the righteous , adaileth much in the fight of

the Lordtmen think they be forgotten, if they be a little
aMiéted,and ery outlike defperate’perfons,Lord,Lord,
butthey neuer pray for paticnce, but al for deliuerance.
Oh how excellent s this example of Naomi,which bé-
ingin many miferies in a ftrange countrey, hauingbu-
ried husbands and fonnes,being now to depart fromt

er acquaitance, to take a tedious iotirney into het
Bwne countrey,poore, wearic,and defolate, yetall her
wordsare thefc : The hand of the Lord is gone :;13

B rec
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‘againftme,as if fhe had iid, " he dhat ‘gaue ther rooke ,
‘them,and he'thattooke them leftme patience. " Thus
‘muft me fay our mindes o the worke of the Lord, as
the Arke was flayed by the Pricfts in the middeft of the .
‘river Tordan, wiich made the waters to flic back;uill al !o.i.l'f,l;
thechildren of ifrael were paffed thorow : euenfo the .
floudes of great troables fhall not otterthrow vs, f we -
ftay our mindes onthic hand of the Lord, and fafely efs '
cape the dangerons deftruction of: worldly afflition,
7’&2 they Iift . Now cometh the effe&t of the communi-
«cation,wherinis fhewed how Torrowfully thefe dauph-
Sers tookit,& yet diuelly mindedifor Horpha notwithe
ftanding her gentle preffers ro her mother inlaw, her -
biteer tears, & pitifil lamentin .getﬂxcc taketh hicrleaue .
With afweerkifle, & retarnech backe to her idolatrous R
friendes.Naomi vied no pe:fwafions but worldly refons '
aken from mariage to perfwadethem both, the feeth her
fifter remain conftant,& the that enen now; for the louie
ofpeople & mother in law wold go as Far as the fartheft
Bow forthe cogjtation of a heathen hysband, forfaketh
both God,people,mother and fifter. Who wosld haue
thoughe chat !'}:srpha which bid her friends farewell,her

- countrey adew her kindred forfake,and idolatrie abhor; S _

would thits cowardly (asT may tearme it) flie backe 2~
gaine inbhope of 2 hutband:But yet we fee fhe doth,and
outof her example we may note many things, .

Firft,that the world & carriall reafons are ftg::rcﬁtl ‘hin-

erances vato vs in religion. We fee this woman, how
doth fhe fall away from God his people, all the Church
that the knew, her mother and fitter:Wee knowe, how
many being featfor to the great mans fupper, which is .
the Lord they excufed their abfence, one for his farme .
another for his oxen,another for his wife,as Horpahdo v
eth for her hisband: What fhall I fay? Theloue of the Tam, 4.4
world is the hatred of God ¢ and Iohd faith, Louenot Zoh, .1 s
the world,nor the thinges ofthe world, for he that lo-

ueth the world, the loue of the Father is not in him.

And Chrift fieth, hofocuer commeth to me,&ha- Luk.t 9,2¢"
teth not Father and mother,and wife and children,isnot

worthie df hee. Where are now our naturals, that

would fi¢ profeffors, butth irfriends'wil notlec them,

E e 3 shee -
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they would p; " Chriftianss, -but their \y}uéé will ot 2~
gr:z%ﬁubéi;?ithis eare they wil be worldlings and the
next yeare, when they haue querome thcir bufinefle, - if
'theyiuitlxhy ,lcn&xr they wil heare<he word preached,

: T'Oh"da‘ gerous delayes. of fubtif "'Sathan,_.f.uﬁino by

the worldg,to draw men from God : they lyc like flug-
‘gardes: in winter it is too.caldc,in fommerit istoo hote
to worke : fo they in theiryopth, will bercligious when
theyare old,beeing in age, whex they be rich,being rich
‘thel waxe harder and hardes,and {o continue til the day
of their damnation, ., I

Secondly, by this we may gather how farre an hypoz
trite or an infidel may go inreligion, Horpha forfas
keth her own people, for the loue of God his people ;
thee weepeth and cryeth, whenitis but mentioncd voe
to her that fhee woulde depart, fhec trauelleth on the
way towardes the countrey of God his peoples and in
this heriourney,for a few worldly reafons, fhecturpeth

acke againe, . though asit may feeme ‘witha bitter
heart, Euen fa hypocrites may forfake the world, and
their frigpdes,ioyne themiclues to God and his prople,
trauaile . and profite in religion towardes the- heaucnly
lerulalem, beready to weepe with them -thax weepe
and lament with themthat- lmment: and in any goed
altion,fethis foore as far foorth asthebeft:  yetfome
occafion giuen, eyther for profite or pleafufe. feare or
dgunﬁer',fodaincly turneth fayle, and commeth to the
w_o'rl:ie againe. Euen fo Lith our fauiour of thefecde;
thatisfowneinthe 2. 2nd 3. grounde it taketh roote,
1t Ipringcth,and growethvp, but fodaincly the heate of
perlecution_asileth,or offence taken at the doétrine,
which istaughrthem,orthe cares of this life & deceite-
fulnes ofriches choake them.By this wee learne what-

- to thinke of our foft hearted . Chriftians, many among

s that will dligently heare, and wrinig out tearesfrom

their moiftned braine at the hearing of God hisiudge-

ments thundered and threatned by the preacher: yet
b cing gone,will make no confcience of othes, carding,
dicing,rabling,gaming for their neighboss mony,going
abroad onthe fabboth dayto feafls, and being fharp'i:
o Do .. Teproued
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&Fsabgga-far:;awm‘ﬁr;e@ixz'cugfomiﬁa‘ﬁgafemqh |
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“Thirdly'; by this we'gather' What Exteeding kiridnés
an heithénsa Atheift dr 3 Ridtlt nisy Thew fo the
thatfeage God s Hotphi for the ‘loue bf godly Niomy,
§octhvwith her on the way, weepeth-and Tt C,QA at theix
departure, o great loue id Mebeareto her moth erin
lawe, thar had it not béene for ong thirte , fhe hait gant
theréugh with herto her own pébpte,S8'we 'rr‘x‘{tg fee.
many among vs fpeake welk of ‘R%ligior't,:a*eﬁ thdywilt
ot go fo farre as Be‘:hly:hc“iﬁfof ifyrhat is,tH ety Wit Wi
they had's Preacher, yeet ‘csi"'vfﬂf'ﬁﬁdly;cghtﬂ o
Sabboth day or weeke day; Rirfé ofic foot Hotmith
‘own:places,to bearea Sehh'ﬁ?x’,’_fb'tblzic‘f‘i. h¥Pdehori=

on:butifthey g}uc 4 poore'milj Ameale & ey o ferd: e

him a little money at'bisnceddr Pecettie a Préadhdt e
a night,thien beis the obely mianih th? Cotindéy. B
ol Lord oped thieir eves, thytithey may fee their curtefie.
isbut light,in'tegard of their diyry Af; 'Forfthiir brethre
they would die, -it Werebdt their dury, howlietleis fe
then, that they gitte them mehierButthey woutd }{nb;f{:
-ofys what is she way tobe frded? T’ anfwere, fo- wolifde

‘he would not doe it,butwent'ashiyr forrowing'? cl¥¢h {i

v Tt

MER Y T

the young nban in the Gofpel yet when Chrilt tgid Fih 'm‘.w.: s

thefe men may outwardly and inwardlyiffonle mief-
fure profefle kindnes and humility tobee inft.ucted,
butalas their profefionishrffrorn thye E):gl!n f Chri-
ftian rcligk)g. ORI SUIER I T I
Lattly,by this verfe we note that asHorpha and her.
companions are carnally nynded, £o Rughand her fel-
lowes are fpirfdally mind¢d, Mojigh one beguerthrow-
‘eawith' worldly téafons.vetiheother temaincth inuih-
“able inherfie} pretended pui pofs. “So that hereis an.
image of a congregation,where all heare,and yer t[;ci'c
“Isadifferencd ofhearing in onc and the fame Coinpa~
‘one parte with proficanother Wi difprofice; Jand to

“their health,ancther to their ficknele, to fome the fa- .

uour oflife vnto life,to other; the fauout of déath vogo
« death. Yt Blefled be God,thit Kiathno cauh fo bairen,

“but it bringeth fortli fame fru'teyno peopleforude, bue
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“there are.fome (an&tified ;perfons ammid!ﬁn. which

willnotbe driwne 'a.wﬁ?'till_death: no battell fo crndl,
<,

but fome ¢fcape withlife, B the Pharifes will aot be-'
28734 licue in Chri[{yc} the poore people that know notthe
- ¥ .

law will receiue him for the Me Amon§ the moc~
kers at Athens,Paul receined fome fruit of his labours,
and the Gofpell was neuer preached in any country but'
it gained fome, This teacheth vsto follow the example
‘ot Ruth, ‘and we fhall haue the reward of Rush : fticke.
10 the Lord,and to the faithfull, with purpofc of hearte,
lct nogthe vaine glittering pleafu-e, c:ipreafang paftime
or profite, drawg vifrom the hope of our cuerlafting
‘blellednefle. The time i$ butihort we hau€to fpende,’
thelabour cafie f we willingly endure it,the profite ¢-
L _. uerlafting ifwe continyic to the end, This i the vito-
t.Joh.§ 4+ ry that ouercommeth the world,eucen our faith: for' to
‘" him that beleeucth are all thinges poffible:Let vsthere-
Fore heare the word with diligence,that our Faith may be
firengthned,belecue with affurance,that our foules may
beiuftified, and fandfaftinthe ‘eriall of this worlde,
‘thatbodic and foule may be crowned: for blefled are’
they thitendurc to theend.  Andthus much of thig
. conference or communication, and the effet thereof.
* Now leavs giue thanks 1 God for thds which batk

o RutheCap,1. Verl. 15 1417,
0§ And Naoms fasid beboldthy[iftfer inliw is gowe backe.
“t0 her people,and 13 ber godsyretnrne thew after thy fi-
o Perimlaw, | o ' :
V6 And Ruth anfwered sutrease me wot 22 leane thee, nor.
~“todepart from thee,for whether thow 3577_ Iwillgo,C8
where thondwelleff I willdwellys by pecple @dlé: my
peopleandthy God myGed. " T T - :
17 Where thowdyef, wsll 1 die pnd therewill I be buried,
she Lord de 5 %m0 :¢ ana more alfoif sughs ﬁiﬂu‘ﬂ' '
.v;‘. .- ) S .. " . R ".
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depart theeand me. »
s N thefe words the holy ghoft deelaredhy,
IeRES) 2y vnto v, the conference had bct\wes‘_‘“éj
Wl Neomiand Ruth, afterthe departure of
S0 2 Horpha, wherein Naomi ceafeth noe. -
B ISR throughly to trie and cxamine the minde
of Ruth, for what caufe fhe would %o with her,the
wordscontaine inthem two parts,The firftis the per-
Gwafion of Naomi in the I s.verfe,to make Ruth to re<
wrne by the exampie of hesfifter.  The fecondis the
anfwere of Ruth, in.thetwo next verfes, confifting of"
two parts, thefirlt is of the petition fhee makethto her
mother,in thefe words,/ntrest me ot 10 leaue thee (c.
which the amplifieth by the refolution of her mind, in
the next words. Firft, that for her life the would dwell
with her,and goe with her.Secondly for her profefsion,,
ker people and God fheuld be Naomues. Thirdly,for her,
death, that fhe would die and be buried with her. The
_ kaft part of this anfwere of Rurh,is the confirmation of”
it by anoath,inthefe words ,  zhe Lord dofo Soto mes,
408 more alfo,if ought but death depart thee avdmee.
Bebold thyfifier is returmed: Now Naowi goeth for-
ward¢o.deale with Ruth onely, for the cafile may feem
almoft won, where onc halfe of tke fouldiers are ouer-
come, the vnitie between thefe two fifters being broke,
‘and Horpah being departed,what was poore Ruth able’
to doe alone? furely this was a greater difcouragement.
_vnto her,then any I‘Ze hadyer,namely,that hrer fifter be-
ing departed, fhee thould lay before her. her fifters ex-
ample to draw her likewife to fall; Andtruely thug Matse 1z,
the Spirit of God dealeth ‘moft times, with thok that
-labour to come vnto him , fetting fomein the way like Mat3.4,5.
 the difciples wihch forbad yong childrento comg vo. =~
. to Chrift, and as the preafe the people kept the poore
man difeafed of the palfy from comming vato ourSi-.
. uiour:euen fo many {candals, tumbling blocks, lcttes,
interruptions & hinderances come betweene the godly.
* and Chrift,as did betweene Naomiand Ruth.
- Buthere we note that the evamples of our kindred,
s ey of shof ey ingn Rl
‘ : i 4, T Oy,
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on, are dangerous arguments to draw vs from Chrift,
" Wefee in this place Naomi taketh not cxample 'of one
vngodly fifter to draw away theother: which when our
Snuiour forefaw,. he gaue this commandement, that
+ fot his fake wee muftforfake father and mother, bro- -
Mit.10434 ther aitd fifter,wife and children,or elfe we arenot wor-
B 3}‘ thic of him, Andinanother place onz defiring of him
Lul,y. do. buta little fpace to burichis gathcr, hee {ayd vnto hirn,
Jerthe dead buric the dead.  This is a very profitable
dottrine for thefe dayes, wherein men :irc-‘xms difcou*
Taged fromreligion fof feare of their friendes, for now
Sathan Rtirreth vp ong brother againt znother,to hinder
them from hearing the fauing word of God, now they
ctieout againt vs,Are yout wifer then your forefathersa
hath nct all thy “friends ‘before thee beleeued on this
’ wife? and wilt thou bee fingular And furely beloued *~a
knowé itistlc greateflt argument, that popith atheifts
Hauf; their aunceftors, fathers and mothers,” their ma-
ftefsand miftrefles, laut mifliked this preaching, and
- thefe new do@rincs, wherin many repofc their greateft -
LD feticitic,and God fentivs, fay thev,to liue no worle then
) - they did, andto die tio more biefed thenthey.  Biit
rd wouldyou {o rathet bee Followersof your popifhand
- “igdorant predeceflors’, thcn of the dorine of Chrift
? “and his Apoftles, geireiled in his word: hisisto builde
. yeut felpes vpon angrher found:uon, which whenthe
fite ddnimezhywill vethal confume it Burthey Gy, are
-altour predecetlors dmntued, Which did 1s wedoe? to
“whttm I may well 2afiveré.. How doc youknow thae
“3BYour forclithers were of your mindes? but wee are
“notinGod s plite,rq indge & arraigne them : but fay -
with'the #poftle, * thetine oF this 1gnoranze did not
"Godrégard, butnow hee admonitheth all men euerie
“whereto repent,” beciufe hehath appoynted a day to
“indgethe world in riglteoufses. Sothatif God feeme
" nottd regard it, why fhould wee ftand vpponitz ~ And
{ceing now the trumpet of the Gofpel i founded by the
* Lords Minifters, let vs not with Mary, lament ouer
. thegrauesof the dead, butleamngthem attheir reft,
C ey o and rravel to the mount of the Lozd;thatof him
' e we
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wemay freely recefue that ,. which many kings & pro-
phets could neuer ohrain. Thogh Mafes wentnotito

thi¢land of Canaap, yet he faw it,fo it nay be the Lord
Tet our predeceffors {ce Li
could not inioy it.But as ?‘ctgr & Iohn were with €
when he was transfigured, & {aw his kingdom,yet could
not enioy the continuall prefence of his glory , but be-
ing warned of Chrift, told it to no margfo many godly-
int.me of darknes,not only faw, but imbraced § truth,
wh clit may beis forgotten of their gracelefle pofteri-
?’ L¢t'the parents eatc the fowre grapes, fhal the chil-
dr"s teeth be fet an edge?if theymade cakes to the hoft
of heaué,thal we worfhip the fun & the moon¢what dif-
credité isit to a blind fathér, to'haue a fonwell fighted?
nomoreisittoidalarours, whofechildrenare ;ﬁq ap-.
i nted he'rs of the Iand of Canaan. Letvs abide with,
hia that hath the wb}ds of eternal life,& the wealth of:

oht ofthe Gofpel,though they -
fpel,though ey

Mat,t 7.6.

our parcats isdearcvato vs, yea many. tbbéfand'thxic.sx Ioh,s.68.

moie dsareis the health of our foules.Secandly,by this
we note, that to ftick by our friends, & to go with them
from the Lord,is to csmit idolatry:for Nzpmi faith, 74y,
[iffer isgome o hev peaple 19* foher Godg;asif hc had faid,
indeed fot kindred fikic fhic is gonz back, byt itisvnto.
idols a6d falfe oods. Yeea, & more allo,vato divels:thisis
aworthy 1eil5 for opr patyrals to learn,who gwglforf;kc.
Gofpel chureh, praier,& prcaching,fome for the loue of
their wiues,to keep them ¢campany athome, when God,
callcth thein'in one congregation.or other,fometheirin
dohtrdys'ﬁ.ic'n,_d‘s,wlﬁnfue,notqblé.rmlfalitg;‘ cthe-
‘caufe they fliuld think wel of them,they wil faliifie their
faithto the Lord, % bexniuftinhis work,that they may,
'Eléafe the with their prefent g6pany 2 forg are hindre
by thei; profit,fome by yolawfull gaming,. & many by;
bareidlenes, T hus mé meke gods,fome of theiy people,
- forne of their wives,fome of their popith &iepdes,fome

_of their pofit, fome of their pleafurcs, | & fome of their

“idlenes, & few or none areto be foiid,that ate both abie
& willing to follow Chrift.when he calleth them,as Ltde.

Zacheus did,but euery onc hath fome excufe tokeep th4
£r6 the Lords {upper, who fhal ncuer raft ofhis heuefly

Luc.g9.5.6

pleafues,feeing they mind eaushly shings,maldpg ot

‘

ghory;
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glory their fhame, their bely theirGod, leteheit end be;
damnation Butoh my beloued,fet vsbe warnea by the.
digers of others,when Peter rebuked Chrift, & bid him
fauor himfelf, Chrift rebuked him, & callted him fathan;.
euen fo when our dearcft friends would haue vs be flack
in preaching,and fauout our bodies,come to the church.
- feldom, & make no toike of it,agree with the moft in re-
.. ligion,or rather in worldlings,& o fhal we haue fauoury
afpire to the greateft promotions, forthereis greatett
groﬁre, & finally take pleafitre in volawfull-things, letvs. ™
y,com¢ behind vs fathan. For itisnotour friend, bna
our enemie fathan, that thus allureth vs with ¢he baite of’
pleafurc,cafe,& profit,that wemight hang on the hooke
| ofperpetuali perdition. Then fecing we haue cfpied-his,
pollicie,difcouered his deceit, & tried the difc6moditics,
ghat eafue his obedience, let vs asinnocent childré once
. bumed,dread the fire, &asTacob faid by his own fons.
Simeon & Leui,my foul come nat.into theichabitation,
foletvs fay to our deareftfriends when their counfell &
a good conftience cannot ftand together,better breake
the leaguc of friendthip betweene vs, then fuffer § thip-
wrack of a precious & peaceable confcience. The wifef:
Salomon b{‘hearkning to his wiues,difobeied the lord;
£ Xin,21,2. andit coft him tentribes of his Kingdoms if fuch green.
' ceces be deftroyed, what fhalbecome of the rotton &
e:therfore ifangels from heauea.muft not be heard,
much les dinels from hel,drawing vs away fréfollowing.
the truth by the mouth of our deerclt & neereft friends,
though it wese by our wiues that licin our bofores.

, Theg'orc letvs take vato vs the whole armor of god that.
we may ftad faft in the day of bartchiberter never riiex-
cept we obtainc the price, better nenerto haue knowne
God or his Gofpel, then now to fall away £i& him again.
But Ruth [aid,intreat we not. This isthe fir® part of the
anfiver of Ruth,to the a.rgumét of het mother,& it is her -
petition,with the reaf@ ofit:wherin fhe protefteth thatic
is better vnto her,notto be intreted to depart,oronceto
haue it motioned,or mentioned to go fro’ icr, forherre
folution is, that neither the troubles or trauziles of life
could feperat her,ncither § forrows of death or dcfolatid

- of the graue,fhuld depring hir.of Naomie&mvmyﬂﬁr
_ R K . /\ ] — q

Mat.2.33,
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fhe faith, 1 bere thou dief will Idie,(s* therewill I be bu-
rsed.Out of which I obferue thefe things. Firft how the
godly behaue themfelues in all tryalls and temptations,
namely,that the very thOUﬁh;s of departing from God &
yeelding'tafin,are very gal

:much as they {ay with Ruth,intreat me potto Jeauc thee
that is,neuer {peak word to moue me from hearing God,
his word,to ouerthrow my faith,to turn me to difobedi~
ence,to perith my confcience,to hinder my courle,or to
fubuert my profeflion:a notable cxainpki ]
Jba,who wasintreted by Eliah,as here Rerk isby Naoms
Firft,he bad him tarry at Gilgal,tilhe went to Bethel;but
Elifba f2id,as the Lord lineth & as thy foule liueth,I wil
not leaue thee nor depart from thee, then they went to

 Bethel together,& bid him tary there,for § Lord fendeth

him to Zerico,but Elitha anfwered,as ¥ Lord lineth & as
thy foufe Lineth,I will not leaue thee nor depart fré thee;
then they wentto Ierico : Elish bid him tary there till
hee went to Terecho,and Eliah bid him tarry there till
he went to meetthe Lord at Iordan, Elifha anfwered a§
be did before for Eliah forfaw, §ifhe went not with
Eliah,he fhould haue no bencfit by his feruice,foif we a-
bide not the ¢ bic&i6s of our frends, the repraches of oue
eriemics,the intifeméts of thewarld,& the perfwafions of
our own fathers & mothers,that are againft vsin religi-
‘om,we thatloofe al § we haue done before, yea thougl;

they thould fay as Rabfaketh faid to the men.of E: _

- The Lord hath fent vs to fpeak vnto you,But man

fay,ifprophane worldlings fhuld difcorage vsin rcl
& thofe § are open conténers fhuld perfwade vsfromis,

_then we culd abideit,burit goeth nie vswhen our owne’
wiues or hugbands,fathers or mothers,brethren & fiftegs

wilt
igis,

& bitternes voto them,info-

ereofisin Els -

i King.zaz
30456

«€ompanions & acquaintance,fhal ary vs o parowly, Bue.

mark dearly beloued, $art not alone, Rugh was thus hid.

* ledby Naomi her dear motherinlaw, for whofe fike

the had departgd from kindred & coiitry, yet fhe triech,

- molefteth, & vexeth her,yct by the fauing grace of Gods.

lﬂlﬂi!ﬁhf?iﬁt inthe end fhe acquiteth her {elfe like awo-
4 of ftrength in thelords quarel:for the Lord for ou.

 facther trial doth not only proucvs inthelefbutn the
| SR aliitiony | S The

TR v
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The Ifaclits cared builitde for the Philifting, *had they
not had giants amony thé fo the Lord wil bring ¢tofles
like armed men to difmay vs,that our valour & coyrage.
may be known. lob hadgrﬁgné herd taken away,& thé
an other,inthe end his children grufhed to death,& thé
- Ke was @rangly vifited in his own body,but hauing only”
one cofortin althe wo: Id left,his wife, fhic bid Bim curfe,
God & die.But fomne fzy,we wold willingly be profeflors,
butthe preachers théfelues telvshow we muft be mor-
2.Cor.s. 20 tificd,& they call vs in their fermons wretches & ‘curfed
. creatures,thefe hard waords hinder vs,if they fpoke faire
Mar.# 23, Vntovs,& ¢sied mercy,mercy, we wold with nvore dili-
Mat,s5.23. gencefrequent their exercife 1 anfwere, if they fpeak in,
24. Gods name whofe embaffadots they.are, cannot you
" behre itfor his fakethey are ndit-camon perfons in that
B plice,bixt ﬁ!pply Chrifts room:now Chyift called his di=
- ciples 3 fhithles generation, he called Peter fithan, & a

oor woman ke called dogge'when the camé vnto him,
{Ppw did he déale with king Herod, & with the Phaifes,

€ueiy man knoweth, . & are youbetter then thefe? Paul

<Calted the Galathidns foolifh,was it not to make thé wife

., ‘therby Be' mightdraw them to the truth,thev had-forfa-

ken? “euen fo the minifters of Chrilt muft handle this

rough world fetting it out by the titles,that by the rame

they may geffe of the nature. If therich man proriiile

peace td hisfoule in the myleitide of his pofieflion, that

Luk.32.20, Potthe "Lord caf him foolc for his liboury If all the

—ATTE world follow the prince that raignethinthe airg,f}xg'l,r_l?gt

- we fay that they be without God & fo without falifati?

i.doth not the Lord chaftenvs in this world, that we fhold

‘notbe crndemned in the woild to come?  Are riotfer-

-tiants ctented tobeare hard words at the hands of thelir

mafters; becaufe they receiue wages of themzeuen fo fuf

“fer God his minifters to fpeak’the worft they can. of you,

“yet T affigre you ther is no faichful preacher that wil (peak

o bafely oélé‘notabkﬁ wicked'perfon that is, but hee
fpeaketh & thinketh a thoufind times more bafely of
KEimfelfBeare with them therfore, you are children, & ifi -

fants inreligion,not able to fpeak, they fpeakeframthe
1Pt g, " Lord in ashumble manaer ag may beknowing, thatthe
Lord refifteth the proud;& gitiesh gracg 3o e bumble
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‘ble & meeke : the prodigal fon by {peaking moftvilely Luc,76. 14,
_ofhimlfe, purchafed bis fathers fauors Euen fo thefe 19.

hurd {peaches of our felues, & other penitent finners;are
as faitfliu{ meflengers to fecicile vs voto God,; Secédly
by this wenote,how we muft be enabled to ericodter or
refift the exiples of others, ¥ arelaid againft vs to draw

vs frs God,eué as Ruth doth in this place. Naomitelleth -

‘ _ her,Herphais turned away, & therfore fhee muftallo,

Ruth anlivereth,iWhere thew d s ellef I'willdwell:as if the
bad faidiif § turn backe, £ wilt turn backe alfo,but 1know
thy conlticy is fuch,as § wilt neuer yeeld,therfore al the
exaples of my flippery fifter, & fearfull fal-awaiesin the
world thal neuer moue mesitisthy conftancy that I look

vpon & nothing cls,which is as a {afe fhip for me to faile |

in through the waues of my vaftedfaft minde: fo that by
this you perczite,how fhe oppofeth the ftedfaftnes of

her mother,againft the back{hding of her fifter, depen- :

ding vpon the fureft hold,not vpon a broken ftaffe,Euent
fo muft we againft the examples of vagodly ruffiansfee
the exiples of fober minded.Match the world & Chtift
together,what fhall the world get: If it (ay,be ignorant,
the other faith,ifthe Gofpell be hid it is to them that be
loft:if it fay,folow the ways of thy own hart,§ other faith

for this thou fhalt come toiudgment:if the world fay be

couetous & inrich thyfelfby gaming,cofning,carding,di
cing,buying & felling,§ other faith, fuch fhal not inherie
Gods kingdom:ifthe world fay,feck honorsthe Church
faith,itis vanity:ifit fay,eftcem beft of thy felfe,the other
faith,think beter of an other:if it with thee profperity the
church Githyrather fuffer aduerfity with Gods cbildren,
then to enioy the pleafures of fin for a eafon. So the flefh
lufteth againft the fpirit, & the [pirit againft the flefh : if
thou be tempted to infidelity temember Abrahdthat be
lceueinhope,ynder hope,& beyond hope;ifto inconti-
nency,semember Tofeph the mirror of chattity,if to im- :
Kacncz',think vpon Tob,if to vninft dealing,remembet
cob:if to idlenes think on the pilmire, if to drikennes
rememb er what Dauid did with the watgr of the wel of
Bethleem, T his is vfual in the fcriptur to exhort by exa-

ples,Peter witheth godly women to look vpon Sara her 1, Pet.3. 6
obedience,Lames wileth the poarin his daigsto take the Tam. g1 0-
<. R pro~ ;. -

]

i

b R e
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") 62  The Rewardof Réligiort.
, prophetsfor an example of patience.Paul exhorteth the
Corinthians to liberality,by the example of the Macedo'
Rians:euen {o on the coritrary,threatnings are denoun-
o ©ed by the exdple of ochers,as wemay often read inthe
2.Cor.8.23 Gofpell. The Lord faith,the Queen of Sheba fhal rife in
' # iudgment again(t the nation of the Iews,which came to
heare the wﬁdcm of Salomon, likewife he proucketh
them by the exiple of thepublicans & harlots, telling the
they fhalbe preferred in the k.in%:l:mcnof God,& thinke
" there is noncfo fimple,but they know they ought rather
o to follow the wife then rhe foolifh virgi_ns.Bnt?omc will
Mat25.1  fay, now the world is alto&cthcr corrupted, & the moft
43. part is the worft part,therefore they muft needes follow
their maners & be defiled. To whom I an{wer, if § were
inalitde bark vponthe greateftfea,& faweft a thoufand
mighty waues about thee like huge moiitains,wouldft
forfake thy littlc bark which is alone;& leap into § mid-
v+ deft among § waues,becaufe they are many,fo thou thol
deft work ﬁxy own deftrucis:euen fo, wilt thou forfake
the maners,life & company of afew godly petfons,with
whomisfafety,to wallow in the millions of worldly med
with whom is no peace,but is like the raging fea § canot
reftithalenotthou be tofled with them,I wil notfay tro
bied,but enerlaftingly confounded:T grant we fhuld liue
by precept & not by exiple,but fccinF wemuft needes
- feethe Golpell,before we beliene x, let vslooke on the
- lines of the pureft & feweft am >ng vs,& ioyn our felues
to them,as Noah to hus ark that the water flouds of cuet
lafting deftru@ion ouerwhelm vsnotin eternal damna-
tion. Thy God,By thefe words it may feem that Ruth is
not{o wel groundedin the knowledge of God asthee
oughtto bein ¥ fhe dependeth vpon her mother,in (-
ing,thy God is my God,asiffhe had faid,if thou worfhip
the true God (o wil 1if § be an Tdolatérfo wil T, if thou
tuen back ward fo wil Lif thou go forward;fo wil ',But I
take icfar otberwifc,fr thefe words proceed frd a hart ful
ly groiided vpon the ruthsas if fhe had (aid, L know Na- -
omi,§ wilt neues worfhippe any Gods but the true God,
thou art contit in that which thy felfhaft taught mee, I
remain ftedfaft in that which 1lerned of thee & therfore - -
Iganneuer forfake thee, The which imctpteutiot‘xiis cog
. . me
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were Naomies people bytthe Tewcs which alwaies wor-
fhipped the true God:fo that if Naomi ‘could change her
‘birth,parentage,people,& country, dien alfo in the minde
of Ruth the cojild change h?lt‘ God, & asfhe was perfwa-
ded,fhe knew her people, o fhe knew herGod, and as fhe
thonght,fhe could not chige herpeople,fo fhe conceiued.
‘the wouldneuer alter her worfhip:fo that thefe words pro-
‘ceed of a ftedfaft perfwafion ih the knowledge of God, &

| TheRewad ofReligion: ~ €3
firmc by the words § follaw, Thypeapleimy pesple : who

an affuredhope of her mothersicontinuance.Euen as when

the King of Babel calleth the almightic by the name of the

.God of Shadrach,Mefhach, & Abedncgo, was perfwaded

he was the true God, by the myraculoas deliugry of thofe
his feraants from the fiery farnace. And as the King of Me
dia caled him by the name of Daniels God.bcc,ad@ hehad
‘deliuered him from the hungry Lions : cué fo Ruth called
the true God by the name of Naomies God, becaufe the
Was inftruted by her.But fome will fay, isit not lawfull for
vsto depend vpon our fathers or elder friendsin religiom
orto beleeue 25 the Chirch or ascatholike menbelecue?
Yan{wer,if the queftion be made of the neteflary points of

“faluation,as the knowled ge of the trinitie,the work of our

B &

Dm; 29,
Dan.6a¢

.

1.Corg.1¥

vedemption,with fuch like,it is by no means lawfulfor vs A&,17. 28,

to depend vpon men,though they be the chiefeftin know
Jedge, & the greatetin authoritic in all the world, if they
teachit neger fotruly,  yet we muft haue recourfe to the
Gord of God, For Paul withed the Corinthians, that they
fhould be followers of him,ashe wat of God,as ifhee had

~ fayd,where1 agree with God & his word,confent withme

whereT difagree,diffent from me. We know what com-

Cal,2 a8,

médation the lord giueth the Iews of Berea,which fought -

the fcriptures daily , whether thefe things were {o or not,
which were taught by Paul and Silas § we know how Paul
.withftood Peter to his face;who was a pillar of the church
and 2 more ancient Apoftle then himfeIf yet he was fauleys
& to conclude, wee muft receiue the Gofpell as rom God
the onely author ofit,not from man, leat wemake the
'p'read:ing of the croffe of none effe&,it is far furer to fend
¥s to the fountains of the written word of God,then td'the
braines of the beft learned in the world, Therfore the con=
slufion is,thds we muft nog il the feundation. of "112'0"&

eren
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dependvpori fen or angels though we were neuer fo tru- |
l}:taught by them,but mu# feferre our faith, andthe cre-
ite therofto the only written word of God. But fome will -
. fay,had Ruith-difs word of God,or did Naomi cary i with *
herinzo the land of Moab? T anfwere thatit is verv likely
they had, for the Tewas atthis day hau¢the old teftayment
with themin all nations:fecondly if they had not, yetthe
Lord by hit{pirit did per(wade the heart of Ruth of the
truth of thefe things which Naoati had taughe her, {6 did
he perfwade his Chui ch when there wagno word written,’
-for the fpace of aboue two thoufnd years s fo doth he this |
* daykeepehis Church among infidels; whereis neyther
preaching,word,nor facrament,yet not onc of them is loft”
Butif any fav let vs then forfake the writtén word of God, |
‘and attend to thefe reielations and priuatein@ru@ions o
‘the holy ghoft, 1 anfwere,fo the Tews wher they camic in-
tothe land of Canaan, micht hauceate no meate, tillthe .
Lord raigned-downe more Mannavpon them :furely then
they had all ftaraed many thoufand yeares ago : euen fo if ;
we looke for fuch extraordinaric illuminations, & forfake

the prefent food of our fouls,God his writté word preched

among vs,the other being ceafed,we fhaliuftly be condem
ned,asthe murderersand flauzhter-flaues of our owne de-
ftruétion.Let vs therefore take heede to God, not to men,
ground ourfaith on his word, not vpon humanc gifts, at-
tend to thevoyce of Chrift fpeaking by his minifters to the
cars of § body,not waiting for extraordinary iluminations,
if we wantthis means, labor forit,as a pearle worth all our”
- marchants fubftance, yea, atreafurc greater then allthe

world:But of light:r points ofreligion,if wee receine sny’ -

- thirig of men;who in one point hauc diuers iudgemeas,’
letvs learn to exarnine the reafons of all, & being prousd
prayer and peace of confcicnee lean to the beft:ncither
doiibting to depend vpon men,ar the credite of thetruth,
butto the word. Where we note tmany things, what great
care ought paréts, magiftrats,minifters, & prechers,to haiis.
ouer their ¢hildren, people, & fibiedts, for their inthiutis,
{ecing as Ruth had trucly lerned of hier mothet inlaw that,
did the conftantly defend, namely the worfhip of the orie-.
Iy one God.1¥Naomi had peruéreéd hir from one hedthe-
nifme to another,ivisyery rikdy‘ﬂxe would haucabode by

fe bl

e e
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bubeinginfsafted in the trileh, & fealed by:the ko -
1y fpicju If pramife; fhice : doch cirefully -maintaine i.t."! TR
ining: us - thicreby. to viderflang how’ incftimable is EPRIL: 2,
o Bratfiteof gdod cducation, and ik training vp in--
religioni. - And 9:?-:-::&::’:&: wbee dearc vato'vs, thay .
watch ghier the loulcs of olar pedpleand children, who -
by-vs beting rightly oundedin the foundation of °
Cg;ﬂ:lﬁmch »may happily growe vp, hké to glo- * ooy
Tious Qluesfor the Chutch ind common wealdh. Ve ool
reade when Eaban fivoré by his falfe gods, then lacob '~
&orc-bythtfqaréof his father zaac; (o éxcellent was GetsLgry
the inftruétion giucn hiny of his father, that in the pre- R
fedce ofidglatrous Laban, for feare nor faudur ‘wouald -
hee ileer his rels gion : yeaitfeemed to be faftenedin his
ficth, thit haging beene twentie yeares among the' ido~
~  latrous:Sirizns, yetheehad not changed the manner of .
bis oth, the which hee leatied of his father, Oh" where
: ace thafe Fzazks in our dayes, which teach theie chifdren
S 4 religian?mdg:ed.mgn arétoo carefullfor their ¢hil-
drenstemporall wealth; they put them to fchooles and .
vniderfitics, to bec fludents at the law, a0d men ‘of oce -
cupatiams(which ar¢ good) but aske thein why th'c'z do .
fo;tlny,wﬂtmnfwurq,th;t they mighthaué forn¢hing
td line by hercafrer : neéuer 3 word I witratit “you’ o
faluation of their foules. but for that, thiey will hope =
mGnddwg Gy sand thus they compaffe{t& and Hinde *
ri ut'the never fadi ighealth they leatt dhinke
vpoh, Tn times paft feruantes praied to the God of their .
maillers; bu in thefe dayes {fthey hould doe fo, they Cen.24 o
muft pray either to pride; edisctoulnes, of ignorarices’” ,
maifters and feruantes éan fweare By the name of God
lﬁ,&aﬂy‘;bﬁg Pray fparingly, irt o muych asifthe life of -
Gedconfiftedin their prayers;they would fiirely mur-
deehim, they (o feldoniecall Ypponhim: “Ohthar this
behaviour of maifters 4n ferartes; could'bec ‘
reducédto ihe licie of God s “worde; birr oW they =
deale withitheir fernantes s the Egiptians’ didwith the - :
Iﬁ%litc’s;)héﬁd@kffbr’t‘ élr tasks anid worldy buflines,
tehiey néder exhoite thet tty facrifice t6the ‘Lorde’
Rdy; they hinder thetn; and ;dl!‘:h'cm‘idle“ perfons, if -

there
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there bee-any fotwardogs of feru ankesand childrea that-
.. wayessuuely now - is- -like: féruant; like” maiftesj: lake:
w155 “maide like miftre(fe, like fatherhike fonne, like mother

2o¢

like ?z@gh;cr,‘ﬁxdti,s'the fecde fuchis the haruch; they:
fromeradles to gratcsyanat from grauesdo damna.:

tion, theire wholccare isfoc pleafure and wealth, .and
- thejefare they haue no part or portion but i thid pre-

fentlife, Yetletthechildren of Abraham do likcdbra- -

e S;r,. hi;reich their fons, daughcers

and feruants,the.couenant :

-of the Lord,that all thefecdé and pofterity miay beblef -

< fed, hoth with the temporall & eucrlafting prom
52335 godlineshaththe promife of thiskife an of the: liteto -

ie; for :

"~T'm°f3- come. Sceondly by this wee note, the falt.of ‘vagodly
flatterers which will outwardly for fhew of: fadourbee. .
godly withthe good,&wicked with the %nofane‘.th'cy,y‘n’l :

1

in.good company temper their fpeech

ike goodln_lcn,

they wil trudge & trauclto fermoas & godly- excer

D"

becaufe it plealeth fome gentleman or other,&wilfay to.
Uty Gesd sy Godyou preacher, my prcacher Yo
profelsic halbe my profefsion, whome youlous! laue,
whé you hate I abhor : Qftbisfort are tany igporant:

g;r_ﬁm_que milliketh-onrseli

gion becaufefome:popifh-

reind; of his miflike:it,fome (peake againf aur goucmel

' mgot, hecanle ane or other which gape for thethurths
Jining (peaksthngaintit: -and to fay the truth, itis verie
lamenmble to fge,how all religion of many.is wirted:in-1
to.man-pleafing, but thefe.tame beaftes' will one: day:

, com:;;,;}u,ﬂ_mglhter aswell as-wilde, when it fhall bee:

g ooz, manfelted, that

5 o depend

Ly

the furcft and {afeft way. .ingcligioﬂ; A8

Godandnot men,....

Where thau dyeft, Hauing promifed herlife to bee:
fpentin her,moshers company '+ fhee -proceedéth taheri

death, th=wing vato her fach pesfet friendfhip asiey-:,
thct.thczmmiﬁ:s of life or farroywss of death,couldiduer ‘

\abrogate, ap1fhe addeth, that eueniin thatplice whebe!

Napmithould be buriedwou

1d Keuth bee enterred ¢ for:

weg knows the ancient catome wasto bechuried with

the fathersor ;%rcdcc -(ours, whereof vadoubredly; the’

caulz wassthe

ope of therefurreéti an, thatas they wene!

bugicd (o they Thould ife fogeshapto be maéswm’sﬂg
. ‘< .. ’1' - . . - .or‘

i

-
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digion, &,

+ of cternal woesyor tuulaﬂingjoygs.m by.this weqb,

feniie, the louc whi

muft be of fuch continuanc
noto
the ngufu
Sompanions oflifeand dea

lowe of children ta therr riatu .
the peoples to theie fpiritual fathersin Chrift . The Gala

¢h we owe vato our fathers & fricds,,

thiansto pleafurg Paul,wold haug
. cies,butmen in thefe daics arelo
* tawards the {mall number of preachin

they will hardly g; c any pennie ta.w&fﬁ
nance:tbey had Et‘;m have

of

¢ch

crs
b

< cir pal

-changling, althou

fincg, yet the m,
thing,(aue o

4rgeabl¢,cbaigm
felucs which fiould pay the teaths
. tigth of their x'tmealf

v  ibgofcuftomes,fuch
‘ they woldbe religio
- ambg thieth, Who. fee
cry out for preachers,
alf,yet when the Lord
fiinke in theit prefence.
:butthe eruth:

pigs.then

and moreouer;th
prouided for,but euery bafe p
Panion,are fuffred to crow o
#h&.Thus Chrift was before,& ver ki
the brapeft,&

e 1s thic mini

pre

uer thé,

&

¢ §,it reach voto the graue:.

tobghere the inheritors of theit lindsbps i

dyto gite our bodics to their fepulchros,and, .« - - |

re.of 1t moftbe fo "zetf_c&,thl.t wemulthethe .. '
- And uraly.fuch as s the

rall parents, fuch muft be

d out theirowa

;chinl;g:'l"

»when

6 this liberalitie,

minifters, thag

s their mainte~

heir Gold,then the Golpel 1.Cor 3,19

hey cry aut Galygdady
they them-

\yeeld not the twep~
fuch fsing for their right,fuch.erie
ouier- bearing the weak, & finally,
us,but the midikersmutt b as beg
thnetinmany places whess
and promifc largely in che
hath fent them, th ¢y alnoft’
fpeak plainly I confeffe,& yot
cy are ot only poorcly
erfon,pefant,& pot=cori~
& cry ous againdt _ :
kevsc6remneddf " [ C
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' and asmen born out of due time
:be drfpifed,ourlabour vriprofita
i ing-ﬁ'ocks.yccbmpz&n wilbe
pardaned; we crowned, & they
~fed.Se lej God :Laft of 2}, that fhee;mig,

eucrhaftin

ine. it agreethin bd~

eing we-are
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»although our calling
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— &bt ine/ and ¥horeiilioyif oght bur deathdofepa--

eé-and mec + which isan viuall madncr of fwea:
ritle i the feriptare,d9we read of Dauid how he fwore'
Ne'wisiild be revenged of dhe churlifh- Nibal, forthe:
£:5am, 24, ridotiteons melfigerhé Feturned hitn by bisfingames,

: 33 2hdisvied by allthe godly inthe old Tcftamient: and’
ihdetde it doth moft botably defcribe the nature of én‘
dathifor it is thustnuch in effect, 1pray God:conformd
fie;1F Hbeake not this with purpofc 0f hear'::: ‘outof

_ the‘which we notémany things moft proficable. Firft;
thit fdcuery oith wé tarfeour owrefoules,if we pabs
lihinot- the truch; or performe not thar which wepros

c oy 7y, Milesasif chery vimd wefweare,wee fhould fayy- The

" 77023 1 pardwonfound we body and foule, witlr'Sathan and

Vit hisAngels, if thisberotfo, . Oh thisoarcath-men-
gty & commoniwearersin our daies, would reméber
ok vnderRand this,that whers in their daies vthey hage
fwstne many milions of times,lo many-cures & dam-
nations they haue wiflied to themltluos ; the'verycamws

. fdéraion whereof would ‘make thetn as ouiltyin their !
: " owhiceniciencesasaer Cain 'was for killing 2 man,or
Sudagfar betraying the Lord of glory scheyhaue wich
aheirarrowes of blu(phieitie, thot through and boared
stre Lotd to thé very redreft place othis lifé, for chery
wriftevAnd mocly as die-common Inne'is known by his
-fignejand the blacke Moere by hivf kiw, euénfois an
. {athgift and carnall manmby hic-oath. We fhalltalk with
Letil24-22 2 dnefbworldly mer, who at eueryword' orcfentence,
el bre ike forth dnto-moft horrible fwearing: vppdn
Ind occafis,if theyberebu'ved, they wixe mech worfe,

-Weread of an Egipuan Hraclite thatbhfphemed,:and
" zwas by God his cwne commandement-,: :ffoned to
«deith, How if his law were put inprac“ﬁ&amon;ﬂ? ,

’ . rwherewauld the gallanr companions, «which "will 1

Num,1.46 fweare by al the colours ot the modnetbecdothciwonld |

. .« not-they cric ont tothe hils to coner:them, dnd tothe |
= socks o fal vpoa them?wasit ot trange;thatan

- fixe hundred thonfmid mén which' wdre-able. to beare

- airrmed -, with 6ld ménwomien amd:chileed aldroftin-

: mamérable, there thuld bofound biuteamymatithathad |

o A bhfeh¢~ !
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blafphemed, or taken Gt his dreadill name;in ydined

& he multbe Roned? But among ws, if fo many chafess - o
men werg uk;nﬁy léfefqg( Fm%ﬁ navhe:faunds
amongcuery hundred,ten perfanswhich ars.aetgemy

mon fhfphcmcss;-ob Lotdshew doth thy meroy T

the beauens from powring dawne flones Vpor.iVs; 2!
thw vponthe Canadites. T hese is notnaw achild:
intheftrgtesf he be able todpaak, bat he murmuraht Iud, 1031
an oath,only ¢xcepted fome fow 'which baue goly pa-t

rents & thereismpt a woman cither paide orwife,lome

few excepied,which doth not dayly increafetheis curfa
by,thc,islfqn;iaﬁhll.hlafphmnics; mgy we ot now {ayy
Lotdwhatisman that thou.wifiteft him pr.the fonoe pf

map that thou o regardeft him, Trily the mofallow

the counlell of Tobs wife they curic God & dic, 2g0d-|

ly myrtif required tp curfe Chritt and he fhodld e,
m&?cé»fﬁﬁsyﬁc.wcﬁwel(sw@d him, & yethee

neucy did me-any bur, -.whydwtho&\ld-l carle iy
Aﬂipt-wo.u,whu hurt hath. the Lord dong;yarg

you, "that.yow thus blafpheme:his thonour,purfe youn

owne [qules,rebell againft his lawes, and fweare many,

hutdred fimes oftner then yon eate ar, dricke :fyrek

the dilgale of leprofic was contagious, and whplacpe

hadig, “as excladed from t!;.cgogswgniov QW

more ought this poyfon, of fweyring .and [y
becuogtfrom F“‘i;““ o Ga smens Andlygs
now helpe, O ye Gads o}?ﬁt};s carth,I meanc yauhagy-

ftrates and men of authoritythis knot wil peucrhe,ya-
lopfgd.cxcept you drgw gue your fwords vsﬁ‘ﬁ!‘ e fta-
funder 4 though you would giug them aJl your. m(i:(.
fiops,% fteale away theit {weating, as Rahelftpleher
fashers Tdols,yet they will fivearc by £ Gods flillas
" Laban did, that is, they muft eiher,dic,of the, wiath of

God mult be powred downe' vpan,v fopcuery forhis
q‘:i-fépjsl'l:n‘cucr d;p‘.}.rt;ﬁ;gqi",thq-hi;;ifq‘o‘ the {wearer.
Andifyoubclpe nzt,}t;g,énsg %kis c,\lxi}lh,".,;ﬁcigé.rdib:' t
eurfs hoth o u and them with cuerlaftin ues. He glav:9.3x
cr‘;??: (Zixh, whom Mafl flend: . tbcfgb?ﬁi_\ ers haue Elay..3
faid c',YgiYin. o¢.yea, theéy hiug told Tacob his fin,end
Hiriclhis ganfgrelsion, and Englind. his fwearing, alfp,
":}‘9. (R AN . W e ""F’g P 4 Eu
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butihegcome sgainewich Teremic, vntd you @ prin-! -

miydbﬁ!&‘ybu t%g decpee;that wholaeuer fwearethby -
thamntest God rafhly; e fhould be cut off fromthe
people;adid his haufcdowedwithfalt,netcrts be bl -
ded'againe, Seeondly by this we obferue, thatitis hot”
lawfal o ficar but onl§ by dename 6fGod for Ruth”
Thith 6, a4d [i les God doSmto me ¢g mmaré dlfa. She'cale-
fairé 6xilzhe which is (ble 1o punifh;or éls to pardon, &
Knoweth the fecrets ofeuery mishare, Wherby we'ate!
taugh, that itis ficriledgein God his fightd fweat by
etr faichbor troth out. honotir or hareftic; bread or
&in"kc’,'q‘r any thing ¢ie¢. Many thinktheyauoid fwea+
g very cléanly , ifthey fiveare by apy ofthele 'dot’
ketowihg that he that fweareth by the goldfweateth by’
thetemple,& he that {weareth by the t‘_ém%lc",(w;ar'ct
by him thatfitseth theron: cuer fo he that weargth by
Fis faith, fwarethi by Chitift(For Faich is no faith without”
€hrift) & he that (weareth by the fon;fweascrh by the
fither & thie holy Ghoft.Thertore dcirc!y"gi;'clé;}ltg Jet'
vs frame opir tongs to honor, not to dithonour ngg’,tb;
§léﬁﬁé,pot.t9 defamichis name.Forif bg‘;ﬁziﬁépé heth
bis $uins,ronzheth the apple of his cie, what dotlihee.
whichthriftech athisname. whichi is dear.t Vnto him
iNeajend e Sty heLor il hld
Hiiiguillefie, byeas behatinorpirtied the Lord i
el Him with osthes, nmiore hall the Latd Ticky
"4y’ thErey to hisfoulé f¥éth punithing itfn helll "
2 Lafily' by thefe wotds'of Ruth we obferie, dHat an
“oyth muft be the laft thing we producem thiéeflimo-
. "hic'of any truth SShe denieth her mothet once, and the

. fecond time when Kex fifter Wentaway , but now the

" shiltd timie, afeer folemmne protéfation made,fhe addcth
 an oath, as the 1l refuge & chd of all contronerfic. A-
“gainftthis doal the formér '_i?a’c‘nd,v}hi‘ch‘v‘yiu'ngt taﬁ'g
vill the lath,burcuen at thie fitft wrap out their pathes, 4
fafy as abrawling dog hisharking, fweanhg thtongh
cuftome to thuth & falfhood, feaking no differchice be-

- yweene waightic matters & idle foyes,efp¥ “Zﬁ‘ -
- mg:?layiﬁa.hugtigg;h.!@pgm! fuuch ik, they Q;:

-
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ibysilieir poilon againft God him&lf,ncithier fparing the
i woumts}; bloud, hare)deatls; ind'nailes ofthe Losd, tén-~
tinghins worfc being.inheautn,then the Iéwés 8id'$pon
-the croffe, “But let Ruthaind hercomipanietfoeeadhi'ten
1thbuind of theny, witli whas roucrence: they mafPife
. ‘the holy name of God : fhee had not binpaftémié yehrs
: ﬂi:bz:}odz womanybmithee hadleameld hef religion,
-bodyéf faithand manners,fouin this five verenath: Boeh s
ibuowek haud i great many:both men & women? “Whith
thagé had: twenty and thirds a peece, mi.wfth?g!w%:
withaiwlwleichurch of godlypeiforis,and ybe theyhiue
gorudnher faitlrnor mannerd them; chéy tareali-
zf;;p'dz:thqn leaueto i{e:;ooligion, bk themifeRles
~ cwalewb impRafure. ivbicenotdoceiued; Geod ot
-mvockdd, when hée begimndsh hee wilt nake gt endand
wonfemolyourviperous :odfgutmn& Bealy hearresfas
‘shofoumaine of this mifcicie in dic fife of delh:. “wee drg
cas implor sunate on youas#heblind mew of: Jerichw! the

‘ -tnbrowedrmicbubed, the mdreared asie vase you, eoor
A sowYodntgchovuried;. our prmce rementd onrGbd

. Mgemcd, hib Golpclherariitaved From vs  Srenirisates
sie Bodied cuetaftingly plagied o Goa b0, giveprii(e

37 paegl Y g L izl gL R SRR
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A& When befym choe o mas el a7l monded s e wigh
. hér.Beleft [peating G :

Belef [poating Smtgher. 1Ll
:i’ 9 @'5§ex wenk forth both Gntil #he) came 1o Berhelem,
1 i ey ecmets Bethelomit vt medopche o
) o rougbaue gllrbe cavie, gnd theyfaid,1smos thig Nasrirs
&6 awd [be anfwered callmence Naomni bt call ‘e, Mys
o T J4rthe slmighty hath giuen me mucl: butterngs.

21 Lment ows full, awd the Lor d haeh coufed me taretusm
%vﬁf;!?,iﬁq}f{’ll y:u me N asmi feoing 1 c.[i,.r #bath-bem-

led she, and she whimightia hash brongh mee Sure sdver

' L

SRy e e e e ::(' LA
‘ 31.Sq Nawmi resurncd, anid Ruth the Moabiteffe (s, |

Ading heard § conference et ween NaomisRurth~
T “naw.theholy gheft deferibeth the iffue of thisioute -
aeyasathe ead of this chapter:wherin Nagmiceafih o
e ra T ey
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vexc her da;éhm, ordiffizade her toprocoed iivken pdr -

. pofe,butw

ingly taketh her with her and Bothtafthem |

trauailc so Bethelem; whishet chey come:in a il fit

., and acceptable time;neithér higdred in their iplirseynbr
" forgascen of their rionds, boe Mindly recciuédaoutheis
. g“é“@lﬁfo&b Cromhndonit s (lﬁ‘;i’; 7

hey

- Ehofe wordes tonnﬁm-inﬂxhomiwd 'pastes,:the
limf;onfcnt totrauail¢ andioumey ynto Beshelom,

- thefeconds theirintestainment there: : The fic parg 3
. gg;dfed-in.themigbmn‘nc & nineteene. verfeszandbath
" “two members; i et Nagmi roficd fatisfied svish thcasm-
_{wears of Ruth and wexed herno morcvesfesighteene,

. fecondly their profpgosusionrmey totheity Bethglem
- Yefepimpréenc.: Tn the endafthis verfe i deti dowti the
i ’ng‘“mt thtyfom\dlhdt‘ whi‘h it 1“‘",. M'M
. .z¢nes came flocking to fee hen, alling, amd welcomniniag
- op by namé'in shefe words; swar ehis Nowansiothe
- whigh @]utation the indfelfe-aunfwearcth: s :thgntwo
+ mext vgsies, il zchnovdzdgmihw miarme: bovconfek-

fing herfelfe vaworthy.ofit,mh

fe - worlosy; Geld wee '

_ pot Nogwrtiybut-eall irwee Wiard | fcecndld thec=ddddth
~thecapile.afher seathdathele ypr;k}ﬁdnhoboi&liadx
‘ginenmemuch bitterney® thysis ampl{'ﬁed ii-tbc next

verfe by afi allegoty s!frqul’&!r_tﬁsmf.fb
Ywentont full: finally (hee fetteth downgt
_maketh %f'@c'r afﬂxﬁ\gﬁ,mcwing vngd the
IOYR iadl the viihe rilks 8F ¥ he
becapft the Lord had hatnbicd Ker, féeond

“estd fio

{cjwords,
vie fhee

they
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“$eh3d broughthérIhto adiietfitie: in ihetaff vetle is ke

-Wigwnethe tinte whed dhefe
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;,; \'i‘., PR Y PR T TOUA A PRl AR IR N " .
i fo Bihlchey which wis e beginfing , o B
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Sieifely, in the giallof et a;mg}_;%es?%\ * & ey we |

rotieivet

- 58 Fabre gbnie, {o inthe ehdMhee dealethyery * god
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- becshreps , When our fapiouy.Chrit, had dealewith the
Cananyithe. womap ahout the like caufe , fecing - thise
ﬁl_engwqg!d gbtau;fww;z_acr, no;dcﬁl:all(l;a .di o
£or theiapprobrigus woid of dogge difmay her theahe,,
 yeldediaher defirscured her danghecr, and procla M35 2%
- med her faithto bee wonderfull ;- By, which wee gather
L _thagigig,gg)vniodl_\i thing, totric any -rcligion or inagy ,
- foodmotionbeyondshewr firength, foritds, no. dosbt |y -
Y 2wt Naam;iffhee would, ould have muliplied mere * °/™
obietionsggainit shis enterprife of Ruth, but her spind *~** "
Wastarie her,nofio trouble:hes, to-confirme. hesy.noe
20.confound er,and to thewe ynro horwhat muft-bee-
hecrefolution, if fhee govmo the Lords peaple. thegcan
hope i ...anmblyz dmft ifhe m-;)ﬁ ;éu.cr tepent &4
turne backe againgfhe. mult.bury . both, sonmepand -
Kindred jn the. gran pEorareiplacnthas the thonghues
Bk defice oftheir fruition muft neugr  hinder chesourts
otherseligiqn; Wherebyall the ieodly are by, Nadmi
amonilacd, to be gareful] whéstheyyeceiue into shely
DPAYpand how,gently ,they., muft inwesse. dhom
whitn they fioda thipfid zqr cqs will potfeeds
hgiry
Ked
Q

P el AN A
ouacspryoung ongs folorgasthey begoas
ﬁ iﬁ:fy‘nfwhcrs come ougy; and they knewie -tham

tobee their owne, which icalofic of foules mutt-taach
%‘b«g Weg ke (g0t the.sbidene,; wkens of @odlye
belisi Wesmblt Aok seceiug, yea ouriown kinfemen inta
& gﬂﬂq} UEBGaRies, 40 commumicate vita; Mhem

ehwast fellouthip wehane with Ghritt, for many daia '

, cs@ymﬁ%@m&wsh toedpic.ours, Liberey,, but: ag

,@i& a1l a¥igoms voto.youand bripgnos thigdos v

tripe Teceingh 'ﬂms_t@ hopfg, ner - bid” :them good

bedeo, Bytinthasis it Srapgoso e how. Farra menia

gediyBerlonnes are deceined, which belecye cugry dight

ord obk

riftian

ipgsrgrall perfomncé sllceming them, 260d 3. Tohm. 79,

iosstingrmahiiighthond af lowdip 1ad ™ ’

Gas}?wﬁ. ctrealyrasof the Lord: to-thefe. mockepsof

fprcicyall thinps calling thie shiddecns ceammes s doge,

and theiry pregious peaslgs,before shte. filthy. fwiney
‘“'Chtzdsbeﬂ;chdﬂma:hi;;ﬁefptﬂmd"&h&n

whick 4
ofheisBeaftesipg.cens, weuil, pesiooutc and fecks the
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- / déftrnion of the truely’ religions, WO&TJ éod Wewerd
ali:Ndomics inthispoint, to thie their Hirjcks whcthet
. they be 6f God, fécing (o many falfe !fain'ts #it Bon’ out
sy e Itothe warld. tarwee nivltAot cortinite ouﬂchmta
7 Veusry one that wilt outwardly fay as wee bclceuc. 5 oD
firs fep the fruitsand afterwirds id ge of the trée,: .
‘ knowchow masy in the Gofpd ouit Sanicur ‘Chrift rCEul- ca
. Tohn 4‘icd; which offered thenifelites vnito hiny, fo? tione ¢
Sohaz, oy, SOBR tohit bt toft whormehis Ficker draech: Ao
amftehis cfpeéially doeall the frring Michaes and
e-thanpreiehers of England Gﬂﬂd, hith 1¢thie
- prophetfaith, fowe pillywes ¥ndér'vhe ‘elbBwes ofthé
pcoptd,lhatm, whey give themm reftin their ‘ﬁng\dar fis,
if they can fiy Lord, Lord, they tell theth théy'are & good
bhriftiaes, i they borti¢ driee Twecketo? ehd ichareh, ~
their denotion is f'uﬂi&ents ifdhoy (Pend: JJ i dayes
in Sgnonince & vinity ! yei dtewe wé’x’ds the Meer end
dcouter Hiei, Oh%w(’cttﬁm zd&“k%&kﬁ
thyoridition of fiich piftotirs and p
arethus Raricrediin theif s & Mrokedih belfeid”
ties,they heare the Gofpél feede o e frerfirteris et
fafelyint the bouf‘c‘ orcéd“ ‘and eace‘bﬂhg
lands; that their iudgcnidm ighe bé withb
theirdamittation the greater, & sheimfclagsodRetey
oxenfory Lords Mauglierhonf;they ¢ P JQ&;’:’
piercy, mercy, ?ulaea £plenty noépRh R4
por famines, 0 pluﬁms ﬂbz‘ﬁiﬁh’ﬁ#‘ "iﬂ?ﬁ‘g& -
monfnw,ofnéw vinéridt God - hygts %
bid theé mo& couctous- coﬁﬁorints,’ind‘@c‘hié
if:d; l ruffians, beaflyy drankatdio RilHy ' iﬂtcfer
Ma(phcmers, Eomiiven’ fwéarer8 dhirt] 'imﬁ '
fers; snd - prophane and carnall Zadieifti/¢8
ﬁlaJudn, whermme Apenife {anhﬁ’ﬁétm

.

v o ok hingdom¥of all: Tiﬂb‘i?!ds’to cm
Ehildrengbread to §RES; 4 k&m&k!?ﬂé“m&ﬂholz
Gofpelta cloaké,nis‘ raﬂieti pateriforehiitertg work

sllmamher of licenéioufhes » ﬁm!é' #N4bint wo
sotpromiife any ¢ dﬁn g'_ oherd heer Ruthy bue
nd:créifcoura Yo eidtdt in tfxe’

tfaltoth ymram hfam wl&‘ftuh ayhope
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;sﬂhii'ngfxé:‘ﬁ hiyasheau€ from the earth,or ight from
«darknes:therfote to conclade,as the gold is notknow-
en but by the touchftane, fo isnot any Chriftian,cilt ke
be throaghly wicdin religion,& as the geld-fmith will
not aceépt it (though itfeet neuer (o faire)til he haie
tried ity(0-muft not we'loofe the bapds of fims, till they

o
.

., berepentedorbind the breaches 6f iniquity,til they be

)

fatisfied,noraccount any 2 chiriftian, vl we haue thro-
ughlytried Hjm. Other therg ate which will neuérbee
fdtilggﬂiﬁ’ theif bréthren,cucry djiy troubling the with
“aine & vriprofitable queftions, ncuer giumg thé ouct,

ikthey haue wedried the with their wriglings, fecking
0 deface thein thatlitde knowledge which they haue,
& difgourage theth fré’ the profefsion of chriftian reli-
‘5'6.31_1: rhoft abhominable is the dealing of many with
} dr'ndghb°“’2?°‘l‘ Chriftian men and wonica,who
foefaking the ciarfed paftime of carnal copanidus,efpy -’

“ing theinfufficiencic of dumbe & vnpreaching frune
ﬁeu,b‘gr‘ﬁingkiln louc far the puré preaching of God his
“word,and fecking that where it isto be found, abfene

“themfefues from their affemblies now & then,they pre.

-fent thé to the courtsas wicked recufants, where { wate
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‘ranvyou,they find as muchfagor as Paul did befare Pée" .- 7

“lix:thus we are many timesvniuftly vexed for good c3-
‘fei€ces;turmoiled 4Boit for hearing of fermony,almoft
““asthifehasapy ,‘pa{;ﬂﬁ,fbr abhotring birt refigion:& this
ivisthat feareth nyiny,caufedh othier to Ell back before
}troubles damsz, & difmayeds miany weake foules when

they feg their g:c‘;‘qr'e' brethren in this peaccable time,vha . -

*dér the'goucrnimient of fo gadlyf & gracions a priace,fo
“vormented as is ineredible,the expericiice of this is tdo

S0l
AR 2436,
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*too cé’T’bﬂ in' tajcz‘co;ncr‘of" our cauntry,wherethers . -

“is any eacher or profitable hearer, Letvs thet-
* fore my brethred; with Naomi, ceafe to vexe the 5\3‘“’
* minded Ruths,both mé & women:our dirnatid fhalbe

the greater;if we draw & driue'men from God,the laws

require it not;the magiftrates like icnot, our profefsion

iligérprea

’ farbiddéth it & accurfed are hiof¢ gadles indgés' which

prgnonice sy fentenceagaint theft -nnocét perfons.
fi‘hc@fetc'ém the Prophet, Come legrs ecna’g:
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" Sesbey vemtforthNow arc.thelo two good wamea
ikodaéggMd 4?1.§’fi>ﬁ!=.sb~8.ctlxl.=h¢n,$‘a.n.dvndoub.-
;ﬁeligpdnj,r.tcdiw!own.ey was ealed by their muguall
~confetence: but.what things hapned 50, thowm by. the
-yay, thefcripture meniqneth not,,,, oncly. their snter -
tainment is herefer dowanehow thejr comming being
poyfed abouethe. Ciac,they came vata them and falur
"s'cgthC,irOM;.“%?int_%?&c' Ngomyby. pame,For this
‘queftion,ismor this Ngomu? after the mapct of th &

‘brewes,is 2 vfual maner of affirmation, as wee may {

Gen.18.14. ‘in thele ty'lzcés,pf fcripture. Where fist.of al we fee the

#7- wonderfull mercie of God toward Naomi, which in {
Numb.32. ‘man yearssab.f.wé»ﬁ.iﬁ'f.eémtlxc.rw;trymcrlmg
e pes IE;b'ut at the firif argiving , diipnﬂﬂb%ﬂmm;-
Tud.6.51. ,ézfg;cmnfort.hq forgowes, Thus God hath maay blet-
g iew  pooge atflicted
: cis ¢ € candleof tho
. rightegus be nog put o1 For eucr.But as in one day(af-
Gy yeersslomowfor Tofeph & famine frbread,
g. Ja¢ob receiued tidifgs of the welfare of his fanne, and
“prouifion for his familie, ‘cucn fp the Lotd compaficth

"iints, and furcly hecis. carcfill thatt

Gen. 4542

L?_faLgO,ﬁ About ‘dge faid Fun,wgth fongs ‘qﬂa;l_fucr%gcct thyt

-though heauincs jadure for 2 night, yctioy comme

| :f;n::@ﬁpxﬁ?é"%ﬁcsﬁexﬁ;nrorfﬁgés1a¥re.ma -
. ing downe oXaprowne liues, co; :

Dinge3s. f‘;}é_g,dra,fg': ashe draug ;héki of Babilon for fcugn

374 yearssfrom the thioﬁq}gflﬁﬂi%ﬁm wilderacs of

wildbeafts,fo he called 1m?ﬁqnc.m reffored to big

* Bislceprer apd feate;, eftablithed his kipgdome all tie

“dayes.of Rfsh}_‘cf‘l'gcj?q:.e. feare nog, feape noy bele-

~aied, haue e now farginc?we that baug pléty again:Do

we carry. forth opr fecd weeping We Mhall comeagain

Jwithpleadfull hegites, Haue we fowed in tegres? wee
Jhallreapein ioy Haue we bin firangers,in other linds?
‘weare come Home with Naomito the City of God Nis
_People z and ﬁn{ﬂ}y.tf;o&;tfut fearethiz Logd fhallbse
A o Siop uhich can neues be momed:for idefe

P
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" shemountaine of theLord; encn m thahillofthe God
v / ‘qf lacob,for he B(ha,!l,tsac,l_\ vshis waics,” a0d wee widl
Malkeinhispaths, . .. STIRETER i
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isa tinseto ‘mowrhe,{o there is atime to reioyce, and ¥4
e wicked thall haue meafure for meafure,fothe gods
ly fhall receine seward, for teward : Secondlyby thefe
wordsiee: ablctue the fruit of chartie;' or dutis of
qﬁhm and acquaiatance:: for as thele Citaens of
Bethlchom:canne 1 fec and to comfore Naomi,fo nuft
cqery-om brarafome pare of his brothers'es fifkers/fors
tow,inrelicding thcir troubled minds by theit prefence
and fpeech. Woc read that Mary went to her cofing B+ g

Bzabethbeingiwith child,that they might commade & jo1,
comfort théfeluesin the promifes of the Lord. Weread 4

bow the Tewes accompanied Mary and Mirtha, wee-
pitig for Lazarus’, and the {amealfo weread Wasdorie
asthe deathof Dorcas. Whar fhal I fay of the foure mé
- which browght the ficke of the palfey vato Chuift ::ad
avoft excelleadis the fellowfMip of the Saints inthepris
mitine Clinech,which are faidito coatiniic and abide to+
F'uhunhhbné accord;inpraics & breaking.of bread)
o-that their fpirituall comfare of praying, and témpo=
'tall réfrething of corporall foadt; were prinite s ¥,
buralfofortheircomfort, a¢ apdworchild is 'wragped
dn his fwadlicg cloaths, fo-wasthe-hfancie of Chrifts
chuech.maintained by the company of their fayshfull
fellowfhip.Ob dhat wee could lomeand liue thus toge-
sher,indic boud: of vnisic, and Chriftian concord,. tha
© .as weare mombers of one body,fo we thould notbe fo
- firange anéto another, as ifthe eye had-neucr feen the
footejor the hexd neuer knowne the legges: fuchisthe _
“feornefulnesofourage, wherein men are athamed AF
Chriit in lis membcs, if theyt be a licke fallé into decay,
howhaddly will they c5%ort: them ; as thefe Ephrachits
do Naomi,zpoore widdow-now,though qnee anoble
-woman: They wil rather curfe théwith Shemef, shan
«blefle th&with Tziba, but let the faithfull ke feeling.
- membersoftheir hrcthrens affliGions Jogoke vpon:the
1Naomics ift qur daies, fome:are boore and fricadlefle,
-otherfick & hirborlefle fome forrawfull,fome hungiy

& manfrdellimtc; fet vegathet towsthefe memhers of * <

Chritt;pur comp will rhosie refrefh theny then our
. eontributan;our talke more thespaur almes, ur t’;-
'_: LT N 1 A 8
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R ling and fellow-ptayeis s more then the ditkribwazion of:

B

* ourmencey,let vs lay hold on that, and yerforget not:
this;for.as God hath giuen both to vs.fo he logkethwe!
fhould giue hothro ther  Thirdly,by this we obferne,

_how she.worldis woont to comfort afe. anather, for
thefe Bethleniits {2y vnto heryls wof ¢his Naormsrthat is,
they comfortherwith the confiderationof hernam
whychin Hebrew fignifieth beautifullor pleafant; asz

o

L lih.'tdﬁid.vntoAhct,'Aldmugh thou art old, yetthiou
are

arebeantifull for thou remaineft Naomi ftill;thy nime
. isa prophetvito thee,to forewarn thee of thy welfare,

" . andifthou benow bike'the . fubbleafter the.trop, r;i
plat,

" thoufhult fhorely be as the green heath or plefant

- vapafore thy felf,Iacob always preuailed withGed, be-

Jam, 2.1,

- we fhal receiie the gredter:dammnition;agifhe liad

Z#ufe Ms name was alwaiegIfrael : the doue fhall bee
chalt,becaufe itis-a douesthe cic fhal be bright,becaule
it is-an cic,& Naomi thalbe,blefled, Becaufe fhe is Na+
i Thus wosldly penfans with worldly things, & the
tt they defiee moft;is outward profperitie,Nejtheris

g& fimply valawfallfioc firch as is the fore i uch minft

thefalue, iatdowbere the woundis, the: medecine
stiuftbe miniftred:: ifin the world they bee opprefled,

* inthe fame.they may notonely with, butprayforre-
leafe, yetalwaies remérnber; that friéndés and pardies” -
anuft fo defire andrequeft it., asmay heeraoft for the
flofy of God. Therfore this isour dutic,that in praying
or eafthly berefites,we.dime at God his will but in de~

Airing [pirirual blefsings, we muft regard our falnatiés,
-And more alfo, we muft hot . fo rauifh- the mindes of
the worldly affli@ed, as if they had no other hope,
‘but this temporall welfare:but (o promife-the blefsin

©fGodyas they may hauc afpiritual Afignification, far

worldly miferic is abated but with cucrlafting:felicity.

* And N aomi [ard.In thefe woids Napmi antiwereth th
the comforts of her friends; & telleth thé fhe rather de-
ferueth to be called Mar, then Naomi, that is bittér
‘then beantifull : whereby: fhee teacheth ‘vs low yaise -

" are outward and worldly titles: for whicki ciufe Tames
~wifheth vsnot to be called many'maﬁegs;.vknowiﬁ

worldly .
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worldly hanor btingeth daach,butdefire or loue of eat
comforts,caufe damnation. W hea the agke of God
" Wastakon'by the Philittines, & the fons of Hel both .
Bain,thewife of Phinchas, the fon of Heli,died afior hit 15 amiquss -
$rauile, & samed her fon Ichabod:which is by imnter-
pretation, wheristhe glory2althopgh there 2 manchild
- wasborne,j et the woman forgat riot her forrow, be- ]
cauke the Arke of God wastaken by she heathen, forif
fhee werethe danghter to the chictein Ifracl 5 as:thee
Was,and wife to the third,yet what glory had fhe of her
Place;whert her husband was iuftly Oainc,and her peo< .
Plc ouercomae,therfore fhie called her fon(no glory)for )
neicher diguily of place;highnes of birchtruitfulnes of
children,or the dominion ouer ¢ wholee ountrey, ma
‘minifter any comfort to, them whome the Lord
biibled. fabel that bid facobs gine herchildré, orelsthe =1+ -
fhould dis,atthe birth of her focond ¢hild died,and yer ‘
had children, he fuppofed ifithe wepe made fruithul, 8 Gep, 0.7 -
had masy dxildrmusgecouldmnbufe;bm hueinteli-
citic;butbaning the firf,fhe called him lofeph,becauft
God would ad smore,yet atthe fecond, the called him
Benoniwhich is the foa of herfortow,hecaufe the di- -
edin tavaile, fothacfhe which accoumted beaing-of
* children herchicfeft io »by that which the loued,came Gen.3g.18,
greate®t iorrow, Thus Naomi, which was once ag S IpTE
“beautifull and pleafant in;profperity as any, yetnow in
aduerfity,whamore bitter then ﬂac,y:n,tzc very remé
branee of hernameinereatech her griefe. Were fhethe
daugliter of 4 Prince, yet'now!being 2 bepger,itisa .
- greater difcomfart vnto her, - then ifthehadbeenbarn . h
boore; for manis satare is like o pleafineplant, whigh - - - -
profpereth yhé idgrow,cth'hifbc: & higher,but decai~ ‘
eth sf it fallower, and lower:if Naomi had bin 3 Lady,
yet hauing lofthes husband,children, & wealth, the.con
Sitatio:other woonted welfs re,encréafech her difqui-
stnes.cuen og Phinchas his wife and Rahel, at:the bisth
of their chjl ren.Why thé do:mcﬂ:thus'lu‘gbl  efteem
of worldly yain-plory: Caanot one tieafurs of honour~
afford one, sriite of cSfore to 2 difttefled perf5? Do not
- Wébecaus thoyare Propes,wax prond,& becaufe they

RN are .
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are Jearned, proud, ambirious, ‘what thénis the fuic of
. Wworldly vtles? is ptidé the reward of proportion? lofti-
tineg of worfhip? fcotnfulnes of riches?- and ambition
:wn. o2 ofleatning? farely thefethingsinthe day of rotible,cd
minifter no medicioe to make cafe, if godlinésbe :not
witlithem. What'wab Achap the bewer for his gold;

whenhe was ft6ned to death? Abfolon for his” beauty,

wheh he washanged? Haman for his konout, when he’

wat' mourited vpoo-his 6wne galjowes . the-forcerces

of Egyptfor theirknowledge, when darkenes wasouet

the lundyor Herod for the peoples voyce,wh they cri-

«ed a:Godand'not min,” and the'w ormiesfellvpon him

and cofumed kim# Tyuftnot therfore in. Prindes,much

lefe in the titles of priaces; inthe frcagthof.an horfe,

nath lefle in the wéshilrof man :faynor, Hhatibe the

Ecc.1.17.18 berter becaue T amea gepdernan; 2 dodtor; ot a noble

. “manyfor when Saldmonhad confidercd althefs things,
.'..vy a3 Melaidallisvanitic -and wexation of fpirit.: - ' . .

- HiBar the Abwbiplisseliarh. This ts therealon wherefard

hedenieth her namié,of racher ehigedrit, hewing that

herfirt name had nothitig in:it. which did éxpreflc the

-7

relation betweene herielfe and it, buvherfécond name -

‘doth moft-figwificantly - dechafe: hier biner.affliGtion.

vy ) Where wefirft of -3l ublerde thercanfd which moé.

uedthe fathedsto gine fuch nameswotvheir. children,
which to fignific or purthemin mind' of their dutic of
fome other eugrz;, S8 God called the: firfiman Adam,

* which is.as muchas matvior .earhly, becaufe hee. was -

& - snade of the éarth; orkthe ved:carthrofo Adam called his
G“‘-' 27 wifc Chainath(whiclwe call Heaahoby sealon of the
€0-3- 30~ Hebrewletters Jbecanfe e fhald ibe themother of 2}
Tiving:the ik fiay’ bed faid of Nyl Seth, Abrahiany

JMaac;Hiael, Safnvel, . 16hin Buptilt; "and .mbny others,

whe being namedeitherby the Lordhimielfe or byo«

ther;were {0 called, to putthein imaind of' their du>

sties,or ' to notethiéthankfulnes of thi¥ parents, The

& Whichigalfo awfull for-godly pakéme g to imis
at¢,in'diving fch monestotheindiildeen; as may bee

motes to all §: world 6€. theit profefsion; Barfome cane

‘tiot brooke thit libetey; sccoymtigivacines anc} pres

RRL ifencs
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ciferosin thernthiae vieit, -as thoaghit were ' deadlie
finne s ot 13 départ from the cultome of eli¢ “fnulni-,
tade, Biedds- durfofity is well confuted by the” nama’
of Toha Bipuft inceftors muft mot dwayes bee f’éupwé \
ed, thofewhich are new cresvurcsin fefus Chiilt, " raay

. alfoMjusnewnames. But it this,the Wofld“bg'vy'tiié,;

their E.\-lpiblc!gnbrancc i forthey'liked the old¢ names,
which were v3t§ phinein their owhe tohgtie,” wherein
they were givenbucEnglith names, they cannat abide
belike for very feare; leaft dhieir riatnes fhowld bee wit-
meffes 6f condernnation againft * theit liceptioufaeffe.’
A’gl::iué, théy: 2écount it a glory proper to a few perlés.
to

eéahcdby the worldly furnames of fome o t'hcfi' -

great qumceftours | but they willnot beare thefe iames
of reioysingithank(dining,repentance,godlines, mercy,
conftincic,and fuch like,théy will as eafily admie ;‘h'{ftﬁ,;
v a deafe Addeés the voice of the” charmer, Butletthe
de, Forthd
ggephic Iéwestommon weakh, & the Primitiite chiireh
with d!eipu&ife of all agesifirice; * s alfo lawfull for, he

-~ to'gine holy and fignificant sames to dhitir children, for

Iwould hate all- (ititwere paible) to haue no othicr.
pames bt fuchi-as they vndetftaridiifthey bee' calléd b{
theaainies of thie ancient fatherskinoy or prophets, Which
we resd of it ehe feripeures, - it is alfo needfull dhat diey
vhderftand the lives and the difpofitiors of thof> perlss,,
that as they raue them for the euidence of their names,
fo théy mightlooke vpon thei,as the examples of thicir
faih And raentrers. L
- S¥condly bythiswe note, “what” God his ' chifdred
thigtke BF theirfuffering,’ which Naomi fcrreth ot By

* thiswotd Birserréfe, for bittenes -of all other “taftes’

Luci.§o, |
6o ;

eV - &
LT

v Te
MRS

doththeft dusll the fenfe, snd'corrupt the fromacke,” " fo

thatdlieyacéount their afliQions,, -as fharpero theit as'
wunic,and'mayas lawfnlly. ¢omplaine of thém 7rnts
teLord, This Tfperke for inftugion of thierti thitdre
ignofattt,and the‘comfart of the-afrcted.  Fhftfor in-
firufiion, Beeanle (Sme thirfke they: are not truely reli
glousyexcept they feeletheir' tniferies no more tﬁ{:;h ;

LS . T 24 onc

gddt;igftHis Wfe chriftian wiedéme and auncienttiber, .Y L0
or thavwhich Wasliwfull 1n dhis pointin die. AfE .~

v

3
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v - 30 waierand doghye ogzh;m{qzues,-,gha;m sheir, greas )
o i f;ftp ;gqcs,zhe'yc.m hardly receie comtorte, ben; ;
, 4 e alwayes troubled with this, . thar Lﬁ’.(g!t;y- were faith-,
~' g o fill they.hould delighs morg 1 their imbubasions, yer,
‘ 2 belsied maske y liufe,‘ Naomi calleth dt.in dhys place ;

fér__w_b,c':; Peter would exprelle. the. daunge: of Simon,

Magus, becaufe hc.oﬂ'c:cd.mony for the-oift ok the hos,

fy &l oft.he tellech thé heis ip the very gill of bittcrnes,:
' Y that metaphor oralle o1y, dechinng the loadblone, -

Pfa 3y.z0 ncs of fin'to s foule,3s Rternes to the body, . Dauid,

. faith,that his affiCion was his death;as if hee hayd, faide,,

. dosnasaman firucthto be deliverey 1a.the. pangs. of.

death, (G he ﬁ'onihi's’_trj&ulm'gn. . Lob shat-mirver of:

Patience, did fo delightin his fufferin £5,'...that ig one,

Place be feemethio accufe God himfelfe,to adde sq his.

Ioh,14,; ¢, fanfgicflions, thy is,to make his fins ,&;mﬂtcimﬂi@
T e, they were,&how doth he defjzeto Pleadwith Gedabour,
- 19 kg UHi€tion,and curfeg the day an houre.of his death?.

Al 223,

thruft foreh aboundance of teares, through the veho-.
méncy'gfthc paines,. and preferely hegddeth a feeree,
Compatifon berween g Woman in trauaileyand 3 chrifti-
anip Perfecution, (o that 26 the one hath moft vehement -
forrowes and pitifull lamentations (o alfo may. the os
ther: “infinire :cﬁimqnics,z;ughz bee brought for the -
Poofe ‘ofthis, to teach v that God his children aren
Rideof flafh,. as well as of, fpirite, -and the flegh is

© we c',;hough‘ the (pirit bee willing : ‘therefore wge -
may feare, ‘and crie ¥nder the burthen ofqur paines,
that Gpr 3 fli&ions are bitter voto us; -and that the -
,;nn} bf;b,cLord is. grieyous vppon vs. Againe;.for -

S mimpue it o the fharpnes of thei: pamey oy (et

Weakenes of their nawures ; wee fee this. Naomi Talleth -
§itt‘,c:meslvfr‘xtg her, . fuch a5 thee would no; wﬂﬁpég:g
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uke, exceptit werk for the phificke of hériotile, hnd
now almoft ten yeares fpace this griefe hath growen

_vpon her,fo that'it may feeme of al others fiic was moft

gficued, for mow fheevirereth her mindeasfrethly,
asifthe potion were yet ¥ndigefted in ehe fomacke.
B'c'ébm(grted thercfore my ' forrowfull Brethren and

. fifters, you fee yottare notalone in this miferie; * for., .

Dau'd,lob, Naomi, Angah, Nehemiah, and miny o-
ther dre as far_indebted tothe Lord in this poynt, ase-

-~ tter was any : ftrivie to fupprefle it by prayer, ‘& quenchi

tbv finging of Plalmes : neither letvs tudge butcha- .
ritably of thofe which inthis cale are troubled, -beit fot
theloffe of their children, the death of theit husbandes;
the decav of their wealth , ‘ot the lacke or warie of

. their health, If they (eeme impatient and weaker then

ourfelubs, let vsbeare part of theit ;burthens vpport out
chriftfan éomforts,thac they wich vs, ahdwe withthem,
like feehirg members of the firhe 1firmities , may fit -
ftain our crefles by otr mutuallfu piic:tiotu; and ob.
tainc our deliuciatice by the blodd of Cheift,* = -

- ‘Twent aut full. In'thele wards fhe amplificth Herfor-
mer complantby this comparifon of & full veffell and
an empty, fhewing that as the fulleft veffell is the foun:

~ deft andthe emptieft good for nothing, o it far:th with

hier, when fhelooketh vpon hier former fife, whenthee
went forth fhec had plende , butniow fHee retifineth in
want$ then the was E)ﬁnd,but row broken; thenioy«
full but now forrowfull:why fhould fhe be zalled plea-
fint or beautifull, or by her 0ld niame, fecing God hath
humibled her, whereasintimes pafthe vphelde her in
profperitic, butiow hec hath caft her dowdeintoad-
werfitie, Where wee firft of all obferue the hature 6f

" wotldly profperitie,which to day is like a fisll veffell,bus .

to motrow like ant emptie, ‘how itis greene, inancit

- i withered, now it groweth, atione it 15 cut down, now

Itke Nébuchadﬁeilai‘ﬁiﬁqgvppon hig thtoane, with

ki Caunfellors and Cortiers of eftare sbout him,

bitt anoné both Conrt “and’ Countrey driue” hint
5 the cornpanic of wilde, - beaftes, - foras a linle
bicach empieth the batrell, fo < finle trouble

G2 bn'.n"g:th

S
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bringath wesldly welfare toyallow ip.chg murc. Ther-
fcgcg}f resid pEnane,ches kg o uagry which bad
fuch,a) f'smrpu.!sﬂﬂe.zby.&ésh»i@s&@meor other,
towarkefug woe ;  if we cppldar thenraigne of Sclo-,
© . on,where gold was inpumeyable, 30d fuugr as plep:
inro. Uitllasitangs,yet irwaed nor Jus miferics, the peo~;
3.Kin.ro ] ned en
57 pls werg punyfhed by, pawsmentsta their pun s, the king.
‘ * wasthreatned with theotle of .ten parts of his Ring -
AR AN D o ¢ O hagiabaios § A pouttiaied DN <
 dowe, & Goditirred Hagud the Edomice zganfl i
& 1r.cap, Wheseendedtheir peace. Wiiers isihen she royalde of,
2374, Silomon2was itnot caft doware in one day , . isziches,
conlurned,his buildings burned,, bis childrep, capuua-,
fed,his wilsdome turned 149 idolztrie,  his profperitis.
decayed,and 31t hus hanqur owerrurned2 Ol hat world:,
lings would contider thier fickle ¢flate, . and be. admo-,
ilhed of their immisent danggr : the Lord E“f%;’,d"‘bé ]
Yeruy st fmq.fldsbalhnbe..- and finding them tao light, cafteth
€I1243.  them out.Ieremy faith, they.atcbut fart;&_ﬂxc‘;pcf;cjt-_
for the day oflaughternow.in the pafture, & prefendy’
- inthefire, they are butadusunced robecaft dowae a-
geine,as the yelcllis filled to be emptied in dug rime,
the c..res which are now filled of corn jn the feld,anon.
fhall lie withqut on'the dunghill, - Babilon the queene
~ ofthe world,which ruled as yet,was troden down, &
made feruauge ,  Tyrus. that crowned men with hers
wealth, Was tonfumed by wager s for the Lord of ho;{s ;
decreeth althis,to flajng the pride of ggor'y,ﬁ & ta bring.
to contempy'all that be mightie vpon the earth, Weep,
weepk O-dgughters of honor,the daies wil come when .
§.tédgr falnot beregarded, faryour wealth fhalknot -
alwaies endute, the crowne abidcth not fré gencration.,
'to generation, yourhoufes fhall bee ouerturned, your’
names forgotten ,* your children impouerithed, your.
-7 glojy defaced xour inheritance changed, your welfare,
powred” 6uthe earth like water, and your wor{hippe |
fhall bee penerrepavied., . Thishaue God his dearcft
childrep fele, 2 Jihe gretéftyces banebeon fcorched -
with the fire of God his wrath, for hee isnat deligh- -
ted inworldly.braucry, but hath buryed great treafure |
in the fea,which fhall fieuct bee found, to keepe nij'n;
’ FUCTREFEONNG, 108 iy
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dind o tor end of id} plrpe. ¢« for thi¥iekieirha .
nourghzy geonothing: bue With much' ®igdR¢, apd
in one houre loafe labourlifejaid weaht:ls e ort
.:Secondly, - tharwhich i dutesrls; | 18} £57d-bih
bambled e, inthc bichrawolsy TheLoril haibieftificl
. orwitwefSed agaim(f me for by his® hdbemmiéitd ﬁ'g.ﬂg‘ﬁm‘-‘
bleth ¥ sy s ipweve prauting wivsefies (132 Culcts,
ourimiquitigs., -as we fee ift omimomindgdiients,’ .
thing’s pafe by euiderrges ffrchey be aimcieht,& By witd
nes:f theybe late fo the'Losd Wherrhe hatlt 3 quarrel -
gainit wsih e firft probuethive'guiltic by wimies of ok
fins, and chien punithédy v fercomrhirtitt eam‘i’- Deutizr ¢
" fions.tFog this canfu Molksicommindedh tit booke pf 26.
the lawe o be layd vpinithefidedf the ark ofthé’ chte!
nmwﬁﬁﬁwimcﬂt%hm&é\pebplc'-f 'Sc‘v‘ﬁhp’j‘[éfd@ Pfal.go.7.
fprakeih by Douid, Heave Omy peopley ‘and T will
. fpeake; heare O ifrack ndlT will teftific vnté thee;ifor t
s thy God 2 1nd 2erthiis he reportety iECWAfitEE a4
gainlt chd; Geft chaedheir (3qifides were éorrupted, thif
theinrcligion wasall datwrd g they fpakeweltBit 8id Pro.22.1.
ill.  Andthus God witnefleth the finhesof2siriméi-
wrilesby'the ohinglag. obdivieptiace the'fins &pilh - Efth.7.0.
Like pectons) by cafting thgafouraf theit office, dvé Efaaz. Ib
finnksiof priutet perfon( fomhétimes by imprifiriciits
fogicmusby fooutginerur poyertie J&: fonetidesby
Scknbs; aluabing tonalRofaydaemic whrs Bgnoble
i4 condechnedl for tesaldn, 2w 2 theimb iter per(od
fa (tsalingiAnd dhis-trepbdbed hach the Lbrd 't Hifi:!
ed:againit ¥r;:. vos priveskady- Beene - daﬁgigt‘riegiiy}
vedmre;  ourbprinca by eddiam:: durttiaakefing by-fi<
minejcat-exgefle by péaitei ot prideByipsiiclydiit
peobles cantempr of preddhinaby el el rid THIF
the Bord hideth our fimfd hihwéenySepaha wei by -
repenrdor ull: Then wetiult desds fevdowirie with sur
ues,alidt. out aétions ate noded;oup pRopRME® Y
fboirereyifired saraumenpste againft dodhis i |
Srert dofpyitied;theduids of bud dyankunndsdlenes,is:
whnstnaeflemuendized, o lskmceonfueddes txamis’
nbdithe witrlofiés produdedpbestrieiimibdyind now, ez’
u&m,&&smmdmgemh’e&ae;imm,g&? ,
nd ) G'3 ¢ .
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" bewﬂhﬁm tio;pndqmned. foras Naomi faith, thé
“Larde empticth vs of his graces, & teflificth againtt vs:

who ‘thall plead for vs whea - the indge knoweth our

-

_ guiltines, {urely, furely,shest is no hope of pardonbut

to the penitent, & paticnceruuf be praicd forythat ous
luffening maybheealed, " ' T
) }c retarsed with Ruth the Machiteffewith ber. .
' This verle isshe conclufion ef this firf chaptery- whese
- isdgltribed theme of Nagmies remwne vogq Beth=
lehem from the countrey of Moab, which wasthe hew
gioning of barley haruedt, that. the report fhee heard
. 0 Maab, (how God had vifited his peoplénbd:giuen

\

", thembrgad) mightat her fifkarrivall bee found truct

wherein,is noted the blefsing 0f God voto hx, that the
-~ 1. camein thebeginning of hafueft, the pleafanteftand
profitableft time of allthe years,« Thisbady hatueft
was inthe latter part of the :frft proneth , .:and the be-:
ginoing,of the fecond. amhang the Tewes, : which with
v5.27g called Marchand jdprill » for.the wagmneffe of

ne..  tholecoungeycs are fuch; that their haref rigc much

-t

ooner then inours, .4z it -

.

. oondln s I
. ant Bythe which alfo, weasinee, - that.fhe bid a:profpev

1oz 1pys Tuceeflyinherionmey o s that euen in tholedapged

rous dates fhae came_fafely to Bethlchem « all thofd
\a_qub:s whichin zhc;bqgiqmaﬁ-“wc-fhm’e& you, might
haue hiodred her ionraky ' fhee well ouerpalled tfor
" podaubtiafosarea maer of apy lentebndbebnoofs
fered, theholy ghoft would dot:hauc poitredits:: Sa
that this teacheth vs with- Naosii; thas asfhce-was nos
~hindred.in het wranaile frons Mpab ta Godibispeople,
scen, o mudt mos wee he:ﬁ.ayxd&omwcﬁrvfdeion&

‘ }‘r\’upq;c,hﬁgi@.shqu,uekwman.yu swouldga
y tedious aiounmy to--the sompanic of the’ faithifull;
aprfore lez nomad shink, thatage exeufetithoufrony

15 tre worlhip of Gody. ot fingere. . profefalpa of se

"~ ligipn. Shebsd lialecoppeniesecacen oned
' Kygon_ Ruth.her, dayghieris law. wiytedvpjion her,
erafore it muft not . hindes, or difcbuzage: v thatfo
fewe, follaw: Religiony, for «Clitifts Rocke:is -2: litde

Socke, ks the firfl fruits of the bane B fihd;  wich s

is

-
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but 2 handfull to many cartlaadesy- Naomi aduentured

her body aqd'ﬁ)thkehcr 00ds$, 30 come tathe houfe
of the Lord : Ohhow colde are our dayes, when men

. neede neither of both, yea they will hardlie go any far- -
thet for knowledg= < then the vileft Atheit jn the worlde:

&to conclud&many dangéis ung ouer her head, yer
by the prodiichce of God the! cfcapcd all, euen (G my
breshrepadmit fio dcl:yes,mdcnt no excaftsyeccive oo
hinderances,imagine no fufpitions, and abftaine frozp

all ftajes which ‘may let you from comming 5 “the ~

mountaine ofthe Lord, th; companie of the f,utbﬂﬂl
for blcHed are- ¥ peo le,whofe (god is Tchowdh, * and
dtis better to abide but one dayin the courss oEthc 4
Lord; thaiva thoifand years in the pallaceso of
ﬂ:c wicked, Now lct vy giue pmfc
BERAR <77 to thc Lord

AL [N N

e ﬁ.,j

o _RA

-



N,

'8 TheRewatdof Religipn.

SIS B S L% SRS IR
R ERRTETY ST

LTl B Y. R N m:!!u'iiwul;;»::;i
- The fift Lecturey. - -

BT sl 0 Celd e nd v
... Ruth,Chapter 2verle12.3:4-8.67 1 o ;8
1 Now Naomies byshand had u kunfiman, 4 R great;
edlthyf sbe fomily'of Edmelech; . Rbols waste ws!
DR e s
2 dud'when Ruth the Moabirilh [sid Surahet mes hey i,
daw ,Lgr me g0 Lpraytheeintothe freld, g0 gathes cares:
Sffer bims 1w whofe eyes 1 fousll fiude fu gomps, anid . fee:
' ",‘4:(30'”]44'4{"”’:- ,. -‘.‘ ST sund g
3" And be rent and come 1ol en s the, fldgfen the
reapers :and fbe mict wirh the poffeff ion of afield, per~
2ayning to Boaz,,who mai of the famslic of Elimeiech,
# And beboldwhen Bodz came ivom Betllehers he (asd
- tothe reapérs, The hardhe purh 39%:A%4 they (a1d, T e
Lord bleffeihee.” ~ ~ 7 "7 T
§ And Boaz[14d 1o bis fermant which was appeswted ouer
the reapers W hofoys phismande? oo ..
6 4ndthef ,,“Si?’:g}c}yq; dppointe ak?r')?; pers,

o anfwerdd and [asd,Thus 4; the Moabitifh maydy ®which

catme with Ndowii [t thé Countrie of Moab? "\

7 Which mmﬂw},&t% gt ber, Ipray yimumong

rb;{l;e%ﬁg4ﬁertﬁ,&i’gy«k,&iﬂb}b&@»ﬁﬂdﬂﬂq-
edhereSyom moivingouull wight, opelyfhe tarsed &
v el gk, i it

ceel

-

N e f8imer chiperweheand by our
generall diuifion, * that the occafion
Cgjof this biftory was therein contain~ -
ed.  but now in thefe threc Chapters
following, is declared the mcanes
whereby - this marriage was accom-
P fthe firft is defcribed in this feconde
Chaprerawhichis the acquaingance of Boaz and Rweh
) ‘:Ft’cmnﬂances thereqf, Jas fhall appcare in the
-fpeciallreatife of euery farticular thing, The occafion
of this acqnaintance is'the gleaning of Resh in the field

» of
\ /
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e xlI e dirf rragmsbwmm :;-,4,,5, §7x VETy
;‘ crcm o;z is defcribed,ver.s. to bceNacxmoq;kmfr
. m:n gy usbdnd, - Sgcondlyte beeamanof great
! V'Flthiégﬂ?’ the,t v;;fe ;;(q‘lm{h;sd;hgcncc »fix:gh
4 carpaw ffield, 20, vidie WO, p&[:qwx -3¢ s PN
i s ik, s Onv aﬁ%hs&m{ﬁo}béﬁdd gofislh the
; {alyragjon okihe reapgrs, ugody 3wl they, doo’nfh ke 10 ‘
~+ Bunacodle askeshijus rapnpwha Ruth Wes,YEF. S .
.‘? Wb“&(ﬁu“j‘w she (eruansauniwercth,. ﬁlft telii :
bus M, e smwmms Rk e Moabiscflcy . the com

| by

oncly by momi 8‘}’1163091 ml sy
The 'néd’mz\f ;a tdheshRuthis £om d;
Vﬂfz,an thlgageot hen moshert

pcanﬁi il 1S) ,.\-, qﬂpﬁg;gqld'ﬁndfm :30
e S Bate ;raﬁa 1Secandly, thephagcy
the gy lsrs r cd.w c.hwastbqﬁdd prpolict
fion;of hushands kjnfs thﬁf_q,P”;“?
- \ “lc)lr c %) .asthe {p;m ,,_ﬁpaﬂzal e Vit
’ fx P.?S diold-arnnod e
?‘ » p},,y 192‘? ;;?;snx ¢ ;-;q
! ,r Loy gz’vmm omqshw bl bifre
i. " 0?}“ ek, iT. aZpas ‘?f““‘?%f 7 72.Ch1,2. 10’
g 9~w s{o ctg, Nam avthe Ps‘ﬂ%ﬂé £ ToGrepes.
: %;‘,’j w e c-m sss e a«ﬁ% Math.g, 4
. m as ins 9y .
f aﬂiagﬁa %?d”“, crm h smm, cndeq Bt 31 ‘
{e;;;m tﬁsw ,,:‘g” 4035
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5 5.Chi sx. 9 Ind#v ikfanar -
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ddaleTiere with méanicand bafe perfomges; bing
of dkindred liowlgeucr fofhe are fooner ggoﬂ:e'_wd;cf;
then other but out of thiy we learne: mihy profitable

B SRR SR ol (R 2 1 & BN 4

leflons, " = © 4 ;
. Firftthatfecing Boaz and Elimelech aré fiidé to bee'
* kinftiien,as thofe'which ‘ate’ defcended from'thie fame
predecétfors or ancdfivy)” wee are admoniftied of the
tailey and vanity - of worldhie- dignity; that héwfoe
terpatents prouide for the maintenance of pofterity,
yetthe Lord muft difofe: the decay of ‘thieir children’
flere we fee poore Nzoniri Hath a weakhy' "andan ho-
nourahl¢ kinfinan, yeéfhess & deflitute and 3 defolate
widdow. -Her husband ind (he: were #d-#néne per’
fon's,” butvndoubtedly-both' defeended of noblefami=
lies: the yeares were but fewfince the death of lofualy; -
vnder whorh the inkétitatice oF cuery iribé, “yas_ ginen
By lot, and all the Fewes & Taclites weikhy profelors,
Yt e this godly Naomi isfame o hat-of the 'glea-
o ningésof her dauglitér, whith' nejchet ket ‘hit'cﬁ,k'cs‘,n&
her hifbande did eder dhinké. vppon. > Beholde theres
fore'asina glaffe , thé pérfedt image of teiporall fe-
dicity; - the Fatherz King,- the children béggars, the
father honourable, tl:_e’fon_ne_ nog wmﬂngﬂxﬁ'. Ithe pre-
) decefors the chicfeftin' stithority; bur™ tie fuceefsors
) the meaneft in calling: -this’ made the Fathers thinke
‘czr .. that the world s TRethe'fea, here ariviglity whiie and -
s .. thergagreare dé%gm;” f{;:‘:ﬂéﬂ;oﬁihﬂtt’o Beelike
w o M, wherea man cah neucefndfird, but dig ane will
... <. bebreakife,or hicbe Ridfiiig, fome fike 1o fees; Where:
‘of ',ﬂ%"t'all'ci are foeficft ouerturned, bkt AR Zfreein -
this 'du&t-'vvdﬂk!}y‘fd?dig‘is“‘uﬁ&rame vanitie ¥ Rap
:‘ﬁ‘ picfenr wealthl &' Nké 3 pleafant s fer’,
‘which muft needes cotrie ¥ an ende ¢ thoiigh gl the
World fhould firiue ¥6 the contrary : it wh ,n'gi}:igtfr;—f
i oy tedtokifigDauid, for' ifpeciill biefling 4F0 ‘O’ D,
¥%-34m.7.13 ynes hith, -andsenc other; “that’ hee - fhoiilde” ndt
\ bee withont a fontie'to i on his Teaté!, *#f hi¥ polter
ity firoald obferuchis ¢ommauriderrentes!™ Yt we
- fecit' Tofgph and ‘Maty 't‘Bém’oth'd‘iif%%ﬁ'{ - bel
4 mgTSo‘dao&soﬂ‘gnn'g.howtheycodi 3t obraine
- RS R ) in
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fo lod eina ftable ,
wi »butzo zhe
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C ICIUC ﬂna £

Gbambanh Héin; bat were :faine Luc, s
fo that this is pot oncly ts ghe 62 7

deercﬁ S.tmts-'bfcod -Adar-eon.

aradife, bug but wasicify out, tharlijs

eauenly, “dnd:fos: c:mMy seuenfa .

chﬁcmu of the righteons atg broug bt»fintd'- pouei"- Do '

;Lnf&vorfhip,ﬁonour and digniite’; fetre nogy yoar -
.homexfdshigb; Gyth David angd i riches incréafe, feere Plal6s. s,
Jlo#lyom"hgrvapon* them; for* the Lord refi: %

{tth the proude,. nm:‘gz ueth graceto the humble md
' fat: 3

beone vneﬂy‘vﬁddﬁe ‘bﬁtbﬁ:‘hﬂj‘m 'wbochafcnd

., were honé’urdblt’

i g!m
fherpetuduname"«ﬂ‘yow Ié?u-e "fot your Bimd el
' m‘ vweh&&ryoutp%ug. “and ‘miake ghaln
cm»wbbmehdﬂou <o downe, the forrat

pifed, the miferable's for 3

nathan; 5y ’Hisbon‘anr, makcofbamd i his'ky Y
.. K]n &

Militie, ‘When'Danig- commctt hk,‘
ce will aduamnc: ijs d!‘g to' ks omxe'[’db!
cuea st if you makemuch diciyt “hat- ar¢ pudfc
nowewhun ' Mallbee Birbfe g

ritie, : the Lordc

hafl prouﬂéfm-?odr?&é g | -
I )

dmbanebeenc fauoured b} {you. .Thc"WIr X
d i He

tbc waﬂé‘l'tm;é!h' roiinde |

€ tHae Ve vag

lowettjy: Kighen, ¢ dndtha Wch'%s bigheft is nizda

e agiiney.: fo
aﬁdayizanwmre

bee y4 o dilured; thi Lord :.J’a.mﬂ-

duft, b0 Bet “ich | princes, ‘thered

B fticides of dye Viltishiteos Mam
mon, ,dl_«};wheu;yoa Maft hirie dc, thdy smay
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- gonl shway hﬁ»nﬂhcmbq ﬂowaftomWnenm gcnc-

Luc,18:35.

> Y
R 2] u.:

’”Oﬂq Lot t gnst e ats s
- chondly,by ;lm we gadicmhat» godly dnay fafer
1y comy grca: poflstiond,&ofthe ?lnfst&gs .of God be
gxsceding rich nen : bye fomawill &y gindeede they
may hee ealthic, . but with the hazard of theirfoudes,
for,Cﬁpﬁ Gyth, How hardly fhalk they whick haux rir
ches, enserinto the kipgdome -of Godhaitif calier fof
# cable to go thropgh thecye of:-am nredle:then fora
nch manto enteringo the kingdome! of heauen, Then
the dauncer. ofitbe fogreat, the poote(t ¢ondition
xs t]lc fafeft wclfa,rc Lgraunt Clwﬁfpe«kcth
camall wealth: t aic theit. goodsi theirGod;
as a.ﬁenhc th,lq{e thas put their albin theis richesy
Of this fort the WQMWasnchtfullqM apan the don>
trary,of the othershepe 'was hcuer fawen.yol ‘{hal haue

them jnall places’ whnh‘faegkngamﬁdepfp:l be-

caufcms an, qa;my{tp their liningsiand offices .
;uonops,and onot siliks Pemestius for: nmu:am:

;s vﬂfu.dl- mlwr ahammm latgcly

51 gn. Butthisks aﬂspfthammam
wc and yctI,atg"gcrﬁyad,e& ishds thesgare: mﬁﬂ?
c thie Abrahams,., which will gige ofithe tanthes of
t‘*“ igoﬁcfaxons‘ the heanealyiMslatulatloch 1efes
H tmny qu,&t will hathonsithsagdls of Gody
a5d Farther wilh sjolngntaticis awils danghters, then
%@ thC,hoht;ous : -‘M«ﬁmﬂy, Ik tathisRose fa riches
ﬁérf-h on,of whom s daly pray sheLors: incesafe
¢ number.. oo oust ane

O Thirdly,. Wc?e:qus& ﬁoﬁm quﬂlmtﬁxampltdf

ibcrcw;u’d of rfhgxpaﬁfqth i pf0 m«hw: b;ml 4

thay hg was the & achab.y Awhichsesised
fpyesof Tofuah , who altesward, whslansigid 10 8:1-.
manthe lono Nabaﬂm, by. wl;omhtatﬂegb& &"41)1
amf calth eBoz;Jmfu; £ wWE eemi

poftle, 'th atgodba;? .bath:ilte mtfmftlnl ‘

f TCﬂnd' of the life to w3 for i ber fdﬁdhd wasblefs

{cd mdx anhonoqnblﬁmmas&lﬂ hesgalertty w’;“
. . ago -
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agodly gad 3 wehbyfonne Thismybcloed itanotar o1, 5 .

ble eacouragementro rcligion, | for-Chrift (ayechthat
whofocuer fhall for him forfake father and er,wifg
 or.children, fhalltecejue many times-fo much in thig

world,huterecmall f2laation in :he fife to come.” This Luc,18°30

aunfwereth and.ftoppeth the mouthes of the enemicy
which callthe profeflors, Bankeruptes, impouerithed
and decayed perfons,yea as bafe as beggersin this wot
which by therr religionvadoc themfelurs, , and thew
ioﬂ,crity- Buron the contrary wee affisme thag religion
ringethnodifcommoditie, enen' in worldly things the
teafc%n 15,becapfe itgeacheth vé to wle ut riches 1“1Ebtq
Lfa man h2d mountgines of mancy,and knew.not how§
to imployit,what profite could he recéiuc therebyzeuen
fo ﬁ.‘i;elxc,wi;hmn Chrift and his, gofpell, I meane the

true knowledge thereof;there is na, Jawfull vie of thefg

worhily benefites,and except cuery one learne tb apply
them by the word of God:ié;g feflctlhis wealth; --.ay
# thicfe doth thepurfe of 2 true mam,and n the prefence,
af God isno better ;then aviolept robber, which taketh
away the soney  from..the lawfull, poffeffors which
B2ue prooued and learned the way o zﬁ'q it, and as they,
- haueicwithout his knowledge, encn fo they fhallvic,
it wishout by bleffing. Therfore be not difcouraged:my.
deare brethren,come farward: in zeligion.itis the dewll
that telleth you, you muft make bread of ftones, ~ thag
is,you muftrelie vppon theyorld, and follow the cu-.
frome, t!‘xcrcof' i there isf_rgnt_uj plentv_, and florein. the
garners of Gad bis;word, then: inall the .wmﬁddﬂ,fﬁ
the world. He which could feede fiue thou(ande, peapley
with fiue barley loaucs and two fifhes, hath he nat eny

etV

ough for the minrennce ofthy family2Hee which 4 1ob.g.5;

the hoatt of Ifrzell :imoft forty yeargs, with - Angelles
foode:are not the heanens his for cuermare?, when aly
" mott all the world wasin a ramiﬁé;?iia- heenotpros
uide forhis feruant Eliah, fisft commannding the, ras
uens to bring him breade and meatg, morning 3nd e~
uening to the brooke Chetith, and .thi:%cing; ned vp,
fuftained him witha widdow and her fon, by

‘ahand? ».King.x

; full of meal &a litdle oyle for along (éafonDrdngtous 3.4,

gracis
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1.2 gravious father multiplie ‘the oyl 64 poore propher

- widdow into many veffels, ‘which befoté Could not st
one? And what fiolf T2y more? ¥ Hae feuer feéne
therighteons forfaker “or their childrer loft deftitute;

. AndRwth. Afe-rthe holy ghoft had fet dowh the de

iptio of Boaz, 4% the neceffarie nccafionto vaders
ftand thiit which followeth, in the next placé hee exs
zleﬂ‘cth this of Rith. Wherein he fheweth vs the careé
néfle of Ruh, For het mother and her felfe b ing in

dfirange place, ‘-wounkdnot in hanger hatbot athome; -

but #ither aduenture her perill in an honeftlabour, by
going abroad to gleine irthe fieldes therefore to het
ticther fhic commethand “asketh Jeaute, which bccing;
g;iﬁfc’a, forth flice-goeth, the prowidetice ofthe Lord’

jteing her iourney, flic Zottimeth o the harueft ficld
vofBoazherkinftudd. ™~ 7 e o

" Whege firft of 4l wee' gathet, what mander of life ‘

lead affer they cameto Bethichem, iamely,a very
poore,bafk,and 2 defpifed cftate, niothilfe fo good 3

. feto, as thag which they lead and liucd among the

Moabites, infornuchas one may nowe fry vato meey
you told vsemenrriow, the olden réwirdes and pieci-
ous commoditie of true Religion - which it bringeth
26 al them that faitlififlly receiue it,but you fec thefe twa

¢ wonien,' as aftne cxampics a’gaiﬁﬁ your felfe;

S Tge wealdhily i Mab - bute pdotely in Tulah,
wihihe wikeddheyEorid s entlé ! mna‘%t}sluswﬁ:
fic godly they e dite wocfgll payertie. “ Whitco 3
intc';gt’;inz:'mcm ng ghﬁ'y find ;t%cililtﬁcrﬁ,qu;n i el
Chuttch of God, for whofe fake on¢ fotfooke her cound
ic'other her fweahh, and béth oF therti their el

st Baer Do thycihe profefsion ‘of Religtod fefthodp

- friendes,denieth our couptry,difquietech our peace,ifiy
dreth our trouble, cotifudicth our ;\vcfamx; and de<
tayeth our fabffance.Is this the profic of yout profefsi-

oh,which promiife fe; '3
éth multitude of miferies i How thllwee beincoura<

. gédraReligion, wherorthe firft entije we fhall pay {0

=i

e

« * fubftance? TathisTanfwere, that if the beginaing bee:

-~ B

 gfeat anjn~come, and depart from3 fide'worth all our

not

th moutitaimés ¢t {ceuitte; adpay- - '
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porfo ioyful as yoa or they wiflied et in the etrd anfios
xeithﬁ%l ot you fhal firft finde alitde
want.butin the end uzzu thatl pofleie a great gainey &
man that hath a thoufand poundes laid befide him,; ‘and
Liyeth it out yppona bargine, whercof hee fhall receiue
fio profitein many yeares,: butthe date expired ind tic
day ef receite come, hevecciucth hisown, and mar§y
thoufand: pounds for his gaine, you will graunt-at {Be
firithe cmpdeth his coffers- and bage, andleaneth him
felfc bare-and monyleffe; yet you would accoant him
a foole,it he wonld not vpon fure bands - of fo gredt ad-
uantage aduenturc his owsie, and giue foorth his ma-
nic : Eueno it is in religion, itisa pearle for whichwe
muft-fel both living & land«, and-yetitis woorth both
and inany a thou'and times more: ifthou feclenot the

rofite at the filt tarry 2 while, thou haft the promifc &
d of die Lord ofhoafts, he isable and willing to

perforine and pay atthe timeappoioted, and 'if tho

canft abideia livtle want of ¢drthly commodities, “fhort-
ly thou thalefed them rolling vppan thee in exceHlent as
boundance and éxcecding quintitics,  And this teach~
cth vswith what minde wednuft embtace religion, ‘not
for any prefent commoditie, or'temporall gaifie; “but
with denisll of our lives and riches; that they miay feruc
vs'as ordinarie expenfes in out iournity to encf;zﬁm 4
faluation,the kingdome of héawen; For they'ife riu
deceiued;thatreceiue the trutlito iticreale -their ‘wealth;
making Chnftianity a gainefull erade, for akthough it
bath the promifes, yet it hath notatway the pofleflion
of thingesin this life, but as" che right heyres are many’
'times':Eut befide their inheritaices, which are poffeffed’
by valawfull owners, fo the'godly arethe right heyres

thewhole world, . although ‘the wicked hiue dric

uen thern oire of pofleflion;. forthe which ehe-Apoftic
faidthat godlines hath-the ‘promifes of'this lift, and
alfo of the lifeto come. Agsine; thofe promifcs” that

the meeke fhall poficffc the cirth, * and-their feede *

fhall imherite the land, and ‘cfpeciallie, - that" dhe'ves:

ate alfo the - appointed” inharitours- - of this world.

rie farme which are rthe. ete@ted  heyres' of grace,

L i -

By
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Bucthismy Belaucd invfuc@abiith o wisidpe o'chat
o the fed which. isic sl otombe; grounddquarechior-a

Jong fealon-tohc lotkiysrid- the enducypdweahs: for e
mﬁmbfm@iﬁd.w;dthogm:pmmc i Ahepoiels
Lorssia Hehough 2t the. irfbalis frtice: of peligwm i perd
‘ﬁdqmﬂl}ﬁ ibug hatpe n ¥ Oﬂdiyqlfdxm, a1 yutdd wes
waite liig the hufbandian il hasuctbyont Tordoiens
s fhall hee pleatifull gpnere of heaudniy corhr. .. £of
thiprefang somfort of blrhugs,and thé perpquusi bened
fite. of gurfpules. A'man Arefleth bis vindyardaadl the |
yeare long;and doth rothing bt empty bus plrle-and

 weasyhis body inrhe pllsge and g:unmgma;aigfug
thereofiyes thercis but oric visisage or ame.ok .gather-
!"ﬁf‘#yss, euenfo we mnftiwiliggly epdre dvith:our
wealthgud rauail iu‘dﬂiiﬁﬁqc{fd;thc prepasing.of but
foules e bsarefiuit 40 thaLiord, and thé etd will:beg
ol profitableythough folicginning feemapofhidharged

Sble. Ehelike may b e afghe Morchantywbich cuea
© teththe fwrslftl\cr%%w&%an,mdwhdﬁb theftally
aadobugery osdiysisde whithatthe Beftbeginouic
churggs, bt apthe lafloasguiveche ot hand acilfe the
defire& cud with the encrene. of fibfianst:y dehich axe
E’H‘Mi?&ﬁ@d%waﬂdﬁ ges, to put.ysilt roindeof
l'?wi!‘ | and fpiriuall Sgsifications, for as $n pohei-of
hefe wears difcoursged hpshe colligcentrantes < for
inoreaccusledsthalwebasik wes Sostake the Wllaf the
‘mcivpﬂkfen . the sy Eputtaitic ~of. Auctalting
. beath,sg gake;in ths pudilles.of tranfiseryddhes.; for. .
carg chr.,ane will gius. xskad mish cafi and fort feare
he, aehsgwill withdraw, dmewedltiwhishislike ithe
Girgafiss bu,, which hadomaskes pollelic thaig Beardes o
 fuingd - faen iniov.sheprglatise,and pecachingofidefad

:  ChiR, Cidma nat srcligian for hopeef. wakldlic 1

| boysdance, fornrigirAbraimi oraho Hitacksds, or

\ Rachilnor £nth, o5Zacheysyior. Corndills, » o il

Gen.1ax. aff e futhfn ]hgd,ﬂii;,myiomu Buy. the Lotd dbe
| Exo,12.38, qyrbyrthsafirsngthinghesh -guuen teh bltfhnged
A Tof6.29, thatif hegemposall Sulewhich ‘arc! conditindall'}
\'ch.t 2.8, ygg)r,hc.eusrlg&ipg;beneﬁtﬂs thall nensar dosdincs foi al

AR,r0,1.  thoughrhelsanss fallyer, e bodics ofthertees abide

. vl ) continu-

a e
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continually. Therfore let vs ftay our mindes vpon his
doulc fring, which is grounded vpponthe credite of
him that guicth the promife, before whom heauen and
carth fhall decay,and the fuanc fhall loofe his light, ra-
ther then he fraftrate the hope of the godly. '

Secondly, here wee note a mott excclﬁ:nt etample
of obedicnce to parents,and auoyding of idlenes,Ruth
was lately come to Bethlchem, where it is likely fhee
might long haue tarried, before het mother would
hauc entreated her to fo bafz 2 labouras gathering of

* barley, but fecing her felfe employed innothing, firft

- fhee commeth to her mother, and after asketh leaue,
ds one defirous of fome honeft,though neuer o fimple
a calling. Zffhee had departed, notacquainting het

* withit,bcing tolabour for their living, fhee might well
be excufed : butthis feemeth much, that fhee muft
come vnto her, notto tellher fhee would goto fuch a
bufines , but to giue her leaue to gleane in the fieldes,
promifing fhee would not go beyond her boundes,but
onely gather jnthatplace, where the ownerthereof
fhould grant their licenfe: voto which when the mother
had graunted, foorth thee gocthto the fielde of Boaz,
Where wee fee what effe@ godlines workethin the
hearts of children, for Ruth ofered her feruice, which
her motherintreated not,fhe. abhorted no labour, were
itncuer fo bafe , fhee was not athamed of her pouertic)
cucn ina ftrange countrey : and all this muft beeim=
puted to her re?igion. For as lofeph for the feare of
God,bore withthe wrath of bis fathcr, whenhetold Gen3 710
him his vifion ofthe fun and the moone,and the éleuen
flarsbowing voto him : fo did Ruth withthe'poore e~

ftate ofher motherin faw , which had nothing to liue
by s thusthe Apoftle teacheth children to obey theyr
parents in all thinges,that is, not onely to be willing to
performe their commandements . but alfo to bee al-
way contented with their eftate , for this wretchednes
of curfed children, is worthic to bec condenrined,wher-  ~".
in thofe which haue wealthie parents, will pleafe them, ‘
tillthey hane gorten theirsiches,which are like the pro-

digall fonric in the Gofpell :_Othelﬁcmufc their P-"m’it’

3 . 2 ate

Eph.c.i

e g
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are poore,will thinke theyare Hjuind vato.them in o~

"~ thing,becaufe they Laue litde or no wealth to leaue be.

hind them :both thefe kindes of children ate here ¢oni-
demned by the example of Ruth, who did not ogicly
forfake het wealth to goe with her mothgr, butal( la-
bor with hér hands to maintaine her liuiag, yea, té her
ep.maher, whichis more commendable then if it
Were done tq Ber naturall parents.” The vie of this dag-
tune i§, to exhoreand ftirre vp parents, to beemore
caretull o teachtheir children the feare of the Lord,
then to Jeaue them mouritaines of riches behind them),
which i they will pratifc, would their countenances
be fo forrowfull as often they aret wonld not their na-
turall gliues,I meane their childrémpenoint their faces
with the oyle of cheerefulnes ¢ if mothers éither would
of could doe as Naomi did for Ruth, teach their chil~
dren the feare of the Lord, their hearts thould notbee
fo Lieiuie, for their vngracious life. Biit fince parents
hadno care to inftru@ their children, childienhad no”
feare to difobey their parents, Will they i thefe daics ,
acquaine their fathers & mothers with their iournics &
labots?cr returne not they headlon g to their own veter
vndoing? they chufe them mafters and feruices withoue
fa:hcrsconfent,dxcy marry and are married againft pa-
tents good wills doe they not take pleafure for Eroﬁt,&:
‘paftime for godlines? thinking thélelues to be born for
wantonacfle, referring the care of their old age to the'r
grav headed parents,and ncuer confidering ul beggery
carch their bodies,and damnation their fouls. Surely,as

‘théi‘r_fri;_x;is)fowcr becaufe it'is mot grafted, fotheyr

fnaniicrs are wicked, becaufe they wantreligion ¢ this
lieth then in the ouer-louing parents, who make fach |
dandling of their babes,  while they areyong, that

" they care not for their fathers,when they bee old. They
* éonfidernot,that Lyons ar¢ tamed whenthey are yog,

thattrees are bowed when thez aretwigges ¢ And thae,
Salomon fayth, Inftruét a child when heeis yong, the
way ofhislife, and when heisold, hee fhallnot depare
fromit. Their owneignorance is fo palpable,that their
children leame nothing but follie : Excv themfelues fo

 paine,that the otker are wantonsthey fo obftinage, thay
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. -, theirfeede isrebellionss-andfinally, s wildevine bringe
- eth foorthnothing but wild grapes, and ignorant pa-
- rents mufthaue vagtaciouschildren. Thercfore feting .
. by nature you would hawe oBedient and wife children, #so,; 5,
teach them the feare of the Lotd, for thatisthebegin- pf, 4,1, 10
ning of wifedome, and ifyou would ha.u‘cdyonr Hames:
in your pofterity long to endure, " the praifc ofit conti-
nueth for cuer.ThirdTy, here weé may note an cxample
of chriftianhonefty, one of the-fruites of reli 'pu‘.‘%’tj
e tellcth her mother, the would go gather whete free’ ‘
tould gatleaueyasit theholy Gholt had Gide, cheglea- o . |
ninges arefor the poore, yet poore men muftnot take Bt 15-9
them, without the confent drd faitour of the ewnkcrs., -/SUCF37
The Lotd euery where cxhdrteth rogiune tothe popre, LCor, -7
but he aever bid the poore take where they found, va-
knowing o the| offellor :butthey muftas Ruth heerd.
docth, noteake their ﬁgﬁt, thevery giftofthe Lorde,
without tic fmgorof man: This condemnecth the tatha ’
ries of masiy;whi¢h thirike if they bec poore, thatmen
are bound to glia¢ tothem, " and ‘fmall matters ,th? :
may take fre {y,ﬂithout the tonfenrof bim that poffef-’
fathiteyet we ecndtonely refigion, "~ but alfo phine - .-
réafot to gaine=fay it:forthe leaft thing 2 nian hichis’
s own, a5 well s the greateft, & offe law condemseth
" thetaking of 4 haidfull, and 1 birfliel of corne, though'’
the offencebec not great.  Butfome fay; it was per
mitted by the Lord, thata man might take the éares of°
corne and rub them in his hand and eate them;  as the
difciples did, without the confenit and trefpaffe of the’
pofleffor : He might dfo take a bunch of grapes &eate *
them,and likewils the fuit of the orchard , by the fime
law,and therefore we may take withour the confent of ! -
him that poffeflerh it. ‘Tauntwere, _ifthe queftion bég, '
wiade ofan apple, 'or ancareofcom, or 2 binch of ;
grapes,as then it wis permitted,f I thinke,therd is none -
that will now flaidinitr buit then youthuft emember Deu,23. 14
© bythefamelawe, that n6 man mighic'puta fickleinto’ - 25,
- the corneto reape dowi ahandfull,neyther yetfill gnie
‘little meafure with: geapes 6r apples withoitt the conf@’
ofthc owner, Butnow men will take greatmeafores ™ ¢
e : o8B oand
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‘and quangtics,and yet chinke nqt themfelyes fatifficds,
ang[gg;pg winked atfor. Qg;q,‘;‘:i will nog -proceed uilf -

/tﬁcy D¢ foibidden. and then wa'l they vacharitably and.
“wngedliercport of fuch mep as.wal not fultes sheir goods

T ,Eciroyl:c}b’@:gy I B TR T T

S ,Laﬁ‘y;wbcn'i:cr mgtficr had grannted,  foorth fhe -

- goethyand ¢ ‘mubeth to the %gffcﬂions of Boas, her_

kiofingn ; 'where wemay.bebold the hand of the Lerde -

tq'u?iz‘jhg}.q} ailigcn‘lq;, and leading her to,thqappoim .

tédplace where among all other fhe might- bee, as fhee |

. Wasmoft gently intreated s for fhee a, filly Rraunget, -

-~ kdowing none befide hier . smother, ot acquainted .
- with people.of cguatrey, . was. ignorant whetherto goe
R '5‘1}'&9 which ﬂim&f?-ﬂ.._tﬁﬁm s of all, ordesed her
fooftapstohis poffcilion,where firft fhec fhoyld finde.
faiotirand fecding, tha by chismicancsthewaye for.
hermarria g’é;ﬁigﬁa vbe prepared, Whese we fee an cx-

c¢llent example of the promndence of God, looking vp ..
penthepooreit aswell as the'richeft, and. working all.

thinges in the worldfrqm the higheft to the Joweft. Hee,

v;'ilf icl dx;cf:cd: i}xidz&qx:ld&ng °,f;. tcllxc fpﬁ;‘rowps vpp_ox;' ;

the gronpd, doth he not alfo confider the goinges of.

Maclo "4‘ tbc?qbr:.'[:is no difhonour to him, (a;fq%w »;%onldee
* haucit,that they mighs more frecl{.‘gﬁ;;_ themelugs’
toiniguitic)to note enety vile and lo (:fnq thing in:

the wazld,or to looke vpon the bafc2s well as'the bett s,

furely if any thing be vocomely, it is to the finfull, buc;

to hjro which is alwayes righteousare all thinges pure.,

What parents  doc not loue thebafeft partes of their,

childrens bodies,which were borne of themf; lues?  yet,

greater js the lone of God vago vs,  then.the loue of a,

muggher to het own fonng, neyther doth he, nor can he .

but loue, the meanc@ ‘worke of his'creation] as well as;

cé:fgﬁ and the filly fiye as. well asthe ftately king, Oh,

* hoydoth this comnfert ys morz thea all, the worlde be-,
- o7 fdeswhen we know the king of glory beholdeth our;
nakednes and pouerty, and gincth his Angels charge o-;
uerysithat not the pooreft Lazarus may be loft, bue.

aae bodieseyther cafed withreliefe,or. parted from life, .

our foules may algeud to-the bofome of Abraham, E-,

gmary GOOQlE uen
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euenhe which 'direGeth the feruant of Abraham to the

city of Nachor,and brought Rebecca out té diaw wa~
ter,and moued her anfivere to his prayer, hee- curefic

_toadffic his expeftation; did allo lead .Ruth- to the

ficldes of Boaz, and guideth all the faishfull tothe end
of their defices;knowing the counfelsof the heart, dif-

with good thinges, andfendeth therich away eroptie,

cCductingvs al for his mercies fuke to walk in hispahs.
of iightcoufnes. - :

. . Butbehold,Afterthele thinges (cidovmci)ytheh&

and thisverfcisthe  beginming of the fecond parte of
that which refpecteth him,in the whizh is declared hisy
comming trom Bethlchem,his {slutation to the reapers”
and their anfiverc to him againe. :

" By the which wee gather the duty of all maifters of

<)

- families, and greate fscrfo,ns in the warld, which is,

- negligenceof the one caufeth the vnfaithfulnes and
ek

ot onely to be carefull theit bufines be perform=d bv
other, ‘but alfo thatthemfelues-asthe eye wimeffe o1

" pofingthewordes of themouth, feeding thehougrie

.ly Ghoft concerning Ruth,he retusned ro Boazagaine,

their feruants fidclite, fhould looke ouer theirlabours,

This we may fee in Boaz; hee commeth fromthe Ci-
tie to the haruaft field  hee had commiteed the care of

the Reaiers toa truftic feruant: yet not  contented

therewith in his own petfon he commeth to the worke
And furely,this diligence of Lords and maifters, caufeth
faithfull labourers: and feruants ;- as the idlenes and

es of the other, for whiles the Maifters fol-
low their worldly pleafures, the feruantes omit their
carcfull bufinefle. Therefore wemay read inthe baile
diﬂé of the fitft & (econd temple, therewere duerfeers
of the worke,befide the ordinary labourers : and' often
times would king Salomon, and Nchemiah come in
theirown perfonsto viewthe workes. The like
we reade of Elifchahs hoft, ' which was abroadé in

- field with his reapers,when hislide fonne fell ficke, int

fomuch as this {eemed apoint ofneceflitie, thar cize>
1y onc, whome the Lord hathmade a miaifter of poffes

fions, akboughhcdabon;’;noti yet mug heecerifie
[T B f, a7

2Kin,s.16
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himfelfe of his labourers diligence, with his swneeye:
fight, which condemneth many inferiour- maifters, of
negligentflothfulnes, and idle negligence,. .innot re-
garding their worldly talentes giuen them of God, bue
referrinig the difpofition to their ftewardes and feruants
refufe in their own perfons to deale with Godhis bemre-
fits,asgoo bafe thinges for their occupations, whichis,:
the caufe that fo many maifters fall to be fervants, and
fo many feruants afcend tobee maifters : their wealth is
quitkly confumed, & thefe which woulde not bee theie
ownferuants to keepe themfelues in labour and wealth
come to be other mens Jauesin drudgery or.beggery,
ther in themfelues or their pofterity, as the inft wdg-
i{cnt of Ged: for hethatwould netvfe his talent, had
ittaker from him, Therefore fecing this auncientnobi= *
lity were imployed in their own bufines,let not the new
& fodaine vpRart wealthy man among vs, difdaine at
poore laboring perfans,or thinke it any difgraceto do-
astheir fathers did, faithfully to labour in the meancft
Yocation. Secondlv, dfter Boaz came to the ficld, ke fa-
, luteth the reapers,and faith,The Lord be with you,& they
- anfwered,The Lord blefe thee: where wee fee the firfk
thing he doth,he prayeth for the labourers, in this his
godf;' falutation, for he wifheth the prefence of Cod to
¢ with them, which is his fauour, for his prefence g
. nifieth his fauourand blefling, as abfence betokene
_ hisiudgements and curfings. T his we may feein the de-
t.Kin.#, 13 dication ofthe Temple by Salomon, the glory of the
" Lordfofilledit,that the priefts were hot able to facrifice
“init,&§ Angclfaluteth Mary § mother ot Chrift with
the flfe {ame words,7he Lord bew1¢h thee:wherein hee
figrified the wonderfull favour of @od vato her which
fhr1d be the mother of the Meffish. And on the contras
1y,the abfence of the Lord is the heauy wrath of his ma-
sefty,as appeareth bz‘ that complaint of Dapid, Wil the
Lord abfent himfelfe for euer, or hath hee forgotten to
A " be mercifull:and Paul faicth that the wicked are fepara-
77 ted with cucrlafling defira€tion from the gloty and
prefenceof _God.Bly the which we learn how reugrently
we muft vfe our falutatiqos, leaft when we with the fa<
wourof the Lord tobe wd%.ut with others, his mercie

4
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* through our vnaduifed praier bec abfent 15 otr felues:
for how lamentable is it,to heare in many places, with
one breath praiers to be pewred out for other, and bit-
ter blafphemies againft the maieftie of God, ‘with wo-
full curfes to the death of their foules? May wee gather’ Iam 3.13,
any comfort by thefe falutations, whenmen in deri- ‘
fion pafsing by other, fhallvfe thefalutasion of Boaz,
other wilhing they know not what, do as well by their
iﬁéoram reeting pray for their owne deftruétion;  as
their neighbours profperitie ? fuch precious balmes let
~ them not come vpon the heads of the righteous,for this
is ascertairic asthe worlde fhall hauean end, thatall
their fupplications, either at morning, noone, or cue<
* ning,are but meere cuftomarie {peec cs,procccding of
the vfage & manner of men, not of the fpirit or religion
of the éithful.Yot letit not grieue vs to vle this liguage
of Canaan,the phrafe of the fcripture, in our ciu:lland
godly commnnication: & though all the world cry ont,
puritanifme, -puritanifine, yet bletfed is hee thatis not
offended at Chrift, Let the Samaritanes worthip in their
mountaincs, butwee wil worthip at Terufalemin fpi-
rit and irf truth:'& let vs vfe in defpight ofthe world,the
weightic words of God his fpirit, that they may be out
owne mother [peech,we the children of the Church, &
the heires of faluation. ‘But in this itisnoted, to be= the
tic of allmen,to falute them whom they meete, to
ray for the, fuecefle of labourers & wotkmen. For wet
we muft remember, thatexcept.the Lord doe build the
houfe, the builders build butin vaine, “and except the -
Lord doe giue the victorie, what though-miillions of
borfes be prepared for § battelxfurely it 1s in vain torife
early,and go late to bed,& cate the bread of carefulnes, \
%0 labour hard,and to compafle the world by a dmifan& Phl 1.7
deuifes,exceptheir own praiers, and the praiers of the
faithful,appeare in the prefence of the eternal forthem,
And this noteth thé camal conftitutions of many meny
_ Bearts amongvs, which rathly enterprife. theit workes
without calling on the Lord,and voprefitably-end them:
to their own defiru@ion. Ohhow itgricueth God'his
Saints, dailyto beare kisname abufed by fwearing,
cer E . H 4 . cuch
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cuen among them that husband the carth. They £ry¢
out on their feruants morning and euening., abroade,
abroad,to worke,to the ficld :_but who fayth,come let

vs firft fall downe together, and humble our felues in-

. " thefrefence of Godyand call for a blefsing vponour la~

.

- béurs,or fay thus much, The Lordbe withvs: no, no,

that will hinder théir daies worke, they hire therfer-
uants to labour,and not to pray. Thcrfz;rq the Prophet
fayth,Youfow much, butyou bring butlittlein , you
cate,but you are not filled, you drinke, and are notfa-
tisfied,you cloath your felues,but you are not warmed,
and hee that receineth wages , puttcthit into a broken

bag: therefore thus faith the Lorde, Hcarkenvatomy

wayes: This is the plague vpon vs that mind our wealdh,
and not the welfare o%Go his Church, therefore wee
labour like flaues, but others recciue the benefit by vss
wee ithagine the earth bringeth forth of it lelf, children .
are borne by nature,the clondes muft needes raine,and
our fruites muft needesincreafe : thus wee make many.

Gods, while wee afcribe the gowa of God.to his cred- -

tures, But be notfo rude as brute beaftes, thedogge
will craue his meat ar the hands of his maftersmore ac~
curfed arc they which pray not-for“a blefsing atthe
bands of God the father, - ) ;

. Thirdly, by this falutation of Boaz, weeobferueth,
dutic of clder perfons.or fuperiours,which s, firft to {a
lute or fpeake to theirinferiors, as mafters toferuants

Magiftrates to fubie€ts, and paftoursto theirpeople:,

yetagaintt this, in outward behauiour wee haue many
and dayly offences, foryoufhall haue Gentlemen and
Yeomen,which will hardly fpeake to a poere man,be-.
ing asked a queftion by him, much lefle whé they, meet

¢ him willthey ‘giue any courteous or friendly grecting. -
" But here wc);'cixnoaz,)t'houg}\,honourablc,yct humblcc’,

faluteth his poore and hired reapers, who condemneth
z;l:konﬁnd that are contraric minded, for proude and

Iy perfons.  Old Eli would fpeake to yong Sam uel, .

alittleboy, though hee were the highe Pricft, yet hee
ﬁ3¢mc§;:yi:nfo ge%tlca childe, whatthenfhallbecome

" obuhi fately perfon, which becing Gluted,will pot -



.

from them,fo fparing are they to fpeaketo a poore ora

fimple man, whereas with their betters, their tongs are -

too bigge for their mouthes, whom they weary with
their vnprofitable bablings, This kind of cml! fpirit will

‘not be caft out till the heart bee humbled,pride abated, ‘

forrow for finne incteafed,and the whole man perfe
regenérated,for by thy words thou fhale be iuftified, &

br thy words thou fhalt bee condemned, for an hum-
ble heart will fhew it with meckengs, buta proude hart.

willlooke ftrangely. ‘ . _
Fourthly,as Boaz prayed for the réam fo the rea-

persscturned to him, ard fayd, The bleffe thee:
here wee fee a mutuall falutation much commen-

ed, for as hee faluted, {o was heefaluted, like to the |
ueene of Shebah, which giueth princely gifts to king

Salomon, and Salomon gaue royall rewardes to her a-
gaine : o that inferiours are bound, by the fame lawe

with as kind affe@ion to pray fot other, asthey them.

felues were firft entreateds for this too much fhamefat-
nes in many is worthic blame, becaufe it doth not one-
ly couer the countenance,  but alfo couer thetongue,
‘leauing them fpeechleffe, when they are to anfwefe
their fuperiours : but as thefe labouring redipers vfe Bo-
az, fo alfo muft wee any of our berters : whick is with

reuerence to fpeake our mindes, and godlinesto praye -

for their welfare : & therfore wee muft put on the fpi=

rit of meckenes, and eneric one efteeme better of ano - 2,Kin. 4.25

ther then of our felus.But feme wil 2y thereisnofu

Recefsitie of falutation,as you would make it, for Elife- Luc,70.4

hah fending his feruant, "commanded him to falute

no man by the way,and if any fatuted him, heefhould *

notanfwere them : likewif® cur fauiour Chyift fending
his difciples to preach,willed them not fo falute any by
th:k waystherfore it is no fuchfigne of piide ag you wold
makeit. - o0
To the which T aunfwere, firft that Elifehab fenthis

_manin wonderfull haft, which reilljlac&cd the life of the

Shunamites fon, therefore Lice willesh him to admitno
det or hindrance in his ioutney,but with all fpcft_d to g;
e - .~ forward,

- TheReward ofReligion. ..ro5

luteagaine , asif cuery word were gold thatcommeth -
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forward, infomuch as hee fhould not doe the common
courtefic of firangers, either in falutation or anfweres
Eué fo meaneth our fauiour,that his difciples being ha-
fiily fenp,asit were, tp gather the harucft of the Lord,
mliﬁlnxt admit no délay,citherin neceffary or vaneceffary
bufines,’And this teacheth vs that the labour of prea.
ching exgelleth all carthly duties,yea,thatal other maft

.ferye to it as handmaides and feruaunts, to furtherthe

courfe,and not hinder the pracecdiags. Therefore this

" muft remaine inuiolable, as grounded on the law.of

God and men, that courteouss and godly falutations are
very cornmendable, ‘ ' :
Then Boaz, Nowin thefe three vetfes following in-

- fueth the commuypication had with his feruant, who

Ruth was : vato which his feruant telleth or anfwereth
inthe 6.and7verfes. Firft, thatic is Ruth which came
with Naomi fromthe country of Moab: fecondly, that
fhe asked him leaue to gather among the fheaues:
thirdly,that fhee came but that morning, and had con-
tinued 6l thatinftant. Where we fee the carefulnefle ¢
of Boazin doing good, would know the perfons whe-

ther they were worthie ornot : and the faithfulnefleof -
- theferuant, which (o plainely declareth the truth to his
_ mafter.And thisis the pure meaning of the wordes ¢ o=

ther do@rine can none be drawen fromhence,and
therefore ler vs oiue praife to Godfor
" thatwhich gath beens
fpoken,

The end of the ﬁf: LeGuyre.

I
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Thc ﬁﬁt“Léé‘h'lrc.'

Ghap.2,verle,8.9 10,11,12,13.14, /

8 Then/asd Boaz, to Ruth,Hegret thou sy daughter, go
#b mowe other field te gather westher go from bemce, bus

. abide here by my musdens. oo
- @ Let thime eyesbe on the fieldshat they do reape, and goo
after the maidens:Hame Inot chargedthe [eruants that
shey touch theemor? Moreoner, when thou art thirftse,
LoeSnto theSeffels and Rrimk of that whichthe ferudty
‘bawedrawey. ! ‘ ’
$0 Thes (befellon berface, andbowed hesfelfe to the
Lrownd, and [4id Snt: bim, How baue I founde fauowy
”m thy eyes thar thow foowldft know me fince L am & fra-
’ : : "

II:' And Boaz, anfwered and [uid Guto ber, Allis told and
Joewed me that thow haff dowe Gmeo thy morbes iw lawe,

- fince the death of tlszéad,mdbd thom bastlefre
thyfatber andmother,andthe and where thou waff

1

‘m,adar,tn.c%tgar.,k,m& ’b",é- peweff ”): L

“emtimes paft. 5 "
12 The Lord recompence thy Worke and 4 full reward be
ginen thee of the Lord God of Ifracl Snder whife Wimgs
" thowart cometo trus?, _ y
13 Then fbe (aid, Let me find fsssonr 13 thy fight, my Lord
Sorthow'hai? mnfmg:e ,and (poken 'tfo:!tbe bears of
thy Handmard yes Ifhalmot be lske 2o one of thy maids.
. 3¢ And Boaz, [41dSnto ber, A2 mrcale time come thow be
ther and eate of the bread,and dippe thy anr(ell iis the
< Simegar:and fbe [ase befide 1l veapers £,
V% a}} N thefe wordesthe holy Ghoft declareth

(Q A (2 jthe cdmunication which Boaz had with
A b £35S Ruth,for (o foane as hee vnderftéod who
,’1'2‘3 (Hetsthee wa-, - hee turned his fpeech fromthe
RFIEAR man to the woman, This conferénce, ac-
. cording “to the number of the perfons
. bathtwopartes The firitis of Boax. and the (econd,
of Ruth. The firft parte which refpe@eth Boaz,
“’ . R R
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_is the fingular curtefic he offereth to Ruthever,8,9, 14 3
Wherin firft he biddeth her to gleanc freely among his )
maidens,not onely in thatficlde, butalfo wherefocuer
the reapers beftew themftlues : fecondly,he comman -

t;]_

deth his feruants that they do her no iniury, burigiue .
her drinke when fhe isthirfy, and himfelfe "called ben, .
to meate,and gaue hgg {oliberally, that fhe being fuffi-

ced, leftnot her mother. o

. Theother part which concerneth Ruth, is}er man-.
ner of behauiour to this curteous entertainment of Bo=
az,wherein firft fhee bowethher felfe to the grounde,
verfe 10.fecondly, fhe confeffcth the greames of his
kifidnes in the fame verfe, becaufe the was a ftrqunger,
and her vaworthines of auy bencfite.verle 13. becaufe.
fhee fhould bee as one of his maidens. For this fpeech
.of Ruth. Boaz the weth the caufe of all his curtefic, ver.
11, becaufe thechad dealtfo well with lier mother in
Law, and had forfaken countrey and kindred to come
to the people of God, thercfore fhe deferued to beho-
nourably intreated: fecondly he prayeth for her,ver,12
thatthe {ord would not frultrate his promife, deccine
her hope,but recompence herlabour, and  fhielde her
with his wings.Of thefe partés letvs fpeakein order, as
the fpirit fhall giue vrterance,and the ime permit.
: Tbuﬁifl B.4z. Sofoone as he vnderftood who
that wonian was, whereof. hee had demaunded his fer-
uant, hee turncth hisfpeech vnto her, thatfofoone as
might be he might comfort her affliéted pouerty, and
tefhifie any goog will to 2 godly ftraunger where h’rﬁ of
allitis commendable,thathe vouchfafeth to call fo bafe
a perfon by the name of daughter, for trucly thislouing
. word bewrayeth the tender affetion ofagodly heart ,
forgetring his lofty dogree, and calling an @biet ftran. o
Fer. by the name of d&uéhtcr,ﬁhich proucth that hee ‘
onged to giue vnto herfome comfort of kindnes, This
bumble and moft tender title of daughter and fonne
are very vfuall in the feripture,for when the Lord would
_comfort the Church of the fewes againft the blafphe-
mics of Senacherib and Rabfaketh,he callethic a virgin
Efay.17.23 the daughter of Sion,as if he had faido, cucn a3 @ fathes
7 . L 0 o . s
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is carefull for the wealth of his daughter, fo dde T watch
forthe welfare of my. Chittely, in like manner  Chrift our
fauiour comforted the woman that wept athis deach,by
name of the daughters of { erufalem. P}
" Outofthe which wee gather this profitable doétrine,
thatitis one property andg‘dnety ofan humble minde,
tofpeake kindly whete it witheth friendly , “efpeciallie,
when we talkéto our brethren,and the profefors of the
fame religion,cur hearts avuft bee as the fwect rofes and

Luc.23 .28

ourwords as foft as buteey, to fupple andrefrefh their -

troubled dayes.  For w¢e muft not doo-as many haue

both in their writin ges and familiar (péeches,comforted -

them with the vileft reproéhes,tanting fpeeches,and va-
charitableft titles they could inuent, that “the poyfon:
of afpes may feeme tolodge in their mouthes, being by
their wordes right deuils,they fpeakefo curfedly: but
hasdle them,ifs shey befaulty with gentlewordes, for
med inan'thority muft punifh them with the fivorde of
magiftrates,not the wordes of flaunderers, equalles by
admebnition,not by-reuiling : inferiors by petition, not
by exclamations,  Ifwe will haue humble heartes,wee
mufl fhew them by 'Ecmln:wordes, forout of the abun--
dance of the hrearte thé mouth fpeaketh: the faichfalt
aro’ campared to flicepe which are mieeke snd filent;
butthe/reprobate $0 dogs which are alwayes barking &
brawling.If we brand other with the : ‘marke of con-

_tempe,we burne aurfelues with the iron’ of anvngod- . .
ly:tongue : many canbee content to diftribuce their

w liberally, but thicit {cornfull words dffg'raccdlcir
deunction, becaufe they talte more of wormewoode,

. shenoftherofe: . and thisThaue noted in many greae

'perfons, that their wordes are as kind to their *dogs as

- o the poore, Ohhow vnlike are they to the Lorde

himfelfe,which callethvs fons to this ole Boaz,which’
GallethRuth his danghter,to the Avol%le Paul,which éal-

fed the meaneft in the church of God a brother. “ Why

doycuforget yourfelucsto bethe children of Adam?
orrather will you notbethgir fellowe heyres-of grace,

§ thus raign ouer your brethrenin difdaincful fpeeches,’
asthough heaucn were nothigh inough for you both’

to
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to abidein, - ek oL e
Gomot hemee. Now we arg come to anothier currcfie

- . of Boaz,which confiftetli in his commaundement:hee
giucth to Ruth, firtt that fhee fhould not gocinto ame
other field ta gather:fecondly,that the fhould ioyne Her-

felfe to his maidens:thirdly,thatfhe fhould follow the .

reapers whether focuer they goe: that by this it feemeth :

the man was delighted to handle her gently. Wasitnoe-
fufficicnt that he fuffered her withour deniall orréproof,
or ifhe gaue her leaue by namie aboue, many other -(as

no doubt butthere were many in the field) buthee -
muftadmit herinto the company ofhis own maidens:
. or hauing giuen her that libertic,he muft alfo bid her to
follow his reapers,whetherfocugrthey go?  furely chis

was ftrange kindnesto a ftrange woman, to bee intrea-.
ted morcﬁike a daughtertheria Moabitefle. nay he ad-
deth the fecond part of his commandement,telling hee
that he had charged his feruants quictly to endure. her
prefence,and giue her for her neceffiey. Where we fisft
of allnote the heauenly exaple of godly liberality, how
farit differeth from worldly pinch -penies, They ginein
gentencfle, the other inpride : - they in chearcfulnefle,
the other inmurmuring, they in liberality,the otherin.

* couetoufnes:and lookehow many degrees themoone
isaboue the carth,fo many the |_:¥u° the ‘éodly far-
pafle the carnall: the reafon of this is,. becaufe the one
are perfwaded to whatend they giue, butthe other do.
Bagdz6. 9, thinkit to be caftinto the fea.” We read of the Iffaelits
whenthe tabernacle of the Lord was to bee builded ,

they offered fo much,that Mofes proclimed they. fhald.

gffcrno more: this heate ofliberlity is well cooledin

this frozen age,for wee hane muchife, but litste water 3:

as the ifewill afforde no watertill itbe thawed {o nres:

- will giuenothing to the Church,poors, or tabernacle

of theLord,till &cy be dead: now there is fuch ftrining.

togo formott in godly contributions, that euery : ‘onel

fireeeh ftill,many: plucke from the church,perfonages, &
“profics,tithes, & fan&tified offringes, bur féw adde one

ite into the Lordstreafury. Letthe poore be famifh

cd,the gofpel vafurnifhed,th Churches vabuilded, “11“-

SR : people .

!

(o
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people vntaught, learning contemned, idle and igno-
* tdnt perfons aduanced,and many poorefoules condé-
ned for want of the bread of life  yet they fay ftil,come
fetvs fearch fdr more treafure, letvs take to our felues
the houfes of God his poﬂe(‘sionzzea.tbz@a;c notthe
verie altars of the Lotd, but thinke it a charge thatthe
facraments, fhould be fo often adminiftred at the coft
of the parifh.Oh moft mifcrable and vngodly behaniog .
of wicked worldling$,wha,like the Lions den,fuffer all
to come in,but none to come out ¢likethe adamant,
which draweth all things, but caftethabroad nothing..
Wherc is the wonted contribution,which in the primi-
ii:e ({‘l\urdx wc;l: ret:i‘dck The gpom; :lc‘)mmcndcd \:hc
acedonians,that they gaue beyond their power,wilz , Ggr. 1
lingly,not of. zonﬁrainz.gWhicclY anfwereth the carnall :‘g:: g:;‘;
obieCtion of many which fay,they muft giue of theiras . -7
bundaner, {o if they haue notabundance, they arcexs
empted ffom giuing.But the holy ghoft would exempt
non, for cuenie one of his abilitie isbound to giue to
Churc?hand xxi:,nonc mI:ﬁ ;ppca;& b&forc the Lord
& e which had not alambe,muft offer a doue, &
ﬂln:?v:{ich‘hzd Rno more, gaue.two mites into the Lords Deut.16.
treafiirie.  Tlie feruant for his wages, the libourer for Leuitas..
bishire, the craftsman fot his taking, thé yeoman for Luk:28.2¢
his profits,the gentleman for his oﬁ?cc, the noble man
for his reucncwes, muf} eueric one giue fomewhatto ,
goorc and religig: but fome take from the Church one
undred poundsa yeare, and giue fcant an hundred
fhillings,fome haue more, and fome haue lefle,& they
Ppray vponvs as the Ea§les on thealtars, _catrying wietz
their commodities coales of fire,which fhall bnm both.
their houles and progenie,  becaufe they tookeit from,
d’cLofd‘A. o .. . A
Secondly, inthis kindnefle of Boaz vato Ruth, . .. .-
thisis woorthicto bee fioted, thathee commaundeth L
his feruants to offer her no wrotlg : forto touch, is
toiniurigin many places of Scripture, as whenthe A
z:wd fpeaketh by the iProphet Dauid,” Touch not Pfa,108.15
ine aanoynted, neyther 'doc my Prophets any Zached-&
barme,  Thatis, ncither doe you husgmy PwPh“;L :

&
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* erannoynted.  And againe by the Prophe Zacharie,

Hee thattoucheth 'you,toucheth the apple of hiscye,
thatis,which hatesth  you ,hatmeth the tendereft placs
of all his owme body :"euen fo doth Boaz takeit in this
place. For wellknew that good man that her fimplici-
tic would bee quickly abufed by the rigour ofhis fer~
nants, and wé know ithath beene, andalfo is 2 com-
mon plague to moft of the godly, euill & difcourteous
feruants,as appearcth in the liftory of Abrakiam and
Lot, and very often the mafters which are’ well affec:

* ted in religion, are abufed by ‘their feruants), i their

- friendes, Itthey bee worhipfull, then the feruants will

T

T

chutlifhly” entertaine thofe godly perfons whichiefort
to their mafters houles : if they bee higher, ‘they will

G%'“"”«' fcorne them ¢ if bafer, they will enuic them ¢ this mifz
3.99m 24. chiefehad godly Tofeph noted,when heé comwanded
39+ HKis feruants to vic his brethren fo kindly @ and Dauid

AT

by aferuant was whetted on-to_bee reuenged vppon
$aul. Therefore right worfhipfull,and yet our brethren
ih Chrift,as you are carcfull in your gwne perfosisto do

~good to the godly,citen o followethi this Boax,in com’

- thaunding our felucs to deale friendly .alfo. Tknowé

wedea

Mar.xo-:;

you fhall néter choole all your feruants of yout owng
difpofition, yetif you often warne them, youmay
chance to winne them, for the beginning of religion 15
the louc of them that profe(feit, = eucn as hungerina
ficke perfon is a token of recoueric.  Then fhallyou

" ¢heerefully receiue Chrift into your houfes in his poore

mcmbers, and ioyfully affiire your confciences , you
Kaué vnfaignedly Youcd him , for he which hath giuen
his Aagels charge ouer vs, -willeth alfo that wee fhould

iueour feruants charge 6uet our brethren ; thevn-

~ kindnefle which many‘poore foules haue receiued at

the hands of your churlifh and ftubborde feruants,
Kath difcomgrteel them motéthen all.your liberalitic

* hKath éomforted them, What accefle could the little

childrén Haiie to Chrift when die difciples forbad them: -

" cuenfo, how thall we repaire to your dwellings, whes

your dwae feruants, fo much asin them lyeth,difwarne.
vs of your houfes, keepe vsfrom your prefeace, enuic”




LS

© . TheReward6fReligion. 13

out meetinges and deride-our pofleffions:

. Whesefore fbe fell, This verfe concerneth Ruth; mﬂ

- her anfwereto thofe words of Boaz, firfther gefture is
defcribedthat fhe fell vpon the earth, & bowed her felfe.

to the ground, thatis, withallthew of humilide, -fes
condﬁc,%:cc commendcththis his kind curvefie,becaufe
the wasaftranger:  fo that by outward behauiour,fhee
gratifiethhis ientlcneifc‘, and exalteth his liberality to-

ward her,by the confideration of her own perfon,which -
-was aftranger, & therefore vaworthy of fo-great kind- -

. ‘nes, - : '

Out of the which wee chiefly obferue, firft, that it
4 2 duety of the poorer fort, not dnely to acknowledge
their thankfulnes by woordes,but alfa to teftifie it
.outward fubmiffion: for Abraham himfelfe vfed ite-
-uen tothe idolatrous Hithits,when they gaue him leaue
to bury his dead,twife together, Thisnoteth a gréater
-thankfulnes then allthe wordes of the worlde =+ in fo-
much as itis accoynted a fpeciall duty belongiug to fu-
;‘Ecriours, “as weemay fee inBathfhebsh. to her hus-
and, whenfhé came to tell hiin how Adoniah raig-
-ned, and likewife in king Salomontoward hér, when
‘fhe came to aske Abifag. Now, if thefe ftatcly perfons
bowed themfelues butin curtefie, much more ought
wee of duety.. Thenis here condemned, the vnci-

. - uillbchauniour of many ftoute perfons, which ate fo

-farre from bowing, that they will hardly thank their
“brethren for their liberaliries, accounting it their: duety

-:as they fav, to giue, asifal{o it were not their duetie to

“be thankfull. The known éxample ofthe ten Leapers,
- doeth much commend this kind of thankefull behaui-

ourand alfo condemne the' ingrateful affe@tion., ~ O-
“ther there bée that are in fuch loue, with this cappe and
- knge, thatit doth them more good to fee the poore

aue gigen for Chrtites fake, infomuch’ as they give

- thatthendfelucs and aotthe'Lotd might bee honol.
e

red ,

'vgcoplc bend vato-them ; then they reioyce that they . V

Gen13.7
3

r.Xin 116
1,Kin.2, 19" -

=" "TFhisticke of reuerence ‘in'the oné, and loute of

-honour-i ‘the ‘éther; " are both yolawfull ,; becaile
: I they
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they both proccede fromomeroot, which isthe pride
ofour ewne -heartes, - and the conceite of our owne
perfons. . Butfome will fay, we doe but asthat godlie

-Mordccai did, which refufed to honour the wicked

‘Hamae, fo wee abftainetrom doing’ reucrence to the
-proud and vaine glorious,” becaufe wee will iot: feede
heir difpofition. Vnto whome I aunfwerethat thete

.-were ‘many caufes ‘for which Mofdecai . refuled to-

Ex0,17.41« bend vnto Hamon, which they canneueralleadge for
Deu.§.17-themfelues:the firft, becaufc hée was a wicked Anale-

“ kite, of a nation whome the Lord commaunded the

. #Sam. 5.0 Tewes vitisly to-deftroy, nejrtherto fpare man, woman

or childe,as a}’pcareth 1 thehiftorie of Saule, who be-
-caufe he tranfgrefled this commaundement of God in

. fauing Agag their king ‘and certaine oxen to Gcrifice,

#t coft him his kingdo:ﬁe and difpleafure of God .- Be-
caufe ofthislaw ofthe Lord, Mordecai-woulde doo
no honaur to this childe of deftruction,ahd wasblame~

.lcffe,. o .

,  Dingsé
1718

Secondly, itis thought that the honour which Ha=
man obtained,- was proper opely to God,becaufe-hee

- was-aduanced aboue all other; and fuchKind of reue-
rence we muft alway beware of, for Shedrach,Mefhach
and Abednego, had tather dye thenfall downe be-
fore the image of the King of Babylon:. -euner fo wee

. muftnot giuc more to man then 1s his owne, but vns
-to Cafar the thinges whichare Czfars and vnto God
the thinges whichare Gods. Andifany for thefe caules
defend their ftately behauiour, let them confider that

_theLord bids vs notty defiroy, but ratherto foue our .

.epemies.  And though they require fuch worfhippe asis
_due oncly to God,yct we maft notrefufe to giue -them
-that which belongeth to man. Other can be content Yo
bonour them whome they know to be -godly, - butthe
-wicked they thinke vnworthy of all reuerence, becaufe
. our Sauiour would' deo noreto:Herod or Pilate,Paule
 to the high Pricft, ‘whan heg . called him_. paihted

wall ) :
. Ta whome I aunfwere,that Chiritt (though hee cal-

; "led Herode afoxe,and would done micagle befose hi;:,
e - ) . . c

Yo

¥
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becaufe he defired but to wander, nd dot tp glorifié -
‘Godbyit) Yet gaue to Herodthat duetie which per-
tained vato him. Likewife verto Pildte,when hee rolde
him,  hispower came of the Lord ¢ 16 Paul'did reites
rence,notonely the highprieft,but alfo Felix,Feft us; &
Agrippa,who were heathen mien, though magi¥rares; -
and therefore were honourable by the lawe of God,
So then this muft remaine for a grounded trieh | that
our betters muft bec honoured as men, not wotfhip.
pedas God': wee muft with Abraham bend as well ta
the idolatrous Hebron , as with Bathfhebak to godly
- Dauid,if they recciue more then they are worthie, itis
notour default,buttheit danger, let vs gide to the pro-
phancft petfon his right, and vngodlicft taytife ; thae
which is his owne. ' : :
" 'Sccondly, by this wee riote; thatthe godly in gi-
uing,muft haue no refpe& of perfons, country,or bon-
dred,firangers,or neighbours children, asBoaz did
here Ruth,” who by hier owne confefsion wasa firan-
gerjand thetefore vnwoorthie : bur wee fhewed you
this in the firft Chapter, by the example of the Moa-
bites, t6 Blimelech and his familie, to bee 1 thin g'inci-
dentby very naturall men, andby them- condemr:ed
thatvfeitnot, much more inthem that haue knowne
the truth. The which Abraham did to the Angelswher- ..
vpon the Apoftle witheth,  to keepe hofpitalitic; for Gen.r,1 8,
fo fome hauc received Angels, in fteed of med. The ady.
Lotd commaunded very fﬁarply » thatno violénice bee Heb.1 3.2,
doncto fttangers, neither yet that any thould opprefle Exo,22.21.
them. . S , .7 Leuiddg-gp

" Whereby the vngodlye entretrin ¢ of fleatigers; :
that many with for among vs, " is too.wicked , enni<
ing thatany thould bee permitted to come: and fo-
foumemmng vs, like free-Dborne childrett : Yethecres
Inweg drz'to prayfe G O D), that thefe perfons cans
sorbit¢; although they barke st poore hatbour: 3
lefle ftraungers, and 41fo that ke hath bleffed ont ma<
giftrates with' more pittifull mindes, ' And letre thefe

. petonis knoweand confider, . that it is as eaficto god

out,as46 cprre intd Enigland, « thatis; - they 'may xs
- Lz {oona
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fone bt drjuen to other places out of theirowne coun-

ey, gg:b,cl ftrangers there; asthefe are, repayred for
he yncerpainiis of worldly eftate, that
. sy . 4 . .

hath broug .t grcat pringes te extreme pouertie, fhuld

E;_ﬁ'_’dlpili{cu}_:lwrliﬂ: and vngodly .ffctions, fromof-

éring: oxis. thoughto! iniuric to thafe poorcharbour-
kffe {tranggrs. We know; the parabl: of Chrift, ofs
ngp that trauailed. from-JTericho to Terulglem, and
fllunSong theeucs : the kindvefle of that ftranger a
,_Sb;m‘ii"itap, {liould mooue vsto doe goodto firangers,
whilg the world ftandcth, - fecing'wec are wore helped
by their prefence, thenby our owne-neighbours: but

thefy kind perfons that thus rayle vppon poore ftran- -

gars,arc fuchas are grieued 2gainft God & mes, who
it théit hearts would haue no man liningnzhe lande,

. befides themrfelues , and their-curfed pofteritic.. But

Denazssz

{yme willlay , you make too much accountof firan-

-gers, the Lord doth not make fuchreckoning of thé, '

¢caufe, forbidding viusic to the Tewes, yet be per-

mitredthem to take viurie of the firangers. Ian-
Twere, thofc ftrangers were the curfed Canapites and

“none other, whome God had vowed'to-deftruction; to

the intent the Iewes might haue ‘them- in all {lauerie.

Ofthem he permitted to take viuricsfor this is the blef-.

fiag of Gad vpon thatpeopleyhat they fhould be able
1o {end to other, but ftand in no neede to borrow of 0z

“ther. . Therefore thatbeing buta permifsion for the

Jewes onely, hath ceafed ‘in that Common-wealthsbut

in Chrift there is no difference of Tewe or Gentile, -

Malc'or Eemale, bond ot fi<c, forall archis, and hee

" theLordes* fo thatnow thename of 2 ftranger is quite

ceafed, butzll arencighbours and brethren for cuer-

more, e .

. AsdBeaz arfwered. TIn this verfe is_contained

ihc,f;‘g«!ye. of Boazvnto the fpeech of Ruth, wherein
£

R’

feltinregard of her xoother in lawe -and his knil=
wamag; with whome fheehad delt fo wellinher owa
Counrey, focondly,” in jegard of her felfe, fhee had
forfgk_;n fatherand mother,, with Countrey and ;(in',
Lo oo v ' erd

oine the. true .caule of his liberalitic vato hery *

re
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dred,and come among frange pedple. T XUTHTT
. Wherewee firft obferue xhneutir Enconrigethcht
to obey our godly parents, for wtie “fee thit ur good:
attions nieede not to be preathed abrdad by dtherfor
ourfarther commendation, ' " blit dtche time appoyy:
ted they will thewe themfelads, asthe Tife of wées by’
fending foorthleaues inthe'fpHing tire of tlve yedre,i

~ Ruth,as'wee haue heard, dealt nioft loting!ly with Hag*

motherin lawein Moab, ¥t ¥ cu feethat e Xaindires’ . .

hath followed her to Bithfchém in Tudakl , whey’
myles diftadie the one fronythé!other, Tie had eent

knowen theréto a fewe onély qth4d Hed faFiciénr: Lo’
being fprevdabroad ,” the "CHdfd thidh in ‘a ‘Citld "qoth |
commendher for it , 3H0A2 nilftiede i { ha‘ban
field, the place could not hidt iz werk it neuer (O fir o)
the dine not conceale itbeie nanlr ¢ ferets the com,
riendatisn ¢ficbe éou:ré,dy‘. Bidale thet was's f-in !

§er, ‘tior thé eredite of it béd [dR 1o ancther Conmrey.

Suchistiérnitire of goodthineswhich wee dot¢ 1o’

_peoplei " Which if wee thod[I4de foran - ot G
- whatfotuet,we were accuffed.” ' 2

ﬂ\ér‘,'thgﬁ rio 6blinion canaéua¥ barydt, Whitnsedéth:
this boalting of our zlmies deeds, likethe Elawini’
of itrmpetitlils bragein® oF oit? worthines: fom of
their 'mahdodfome of their friendfhip, other of their®
riches; dnd many of theirlbbur:: asif they flept ndy
foundly till ‘al the worlddld fn&of theircommnarfy
on. Thrs brie‘thing lofRthall our'rewarl for it {s ey
that ché wot ks dich'thé words Hould wimesie” Whie
may alfo’ ¢ 1

nothing o ecrefly to the focke ‘of Thrifk," by-itid
kngwés; ind thenamedfGod prayfed'forif 2™
enill deedes remaine to'the ¢reut; {6 goods Y‘B&Eks fe!

dound to perpernall memigr@ i T 2 R emmey
Serondly ; by this we obiepife five #eellehei of 7ey

figion, fot whofe fake itds ¢pthirfei datle- 15 (o4 -

ture, indpriife:worthic, !#i{'ﬁv"’ 1Be” bur’i‘ﬁ?’fnts"ﬁwf

1918 IiND
" When! ¢ Larde woallGAiHm 15 Filienifit
’ Wif!é Abtrham, -he€ cufel Hifr from- Eithe™ ind

Is . oeua-

by this aflure ot Baed; tha wee Khus doang

N

+1

rag Reu,1413.

e K mtea teralh
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~Gen.12,1, countrey, tofhew thatfor religion Gake it is aglorye,
Leuit7. 44 andnetonsly to dathis, bptalfo for to befcourged,
A& 5.4, Yeaandpofufferdeath, - . o
.. Whythen is it fo contumclioufly vpbraided, fo,
Ccamefully refufed of many , and bug of few receiued,
tiut})i&ghyz Amongall the;world,  opely Abrahams:
pofteritie- had the. coucnant’and promifcs., and nowe
apghmenbee as.the finde on the fezfhoare, and
the ftarres ofheauen, .. which cannot bee:numbred,
yet fhall but 2. rempane bee faued, none come vato
1t, but by the efpeciall grace of G O D, , _whergby he,
draweth them asiy wepe, againft theirmjndes : fewe;
perfons would fo. refornta@Noahs Arke .. becaufc they,
{corned his preaching : cuen fo fewe.are religious, be-
caule they connt it a bafe woarke, to heare the worde
6fGod plainely opened,. and fincerely expoynded,
Where isthen become this- auncient zeale, that made,
men and womenyas wellnoble as bafc , tobee abedy-
ent to the calking of the Lord,for which ca;{{_;bcyfpx-'
fooke both wca%th, parentage, countrey,and kindredy
butin thefe daies men will forfake Chrift, and Lis. Gof~,
psLreligion and preaching,for the leaft of thefe, .Qnce
the Apoille .,é’ayd, heeacconnted all thingsas dungue.
in regarde of Chrift, but;now Chrift is regarded s
d@dggc. i comparifon .of the werlde;, | Once Chrift
¢

Rom, 9,37

{iyde, whaloeuer loueth father or motherwife archil- -
| dienm, hout oy ides more dhea meoys ok worhicof

mee, but npwe, whofoeyer: loueth Chrit. morethen
- thefe,isnos womthy to'liges .2, . Dy e
rras ot Qnceitisfayde, firft fecke the. Kingdome of
“" 77 " God and the righteonfnclie thereof.., a9dall other
thinges fhall bee caft vyppon you : but nowe, . fultfeck
the worlds riches. .and wealth,  and religion will fol-
Yoy tap foone. Oh whatmiferable dayes are wec fallen

10, whercigrorance aduaunceth. it felfe’like the -
moan, and is not athamed ;» .the Gofpell reuyled by

cueric atheift, the minifiers molefted of euerye pa<-
pifta.. the facraments prophaned, the: profeffours
gesrmed by Qaundesous ﬁfm; which fox Ghafts ﬁf:ks
' uc

HEE BtV FR S
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Baue Toft their kindred and aduentured their Jiues.Sare -
l}i;iu‘«'ely,{’omc gteat plagueis approching for the quen-
£hing of this borning heate of finne,when they fhall fay,
thereita God that rewardeth therighteous,verely there’
is 2 Godthuae iddgeth the wotld,- D
- Thirdly, wee obferue outof thisverfe, that wee muft-
not without confideration giue liberallie to all but -
writh (peciall fanour do good.o the godly¢ for you fee-

Boaz telleth thisfecond caufz ofher f‘g’)rfaking‘Bath ceil~
trcz and kindred, as if he were bound to doo for fuch’
asfor his owne Children, thercby- fignifying  thae-if-
wec hanemeiterfo much tg gitte, yet wee can ncuer

giue inough to the- Saintes of God: This our Sauiour. Luc.4.46.

fignifieth when he fayeth, There were'many widdows'
in Ifraethin the diyes of Elich, yét to- none was he fent®
but toSareptah, a citie of Zidon, to'a’ womana wid->
dow'$ asifhehad (aid, as God with fpeeiall kindiies:
relieded herin the thice yeares famine, cuenfo muft -
we wath the like fanourfuccour- the godly and labou-’

riig poore. - Therefore when Paulcbiddeth do good

27

ritoll, het addech,efpecialy o the houfefholde of Gl ro.6.

- - : L Crt
This isprofitable for_our dayes, that wee might
alfotedrne’to whothe wee may giue, for nowour land
isfull 6fwandring and toigeing beggers, -who as
theit lifé i$moft bafe, yet their ‘manners:are firiyorfe |
fielt.they' worke not at all, but are idle, and hee that
worketh ’npf muft noteate, becaute hee walketh indr-
dinately:: Sécondly, they ire- forthe moft part, viterlig:
voide of all feare of God, atheifts, ignorant perfons,
blafphiemers, - ptophaners of Sabbaothes, difobedient
to Magiftrates and Maifters, common whoremaifters
and Whores, hauing almoft- euery - weeke new: huf-!
bandes and wiu=s theeues -and fuch drones as fucke a=
way the dlmes from poore labouring perfons . * They.
will praye ateuery doore!for ady fimplerelicfe, with:
their hattes on their heads moft virreuerent, but if any
man appeare before them they wilt prefendicbreak off
theirprayers, and vncouer their heades, efteeming

fmorg of the prefence of & fo;ly map or woman, -the :.

’ 4
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of themaiefty of the eternall God : if they bee notfa~
tiffied they wil curfe more vehemétly, then befare they,
raied earneftly, Thofe are the poor which zetour almss
E_ut tor other Lheare of few, for I {peake nothing’ buk
that which Thaue heard and feene withmy owne cyes .o,
&ndto {peake nothing of their changing of their voice,
their connterfeyting fores, and their commeon drua-
kenncfle 3. 1thinke I may cuery way conclude, they
are the Caterpillers of our countrey, the Cananites of.
our common wealth, the vngodlictt and vnprofirableft.
membersamongvs, . L .
. Forwhome I haue two futes, the one to the Ma-

. giftrates, that {o often agthey finde fuch perfons, they

"would ‘duely execute the law vppon them, thatthe o~
ther may beware : and my otherto the people, that
they would be deafe at their cries, and fhutyppe thejr
compaffions from them,and beftow it vpponthe poere
labourers amongvs,to encourage them with patience to,
endure their trauailes; and to difcourage the oher fronx
this kind of wicked lifc, . Whatfoeueryou giue them.

* isbut feed caft into the (ea,whereof fhafl conie neucra~

ny profitetbutthofe that are of the houfe of the Lord,
Iet vs with them profperity, - - SR

. The Lordrecsmpence. Thisis the fecond patt of
this replic of Boaz,; -which.is his prayer -for Ruth ;
whereinas we fhewed you,. are deliuered two thinges :
firft, that the Lord would. gie her fome rewan : - fea
condly, hee comforteth her, in that he telletk hery ~fhe
15 -come to truft vader.the wings of God.. - Where firft

. of allhere feemeth fome'- holde for popifth merites,

[ccing hee prayeth for a recompence and perfeét re-
ward, Thercfore it may be probably gathered;will they
fay, : from hence,. that works after faith merite-grace :
for hereTcannot conceale the fubtlety of pur Engliftt
papiftes which they learned from the Romifh Semina~
rie,beingasked whether warkes merjte, they aunfwerc
no, meaning thofe workes which - goe before faith ,
whereas they cuery one doo confidently belicue that
warkes after faith doo merite etermall life. - Thus
they blinde our eyes with the. Schoole ;dilﬁgc’tjoz;
” sk Q

S
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of workesbefore faith, and afuer faith, that they might> = '« ~*
the better catigr their fophiftry,butiwe(praifed. by God
forit). ‘moft confidengyaffirme , thaitnoworkéscy -5
ther befare or aftet faith.‘de¢ concurre in the mancr'ors
caule of iuftification. Asfor warks:before faith,: weei1Rg, 74, 29
dcknawledge they -arefinne;« for whatfocuer is notof, Rom 4.5, -
faith isfiane 3 and fot workes aftes faith, wee codflanteiGalat, 2,16,
ly beléeue,with Paul, that ourdilnztion commethnots Eph.26.
by them.Buplétvs come to this: deripture, and-icontis:
nue 2 lirtle with car faliation workes, Wee gram Bo-s:

. az, prayeth forareward: W.hat then? therfore - works)

. eyther incrite; brheproycthamflesboty whichkwee -

denie,and will confirme by thisféripfure. Firft dud B

az thinkc: that Ruth had merited by this: forfaking ofs

hercountrey?1 anfwere no:wh# then doth hee pray fon

herzif fhehad- deferued it «God.is not voiuft, huthes

that commaundeth that the hird of.a-labourer fhould>

net be keptbagke one night, .- would not, nor nrededr

notto bé antreatedtorthat, whichhe muftot necefiite

performe By the which we feq,tharthe projer. of Boaz:

the meritof Rudh; and theiuftice of God, cannot8and.

tﬁg,ér}mn.‘: DY P Y I [N T
.~Secdndly, ! far what cavfe-doth hee prayfor s:re

compence? Was itnot betaute hee had forfakenhen:
qwng:idolhtrous people, ‘tacotheto the Lordes coms

mon hwexithives verily, it wasfo. Thenwas itaffairh der

of wortkeshno woikafluredly - bérfaithifor fankdau-t

fed Moyfet when heewas growenvp,to forake . the]

court atPharaey * and'to10yne himfelfe withGodhis:
oflictedpeople: Faithi catlod Abeabarh té come ihto Heb, 11.2,
the land of profte, fromis oiwiie idalatrotis couns:

treytand thiy @me faith cavifed-Ruthrto come frdmithe: 3y op 1y 2
Counitey,of Moab to- the peqplt ofithe Jewes;~ andd

_ thercfore Boaz adidedlt; tHatihiee was comero ikt

voder the wisdes of Gdd, - but confidencepracredcthe

ofaith, - and nbt af works! :Ehereforetocoidude,?

* Bohaz prayesli for fuch a rewerd , res God had promi-$

fedto.all the faithfull ;" for adthie fhoné looketh vppor

the carth, a0d the carthloakcthvpodrihe funneagaine,

{o faith r¢fpedtcsh the promife of 6Qd, and m:mamxﬁ;_)
. - of.
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Teh308s  of Godregarderh fiich: beciufe itis wriitets, whofoe=

utrbelocucth in me hath euerlatting life, but:whofoe~
uer beleeueth not(though hee parchife laddes for Ca~
tholiks, build Churches;  ordaine chamnseries and go-

- .. ;neuer {o far on pilghimage) yetishscondemnedalrea-- -
;)(EO.ZBBWO\' they will rencw- their wonted Quitty fay-:
.;ing, Wepreachfor faith, wecondemne workes, wee:

. . druemento a wicked life, and’ tell them alliswell, ~if

they belicue well:we condemne fay they;boufckeeping,-
g::hiﬂgto the poore, with ‘builders of:Colledges and.

rches, and founders of holpitalles with 21t charita-.
bloactions,but thefe:are great thunderalappes, . buryer-
witlioutraine, Faske the refoluteft papift lining,where,
euerhe¥ead any &f thefe,in all the writings of the pro-
teftiauts;oncé mentioned:iwithout fingulat cémendati-

. onzfor Tam fure none of iydu §.drerefolute papifts will-

coime fo-§ churches,to hear odr preachers fpeak againft:
thé yet youcric out,beliencthem not;they broch here--
fies thatis broghtvneb youby your pentioners hangbi--
es,& luke warme Profefforsipapifticall Atheiftes,which:
cometoour Churchesraflecpd;andthtre.dreame whe

- being come vntoyou, make youbelieue time their

dreames were the preclicrdfermonisy “and yourthatare
aptto btlicue liés, btlicuelydrs, Butto cometa the
purpole,youaccafe vs forcondemning govd warkes:,»
whoh we attribure nd fheries vato them ukk‘wa:dcnx,z
for the'refon is ikexhis: . Niore'will becomd . Papifl, »
buthethathopethto be Pope:So.ndne Wwill do good:
workesbut hee thac hopeth to Hee: faued vri crowned,
bythem. -Ifthey:pisut the fatecs, ‘tharthey. mutt:
giue the former ¢ *Which Lam: aflored- mpiry hohofts

+ - smifded:Papifts wolild notbee,’ though they might:
haac as much asthie: Fopes Father , e Denillofic.

red Chrift, which was altthe Worlds < Therefore as:
a.Papift isnot a Papift, becaufe hée would bea'Pope,
{0 good workes muft not bee done, that-men. migh-
bee crowhed by them. - - Euery Catholike whith be-.
fecucthasthe Church belecueth, ‘muftnotprefentlia
fteppeintoe Peters chayres no.more zucry ‘one :
doth agood workc,. maft by that alcénd 'rp. imma hea~

i : . uen
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yen,  Good workes hauc another vis then toiuftifie. 21 2.
Becaule the eye cannot fmell, flall it therefore bee
pulled outt no, it was created o fee; and not to fimells
- becanle good works iuflifie npt,thall no-man de them,
.God forbid, they were giuen to the taichfull; fogouts
wardteitimonpies of faith, and of God his - {piriec, 'that
by them that they might aflure themfglues and oshers
ta be (an&ified 4nd ele@ted :not that they hoildhelp
in their {aluatlon, As the tree dyeth withourtheharke;
and fireis nothing without heate,; fo workes without
fa.li)r,.'x,and faith without workes; is surfed andvaprofi
table, .
Thercfore weefay, let cuery one that calleth anhie
name of Chrift, depart from ipiquitie, efchewenill;
and doe good,feede the hungric,cloathe the naked,viy
{ite the ficke and imprifoned, harbout the harbarlefle;
prouide for children and widdowes,  yenand builde
Churches and Colledges for thei maintenance of Gad
his wosthip and learning. Yetwee fzy, we are.iuftified
by faith, wee haue peace withGod through our. Liordd
Iefus Chrift, by whome we ate b:qubt@o;this‘gsa‘cc.-
through which we ftand,&. glory voder the hopé of ihe,
glory of God:forall the worksinthe world gannotfa-
uffic for onefin, becaufs thereis pone other nameyna
der heatien, by which weg samf be fued, but ongly by
t.hcnathEChﬁiai.' . oo L dnnoasd
- Outofthis, firft wee gather the geodnele. -of Godi
which of his,owag, promife and; towne. mercie, a0¢ep-
teth thaclierle obedicnce of Frith, whith wee offes anca
bim, . What! ¢an we doct she fut§lline of che Jawai
yeekeepeall, and yes faile i onewee had loft all oug
Libour :butif we -keep one point onely,and faulted im
nerelt iewere likcto! a man thasimas boundg g payr
tsathoufand pound, a0d fhopld offera thilling 8 bur
wee keepenane, * and yet hee aceepteth vs in the death Ko . 875
ofhis fonme, that oar rightgoyfnefle might abounde Kom:s.37:
to cuerlaing life, - Nowe, thevfe of the mescye of
Godis, . that heereby wee fhoulde. bee mads moxt
fearefull and carefull not to, offende bimi:t, nos ss
fome imagine, shat hereby is ging the greates liberie |
L . to

Rom.§$.¥.
. 2.
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to finti; becaufe the Lorde fpeaketh peace vato vs'ind
hisbeloued Chrift ; for thisis as the prophét {peakett,
being cfcaped outof aditch to fall intoa fhare, and as'
amsa whichis drawnie outof a riuer fhould caft him-
felfe mto the fea. ‘ But the regenerate muft bee more a-
fraide to offendthe miercie of God, - then the varege.
perate it his threatning iudgements, - They' will not

 finak becaufe they loue.God , the other will abftaine

for feare of punifiment : the promifes of thé Gofpell
terrifie them more thenzallghe terrors of the Law: for
thiny findea fivecter cambortin the prefence: of the
{pintt, thento reft in all the gardens of pleafure, when
they finde accelle to thethwone of grace'; “through the
blaod of Chrift, 'and by him all theirinfirmitiescoue-
red heir petitions graunted, their finnes. remirted,and
they at peacc-with Gods likeioyfull men difcharged
fomeueratting impiifonment, they wabkein’ holy-’

nesadd righteoufites beforehim all thedayes of theyr

= lifs,Oli that thefe rercies Would finke decperinto otir,

hard Hargs;that theforce-of the cogitati nofthe bloid
of Chrift, might both (eften ma‘momge, purge -and
clenfo them from wadering and doubting, - waaton-

~ neffe and prefumiption,and prepare our fallow grounds

Myes3z,

—_ A

fittoreceiuc the Lords'owne {eed his cwerlafting word'
viliighisabke tofsucout foules.” 0Tt T
Sccondly, by this when he faitkt, vhder whofe wings'
Hotaecome to taft = ‘thi dignitie of theElithfull 1s
conimendedvnto vs; for they live ivader thd #ings of
#hi¢ Lord,” Which i¥ a'Metaphor orbotrowed fpeech,’
comphring him'to 3 hendwhich eouereth hiet chickei's
with et wings Ahéewing vnto vs; thit then We dré in
fafetic, when wee  dre totered with-the’ witifes of the:
Lotd: This our Sewiobnored when heefayde,  that
hee would haue gathered thé Citie of Tefulilem, as
a henne:gathereth’ herchickens. This dienitie of the
faishfiull, v by many fuch: fpecches manifefted in the
Leriptuse;: wherein theiLetd fhewethvithecare hee
harlifor it fafetie whekhe-calleth vs the apple of hig
eyt He'hewerh his loué,wherthe cattech vs his childré,
hisbiethien and (peufe, e tiich vs our dutigs  he ;a:;
(224 . e

i
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lethvsthe branches of 2 vine, whichare good for ho- )

~ thingbutto bring forth grapes: cuenfo are the ‘gbdly_
- plealed with nothing which theydoe , faue one

y the
worfhip of God. This confiftethin the holy fellow-

thip which the faithfull hawe with God, - which Dauid )

fa‘ych.bri rgeth life for euermore;, withwhome is 2 well
o

life,and the fulnes of all ioy. : And inanother place, -

the Lord faith,Behold I and ar the doore and knocke,
if any manopen ;  Iwill cotein,and fuppe with him,
and he withme: and Tohn fxith; He that abidethin the
~ dodlrine of Chrift, he hath both the father & the fonne.
Here isthe comfort of the fpirit that dwelleth invs, the
affurance of faith- which owercommeth- all the wotld,
theeuidence of our faluation, . eucnthe confefsion of
the Gofpel with the mouth, and the beléeuing in the
hart,the hearing of it wheniit is préached, and praying
-in the affemblics of the faithfull , for wherefoeuer are
two or three gathered togetherinmy name, there am
. Im'themiddeft of them, {aith the Lord:for he. dweelleth
among his Saints, the-Arke 15 werth his minifters, - the
couenant or tabernacle .of préfénue. with them-thae
feare him for edermore, Oh,who will not bedrawne
to bethe member of Chrifts owne bodie , the heauens
lv temple for the holy ghoft to: dwell in, the fincere
profeflor of true religicn, that they may haue both the
Father add the-Sonne, Who will not open to the Lords
knocking, thathe may recciue the king of glory for
his gueft? Finally, who would not forfake the ﬁnddow

14
lQ; oh. 3 .24.

ofall the trees-in- the world , to be¢.couered vaderthe

wings ofthe Lords prefence? Where is more com-

fortto bee found butone day, then 2thoufand yeeres
in all the thrones of maieftier - . -.- T

- Thirdlyand lafily, by thofe woides, as is noted the

dignitie of the faithfull,fo on the cantrary it verereth the
delperate and comfortles ¢ ftate ofthe wicked ,namcz.
they are bke vncouered birds a1fo, that ncuer are fhicl-
ded with the wings of the Lord ¢ they lic open and feat-
tered, fubiet to all the foules of the avre, cuery inidute
in danger to be tora in pecces by.the hellith, & infernal
divels, . ;o o ) R

. Thers

iy Ak (RS i
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- -Therefore Dauid faith, howfoeuer they bee nobles,
Pﬁ:73. 14.48d Princes of the carth, and haue houfes and poflefsi-
19. -onsaftertheirownenames, yet they ftand butinflip-
-peric places,fo foone as they moouc they fall. Out Sa-
“uiour fith. They are bkea man having no- wedding
Mat, 22 1 3 garment 36 foone as the King efpietlﬁum. he is caft
Ephel.4.18 ntovteer dackneffe.. Paul fayth, they are firaungers
‘ fromthe life of God,, fo that being liuing, yet they are
. -but condemned perfons; which euery howre looke tor
*~ " * _the tormentor, then to bee burned in cuerlafting fire,
‘Oh fearefull eftare of all Atheifts, Papifts, idolitors,
Iewes, Tutkes, and Pagans, carnall men and hypocrits,
Belpiters of the miniftenc and Gofpelof Chrift,who as
“in this world they are without God, fo in the worlde to
<ame, fhall be fepérated from his prefenca with the Di-
" : tielland his Angels,Lookeon your reckoninges, you
guilde confciences, which euery day adde thoufandes
to your:former iniquitics. The greater your debte
i, the ‘fharper.fhall bee your imprifonment. The
‘oftngryéu are warded; the more fhallbe your ftripes,
As:none wete; fmred :but thofe that ‘entred into the
_arke,fb not onelof you' fhilt euer fee theface of God,
(exceptat your condemnation) vnleffe you become
zealous profeffors,and heare our Sermons, bee parta~
kers'of our prayers, atd as obedient to the voice of the
Gofpelin the mouth ofhis minifters, as if there were
alaw-df prefent death , to bee cxecuted onyouforee
ucry'default. v ' .
< 'Ifimd famour. Thitis the fecond parte ofthe fpeech
of Ruth, wherein fhec thanketh Boaz, and excufeth her
felfe.She thanketh in the, - wordes when hee fayth:
Ifind famour in thine eyes $h my Lord, becan/ethou Laff
comforred mee, and buff [poken thofe things$hich are to
ghe beart of thy bandmasde. For fhee. confefleth his
cdurtefie’and thankfulnes,by the verdite of the learned,
in the humble confefsion o'fy a'benefite. Shec excufeth
wheni thee favth, [fbalbuor be as one of 2hy maidens. As if
the had fayd,{ am vnworthic of this courteiie,becaufe I
come zo labour far my felfe, notforthee, as thefe'thy
maydens doe, Out of which wee obferue thefe
it Ter . _ chings,
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things, o w0
Firtt alioly example of commendable thankefulnes
much accepred of God and men, as vathankefulneflc is
-abhorred by heanen and earth:we haue examples her-
ofin many wicked perfons, as Laban his difcurtefic to .
lacob, Saule vnto Dauid, and the wicked Amonites GEB.21.2..
to his Ambaffadors : To fpeake nothing of Pharaohs 1-Sam.19,
butler vnto Tofeph, of Naball vato Dauid, and alfo the 10.
:inhabitants of Keilah, which being famous inthe fcrip- 2.5am.ro.¢
-ture for the enemics of God,{o are they branded with Gen. 40,23
-this note of vithankfulnes, as if it were an efpeciall fruite 2-Sam.2§
- of vorighteoulnes, And truely this is moft worthyto - - 1@
be: vrgedin our finfull age, for the children forgettheir 1-53m.33.
_duties to their naturall parentes, the people treade their 12
preachersvnder their feet, for telling them the trath, we
- alwayes remember what we haue giué, but forget what
-wehauc receyued: whereas itisatoken of| the beft na
.ture to forget what we haue doné to other, but to re-
" member what'we haue.receyued : Surely , furely, vn- - - -
- thankfulneffe towardes God, . and towardes men neuer
rmgned orriged more. Toward God,for the continn-
: ance ofhis Gofpell,peace,plenty,and welfare of our coii-
. trc'I toward men,ingadgeing the benefisesthat are dai-
ly'beftowed, by cafting in the tecth, as ifthey wese des
-ferued. The heatens abhorred this wickednes, and the
- heauens will raine down deftrution vpon thefe thikles
. perfons,as they did vpor Sodom and Gomorra for the
like offence. :
~ Secondly,by this wee gathér, that the prayersof the.
-righteous,are more acceptable to the godly,then giuing
or taking of almes, For when Boaz. ‘promifed - -Rut K
- this kinfneffc,ﬁré thanked him, and no mores - but verfe, g%'
-nowe, when hee prayed fop het to the Lord,fli¢ pro-
tefted that he comforted her, and that hee had (o~
Ken thdfethinges which were to. the hicart ofhis hand-
“maidey(that is) which pleafed het exceedingly well.
Asiffthe had faide, 1am bounde ynto thee my Lorde
for thy kindneffe, bue thou haft comforted meemore
- with thy prayer then with that: So that here forher felfe
and for.allishe.gadly,fhe protsQeths that of twobeheg‘cs
L c

Luc17.37.

.
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fhe was moft of all comfotted by his prayerwhich né-
acth in her,2 moté kngesing and thirttmg after righte-
oufues, then after all the maintenance of this prefent
-life: tor whofocuer drinketh of thar water of worldlie
welfare,thall thirftagaine.: but wholoecuer drinketh of

*the water ot faithfull prayer fhal neuer thirftany more,

.This onc confideration made the blind men of Iericho
zcty {o importunately after Chrift, faying;. Iefus than
fonne of Dauid haue mercy on vs,Some heauenly bene=
Hitethey looked for;carthly be had none. And this tea-
cheth vs,that when we giue, wee fhouldalfo pray for a

Ecclef,11, 1 bleiling vpon our bencuolence: tor Salomon compaa
-+ -+ reththe: giuing of almes to the cafting of corne into

- -amoift or fruitiu!l Lande, fo as the husbandman prayeth

Tam,s.15.

fora blcfling vpon hisfeede, euen fo hee which giueth
o the poore mult pray for a benefite vponhis beneuo«
-knce.” Burifany gatherby this my fpeech, that itis
Aufficientta pray,and not to giue to the poor, I anfwere,
- Thisfesiptuse cundcmnerhﬁiisfolly,w enit fayeth, If
*-a brother: or fifter be naked and want meate, and thou
-fay vnto him,go warme thy fclfe,and feed thy felfe and
-yet giue them nothing,this is a dead and damnable not
-a liuing and fauing faith: of thefe kinde of people the

* «world1s full, which faye alas God helpe you, Godpro-~

.
e

wuide for you, God giue you patience, but nothing com-
-meth from them,faue onely fairewords, "To whome
we may {2y as.abeggaronce did to a papifh Bithoppe,
dciiring a peece of money of him,were it neaer folittle,
dur the Bithop f1id nio, - hée would giue hiri apardons
to'whome the begger replyed, I perceiue if your-pardon
rwere worth' amy thing'l Szduld not haueit : eucnfo if

; xhé prayers of thele pcoplewere any thing worth, they

‘woulde " mot giuo,ahesy,* becaufe they ‘giue no-
dhing.. . o SRR

-1 “Laltly by thisverfc, when Ruth excufcth her delfe
thae the thould not be as-one of his maidens, thee fetreth
-dowdc awrueerample of Chriftian fimplicicy: for it
‘maybe the thoughtthat Boaz was deceined mher;that
He mighe thinke thee cimietorwotke for himy - ahdnet
- $or et felfé : chérefaré! e telleth -him - plainely dﬁ?t
.. . c

i
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fhe fhould not be as onc of his maidens, thatis, as one
of his hyred. feruantes. So that thefe' wordes of Ruth
tend ta her owne. hinderance, if Boaz had: beene des
ceiued in her,yet godlines will not conceale that,which
maketh againtt it felfe, i the quefion be made of pro :
fice. Whereby we note, that cacroching for bargaines;:
facing for promifes, fuing for count. rfext titles, & fuch’
Like actions, cannot agree with the timplicitic of 2 god -
ly minded Chriftian, whefe confcience is his court, his
religion his atturney,and the word of God his iudge,to’
pronounce definitiue {entence againtt his owne caufey
ifittend to the perill and damage of his neighbour; of
dilcredite of his profcfsion. Oﬁ that wee had moreof ¢
this fimplicitic,and lcfle of this fubultie, whereby wee
deceiue our ownre foules, betray the glorious Gofpel of
- Iefus Chrift,confound the weake mindes of our waue-
ring brethren, make thipwracke of pure coafciences,&
gaf ourfelues headlong forthe world into the fire of
oL - ) IR .
But Boaz faid. This laft verfc theweth vnto vs, that
Boaz was not deceiued in Ruth, but fhutting vppe the
commurication, by calling her to meat,and dealeth to;
her fo abundantly,that fhee leaueth fome.By the m{hid}
wordes thereis noted two degtees of the kindneJe of
thisman.  Firf}, thatin his owne etfon he calleth her:
to meate sfecondly, that with his owne handes he gaue
her aboundantly. Where we fee againand again com
mended vato vs the humilitie & liberaline of this B a2
he difdainethnot to call (5 fimple a gueft to histable, -
knowing her to be a faithfullfrfter; for whofe Gake,if
neede were,he was bound to lav downe his life. Wher -
by weareinftruced to caft offthe ftatelines of our fto-
mackes,.fanding vppon otir pantoples,fcant vouchfa~
fing to looke friendly-on a poore man or woman,much
lefle to fprake kindly to eythertof both. Againeytis® ¢
liberaliue , by giving foilcmiﬁxlly vnto her with his.
owne handes, it app-=arcth hee was none of thefecouna
terfe't giucts, which promife muchand performe Tie- -
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whifpering, withdraw their promifed andbounden
liberalitie,from Church and poore, from minifter and
relicion. Ohhow cold isthis deuotion, which peo-
ceed :th frem a fodaine humour, and foone endeth to .
God his difhonour: better haditbeene for thofe men, -
notto fhew any fauouratall, thenafter they haue rathe
ly begunne, cauftletie to withdraw their beneuolence
from Chuft, But I confider, there fhallbee fome thae
fhall (ay at the latter end vnto our fauiour, wee haue-.
prophcfied in thy name,we haue eatenin thy prefence, .
and yet hee fhall fay vnto them, depart frommee yee
workers of iniquitie, I know you not : then fhall they
bee blefled, which haue watted their wealth for religi-

- on, confumed their lining on the faithfull, and

‘ continued their hiberalitie vnto the eade.

Now let vs giue prayfe
to GOdc

The end of the fixe
. Le&ure,

- Thefeuenth Le&ure,
‘Chap.:. yer:l;- 16, i7.18. ;,.:bazt. 22,23,

15 And whem fbee arofe to pleame, Boaz, commanded bis
Serwants,(ayimg sles ber gather among the foeasics and
de nos rebube ber. ,
X6 Andlet fall fome of the fbeanes for bor, (o letitlis
: thdt ﬁeemz gasther ieGp and reb uke ber not.
17 Andfo fbegleancd in th ficld tdl cuening (o’ foe fz-
: - ) 2]
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. [bedshat which fbee bad gasbered,C3 it wasabour my
epbasfbarley. e
X8 Awd fbectooke it Sp,and wemtin to the cittyi¢s her
mother inlaw/aw what fbe had gathered, ¢ fb tooke
Jorth ¢ gaucmeo ber, of that twhich foe kadlefr, when
e IPAS (5] ’ : e
1 _{I‘.’rbm r mother sn ity (aid $uto bér,wheve bafl rhea
Qleaned re daytand where wroughiei¥ thow i Bleffid bey -
be that kwew thee: and fbee (beived bier wrotbor su liS®
- with whome fbe badwrought, (3 fasde themans wawne
. with whome I'wronght to day,was By, WL T
30 And Naowsifaidets her daighter sniae: Blifed be.;
bee of the Lord,for be ceaferb nar tods gaod bothevthis:
lining andto the dead. g arm Naowni [a1d Onts bev;tha’
. Wawu meareSmo Or,andof onr affinisty. . - S
. 2% And Ruth the MoakitefJe[asdyhefaid slfs coriaimetia-
Gmto me that thow /bdt be with my feruents, Esriltbey .
baue ended all the harueit which ir muine. PEER
82 And Naomss asfweredSmso Ruth her donghterin lnd, 1
9 5s bei?t mydagghter that they 00 ont SGsth bismais
dems,thar they meete thee mot indn other'field. )
" 23 Thenfbe kept ber by he maidésof Beaz, Stitetheend
of bariey barwes? and 1 beate haracft and dwele Sl
bermothersmlats. . T

smem Hefevetfes vato the ende of
K this Chaprer  conraine thofe
things which Boaz and Kinth

41 that Ruth had dined: Thg
=l wordeshaue two partes. The
%‘:| firft berweene Ruth ind Bos
it az in thic field. Thefeconde
betweene Ruth :andher mo-

: therin law dt hame. - .
- Thefirft part is invet.1§.16.17, whertin is fet downe.
what Ruthdid after dinner:That fbé arofe to patber cares
which is declared by the time, verfe 17 and the. quan:
titie inthe fame verle, i pbie of barley, Secondly, Bo-
az rengweth his commanadement to- his fcru:mtc;{ fé!r
: ‘ K2 uth

did, with Naomi allo after -



el

13% -~ Thé Réward of Religion.
Ruth,wliercin hee willed' them, firft that they fuffer her
to gather where the pleafe,veife i§. Secondly, thatthey
wilimglv letfall vnto her out’ of the fheaues, . and tuffer
het 1o takeitvp, - . I ’
... T he other partof-Ruth and Naomi, iscontayned -
ver.18.19.20.2 7.2 2.23.& declarcth what thefe twayne
ddafterRuth came fronv the field, and afterher. com-
mioghome,ver(18. bringing both. her gleaned corne,
ard referned vidtuall, - Til:y twaine commune of thofe
thinggs which Boazhad done to. Ruth, -FirftNaomi
asketh Ruth wherefhe had glcaned that day,ver,19,To
which Re2h anfwereth, telling the name ot theman ..
whafepoffefhion the had gathered to be Boaz, ver, 19.
“Secomdly;«. bis cartefictoward her, dot .onely for that
prefent, but alfo biddeth herto abidewith ‘his maides
nctothecend of his haryeft, after this, Naomi firft: pray~
cth for.the man,ver,20.alfeadginghis kinddes notone-
3. Iyto themthat arelining, but alfo to thole that are
% drad;*and telling Ruth'thasthe man was her kinfman..
Secondly e counfelleth Ruth, verfe 22.that (hee take
his proffer,and abide swich his-maidens; forfeare-thee
bedenyedin another field: . which Ruth perfourmeth,
ver.24: amd keepeth with-them to the ende of barley
harueft,and wheate harueft, and atterwardwith hermo-
ther Of thele parts lervs briefly fpeake, as the fpirit fhall
aliftand the tme permie. © 7 - e ey
- Themfbe arofe. Afterdinnerlike onecgreful of hd
bufines,fhe repaiteth to herformer work,sshere by the
way.this queftion may be made,whether R-i'd‘\' gaue ary
shianks to God for her mcate,fecing it isnbymentioned:
f0r'this doubt maft not be.omitted, nor p#lcxidillol-
ued, left our czrmal fmidns in thisage, which come
- & go 1o their meatlike bruit beafts, may feém ro have
she exahple of fotne godly.perfons,. forthe defence af
their abhominablevathankfulnes, T e-which Eannfwery
firft;ifany godly perfon laueat 'any time,. ofnitted his
duety,we muft not bv bis example be drawnctodo the
likesfor we muft liue by~ rale: of the word of God,not .
‘by the.examples of the faithfull :- Secondlie,. wee muft
“know that euery thingor circumftance is not needfull
i m
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in every place ofithefcriptureo bee declared particular-
IE, forin this place wee reade'not that Ruth gaue' any
* thankes to Boaz for hermeat:  yet wee muftnot .con-
clude that fhe gaue nong avall& if the thankeda man,
muchmorethe eternall God, whtchframied his minde
to thew her thatfauour, Thirdly,fhe being with Boaz
itwas his duty athis own table to pray, and to guue
thanks,whichno doubt but hee did, and fhredid with
him, Therefore to the words; where weefir® note the
true vie of cating and dninking, the ben:fites of God,
which is, that by them we may bee cnabled to follow
our vocations:  For here we fee Ruth after micat,retur-

nethtoher worke againe, as if the boly Ghofthad flasz -

ly fet downe, that for this caufe we ruft eate and drinke
that by them we might wotke more frecly, .and labour
more diligently. Thereforeé Sdomon pronounceth a
blefling v;on-a whole countrey, whofe princes and na-
bles eate fordtrength.and notfor drunkennes: and thefe
are agtounted two finnes of Sadomnre, idlcnes and fulnes
ofbread; thatis, eating andno warkiag, This poiot
can neuer be ftoode inough vpon, that the belly-gods
-and vnorderly perfons of our .age might be:perfwaded
therewith to Yeauc their drinking & drunkénnefle their
cating and gluttony,and their plaies and -paftimes ¢ for
the meate-is no fooner out of their ‘mouthes, . butthe
renewing of their fport entrethinto theirbarts,how they
may fpend more time in idlenes and vanity, And-aboue
all, this is! profitable for feeuingmen to note, who wilh
nothing but liberty, and their owne confeiences know,
that if they may choofe,they wil dwell withno maifters
.butwhere they may dolittle workeitherefore came the
old prouerb a yong feruingman, anold beggerbecaufe
vnthriftines inyouth is feldome worne outinage; “This
I fpeakenotagainft that calling which nodoubt but is
-good & lawful,but oncly to warn them & exhartthé ro
§miﬂ1 their vntimely eating and drinking,and to puta-
way idlenes,with fome lawful & prfitable bufines.: ¢nd
Iet vsall be Ruth es in this point, as iriother her condi-.
- tionts, that wee may cate our bread in the fweate of our
- brawes,and rife to laboyr, notto paftime,that wee may

v '[."K 30 remem-
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remember our old cutfe which came by reafon of finne
and eafe the contagion of our difeafed natures,with the
dayly following our honeft vocations.

Secondly,by this alfo may we vr‘ge(althpugh theholy
Ghoft in this place fpeaketh not of 1t) the worthip and
obferuation of the Sabboth: far as men go from worke
to meat,and after from meateto worke againe: cuen
fo reafon would,that as we {an&ifie the Sabboth in the
forenoone, by preaching and hearing, the aftcrnoone
fhould be hallowed with the fame exercife. But of all
works,this the greateft is in fmalleft reputationifor men
go from hearing to their meate : but Erom their peate
eyther to fleepe,or to open prophaning the Lords days
with moft execrable & accurfed pleafure or negligence,
They fay onge a day is inough,yca & too much alfo,ex-
cept they did it better. Such clipping of God his feruice
to {atiffie our pleafures, will not ftand with the leat and
the {malleft goint of Chriftianity, And this they may
be affured of, that in the laft day, their owne diligence
& weekely labours, in worldly bufines, thall ftandvpin
ijudgement againft them,to condemne their negligence -
in the trauaile of godlines: yea and till this flacknes bee.
amended, the time loft and patt repented; they fhallne-
uer come to the knowledge of God or histruth, them-
felues or their own faluation :  for he that Gn&ifieth thg
Sabbaoth,hathall réligion,but he that prophaneth the
8abhoath hath noneat all; )

And Baaz, Inthefe wordes Boaz reneweth hiscom-
.mandement to his fcruants concerning Ruth,which we
thewed you was vetered in thever,9. and nowhee wil-
Ieth them,that though fhee gather among the fheaues,
yetnone thould fhame her : meaning, none thould re-
prehend her: for reprehenfionto a godly and modeft
woman, is 2 mateer of bluthing orfhame : Andthisis
- tobeenoted, thathisminde is, though fhee deferued
blame, yet none ofthem fhoulde fay, blacke bee her
_eye, (as the Prouerbe is) thar is, ‘once accufe her
for any fault. Whese wee note the wonderfull care
that Boaz had of her, that thelonger hee looked on

her, the better hee liked ker ; hes folitarie behauiour
: o ke
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- her contented trauaile, her dilige?t order in going fo
e

orderly to her bufines againe, were as orations or per-
fwafions, to make hi mbeing godly, to pgroue and
commend her aboueall the refiduc. Which eeacheth
vs,that wee fhould bee haled on with the fame cordes
of honeftie,diligen ce, and religion, to extend ourlibe- -
ralitie in large gifts and courteous fpegches, to cucrie
poore perfon that wanteth our helpe $and that the ras
ther,confldering pouertic is a curfe of finne, wherein
wecare allas guilticasthey :  therefore like fecling
members of our brothers mifcrics ¢ whete wee fee the
forefaid graces appeare, there let our bounden bencuo-

- lence excell, that they may bee encouraged with our

benefites, and wee may bee comforted  with theyr -
prayers,and both copioyned 1n this life, and in the lite
to come. i .

Seeondly, Ruth would not ﬁathcr among the
theaues, becaufe no doubt fhee was ftudious to auoyde
oftence,for if fhe had {o done,fhee muft needes incurre
the {ufpition, though not the reproofe of mif be hani-
our, coucting more then was her duc : for the eares, &
not the theaues were appoynted for the poore. Where-
by wee pote that the poore muft bee carefull abouc
many things, they abufe not the libertie of the rich:

~ although they may goe without correftion to the

fheauesin the fieldes, or the heapesin the bame, yet
they muit nat eate vppe more then befeemes them to
aske. Naw it were without confcience to aske fomuch
as theowners cannot giue, without the fhortening:
of theit handes to other their poore brethren. And
this condemneth the raking defire of them , which
are neuer contented : and tﬁofc vngodly robbers and

_ theeues, which aske,and yet haue no neede both which

kind of people will to the vitermof?, craue and haue all
a mars poflefsions, without any mercie,vnder prercnce
of poucrtie, yea,and will neuer accept the willing mind
©f them that are not able to giuc , but like the fea gape

" for the water out of the little land brookes. Thele are

efficers and brjbers,extortioners & yfurpersrackers of
farmy, rayfers of reats,jakers of fines, and defrauders of

c fmple
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fimple perfons in bargayning, whoall are condemned
in the laft commaundement as the couetours of other
mens goods:& therefore guilty of eternall damnation.

+ «dmd do yow. Thefe wordes are the fecond part of his
comandement,wherby the former point is confirmed ,
that Boaz knew Ruth would not picKc the fheaues, and
therefore willeth to let fallan the ground plentifully for
her to auoide her farther and more vnprofitable labour,
which he therefore doth, that he might teftifie his goods
tobee not onely his, butall theirs that feare the Lord:
for no doubte butthere were many that did gleanein
the field befide Ruthy with whome Boaz did not thus

deale: fhewing vnto vs, that there may bee a diffetence .

in giuing, andthat wee are notbound to giue equallic
to all, but asthe perfons are, fomuftbe the gifte .
the foorcﬁ' muft not haue the greateft fhare, but the
godlieft, for pouerry without godlines is like the apple
of Sodome,which is as faire to looke on, as any other,
but being takenin the hand, refolucth to fmoake,and
powder,{o if vngodly poore folkes be alittle examined
they fhall bee found as the apple not worth the eating,
fo the othernot worthy to be giuento; although they
crie like the horfe-leaches daughters.giue, giue,yet wee
muft anfwere the with fp rc,fpare,but Boaz doth in this
pli.ce,as Tofeph did to his brethren,he feafted al of them,
but Benjamins part was fluc times fo big as the refidue;
afterward he gaue to euery one c!\aunge of rﬁlarmcntes,
butvnio Bennaminhe gaue thtee hundred

caufe he was Rachell his own mothersfonne,  but all
the other were his Fathers Children onelie: . euenfo
muft we doo good to allthat are our fathers children

-by creation; but to our mothers children, which s, the
 Chirrch of Chrift, the houtholde of taith, whereof

Rachel was a type,we muft with fpecial portions for fees
e their wants, with the fupply of ourbeneuoclence,
led by the other Apottles, to haue afpeciall and heed~

full care ouer she poore Bretheren; whichif it were
. | put

hikles, and |
fiue chaunge of garments, the reafon of all this was, be-

dir}%’ their hunger & clothing of their nakednes, com- -
a
" for which caufe Saint Paulein  his preaching was wil-

4
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putin pradtife,we fhould be more able to do.good vnto
the godly, and to denic the contrary minded, This
onc thing is aboue all other to be required,§ euery one
giue where God may moft of all bee glonifted, but the
yngodly fort take their reliefe as the 31ungry houndes
their feeding,if they bec hindred, they will flie vppon
their owne matters, inlike fort the wicked willblaf-
ihcme God liberally, and not humbly thanke or praife

im, forany thing they recciue, What if they murs .

mur againft thee and faye, my parte is not {o good as

thine,you giue him more thento mee, andyou care
ior none but thefe precife fellowes : Tell them againe,

is lawfull for thee to doe with thy owne as thou
wilt : neither ought thy eye to bee euill, becaufe my
hand is good sthe vaworthieft in the world , fhall haue

the worthieft portion 3 they which with them are laft, .

with thee let bee firft, and the fisft with them, bee laft

withthee : for fpirituall men muftlooke for fpirinnal]

hearrs, to caft the feed of their almsinto good ground,
where the fruit may be increafed, the wantof the faith«
full may be relicued,the glory of Chrift may bee mag-
nified, thy o'vne duetie may bee difcharged, - agood
confcience fatisfied, and thy foule for cuer comforted.
Secondly, by this wee ob(ch that Bohaz might haue
admitted many hindrances, whereby hee might haue
beene better aduifed before he gaue fuch large libertie,

eitherto Ruthyor to his feruants forher, as to gathep

among the theaues, orto letfall handfulles vnto het, -

Hee might haue thought thus with himfelfe, itwas
lately a dearth for long time together,it may bz thontly
the Lord will fend fuch another, and then all that Y hane
willbetoo little for my felfe and my familie,and there-
fore I muft bee wife, and giue notfo much, till T know
what Ifhall lacke, but all this could notturne away the
~ heartof Boaz, from doing good vato Ruth, forheee-
fteemed more of one oﬁy Ruth, ‘then of allthe pofz
fefsions hee had  neyther ought any of the godly once,
- to admit any fuch doubt in their minde,as to bee vexed
- in diftruft of the mercie of God to come.. They muft

PGLr19.36

pray with Dauid,O Lord incline my hearttothy tefti- -

monies
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-monies,8 notto couctoufnes The widdow of Zarepd
tha mi%ht haue aunfwered Eliah, that fhée had bur
folitleleft, aswould onely fuffice for one meale, and
iuc him nothing, yetfhee was obedient 'and beleeued
e word of the Prophet , and her ftore increafed, that -
fhe wanted no more. A ;
. The Church of the Macedonians might haue fayde,
thaubcl were poore Saints as well as the refidue,ther-
fore as they asked nothing but were content with their-
pouertie, fonone fhould charge them in giuing to oz
_ther, buryetthe Apoftle Paule {ayd, they fupplyed she
want of the Corinthians, and gaue themmore then
they were able. . And cuerlafting is the commendation
which he giueth of Onefiphorus,how often hee refre-
thed him and was not athamed of his chains,but came

1Tim,1.16 to Ephefas and vifited him there, -and followed him
" 37,38 to Rome many hundred miles,that there alfo he mighe

fuccour him with his charitic ¢ which teacheth vs,when

" wehaue to deale with the godly, acall thefe perfong

had,no coft muft be fpared,couctoufnes notadmitted,
10 feare of want fufpected;for he whichisthe Lordo-
ger all, is alfo richvnto all,

. Obadiah in a famine fedde an hundred Pro--
phets, yea, and hidde themin caues, from the wrath
of Iezabell, What wantdid he fuftaine thereby?fure~

for diftruft caufeth want, and notliberali-

K Iy none,
,:ng;"’ tlye, forhee which maketh thee to feede his Saintes
» nowe, will alfo prouide anotherto feede thec when

" ehy floreis walted. Ohhearken to this you poffeffors
ofthe carth, vppon whome in this ime of dearth
the eyesofthe poore doclooke vtﬁpe, ason the hands
ofthe Lorde, whereby hee filleth euery liuin dung
withhis plenteous goodaefle. - Openyour gares wia
der, that more poore may come into your houfes,

" tobeerefrethed with bread ; open your purfes fars

- ther, thatmore benenolence may come éut, to

_bee cafte into the fruitefull lande of the fabithed
poore, for after manye dayes you fhall finde it a~

gaine, pu; on the bowelles of compafsion, and letnot
. ug 0 - Yo
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your 6wne Brethren want, fecisg you haue inough,
Hee that willeth you to doo zﬁu for his fake, glll
_ commaunde heauen and earth, 20 reftore his owne
debte, whichyouhauelenthim: feare not that you
thall want, for the Lord is the owner of the carth,and
thisis fent vppon vs, to tric your charitic and compaf-
fion towarde the poore for hisfakes ifyou now bee
Lberall. Paule hath prayed for you that you may
finde mercie in the day of the diffolution of all things,
and the Lord hath promifed to the mercifall mercy,
atthat day when heclyeth ficke va;on his deathbed,
Makeyoutreafures therefore of this worldlie weakh,
and fend them by the handes ofthe poore into God
his kingdome before you: fpare not the fheaues
inthe Barne, thecaresin theficlde, nor the heapes
in your Gamners ¢ for hee that fpendeth for the

members of Chrifty fhall receiue the greater aduan. - ..

tage. Rememberyou arcthe partakers of the fame
- Faith, which they bad that folde their poffeffions to

giue to the Saintes and to gaine heauen: butyou

neede not tofell any landes, onel!z deliver your corn
plentifullie to the poore : which if you doo not, they
fhall rife in judgement againft youat the latter day,
- becaufe they fpared neyther landes ner liues , and
y‘i‘wn not giye a linle Corne for the mame of
Chri 8 :

And(os fbee  gathered, This isthe laft parte of
thatwhich Ruth didin the fielde, . thewing her dili-
gence thee vfed in her labours, by wor ing out the
whole day vndill the Euening, and gathering an E:
pha of Batleys for by this appeareth, thatfheela-
boured as faithfully for her ftlfeand her Mother, as
if fhee had beene an hyred feruant, orher Mother
‘locking vppon her.* By the which is noted vnto vs,
. .thediligence of Children and Seruauntes, in their la~
- bours ard bufinefle of their Maifters and Parentes,
for they muft rot fecke or couet to pleafe them with

eve feruice, buttheirduties arerequired, as well in
the time of their abfence as in their prefence, u
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Be Ruthes, my beloued in this point,: whofoeuer are
bond or frqu;rthcy whichare fasthfullin alittle halbe
- made great rulers,and they which hauc notbeene faith< -

fullin the earthly wreafures, fhall neuer bec truited - with

the heauenly. By this alfo they may learne, which'think
they may lawtullie take their cafe iu their owne bufines;
but wee fee by this exargple of Ruth, that religion bin~
deth vsto beas diligent in our own,as in another mans
trauaile, committed votovs vpon truft, for as to him_
we are faithfull, becaufe wee receiue wages, foin our
owne we muft bee painefull leaft the Lord arifc againft
vs for the mifpending of ourtime, weowe more dutie
toour heauenly father, then toallthe carthly maifters

of the world. I

Againe, the quantity of her gathering ishere defcri-
bed, to be anephaofbarley: - forthe vnderftanding
] whereof,we muft note that there werethree kindes

Leui, 19.26 meafures among the Hebrewess whichare mentioned
& 27 .16s inthe fripture: the firft was an homer, which was the
‘E20.10.3 ¢ meafiire of Manna that the [.ord allowed to euery hou-

: _ fhold when they were wandering in the wildernes; and
contayned of our Englifh meafure, fixe pintes, and
fomewhat more; the %econd meafure was a hin, which

~after our mlg.\furc contained ten pintes, andfomewhat
more, the third wasan Epha, which is this that meafu-
tedthebarley of Rurk, and it contained ten homers,
which commethto fixty piates, which being denided
by eight, amounteth to the quaatitie of feauen gallons
" and one poteell, which jsa bufhell lacking one potzell,
after our Englifh meafure, By the which we may ob-
ferue,hqw largely the Lord prouided for Rurb, by the

- libérality of Boez, for the gathered moreinone da
theh otherwife thee couldin two orthree:  where. the
. Lord himfelfe fheweth vs how fthee tooke the curtefis
of Boaz,and the feruantes {cattered for her according
‘to their maifters commandemente, thather hand might
be quickly filled, hertrauailethe morc eafed, herlabor
better rewarded,& finally mother & daughtérbeeboth
more comfortably refrefhed with their kinfinans kind-
nes.  dndwhen fpe ook Gp. The day being cnd;{l 8{

ut



Ruth wearied with her vawonted and yet diligent tra-

‘aile,vp fhe taketh her bundell of corne, and the fcraps.
of meate fhe thad referued,and trudgeth to hermother, -

that the might vnderftand ofher good hap, . and they
both together reioyce for the corne Ruth had gathe-
red; and the good will which Boaz had offered.” Out
of the which we may firft of all obferue a heauenly and
%:)dly example of obedicnce and loue toward her mo«
£2®r inlaw,for wee fec in this place, that the dooth not

- onely labour for _her living, but refretheth her with -
t which-was giuen her to fatisfic her owne hun‘§’et; )
as

while the was.in theficlde in - her diligent labour.
itnoe fufficient for Ruth that fhee had left herpeople &
country to come with hér motherin lawe, - put fhee
muttalfo goc for her, fhe firing athome, in3 poore
and contermptible manner to gleanc in the fielde : orif
fhe did that willingly,yet muft Thee faue the-meat from’
F ownmouch,and putit into Naomies? Here wee fee
the failed in nothing that might eyther commend her
louedectare hor obedience,and fignific her care toward

Rooreand olde Naomi. her. deare and godly mother,,

And this teacheth vs,that we muft be Ruthes to our a-,
ged parears: we muft labour abroad and theymaft tary
at home; wee muft fer our nimble bones to the heauy
. bulines & their wearied bodics multreftin thehoufes ;.
Itisvngodlines to fay, that the olde man orwomaia;
fhall laboys-atd care for.our ‘wretched rioty; . apd cares
les expentes, butrathetlet the young gallant take his
owne;parentes vppon-his backe , carry them:from theiz

- TheRewardof Religion, 141

houfe of trouble.to the hatbour of peace. - -Ler Efau & Gen.sz,.

Tacobhynevenifon for Haack, forhee is olde andmuft
tarry athome. Let Iacob and little Tofeph tarry in their
Tents, . and the lufty youthes his (onnes ang brethren

lie in the fieldes and keepe their fathers fheepe,and ra« Ge8-27,

ther then old Tacob fhould 80, lét yong Iofeph trudge
to his brethrey though hee be fold for hie labour, . Let
Ruth-go gleane for Naomi, and not Naomi for’- Ruth,

or this is-the firft -commdundement with promife,

But o the gracelefle generations of our vaigodly age,
wheremen are become -fo gender ouer their difobedi-

ent

"': -
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entbroode, thatin their labours they will fpare their

waaton Children,and wearetheir crazed cakarfes, they-
had rather putboth feete into the' graue by their ouer
labours, then bring their vritaimed ftceres, and varuelie’

- heyfers, their (onnes and daughters to the yoke of dili-'

Sent trauaile,  Andthefe graceles impes, will looke
and laugh vppon their parentes, and fay, itdoeth their
oldebodiesgood :  And dothitfo? why, itis better:
fora tyred horfe torunnea race, thenfor arefty pal-
fray? You are ready mough to catch that which is good
fremyour parentes, why take yee not their labours,:
if they bee fo good forthem ? No, no, you ‘are-the

heauinefle of your parentess _youthoulde bec oliues -

to make them looke chearefully, but you are orions
that make them weepe bitterly,  But yet fet not Ruth:
and the godly exhorte vsinvaine, fotif wee doo the
Labour, wee fhall haue their hyre, if wee honour- our
parentes, withour aftions and deedes, as we dae with
our wordes, then fhall our dayes bee multiplyedin the
land,or elfe our liues fhall bee thortened with vatimelie
d;g:ind our pofterity rooted out by theiuftindgemér
° , ; T .o

Secondly, by this exaﬁngile of Ruth, hat fhee |

brought hermother of that which fhechadleft?  wee
learne this doétrine;  if ourfriendes giue vsliberally ,
and wee haue plentié, Iet vs not confume -all wiorr
ourfelues, butlet vs referue fome for other, e
our Sauiour had twife feafted many dionfandes, filt
there was fomething left which hee commfaunded to-
bee taken vppe, thewing vs thereby, if God Liberallie
pourc out his benefites vppon vs, itis fiot that wee
thoulde the' more notoufly lauith them -out vp-
pon meateor pleafure: for itis 2acommon aunfwere
in thefcdayes, if wee reprooue Gamefters for - their
z’hy,' - drunkardes for their coftes, and proud performes

rindecent apparrell, whereiti cuery - one fpendetls

more ther woulde faffice twoe or .three poore per- -

fonnes, - they will tell vsthey lxo'cndc nothing bar thele

owae, and what haite weto -do withi it 2But wee re-

plye, thapthey fpendc mors thenss theis ow«n,for:sh}e]
St

e
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earthis the Lords, andallthat thercinis. Theyare -
but ftewards of their goods, and not Lords and ma-
fters, and therefore they fhall giue account for euerie
- penny mifpent, whenit fhall notprofite themrto fay,
" we wafted our wealth at dicing and gaming, we con-
fumed our landes by cating and drinking , and fpent
thus much money in gaye apparrell, andotherbra- -
neric, o ' -
Secondly,God gaue them thofe bencfites, notfo
much for tg,cmfclucs s for others:for as the Sunue fhi-
'neth not fot itfelfe but for vs, the carth bringeth foorth
fruit, notfor it felfe, but for vs3 fo wealthy men, are
not wealthie for themfelues onely, but for al the poore
membets of Chrift, that they might liberally beftow
vponothers.  THe heathen King Afluerus, making 2 .
feaftto all his Empire, yethe gaucthis law, dhatnone po s
fhould bee compelled to drinke or to eate more thea =%
they needed or pleafed : fo abhominable is gluttony,c-
uenin'fiaturey - thatit hurteth man, fpoyleth beaftes,
and killeth the fruits of the carth : for the rankeft corne
is none ofthe beft. Then hecreis temperahse by this
example commaunded : * For the Phiﬁ;t’ion‘s fay, that,
itis moft wholfome tp come and rife from meate
with an hungrie ftomacke, and the word of God {ayth,
that wee muft cate for ftrength and naturé, notfor
appetite and drunkenneffe. Butoh that our fatte Ba-
fanites would admitte this as 2 wholfome and 3 godly
dotride, then woulde not their bellyes and paunches
growfo greatas theyare,  northeir heartsfo hard- -
necd againft the poore  : * for their dogges thould goe
empuc,theyr aboundance would bee mnifhed , theyr .
gluttonies aud drunkennefle banithed., their plea-
fures nnd delights expelled,and their pride and apparell .
“bee humbled, and their godly and ncedie brethren
fuccoured. ‘ ’ '
Thirdly, by this wee note, that ' the pooreft -
muft ftrive to beftowe fomewhat vato theyr bre<
. thren that wante, yea, though they fparé it fiom
theyr owne necefsities : bt efpecially children to
tharparents,  and one kinfman to another : df:“
. , 9
—-——— " @
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thus wee fee Ruth doeth,thee [pared when thee hadi™
nough, and that fhee gaue t6 her mother that wanted*
3 Which godly kindnes putteth vsin minde of the poore
widdow ir the Gofpel, that came and gaue twoo
Luk21.2. nies into_the Lordes. treafurie, and the Lorde doth
greatly commend her for it,aboue the rich offering s of
the wealthie : asif alittle thing that a. poore man doth,
weremore accepted then the multitudes of rich men,
Indecde to the world the largeft gift maketh the grea-
teft (hew,. butto the Lord ﬁae Brde portions of 2 wila {
ling minde,ifit be buta cup of cold water, isgreater |
then theflefh pots of Egypt, and all the daintic fare of
the King of Babilonscourt. For our Sauiour encoura-
- geth vsiy this meanes that they:which haue lile o .
giue thould not abftuine, but certtinely know thatthe:
.. - Lordlooketh outhehcart, noton thehand, onthe ‘
: minde, not on the gift, for that which in the prefence of
the worldis defpifed, inthe fight of God is beft 2c-
“ ecpted. Therefore euery one muft looke to deale fome
good be their liuing,bee it neuer fo fmall, for as thercis
no hearbe, but it yeeldeth fome fruite fo there muft be
no.man barhee mult giue fomewhat, thatfo he might
ful Ul theglorieof theGofpell, - ' :
— Butbepmothersimlaw. - Heere inthis verfe Naomi
feeing the plentic of the ‘gleaned corne, and referued
) viQuall,like a-godly woman falleth to prayer fora blefe
firz vpon Jnn that had giuen fo liberally vato Ruth:

_ which ipasathank(giniag tor the beaefitreceiued : and’
afterward fheequeftioneth with Ruth, where fhee had
gheanedshat day ,- Ruth'telleth herin the poffefsion of -
Boaz.: L.l . o ' RN

Where wee fitft of -allinote the ductie of parents to
theirchildsen ; | and mafters fo their fernanes, which isy
ta.call thémte-areckaning where and howe ‘theybe- -
fow theirtime, therefore favth Naomi, wherehaft ™ - |
thou gatherad to day, ' and where-haft thou wrought:
Condemning shis (oftncfle & fuffering in fach kinde of -
parents, as-are afraide to fpeake to their children & fer-
uants,not foo their worke,but for their ‘mifpending the
~ Sabbaoth,theidle iourneyes they make to tauernes and
- playes,

.
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{hycs,to featting and d>uncing, fhould bee txamin
y their goucrnours as Naomi doeth Ruth,where h
thou wrought to day? Whofe bufinefle was thou imi+

. ployed in? what place did- call thee from thefertice of

God? and what motion did caufe theeto dithonout
the Sabboth? No,no,they can fuffer them to violate the
Lords day in pleafure, that they might drudge all the
wecke acht in their worldlytrauailes, Why dothnot
fome man giue recreation to his feraauntes of his owne .
fixc:but they muft robbe the Lord of the{eauenthalfo:
How vnequallis this,to put him out that hath butone
art, and to fcore him vp that hath fo many.l amper-
waded that of all other tokeris of irreligion among vs,
there is none greater then this, to fuffer our children
and feruantes to violate the Lordsowne day, thatthey
might the mere willinglie labour and trauaile for them
onthe weekedayes, But yet letthe authority of pa-
rentes remaine, that God hath giuen this power vato
them, andletthe duety of Cbildgr'cn and feruauntes ap-
peare,that as Ruth gineth anfwere to Naomi from pomne

- topoiat,how and wherefhice ‘applyed hertime, euen

fo they arc bound vpon paine of God his eternall curfe,
to giuc willing and gentle accounts to them when they
are demaunded infuch like matters. :
Secondly, by this prayer of Naottii, Bleffedbe heof -
#he Lordthat kwew thee. "that is,which approoued thee
andfhewed thee fauour,wec note this to bee our ducty
to pray for our benefaltots,feeing wee cannot rewarde
them,fo doeth Naomi irt this place, and fo doeth Paule 4Tt i3
for Onefiphorus, that the F.ord wouldfhew mercy yn- ¢ ¢
to himin the day of his appearing: teaching vs that our
fpirituall prayers are more neceflary for them then their

" temporall benefites are for v3,aud thereforc et vs learn

to pray aright feeing it is our duty to pray for our frends . .. -
Thefe paitited prayers of many which come from the

lips or from wicked hartsate fuch as the prayers of roa+

guing begdars at eitery dore forbafe relicfe, - and-allo

the commoneft thatare among many poore peoplein

thefe dayes,ate abhomination, inthe eyes ofthe Lorde,

1o benefite to them {or.wﬁogie they are vetored; - ;;:

- %
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the payfon of thofe that thus do vie them. Therefore

- beloucd, learne to account of them as they are,cloudes
) carricd about with euery winde, welles and no water,
great woidss, butno grace n them, ftoppe your eares
atv theie  bread prayers, and withdraw yoar handes
irogxl; giuing any reliete to them that abufe this heauen.
clling.
:Y Then [«d Naoms.Tn this verfe Naomi repeateth her ™
Enycr,aud addeth areafon of the fame, becaule hee
ath nor ceafedto doo good toward” the lining, and
toward the dead, thatis, he did goodto my hufbande
and children shen they were aline, and nowtovs
their potterity, they being deade, for doinggood ta
* wsfor their akes, they doo it to them s foreyther inz
terpretation will itand.  For we muft notimagine, thae
¢his Liberalitic docth any good to them thatare dead.
becaule they were in Moab, thefe in Tuda, they were
confumed intherr graues, and vnfit for any bencug~
fence, astor th¢ir_%oulcs they needed no earthly be-
+ neficence :for thacremaineth tru: for ener which Salo-
mon faieth, theliving know that they fhall die, bue
the deade know nothing, nor yet haue they any more
Eccl,s § 6. part, [ccing theirremembrance is forgotten, the thin,
which they loued, and the thing which they hated, an
the thing they delired isnow perithed with them, ney-
ther hauc they any more partof all the thinges thatare
done vader the Sunne. By the which we may fee the des
. - Infion of them which teach v« to buye prayers and par-
© . donsforourfrendsthatare dead, that rgeu‘ paines may
; " bee cafed which now they endure:  for if nothing can
profite them thatis doncvader thefunnc, then neyther
our prayers nor-our putfes can giue them any relief,but
by thefe words we learn,that if we do good to'the chil-
S dren & widdowes of our deceafed fricnds,itis all one,1s
£33mi9, T if yee did good to their own perfons. Thus fid Naomi
inthis place, & thus Dauid dfd good to his friend Tona-
. thao being dead,when he did kindly. entreat Mephito-
Mat25.49, fheth hisfonae being aliue. The Lord himfelte pro- .
" zeftethin the Scripture, thathe did good to-the Iftaclits
and Iewes, for Abraham, Ifacke and Iacobes ﬁk:..‘

<
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and our Guiourin the Gofpel declareth, thatthe good
wee doe to the leaft of his brethren being on carth,
we doc itto him which raigncth in heauen, for this
* is the duetic of truc friendfhippe, to make much of our
fricndes when they are departed, tobea friend to their
friends, andto be an enemie to their enemies, asthe
Lord promifed Abraham.  Theréfore let vs cift away
this counterfait kindnes, and performe this godly
loue, wherein othersbefore vs haue walked, andas
wee were wont louingly to recciue” the parents be-
ingaliue, 6 lette vs iovfully entertaine the chil-
dren nowe thiey are deade. fortrue frendfhipe loueth

Gett.24,3 8,

at all tymes, ‘and godly kindnefle. muft neuer be,

temoucd, A wee wifh that others fhould vfe vs'
when wee are gone, -folet vs vic others now they are

. abfent.

L+ Moreower Naomi[syde, Tn thefe wordasthe gi-.
ucth comfortvnto Ruth’, fhewing her, thathis behes
tolence was caufclefle, fecing hee was ncere viito
them, and of their affinitic , becing an appoynted
" -perfon to redceme theirinheritaice, ~ For inth:lawe
ofthe Lorde, hee hath decreede for the poore of the
Iewes, that if any peron had folde his inheritance,
thenext.of his kindred might redeemeit, and re-
forcittothe family againe, which comming irito
she miride of Naomi, fhee hopeth that by this meanes
they fhouldcome to their inheritance “againe, fee-
ingBoaz, who was oac of the next.of her kin-
Aﬁrcd, had {0 courteotfly eamrteated thé widdow and
cyre. :

‘hath ower the poore; which by alawe decreed, that
they thould not for euer bee depriued of their inheri-
dance, for atthe fartheft they thould come to it a-
gaine, at the vecre of ITubile,” ‘And truely this lawe
‘becinig ceafed, becaufe the Zewes commoh-wealgh
\isucrthrowne, yer the Lord exccuteth the famhe in
fome: meafure among & the Gentiles dayly, Fornowe
-wee may fee and heare, how hee exalteth many from
thedut, to walke and fitee with princes: howe hee

Pro.17,1y

Lehinga 25
Deui2§.5.6

- Whereby wee note the great care that the Lorde

Ls gi.l’.:lh~
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giucth great poflefsions vato them whofe fathers had
not one foote of land,and cafteth many from their va-
lawfulltitles. And cuery day wee heare of fome caft
. downeand humbled,and otherslift vp & exalted. Whe
~doththis? butthe hand of the almightic, that putteth
_'downeHaman, and raifeth vp Mordechai : refufeth
Saul,and choofeth Datid:remcoueth Abiathar, and e~
ftabl theth Sadoch : banitheth thebnah, and aduanceth
Eliakim: and finally, thatinfewe ages changeth all
things : Therefore promotion commeth neither from
the Eaft,nor from the Weft, nor from the wildernefle,
But from the throne of the Lord of hofts, which ope-~
neth,and no man fhutteth, hnmbleth, ead no manfec-
tethvppe, exalteth, and noman cafteth downe, and ru-
Jeth the courfe of all mankind by his vachangeable de-
cree. Letnotthen the mightieft bee proude for theyr
honour and dignitie, for the Lorde deftroyed the A-
- makims great Princes and Giants, before the family of
Caleb : much more will hee doe thofe that are lifted vp
by their wealth, that fhould rather caft them downe : &
letvsdoe gdbd to thofc poore brethren among vs, for
they fhall bee lifted vp to riches,when the greateft and -
wealthicft among vs fhall be caft downe into pouertie.
Butin this matter wee fhall haue more occafton to
fpeake in the fourth Chapter, '
. But Rethfayde. In this verfe Ruthmaketh rela-
. tion of thefe things which Boaz fayde vnto her, and
aying for 2 blefsing vppon him, becaufe heevouch-
gfed to take herinto the companie of his maydens,
and gaue herleaue to -LEadser to the ende of harucft.
So-thatin this place by thefe wordes of Ruth, wee
hanean example of perfect thankfulnefle, omitting
nothing that might ferae to commende the kinden
of Boaz : andalfo of woman-like and godlic mo~
deftie, that concealeth the caufe of all this courtefie,
- which was her owne commendation, as already wee
_haue fhewedyou. Sotha it is no part .or poynt
- of godlidefle, to doeasour cuill conditioned and in-
- gratefull perfors doe, which omitte that which fer-
weth moft for (o commend theirbenefactoss, an(i to
- EY ay :
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liy all the prayfe vppon theyr owne defertes, B
Salomon willed that anothermans, and notour owne
mouth thould prayfe vs : and moft vngodlye it is,
when men will not in fo ample maaoner confefle
the benefites they haue receiued of other, ~ but by

all meanes extenuate them, which makethmenvn.

willingto doe any good, becaufe they can haue 5o
thankes for their labour. And this it is that caufed
couctoufnes and briberic, extortion and vfury, to en-
tervpon thejr bodies and wealth,  that would not gra-
tific with kind and deferued reports.  Sothat nowe
men will pleafe themfclues with money and rewards, -
that would haue beene fatisficd with thankfull words:-
whichis aiuft iudgementvppon the world,that would
not be contented to recompence kindneffe for kinde-
nefle, andare now plagued with couctoufneflc for
kindnefle. : ' :
Wherefore Naomi. ‘This isthe laft parte of this
confcrcn‘;eor Dialogue , .wherein Naomi counfelledh
Ruth to follow and take the proffer of Boaz,and abide
with his maydens, to auoydcall dangers, ifthe reapers
denic her in another ficlde. ‘Where wee firft of alt
- note, thatifwee acquaint our parents and fricndes,

* - with our a€tions and enterprifers, it might goe farre

better with vs in the thin ges of this life, for their a--
ged counfell which they haue bought with ‘much
experience, may ftay our vafteddy minds with thevs
approoued aduife : Ruth in this place, declaring the
courtefie of Boaz, hath it confirmed with the counfel}
of Naomi, and grounded vppon a reafon which fhee
knewe not, nor fear8d not. For fhee though, thag
in cuerie place - fhee fhould haue found the likg
entertainement, and the reapers that then were;
would o continue to . the ende of harueft, but Nao-
mi knewe they were often changed, and fo in theend -
it might fall ‘out otherwife, then Boaz appoyn-
ted,or Ruth expe@ed,And this (mee thinketh ) decth
. ~dbewvnto'vs what manner perfons parcats oughs
o bee : forif children want comnfell, ;fcy fhauld beg
CR Ls adwifed
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aduifed by their parents :if comtort,it fhould be mini-
thed by parens,if necedaries, they thould bee prouided
by parents :1f inftruction, they fhould bee guided by
parents:& finally,if corre€tion , they fhould bee orde-
red by parents : which is n::t oncly to bee withed, bus
isrequired ofthe Lorde that they bring them vppe

- inthe feare and nurture of the Lord. And if this were

‘du::{‘wdghed. and reuerently confidered, as Eliahas
sloake parted the waters of Tordan, fo this would
partafunder, and breake off many thoufand marriages
mour daies,where parents are not able to counfell, nor
willingto bee counfelled, which if they would th
had not beene married, This I fpeake, notto thedif-
credite of Marriage, ~ but oncly to exhort, as from the

~Lord, that thofe which either are, or intend to be mar-

ried, would looke ot wrayaile firt for wifedome, and .
then for wiues, firft for vertue, and then for husbandes,
whercin, if they follow my aduife, Yaffure them theyr
marriages will be much merrier, and their pofterive
rouch happier. . B :
". Secondly,by this wee gather, that itisa daunge-
rousor indecent thing, for women to trauaile or
worke alone ‘without any company, for the weakeft
are fooneft opprefled, and women are quickly con-
quered. ngnow Dinah trauailing alone, was taken
andrauifhed by Sichem: and Abigairwhcn fhe went to
vacific the wrath of Dauid , tooke feruants with her, as
1 thisplace Naomi counfelleth Ruth, to abydein
the company of the (crmants of Boaz, accountin
iranindecent and vnfeemely thing for women an
maydens, 1o hee feenc alon®® And suely if fer-
uauntsin our dayes had manye times more tompa-
pie, there would bee lefle difhoneftic -among them;

" for wee kniow and fee to our griefe, that the daylve
and vfuall familiarite of a fewe, hath bredde foma

difeafe in our Chuxch , and diftemper in ourcomimhon~ -
wealth,  This1 fpeake, thateuen in thefc dayes of
ptace, menwould bee more carefull ouer daugh-
!cré and {erpannts, and pot to employe them fo
Lo ok o com-
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€ommonly as they doe, iniourncyes and travaile and
folitary bufines,but for more aflurance keep them with

- company,which may be their defence agamftall dan-

gersif any happen,and the auoiding of difhonetty ifa--
ay be fo lightly difpofed, T
Thirdly,» by this wee noté what company ‘were’
beft for both kin}c of youthes, eyther young iren of
maidens, when Naomi faycth it issgood tor theeto
goe foorth with his maidens;; -that is, thou atta wo-
manyand abide among bis women and maidens ; fob
companions are neyther fit norlawfull,, maidens
among men, and menamong maidens , is for m:m?'
caufes difallowed. Firit, becaufc there “is no fuch
cquality in the fexe, that they might keepe together:
forifthey labour, it is not alike, “and if they iports,
their pleafures are contrary, - and if thcy dally it it

. flatiniquitie,  Inconfideradon whercof in olde time
the wiues had onc tent to dwell in, and the husk 1des -

another: Asweemay fee in Abrabam,in Sara, in

Lacob and his wiues,and like thisitis that Miriam. 2and .

the women of Ifracll prayfed God by themfelues after Gen.1fez0

their dcliuerance out of Egypt, and Moyles and Aaon G€n.37.32
her brethren,with all the nien of Tfracll by themfclaes. Exodgs.ze

And al{o we know how the virgins of Ifracll wene yppe

euery yeare into the wildemefle to lament and talke

with the daughter of Iephehath, Whereby weejre:

. taughr, that notonely for feare of daunger, bur alo for
modefty and confcience fake,we muft aueid thisming«
led companies of men and women, exceptin necefli-

e oc:agom,as prayer prinately and'publikely, com-

munication of godly pretended - mariiages “and fuch Tup,12. 37.
likebufineffle. Whereby alflo wee fce at oncé condeme

‘ned the feafting, dauncing, meeting, playing, and' run-

ningof menand maidens together , without all re-

fpect of honefty and modefty. And that whichis worft
parentes and maifters will beholde their paflime, | and
delight in the yanitic of their wanton children, trayning’
them vppe in a diffolute life, ‘and commending their
indeceat and wafcemely behaviour.  Amend this neg- .
L . Lg ligence

- . -
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ligencein the fhell ofinfancie and your Children will .
gFowvpto you:lg\;eater comfort, and profper to theic
More happy welfare, and ‘the occafion of manie.
finnes will be cyt off, if wee follow the counfell of she
fpirit of God. S

«Andfe fhe abode. This isthe conclufion of this chap-
terand fecond part of this hiftorie,fhewing vato vs thae
Ruthfollowed the counell of her mother, abiding with

the maidens of Boaz to the end of barley and wheate
beructt,and afterwardes dwelleth with her mother again
where we obferucan other example of obedience in

‘Ruth,that hearkned to the voice of her mother, & went

- foorth with the maidens of Boaz, And furely itis coms

mouly frene, thatfuch asthc mother is, fuch is the
daughtersfor more Naomies would make more Ruths,
and moe good mothers would make more good daug-
ters ¢ Andinthefe dayesall the faultes of children may
iuftly be imputed to the folly ofparentes, as the olde
crabbe gocth,fo gocth the young,and as the old cocke
croweth,  focrowcth the young : a Serpent hatcheth 2
ferpent not ah eele,fo euill parentes bring foerth euill

: and vogodly children,but good Fathers by diligentin-

foh.fty. - ftructionandtender admonition, by praying with and

& 423,13 for their children,as Iob did,fhall liuc ta fee their geno-

¥ FSIYT rations as blefled as his was. - '

' Secondly,by this we learne an excellent example
of godly liberality, .inthat Boazfuffered Ruth to ga-

ther wheate as well as barley, the beft as ‘well as the

meaner . In like manner muftwee as willingly de-

part with, for Chriftes fake our wine as our water, our

. - drinke as our draffe, and as wee commonly fpeake;

’ . ‘qurwhite as ourbrowne: and trucly in this manie
good men offend, not becaufethey giue it not, but
becaufe they thinkeit too much to giue as if our beft

i _giftes were notheft accepted in the d(:refcnce- of God.

.Hee which fedde the Ifraclites with Angelles foode;
 woulde alfo that weefhould feede him in the godlic -

. poore with our worfhipfull and dainticft fare, ‘Thisl
- . fpeake pat, that thofe whichaske, Giguld bee dif-

canten~

'R
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con'ented with the meaneft and fitteft for them, for the
prouerbei s, beggers muft not  bee choofers, asit is
couetoufnes pot to vouchfafe the beft wee haue, (if need
require)to the poore, {o it is fcorncfulnefle for the
poore, like the Ifraclites which logthed Manna and de-
fired fleth to be difcontented with their neceffaric and
prefent foode,and to luft for that which is aboue their
vocation, But thevie of this pointis, to ‘perfwade to
* be like minded vato Boaz in this,to the godly poore,
that wee cucrie one without partialitic or grudging,whé
neceflitic requireth giue our gold as well as our filuer,
and diftribute our dcarcftalmes to our pooréftbrethren,
" Thirdly, harueft being done, Ruthabideth with
hermotherinlaw , for none of the godly will makea
dayly and continuall rade of asking almes, orforfake
their own parentes or poore habitations, for worldlig
refpectes,as appeareth by this example of Ruth. Forit
is no'doube,fhe fared well cucry day with the feruantes
of Boaz,and much betterthen her poore mother could
.prouide for her athome, but fhee isnot drawen away
therewith,but s as contented to cate the huugry morfels
with her mother athome, as the plentiull abroad. And
itis great pittic any fhould bee fuccoured, which are not’
contented to liuchardly athome, and then-to aske,:
_ whenthereis no other honeft meanes lefteo live. And
+ this condemaeth the commyon walking mates, which
baue ncither houfes norhonefty, and itis greatsft pit-
tie that they fhould bee eyther fuccoured or fuffered fo
toro doe, forthey aredrones which neuer come in .
hiues butto the hurt of othersthey wafte all, but getno-
thing,neyther hauc thev any other care, but tocharge
the godly and charitable people .  Vnto fuch giue not’
aswe baue often fiid, for they which will notliue of the
" fweare of theis browes, let them not cate of the breade
of our labours. Now let vs giue praife to God,

The end of the feuenth
La&ure.
o < . The ‘
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Thc, eight Lecure.

. Chap.3.ver. 1,2.3.4.5.Ge

3 Afrerward, Naomiber mother inlaw [4id $1 to bes,
Jralli ot [eeke reff for thee mydanghses, that thou masf
profper. L :
2. Andwew, ssnet Boaz, owr kinfman with who(e maide,
tbp; was, behold be winnoweth barley in the floore ths,
wight. : o :
3 wafbsheetherefore and annoint thee, and pot om thy
clsthes ,and goe dewne into the floore, and let wot she mam
lpow theeSutill hee haue madc an end to cat wd

Mo )
4 But whew bee lieth downe make the place where he

byeth:shem come thewund Sucouer the place (f bis - feet
andlse dowme andbee [ball tell thee what thew fbalt do,
S Awdfbee [aidSute ber,whatfoener thaw baff comm an-
dedmetharwilllde

6 And [0 fbee went downe into the floore,and did altoges
ther ashermother inlaw bad commanded her.

=THis thirde Chapter is the fecond occafion of
o BS-dthis marriage,  wherein Naomi efpeciallie
Sy '{-«? Kldcaleth withRuth,  how fhee fhould make
Ko Wo¥lknowne her fute to Boaz. The whole
Chapter hath thefetwo partes, firft, the cauafell of
Naomi to Ruth, fecondly, the effe& of that counfell,
The counfellis contained ir thefe fixe verfes now read,
confifting alfo of two partes, firft,  her care fdr}{utk,\
verfe 3, that her defire is to procure her profperitie:fe-
condly, the means whereby Ruth mightperforme that
which the aduifed : firft, becaufe Boaz was then alonc
in the floore winnowing of barley ; fecondly, fhee muft
s‘rxe“pm herfclfe to go to him, firft,in her body by wa-
ing and annointing it fecondly, in herornament,

 that fhe put on her beBcloathes, ‘and fo go downe to

the

—
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the floore : after thee wascome thether.thee inflructeth

. her,hawto behaucher felfe : firt by keeping out of
his fight and knowled. e,tillhe had fupped : {ccondly,
by marking the place ofhis bed,and lying down at his
fecte,and declaring her fute vato him:& that hee would

tell her what fhee fhould doe, Afterall this Ruthfro- -

mifeth obedience, vefe. 5. 6.and accomplitheth her
mothers defire,  Of thefe parts let vs bricfely fpeake
as 'the fpirit of God thall afsiftvs, and the ume per-
mit. :

Afterward Naomi. Inthefewotds is declared vato

- -wsthe great carc that Naomi had of her diughter in

1aw Ruth, for they are thus much in effe@. Nowe both
* ofvsare inquiet, and peaceable reft at home, yet Ifee
ghat our weltare cannot alway endure , for Iamolde,
and the graue gapeth after mee, thouart yong,anda
good mariage tarrieth for thee: itis my dutie to looke

or thy welfare,and to prouide for thy continuall reft i

1betaken away :and being carefull ofit, Thaue nowe
inuented the means,&c. Qut of the which we mote thefe
two profitable do&trines. :

Firft, thatitis the dutie of parents to p'r;:i?de for

their children’, when themfclues fhall bectaken away,
yea,though chey haue no certaine affurance, whether
they fhall neede it or not. This wee may fec here prac-
tifed by Naomi: for thee was neuerin better cafefince
her arriuall at Bethlehem, then fhee was atthis prefent:
Harueft was ended, prouifion obtained, houthold fur-
nithed, & thefe pwo poore widows liued louingly toge -
ther,yetthen wefeein her beft eftate fhee is mioft care-

full for the mariage of Ruth. And trucly this is required.

ofall them thathaue any children, to prouide for them
that they fhould notcarc onely for their prefent main-
tenance, butalfo for theirfuture commoditie, And
shis makethmany godly perfons to maruaile, why
men;doe trouble their {onﬁcs with theyr children,

whenthey are able honcftlyeto prouide for themas -

broade, Why then doe many permitte and fuffer
theyr fonnes and daughters, to fpend the beft of theyr
youth in fingle cftatc, when it is rather xequti;:;l

L
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that while they areyoung, they fhouldbeebeftowed®
‘Truely this maketh fo many mariages a%ain& the pa-
rents mindes, when they arenegligent to looke to their
" children, &then the childrenprouide for themfelues.
Maen looke for offers, as the matiner looketh for wind,
.and when the wind ferueth, theddefalleth, fomany
. * would prouide for their children whéitis toolate, This
.| iniuryisall heaped onthe children, they match without
wealth or blefsing, they are detained in the beft time
of their dgics,anf ﬁn:?y, are difcredited by their own |
parents. - Would God, youthar are naturdll’ parenes
would learne of Naomi, which was but a ftepmother,
8he differred not the time, fhee knew itafinne againft
nature, that youth fhould bee wafteid, and not in mar-
riage,fhe had a confcience of her duetie, anda cateto
her daughter fnlaw, that her welfare mightincreafe,
her folitarie lifc bee comforted,her name aduaunced, &
-~ herreligion rewarded, with a temporall blefsing of a
godly husband,and eternall faluation in the kingdome
of heauen, . . Co
Secondly, by this wee gather that for many éanfes
. marriage is bétter then the vamatricd eftate, if with the
Veteg.  feareof Godit bevadertaken, For in this place Naomi
, calleth it reft)as fhee did in the firft Chapter: and thiere-
fore by relation,the ynmarried Lifeis difquietnes,and as
reftisbetter then trouble, fo the married life is better
then the other. And truely,in the vamasried life’, ‘wee
find many inconuenicnces: Firft, the heart is neuer fa-
tisfied : 12 aman haueriches, honour, pleafure, health,
and fauour,yet wanting a conttenient marriage, hee is
fiot at reft,but defireth that. If he be in ficknes, the di-
Jigence and care of a wife is better then a phifiion,Na-
ture biddeth him marry to increafe his name. » The
world biddeth him marric to multiplic mankind, The
Lord biddeth him marry, to prepare fome heyres for
the kingdome of heauen :'So thatif nature,world, and
religion require it who fhall fpeake againftit: Second-
ly,in thevnmarried cftate,is either too too much folita~
tineffe, of too too much pleafure:themeané betweene
bothis mariage, where hee fhallalway find companit.

\
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o expell ‘forrow, and i care to drine away ouer
merty paftimes , it callcth aman ta prauitic. it adme-
nitheth of death, it theweth the world to bee vanitie, & -
hath no hope but inheauen. Therefore Salomon fpeas
king of eur kinde, and alluding to both,faith: Hee that
findeth a wife, findeth 2 good thing, and receiueth fa-
uourof the Lord : cuen{o may.a woman Gy,if fhe find .
4 godly husband, fhee hath a great fanonr.” Chrift -
keth.greateft delightin his Church, andhis Churchin
Chnfr Such is marriage, whenthe heart of onerefteth
m another, thatis the reft whichisto becrequired. As
for temporall blefsings which furtherit, they muft bee
foughtfor by diligent labour, and prayed for by faythe
full fupplications,becanfe itis the Lord that giueth po-
werto getriches, gracetoviethem, and his ble(sing
toincreafe them. W ccknow, all the fathers fo foone as
their children were growenvp, they willed and withed
them to marrie,that their minds might firft bee ftayed

. athome,as it wese the foundation, andthen their 2&i-

onswould bee wifer abroad, which would make a per-
fe@t building, But fome will 2y, Paule aftirmeth , i
Isnot good foramanto. touch 2 woman, that s, to
marry. Launfwere, that faying of Paule is becaufe of
toublesthat are incident to marriage, by reafon of
the wickednes of the world, The Marchant that ventue
reth on the Sea,hath greatcft gaine, and fodainet loffe,

. motasifthe feawere in faule, but becaufe the formes

fall onthe fea,cuen fo, ifany finde their marriages bit-
terviito them,  letthem know, the faultis not in the
thing, but in the time, place,or perfons © and though
troubles follow itiitis but fower fawee to fweete meat:

. asthe farnace doth purge the golde, that theyrloue

-might be manifefted, their fidelizie tryed,their patience
ap‘frooucd »and their religion, if they haue any, decla-

. Againe, they will obic®, .the fame Apoftlc fayth in
the fame Chapter,He that giuethto martiaﬁc«do wel,
- but be dhat gruethinotto marriage doth beferstherfore )
the vataried lift isbetter then the maried : to which
Lanfwese, firft, be fpeaketh jo them thathaue the gif;z_
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ofchattitic, but wee know the feweft part arc eadued
therwith : Secoadly,his fpeech is for thofe troublefome
dayesof perfecution, when the faithfull werc in conti-
puall roubles and feare of their liues, then was it bet~
ter to dicfingle ; then leaue many helplefic widdowed
behinde; that they might the beteer flic in - daunger,be
conftantin afflition, and haue no letsor pul-backes,
. tokecpethem from Chrift: fo hee wifbeth and prote-
fteth, for their troubles were meanes to keepe them 1
frommiriage, in which feofe the Apoftle calleth it
better notto marrie, and yer yecldeth the other to be
good and lawfull, But in times of peace, where there
1s plentie and bibertie, the fwelling nature will not bee
appeafed but onely by marriage, where the gift is not,
and the Apoftle faith in thofc daungerous times, that it
was better tomarrie, then to by, thatis, tobee
vexed with the dayly defire,, through the feeling of our
owne necelsitic, . ‘
Thirdly, ‘they mayobiec that the vimarried care ‘
for the things of God', but the married to pleafe their .
*husbandes and wiues : to the which [ aunfwere, thae
* marriage hindreth not the feruice of God, but furthe-
reth itin many refp. s, firft, becaufe a houthouldiss i
litde Church, where the marricd perfons arethe mini- |
fters of theirfamilie , by private inftrution to drawe !
both children and feruants tg the kingdome ofhea-~ ‘
uen.Secondly, it putteth theW¥in minde of the loue of
- -Godto them, whenthey loue one another : andadmo-~
nifheth them of their duties, which is to loue God a-~ K
gaine. Thirdly, they haue moe priuate blefsings, .as
. the fealés of God his fanour toward them, whichal- -
fo ftirreth them vp to ferue the Lord.  Fourthly, two
! arebetter then one : for if one be negligent in the wor-
fhip of God, the other may whet his fellowesoa, and
their prayers are more acceptable, becaufe the number 1
ofthem that pray is greater, andif any omitte thefe |
duties, the faulis in the perfons, not in the marriage:
forthatisit which the Apoftic Saint Paule condeni-
veth, ‘when eyther partie are fo much inclised 0o one

cr
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© qnother, that they weigh not the loue ofGod, and cara ’
ot heancaly thinges, forthe fondnes ouer thamfclnas
‘and trauaile for earthlic commoditics: butwee muft -
bee married, as if wee were vnmarriedin this refpegt,
we muft vie the world asif we vieditnot, and mof" ce
inthe company of onc anothery as if we reioycednot,
Therefore to conclude, mariage is honourable in al,in-
ftituted by God himfclfe,obferucd by the fathers before
Chrift,both princes, Pricftes,and Prophetes.commaun-

ded by our Sauiour and his Apcftles to bec vndertaken,

. thatfuch perfons as haue not the gifte of Codrinencic,
might marry and keepe themfelues thevadefiled mem-

bers of Chriftes mifticallbodie. Letvs thenbee ex-
horted to bee patient in the troubles thataccompanie

- i? for a]:hougg abitter fhell do compaffethe nut, yet
how fwect is the kernell that lycth within : although it
‘haue as snany miferics, as the winter hath colde dayes,

. yetvafpeakeableis the comfort of it, to them that are
cquallic minded. And as ourlabourin innocencie was

- nothing butpleafure which now is nothing butforrow,
So marriage wasthen more fwecter, though naw for
finneit is become more bitters but the hardieft 1a-
bour hath fome profite and the pooreit marriage hath
much comfort , Butmoft accurfed are they which
for to auoide the troubles they haue conceiued of ma-
Tiage, do giuc their bodiesto moft filthy whoredomes

and wretched adulteries : Of whome Saint Paul fayety,
That God fhall indge them, that isvtterly condemne
them: for they fha%l necuer bee made the members of

7 Chrift,which haue incorporated them to bee the mem-

bers of harlots,and heyres of cternall and cuerlatting di

' ' paton. )

"‘ Andis mot Boaz. Asin the former verfe wee

R

~

hauchearde the diligent  carcfulnefle of Naomi, for
Ruth, to prepare her fome ret, thatis, a marrie
agc, Sonow weearc to cntreate or fpeake of the
meanes whereby this might bee accomplithed which
Naomi expreflcthin this verfc to this effe,By my ddi-
ly fudy Ihaucfounde ous a meanes, whereby thou

: : mayeft

D
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mayeft come to more continuall reft, Boaz, with whof®
madeosthou haft gleaned and did fo curtroufly en-
treate thee, hiee is our kinfman and defendour by the
law, and euen now heeisalone in the floure, winnow-
ing his barley,to whome if thou wilt go,and follow my
sounlell,hee will thew thee the way thaetendethto thy

- wealth, ! ,

Out ofthe which wee gather an example of auncient
nobility,how they followed not their dayly, pleafure, -
but continuall Libour, how they honoured the wealth
that God hath giuen them, with the diligent labour of
their owne perfonnes :  that éuen this pooreft worke

Tud,6.11. of winnowing and threfhing aswee reade of Gedeon

was not onelv committed of their feruanntes, bue
performed by themfelues, Whereby wee are taughe
that it isno fuch vafeemely thing as many would make

- itfor men of wealth, to follow their baleft laboures .

_This Boaz had a Prince to his Grandfather,and hee was
 the heyre vato all his poffeflions, yet here wee find him
alone winnowing his owne corne. Wee reade of Iudaks
the fonne of Tacob,a progenitour of this Boaz, * that he

Gen,3 & 13. Wentin his owne perfon to the fhearing of his theepes

2.53m.13.
2.f.

and {o did the fonnes of king Dauid,” when Ammon
was {laine by theferuantes of Ablolon. becaufe heede-
filed his fifter Thamar. Examples of this are more plea-

tiful,thent"e time will (uffer me torehearfe, which are
lefttovs for patternes of thankefulnes, in their diligée
Liboutsand witnefles of our vaworthines in all our
pofleffions, Adam couldenot dwell in paradice except
wn his own perfon hee tilledit, but many withvs, I

thinke wonld deride him and all their Fathers,  if they

faw theminany thing but the Gentlemans trade: for
being hindered neithet by the Magiftracy, fior by the
miniftery, they had rather foltow hawkingothunting
gaming or playing, then at any time to foyle their
handes with their own labours, but watting  their wealth
in vaprofitable pleafure,while they might encreafe their
fubftance by godly trauaile. Caft’ away therefore this
worfhipfull idlenes, for men thinke nothing maketh.

¥m Gentlemen by abftincace  frawn bodily fabour ,
' ¢ ) whcre
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wh aris to be thoghe of flarching,becante the gadly are. .

ana ch’ troubled thepewath : : for fome thinkeit viters

1y vnlawfull , foine ﬁlpgbfe itto bee. indiff rent, .bue
otherimagine itto bee nectilaria b - and éuerie 'oncof

thofe d 6o mutualiie condemne one sn-other = There-

fore let vs heare the rea‘ons: thatare 'broughe: againttic; '
ifthey be weightie,receine them - if light aiud of litde

fb;::e, wee will leatie ¢ o the difcresion “of the faiths

- Firfyythey 2y againftisth at it confaneth: the graine

of wleate where of it:is made, fo that the fathe: which
wasordained for foode, is ranfferred'to un other vfe,
whidhisvnlawfall. To whichI aun{werd;: b was byle
ordayired for nouvithment as.wtll as whedte, . yet the
godly hight rake thatmafeco mfortible ieature, and
applyitto the gdorning and fetting foorth oftheir.bos

dies - which wasTawfull for them, : and therefore the

other forvs,ifit be aringly vied, But they will fay,
oyle was applyedro she body, but this is oncly' in \tzc

apparell, therefore thé reafon ofthemis notabke: Te

which Lanfwere: that whichis doncto theapparrell is '
done 1o che body,becaule itis donafedrhe bodies zke Gen.2 209
aswe tebdciof Tzaackey : winthimbellod the fauour of E-

faus garmeéts,that.[acob wore when he goschebitffing,
and vpon thatprencunced his blefling: ~ . 4o 21. 1 v,

_. Butthey reply againe,and fay it mantaineth pride,

and thetefore is vlawfdlll buo Imuﬁyc}\c;itisiardc
to cotidemne exaqpt-we knéw the' hirty rfor:thatisihe
feate of pride and morofapparrell.Againcgifany-docfo
“sbufe it, they more offende 1 that by a thoirfard parts,
‘thén if the thing:it felfe werc veeely ‘volawfull2. these=
ford the fault lrerly in vhd pecfons, notin the mmnner of
addreﬂmgthemfdlucs. o L rdeontinei e
. Burthdy obieétagaine. Thatitss: a geeat loffe
oftime, - foritasketh muchmore- tabaur: thes “fimple
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" alfoagainfttheother: fothat of the three former iudg-

ments, Fthinkeidt in the meane to: bee indifferent,
And thusin a worde,and briefly T hane touched it asa
thidg not worth any farther handling, and hauextiered

. ‘mypooreiudgementin the fame, inthe behalfe of

them thatindifferentlie vic it, becaufe fome haue flauns.
deroufly giuen ont, that none but prondand fingulas:
pefonsvie it, - others haue {cornefully aunfwered,”
that none but precife foolés- miflikeit,  Butlet vs in.

the fpirite of meckenes and gemlencs neither - cop- -

demne themthatvfeit, nor contemne thofe thatdoo:
forbidde it. Neither do. I fpeake this to peifwiadea-
0y fo imbrace it, whofe confciences haue alwayes been,

“againftit: but I charitably defire them, to' beare

witk their Brethren, andin thefe vnoeceffaric trifles
to {uffer all the faithfull to enioy their Chriftian liber
ty. But efpecially, letvs learncto praife the Lorde;

* which hath thus carefullic and' plentifully prouided for

vseuery way , .outwardly in otr bodies,, making his
greatures to.comfortvs : andinwardly in ourfoules,
giuing his owne fpirite ta bee the ‘earncft of onr fauatis
on: thit wee-might ‘wante nothing to draw s away
fromhis maiefty :  butinall thankefgining ro walke
before him inthe profeffios of the Gofpell being com,
paflfed aboute with the hélpes: of this fite, as- Elifhg was

_withdli¢ mountines of Angels:¢ . that the comfortlefle

forrowes of worldly miferics may neuer dritie vs to def-
peraden. . - A e

i . Andpetthy gtnéu:'ulljf‘u'l;hia ittlie‘(uond; ‘thing

‘which Naomi ‘witleth ‘Ruth in .her prepatation to goe
dewhetoBoaz, for firft asfhee commaunded, ber to
. dreffe hetbody.: fo now fheewilleth her to fiu,t,. onher

beftapparrell, as the goodlieft ornaments of her body 2
_for wemnfinotimagine, that Rath  went nakediin the

* houfe,althoughthebid her put om her appasrell; hut

hermeaning 15, that the fhould: put.on - her - beft ap-
parrcH vhet euery way fhe-might be furnifhed to deale
“with fo neble 2 peHanage, andfo. weiphtic 2 caufes Oyt
-of the whickwenote, RS

¢ . ift,
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* Firft, another duty of humanity, that #f God giue
any bleffing vnto vs,we thould alfo bec carefull in thefe
bodics of finne, to prouide for our felues chaunge of

apparrell, For we know after Adam had finded, ‘the
h}:& thihg hee thought on, was fomewhat to "t:ouer Gene3.7

~ hisnakednes, By the which we may learne thae the firft’

efitraunce or occafion of clothing was given by finne,

t weemight couer the fhame of our bedies; forif A~ -
damhad continued in his eftate ofinnocencic, there
had beene no thame of nakednes,no caufe of garments
no feare of colde,or terrour of heate, and therefore be<
fore all thinges he fowed fome figge leaues together, for -
the hiding of hisoffence , butGod made them gar-
mentes. of tkins, Sothen wemuftbe very carefull fod
the confcience of finne,that wee coucr our bodies with
outward?pparr;ll which indeede is 4 type or thewe,
how our foules muft be clothed with Iefus Chrit. For

. this caufe it was vfuall in auncient time that they not

onely ptouided fimplic a garment for the prefent pe-
ceffitie, but m d[:aungcs'for their bodies commo=
dities.And as the world gréw fo finne increafed, and as
finné increaled, the mileries of our bodies maltiplied$

like a ruinops houfe that cuery day talleth to decaye

more and more: Therefore more helpes were inunen-=
ted inthe, dayes of Abraham, then in the life of Adam:
and more in the ime of Moyfes thenin Abrahames and
morein Salomons, then i all the refiduc or former :
foraé the forefpreades it felfe, fo the falue muft bee

lengthened, now the ayre is intemperate, the earth ‘
vnfﬁ:itﬁﬂl,ﬂic bedies of mankind molefted by athou- ~ s . Ca

fand difeafes,andeuery herbe which was the firft mans
nourifhment,is our furfet; infomuch' as the auoiding of
all thefecnift bee carefully prouided by lawful deui-
fes. Which the Fathers ordayned and appointed by

c

long experience, to beengtalittle holpe by the chan

of apparrelly ' And 'here weg fee thele poore peopk

hat;fthzsﬁcncﬁtc for theirbodics., as well a5 thy .
See M ; " Now '

N



‘Zcpb. 7.4, they looke on their feather«, but anonc- are paide for,
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- Now, hetauftin fome the excﬂchﬂ?f;;i,’ o, great,
thac they pade alj humanitie: and jn other the wagr
1s o jndegent, that it. thameth :mankind to fee their’
brethren,, got fo balely> Some_being able, yeg Like’

alles Jiden., wich muchwealth, chey hiug 10 pow-

nieRoefowsr on themfelucs or other : againe s ma-
5 Peoredoules, which haue nothinge to proidg .
2 couerthem, are heglected by thers that sre able:

Phercfore. in this place wee miuft fet downe fomerules
U oFdic word of God,so skt away sl hefe X
-ties, L o T
~_And the'firft thing tht muft bee knowne; isthe
<caufe for which it isnot onclic ncedefull but drOhW"
Al to prouide apparrell which allreadie wee haue fhew
€d yoiito be the finne of Adim which wroughtin vs

¢ fhame of our naked bodics, and brought vppon ys
¢ouldand heate, ficknes andfoares, furfets;and death,
fo then the bodiescoucred by clothing are made come-
Y againe, are armed againft heate, warmed agqinft
Solé’, firenothened aganft ficknes,and’ the ¢ ayes
of -h.cgaltt.x nTcngthncd » life prolonged, and death a-

oyded Forasthe prifoner 150king vppon his irons,
thinketh vppon bis thef;, fo cuerie one when hee feeth
is garments, mutftthinke on his finncs, , And this 6ne
confideration firiketh downe all deuites of fathons, .or
conccites of pride; For alas’ what glarje hath the theefe
Inhis bandes, or whatprofite by their making; for tow
cisclogeed with them, but.anone heis tucked’ Vi

ed vp in
¢ haler; fo proude perfons are now prankedvp while

theit fathions with eternalldamnatiop. ” Far the Lorde
cricth-outby the. rophet that hee will, rake "y;'c gedncc
ofthe princes & the fonnes oftheking , for 7 ing ft
aPPaﬂ:C‘, o b ST "t S oigel

Secondly, there may be 4:dfgﬂ"cl:cnct; of apparrell,

‘one kinde for therich, anather for the poore, oné for

e prince, another for he people, Ot e -noble
man, and another Yor the gentleman : for our Tauiour

fpeaking of the royaltie of Salomon in all his appdrrell

{ ¢

rang’

docth .
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dothvniet ditommend it 3 vl 'wee Haue: héhhdsaag 81 —7 du.l
" dye ofthehppasrell of EWanpiisr his fathey Miacked .
houfe:Andthis may- be: alfo: inahany: futes; is Ticob Genzz.¥p'
had fenthimiby his fonné tofeph; -land tofepl g e hi
brothténto euerye one Sanments, butto: Behiimid
hee gaiic fiue chaunges, But fome will fay, oift S¥aid
. urbiddeth vs not 16 haue two coates; vand: théreFore
. -ehis changeis vlawfull. . ‘T'o which § utmfwere ' thag
izis vilawhullto pofletle 'cmd%e':; o Varétic of garu
mvenits, Whin wee fee ‘antlisehold - oir bradiat Rl
nenc Htlercfore our Sainoud: Chiift-addeéchy thithee
thae hathxwb coates thaft-giue 1o him dhat hath horiey
Sothuteut absundance muft ficuer be to thd want and:
fecefsitieof our brethrén, @ vtistens i i
- ~'Bue alas; where:is v differetice itv munner of
garmeits? I {peake for' dhe ntyeter wherefotethey are
made 't wee thay:make the 6kt complaint of 4 :chrifti.
anfathier,a thing woordiicto #t feend, yea ritherto
bea lanvented : The magde Blloweth thic miftwefféin:
fuchBeauctie of apparrell, thatdeix hard to kdow whe s
ther maide or miftris goeth Forniokt. Such sohfutiod
of degces, confiming 8f wealth and goods; tondeins<
ning ‘the hymble, -and ddyanacing of bafe petfonsbyt
. apparrellinto the place - of worthy mén’, “isxheowers
the ow:and deltruétion 'of a- white comntry, thethine
of a contmon:wealth:; unid the defacidg of the Ghurcly
- of Chtift. Butall thiswhilethe hokced msypigod naked
fhll; for any clothing they: cars getreof thiefe  thad hand
fuch'plentie and aliouhdance:fo that men cloath then=i
felwes in the fineft fitkes; féede themfelucawith thete
teftcalués; and cafe thernfeluesin the fofeltt. beddes:-
while Chraft in his metnbers i’ harbourletle ‘sethbe:
honfey, bunpry without~breade, and daked without a-
ny'nylngm to'caftvporrhitn:Olf woebe ts you dainey
peyfons;thaethus prouide for your oivneinaiftemnce;
:neglet the fubfance ¢fehd poote + 1t are cloas ,

thedinfoft and gorgeous apparrell, and fare delici-gyec 16,58
ouflyeaese daye : yoneare:tp dhe ricedié like bresde: ST
yovaredeafear theye:drpes] blindw aeilieys nakeds

PR ’ . Mg .

nes,
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Luc 17.18. oplaaadlikcso tHe,Gitisans of Sodome,yamercifitlth |

s8s  TheBrwadofReligion:: -
gic miferics : conlider thia their catingand drinking

Luc.16.7 bropght. beimftong fromi héunen, withfire to barne

\

theiy Citigs 3nd LaglessiConfider the cog.of that rich

lusionIn the Gofpch:: which wasfa termented iri the
paiaes afbell, thichesdsfirad but a drop of water, and
conld 8ds absiine ite.. Your- brauery fhallbee tarned,
?‘W hame,yur pridgdato paines, your cafcintorcft-
les.wouble, your aboundanée into- euerlatting want,.
yous fpends to diels , yaarthonour into hell, .yous
wnmercifullheartsinto infuffcrable plagues , and Jou

lcafw? repayed with ctarnal deftrudtion both-of bo-
dy and fouls. The like may bee faid of thofo couctous
perfons, which goe as farre vpder their calling 45 other
abopiey and wﬂf iur dlybtflow any garments onshem -
feluas worh the weasing, and dilgtace the propor-
tien of mankind through their: bafe »ammll.‘ andvn-
seuerent. addrefsing themfelues, wi -all- refpe&

of boneftie, ‘regard of religion , confcience of their -

places,and knowledge of the ttue vic of the banefits of
God, Bus many {pende.all that they can ges vpontheir
bellies, -neyer. carin%rho.\ve fimple they -goe-in .the
S:ee&;ln world, - {othey hauc any ¢ 'nﬁ‘to'couer_
i nakedne(le? ~and;wag koow what kind of beafts.
are the punifhment offuch flopshfulnes. Therefore let.
vseudnc one helpe thofe thatarenot able to prauide,
nd ta buy them.apparreiltand let vs all learn here-

¥ what care wee oughtto haue. of the chiange of our.

bodyés, thatif wee wall bee ruled by the- exanple of

the godly, wee muft rather fludie- and tranaile for our:
couering, thenfor our. nourifhing : Therefote. wee
muft pray for our cloathing; of him that cloatheth the
Lillics of thefielde, in frch meafure as wee: may bee’
comforied, our nakednescouered, - our hame abatedy

“qur comelinefle adorned, and the fauovr of . finne ex-

pelled, that.wee might. prayfe his power for cpér-

" . *Secondly, by this wee may alfo note,what reucrence

we owe to magifirates aud 1o men in: authardtic, thay
wia . Wee

-
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wenultbe tarcfull intheir prefénce o giue no‘offence-
cacninous apparell s for heese wes fee Ruth going to
Boaz,an elder of Béthlehem, ftheeis commaln'dﬁ by:
Naomita putonherbeft apparell, as.a ductic of all -
the &ithfull, tharithey make ot their prefence odious

" in the fight of their rulers, and for- this caufe weetead '
igﬁon’cs‘y > that when any ;}ue Wood; tocomebefore

emx?nﬂuas' s hauing any fute vato them, were
apparelled with whine,g wnh’;ch fignifieth the xn‘:eozcnm .
of the perfon; and puritic of the caufe? “and alfothey
had one fli, that io all decentmannér they mighe deli-
uer their miindesin the prefenceof ‘the magiftrate ; for -
the balenes of apparrell,is loathfomnefle to many. Buz:
¢his fhall fuffice for the touching: of this matter. - .

. Letwortheman, Afterthehad commanndedherto: -
marc ber felfe, fhe defcendeth to inftruét her, of her:

uwiour ‘= after flicc commeth downe to the place?

which was: s that fhee letnothim know of hertill
heehad jad were gone tolic downein his bed;:
which fheeaduertifeth her diligendy to marke , .and to:
‘comeand beftow her felfe achifecte. - Whereivmay.
fecme that Naomii contelleth het- da an vn-
lawfull thing, yea, ratherto th the whoore, then to:
gethera ilid:i:udbry alawfuil meants 1 for fhec Bid-
deth her to trimme and fimoothesher feffe vp; he:wara:
neth hey notfo come tg the man till hee were haydesa:
his reff; . and’ »fhe counfelleth hertd lie downe:
athis feeee. | Truely in outward fhew it feenieth vn-;
lawful;yetimfubftance very hone, if we confider cus-!
rycircumftances  Firft I demand, what is it thae feew
meth dithonseft inthiswhele dicourfer fome will By,
firftthe drefiing ofher felfe is: feant: th part of an hoe:
neft woman, - Forit is very Likéely ,"Naomi had this fn~:
tewtion, by this meanes to draw théold: mian indoute:
withher, forfhee tooke hiny asitwere at dmaﬁx
aloncinthe floore, - - and fuchfaith Salomon - is' the’ Pro.y, 9.1
partof whooresd anfiwere: that dem’ other of Salo= n,
monfayth; thatitis alfo the poimofa wifc and 2 god=: Pro.gt.10.
ly womin to-watdivin the niplit, 0 béfincly appareleds &z2l.
%o clothe hee houthold and fuchilike, Ther¢fore fecing

NN an

sl



7/ 170: - - ThérewardofBiipion,
an horieft woman may doe thefe thingosy - Ruthdid 1o
difhoneftic in this,: Agaioe; this kinde of drefsing in
Ruth was.needefull; bedaufe the had ta deake’ with an®
honaurableman,and bherctore the more sarefully and -
comcly{hee muft appearein. his prefence,But you will
{3y, that Naomi haéfome fuchméaning;, brcagfe thee -
biddierithat fhee fhoukd not. lette het felfe be knowne -
till: he-man were goe. to: his : I aunfwere; this thee -
did;: thatthey mightmose frecly talketdgether.of the
matterof hermarriage, fot if fhe had coms before he
wetyto fupper, - theiday would not haus jufficed 1o
cotnmune ofthe caiife-of her comming, neither would
thedldman haue gono to his lodging,if he had known:
a womaato bee prefeats - Then you will fyy why dyd:
fheenot come to hisowne houfe at horoe ; “and that'in
the day time? I anfwere ,. hecaufeit was a reprochto:
Ruth to,bee knowsderta deale. publikely in her owhe:
marriage, which muft seedes bee knowne ifit hadde:
beent donein the Citie;jonin the day time: and there-:
forc feeing time and place ‘were now.conuenient,. the
man being alofic, they reoke opportiinitic by the fore-:
locke, and prepared icfn&lucs for.the aduenture of*

F ARG oo slacc g e

- Why them,will fomefay, whatmiooued Naomito-
giuc fuch counfell vataRuth, fecing fhee knewé ie.
miglit bée defamed?!:J aunfwere, Naomiknew Boaz.
tohee an old mard, ! siotgiuen to fiich lewdeand fil-
thy capditions, butefpecially thee knewe him to feare
God, and Ruth: ber daughter inlawetobée avertuous
wothaa, and. tifting in-his age; and-both theyr.
godlitefle, fheeis.emboldened to'giue this' aduife.
Andthizinay fuffice-any fober mindes) -from fufpition .
of Nddniigd counfdl ;. Ruths ditboneftic, - orthe te
ligioh of Boaz, . But fome will faye;- - if thé maiters
beefoclecre as you wilkmake it, then fnay wee' :als

%o e . fofollow the example and-dok.-the like:. To whickok

N anfWere, if ady.dae fo,: it; is much Amiffe : for wee:
- oo nunot imitate eusry cxample: . weer-reade of im
- 27 theferiptuse ; asthit-of Rebeccacs counfell to-her:
fontic Xacoly; wherebj hies gbraway the blefsing lfai'bms

e

faus l
\ ;
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Efau. Thereis nosaufc that can menterss, « -2s thiere ivas,
Naomi, oy Rl,llh mutbeemagricdin her kindred, we
‘necde not;lhe was bound to oa¢ ot twayne, but we are
Yrec to many thoufandes:. . the might challenge in her
owng behalfe,for thelaw of God, but wee cannct doo
fo excepr there bee a promife of marriage : . therefore
neyther muft wee follow this example, nor yet fufpeét
the actions of eyther, . . ey L

«nd Ruth.- - Now,the counfcll prapounded,and
the meanesfor the execution therspf. dccircd, Ruth
approoucth her mothers aduife, by promite of obed:-
ence, that firft fheec would doo it,and in the verfe 6, fhee

. doethperformeit.:  Where wehauea good example,

in the matter of marriage forall children to depende
vppon their Eodly and religious parentes, If any aske
me;.f-whet crthey bec bound vppon neceffitic fo to
obgy theirparentcs, thatif thev offer them husbandes,
or wiues theY cannot refufe them, buttheir parentcs
may compell them ; to whome I aunfwere, ‘firftif it
bee poflible,hearken to the voice ofthy parentes, but
if thou cant not, thy parents cangot commaunde thee -
againit thy minds ; “for- they‘muft’ prepoumde it con-
ditionallf’; net-abfolurely. "In th¥ i¢ (concerning
thy labroare)ithou muft obey- thémir -in all thinges,
beecaule they dre the pargnrés ‘®f thy bodie, bue
thy mind or Toule which  éommeth from' God ,
is alwayaslibgrtic.  So that'difobedience. to parentes
is the trefufinge of thcir,_.te,tb&thf _commtunde -
ment, but maiage is cuctlafting to  the death of

man, Vg - e GRS D L g
* secondly children may refule, becaufe
the Lorde many times reucaleth that to the childe o
whichhe fhewed not to the parentes:as wee may ru4 4. o
fec inthe example of Sampfon, when hee would manric 5
witha philiftine woman, forhis parents gaine fying it, #5.
the feripture fheweth the reafon of it, beecaufe they
knew it not to come from the Lord;but Sampfon did,&
. therefore flood in it & his parents harkned vnto him the
end & got himthat womi for his wife, By the which we -
' o gather
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gather that no - children “may lawfully celebrate their
marriage without the parentes confent :Ecdnﬂ; thae
muftbee very citeamipe@ to matry their Children s
thirdly, that they cannot in any good confeience deny
theirconfentes to theirchildren to keepe them frombo-
et martiage, ifthere bee any cqualitie betweene the
* parties orhope of henefty inthe time of Touing.
But of this matter wee haue often f; oke:
+ and thereforethis thal fuffice for ' -
- this tithe. Nowlet yg - -
.- guuepraife to God,

) o 'Theeqd'of:tlg¢eigllngpe_6‘1ﬁrc.' '
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1

seth Boaz the ather Ruth,

! e A

TheRewird ofReligion, 137\

- TheninthLe&ure. ' .
L Chap, yver7. £.9.76,11.12,13. -
7 Andwhen Boaz hadeaten and drunken, and made bjs.
" bars imery be went and lated downe befide the heape.
" of corme, 3 ﬁq_e‘td'zblfoffb and Suconwered the place
 of hisfeete 4¥dlay dowme. S
8 And at smidnight the man wis afrasde, and surned
. bimfeife hither and thither : andbebonld o womarn lay
“arlasfeer. T e
9 Towhome ke (aide,who art thou? and _[becfasd I 4
" Ruth ({:Z handmiaide, [pread the wing of thy garment o~
wer thybardmaide,for thou artthe kinfwaw,
Y6, Whichjaid) Ble[fed be thou of the Lird my dawgheer,
., for thou ha? performed more kindmes, st foe Lai¥ thew
. @t thefirft; becaufé thow followdt ot young, were they
L
1) Now therefore my daughser urf ‘wor, whatfoener
 #hou [ase[F L willdoc Gmto thee, for euery ane within the
. garesof my ﬁefoﬂet@iwtb thee tg be s Serswons woma.
¥2 Now sndecde it 13 true thutlam' thy kinfman yet
. theressomemeererthem (.. ... . T
13 Slecpe heve thas wight , imthe mom[‘f bee wslldoe the
" partof abinfman let him: burif be " il not” doe ihe

-

. herdlimet} frepdSupillmormmngs, L
BR[O itFollowedh,inchisferiprareto fpeake
B '*é-‘f;’q[' o &h‘szﬂ‘c{t of this counicll, and ofm
) BN thinges that hapned” aftet "Rt cane
Retiez | downe ifto theAoorer-and the *‘4PSY flac.

| =l e fhe had with Boaz, Tk wor
-cafly deuide themfclucsinto two partes,the firft refpec-

[P

The irft part concerning Boaz, is. that which hee

ixd after his worke, and before his flecpe ver, 7. t}i:.‘n
' cc

\

. kn[mans ductie, [ will doe the kisliriins ductic, as the

esdoe

N



74 'xlfhc Réw ardcmbli'i’)n

Bcc eate and dranke * andmade hjs beartmcr , and
lay downe befide hjs corke, "For thathe did- £ or his
flecpe, verfe'g, v by oft;hic feared Wit hefebre 3 wo.
man at his fcctc :and fccondly,hcc asketh who thee was,
After hee kncwhcr hee blc[[cd herverfe u. In thefe
wardes, Fearé ror my u0hter. it comfort hath 2,

| partes: " Fifthis confeflion char T hiet washer kinfmar, -

“vere 12, ‘Secondly, tie counfd Il hee ¢ giteth to Her

;’yc her,other tXiniman : if hee're
" for

~nno mtoff rca wxq%\

VEITe 13 to thrry v the thornin :m.d then hee would
cé fed,”"Bgaz promx-s

thby’ oathtdconfitrme her right, .mJ) do her kinfining
dhie ™ aitd tictcfore biddet her'to ﬂccpe vauill ‘the
o,
- . The ccom.f arte whxch conctrncth Rutb i+
29 357 DR ter lcccame to'the pIacc appointéd,
and hat Hé"f"'sv. bg nchess . firffiha, rfshc ?
ﬂanc,ve c S;V ke came and Iay dowhc at " hj
: ccon I"y‘ ruu; w?u hThe 41& mrh Boaz:fieft! hee

i‘éﬂ thhf ket c,w ficid Thee péteytied theman ‘Was
aﬁ-axde'fcgogdb' e cwe:i h hitn | heg pctmon “defi-
arn \ent oucrher

e,9 O?t tskf €l cm oraer as they e,

the aIY ﬁ.mc o ymt of G o Pemn(ﬁqn of
u\k
e time. -

) ‘ chwbep 0.4 Thc(cwwg‘§’c‘o.?1“ccrné Bo:tz&

at wluch dc ‘dx& aﬁer i | WOrKke tl he'd ?' cho cnded
ﬁcm w;.mcd hee wénéto is ﬁlcatc, ta-
Unflr]and éonukmc é?‘ ¢thing his ffom;i: e andc‘]nca@ng

his heart with thofe blemnbk of Go¥which e had Pre-~

fon thc !Eraw
. 2 f .
tbmg es, . el

-

g{aftcrwardcc etting him to,hlslo ag,ltt.hcc d
Fhis corae, qlﬁcq&ofaggbﬁcrb Qe ,(" thoureth’
p ﬂu’go tlc,wh%c wdé obfcruc

Firfi. ﬂzc E’:Ycﬂ'xﬁg of Go& od ikt d:ca!xfr

Sy
atare modfrarclv také ¢ xtis'ﬁmlc that hee

‘chearde his Heire AFEhiR c:mr;o angd dnh,kmda, Ns
Dodie was notnnclénourxﬂmf rts'hurﬁyc: aBm’J

‘ and hxs omackc

P

lled, ut :ITo lus hqam was
cbccre’d

/

\
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Heered theiby i as if the holy"Ghoft hid Giyd, Heere'
is my blefbing vppon- méate-:thit jis ‘moderately fe<’

~

ceiued, thitthe powers of the fonile-are refrefhed by Eccl.1o.1

it': thercfore wee reade in'the’ Preacher, thita whote'
Lindis bleffed by the misierate reccitiing of thefs’
benefités-in- edring and -difrking, The expltenie:
whereof;is, pl&inery' protted “euery day ammoftig vs.?
Forwhat is'dhie fruite of this* imhodérite “dcuo~>
ring the benefites of God, buts§Hamon fayth{ the
corruptiunef the bdd ,«me;rwerﬁ«sgﬁan&-rean,ecziaﬁ
the eyes, woundes witheut tau{'e;'lxkal'ria's m&;cdh‘ [~
tions to the woe of many¥* whtein they that'reir

. ioyce are voyde of all reafold, * which atiglit to beégthe’

,groundé»aﬁn tliéir mirth] bt lik= beafkes fonte frofn’
teding to flécpe donuey thetelires o oithier From:
cating to gatning turné theyt Yodves | - deliphting ini:
“moughtbut vanitie, being a5 “firre from this ¢hdere~
fulnefleof heirt by their meate dnd sourithiient;,: s
"Nabal'was after his fe &, 'Wheh iont werdé'of Dz-!
dids atiperdirooke his heatt'dcad. "’ ButthisBoaz was

heeré alote; and none befide bt dand yer you feesthiat

s# his folitarie barne, voyde of companionilive: hdd!
himféfetiierrie, with the ‘fellowfhip of th¢ **bRARg!
$fGod vippon iid meate, ' Bught' fo affiredly? Diftthe!

hatiddyof thany could ‘gude: theyr miouhes, 'Ryl

mobihes tule their appetites; and both were goyetned
‘with te fpivice 6 God, that flicy receined¥orfirenpth
tonourifh thei¥ weakenes'y 1ot for gluttony o/ e
vpp©ther fléniackes, they flipuld with oréatets comC3
Fort iR down tg theyr wncales, vatd dccdifigaskadily
VP 46 £ine. * Bt [eeiflg outmmdes hieiskniny’
eifes,as our fiomacky’ receing miotfelt;hwde edtanil
yeb weé -afe nor fadstied, “wee 'drinke; - afd yet- wee:
aré nbt maerrié; - biie” ouercom with ‘tirg otid- ordis

cttes of God; wee fecke after idle fonsess -+ vrime Rfic 1 ¢

iigiaid eaptofiuble fablev of falffidod; and foreed.

Loan v
. oo

\ \céhcci’!cs'ih vagqdlye® boskes y - yihidhrdrwhilions:
.o S S RSPt
N F IO B o
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S T i

Pro.53,29.



-

H

.3.19.

-~ 7 . .
196 TherewardofReligion,
fpirituall ioy , #nd plungeth our mindcsia the'gulfe of.
worldly mirth and wocfull miferie. Then et vs lcarne -
shewiledon ,

fandeth notin langhter, but.in theinward comfort of -
the affurance of the (pirite, being perfwaded wee feede
in the prefence of God,wee may hawve Chiift at. ousr.®
temporall aud worldly meales ‘that wee may cate and.-
d.rinic with hirn in his euerlatting kingdome,; - ;. =
. .. Secondly, by thiswe obferue ,that our nrcats af~.

* tex.ouelabour ismuch more joyfull o our hearts and.

profiable to ousbodyes, then if it be receiued in an .
1dle life : for Boaz had wrought hard all this day , and .
the seward o fhis labour, isﬁx_e worke of his .meate,
ich in the end of all maketh his heart merry.. In coa-,
iderasonwhercof; the Lorde inflited- this.as a. pu-;
nifhment vppon mankinde , thattheir meate fhoalde,
beg ¥aprofitable yalcejt were caten tn. the fweate of
our browes:for as fleepe to a man that hath long wat-:
chod,fo is meate to 2 man tharhath long laboured, and
as the courfing of the;Hart. maketh him to breathe for.

"~ Mal42,Y. the water fprings,. 0 labour. caufeth men. tohunger

1.82,14.27

Ly

- moftfweete: &if we fhould ioyfully recreate qur felues

more ychemently, .to eate more liberally , and difgefl
moare effcCtually their defired morfels, Weseadof Iad’
nathan the fonne of king;Saul, . when bee had wearyed.
himfelfin xh;ﬂmgbu;t. of the Philiftines,aud bicing v 4
ry husgry , - did but dippe the toppe of, hishattey 5.2
honey combe, and putzing it v his mouth,: hiy gyes.rer
cemcd fight : foacceptable are the crummes and drops
to sham that labour, that they yeflore the Life & power.
ofthe body.; -and for this.caufc the §;cmﬁ psriony
in the fisft andpureft age, (whon the Jife of 2 man.was
many hundred yeeres) were ot exem predirom bedil
Iabour. Onthe other fide,2s Salomon Gith,they whi
atwine and feeke afier, firong: drinks, --mea-

o Gtlon i
Pro.24,20. nmglfof which with idlenee follow theyr:bellyes,

are mere . noyfome, to: the warld ; vawholfpme to
themfeluos,and woefull for guer : for theirend will beg
a8 the. byting of a ferpent, andthe flinging of a coc-

kitrice '3 teaching vs that labouring mens morfcls are

our

A

ifedome of Chrift, . and looke, for ioye which ,

>~
X0
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. . our ftomackes in fome honteft wauailes that the bafeft

. +often fpoken hicretofore, and let this fuffice for this

CFT W T TR T T T e T

. pingvndert
* princesin the world cannot do vpon their thrones of
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in thebenefitesof God, wee muft diligently prepare

\
fere may bee acceptable meate vatovs: for the health 4
of the body is prefenicd by laboure,as the planted corne Prouss.re?
by the diligence of the hufbandmans for hee which *TOU2/
.:iHeth the carthis fatiffied - with éread ,but idlenefle iy
méereftkinfman to6- madnes.  Againft this' wee Haue

ame. - B
. "Thirdly wee muft note, what manner of mirth o
cheercfulnes was this of Boaz, it could nozbe in talking

for hee was alone, nor yet in icfting, for the formerrea~

fon: noryet was it in outward finging,for itis faid his

Beart was cheerefull, asif there were'a mirth that were Rem.iqry
‘Rotoueward. Andtruely, where the boly Ghoft dwel- ph. §.32¢
leth, there abideth this inwardioy. Which proceedéth Ol
fromitas aftreame from a fountdin, or heate from a

fire. Saule could bee merrie when Dauid played on his 4 $amy, 163
harpe, the king of Babilon was mertie in the middeft , 240
of his dilicates, Afucrus was merie among his prisces, -

& Naball was merric in the midde(t ot his reapers: but Dab.§.4.
what marketh the godly mierry amongthe wildebeafts, eft. 1. 10,
iozfull inthe dungeons pf the earth, and fing hartily 5 Sany, 3 fo
when they re¢eiue browne bread? nothing but this ioy 36.
‘of Boaz,which is the joy of the holy Ghoft. "This maz

kethmen ioKfull in death, merric in miferie, and lea- ]

¢ yoke of chriftiantroubless whichall the .

maieftic, this is mized with nofeare, becaufe it procee= »
«deth from fo excellenta roote. Why doe men meruaile, :
¥ fo many godly perfosis litie fo folitarily? thebirde had TAM-5-73

* rather bee i wildernes alone, then with' thoufandes MaFs 248
“ofheg fellowes fitting in a cage, and the godly are moft

mery whenthey are farthett from worldly ‘comp:nie,
Ifthe godly bec 2 company together,thistheir iov, maft
bee exprefled by finging of pfaincs as;Tames faith, and
our fauiour with bis difciples pratifed this at - his
laftupper, for when they had dogc they fung a pfaime,

* and wentintpthe mount of: olues, ‘an -euett thea
“when Chrift had propheficd ofhis dea
N N

.
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forrowfull, yct thisinward and fpirituall ioy was ot
extinguithed, wherin'we{ce an exccllent commédatioa
of finging after mecat, that it might bee #n outwarde
‘teftrmonic of odrinwardioye. This firiketh downe
all foolifh talking far f!irrin%"vppe_ of mirth yand aun-
‘Tweareth tothem thaxfay ,if they follow not vaine paf-
times they cannotbee merric: Truely that pleafeth thie
ficth , but difpleafeth the fpirit: and let them affure them
1clues whofoeuer they bee, that this temporall and wan-
ton fportmg will bring vppon them eiierlatting lamen-
g . ting. Butfomewill{ay, 13 this fingingand mirth at’
AM06.546 tables commendable, {ecing the prophet fpeaketh fo
' againft t: They fing ta the viole, and frame to themt:
fcluesfonges like the {onges of Dauid, &c, Iauni
fweare, all curiofite and pleafure in outward fin 'ng
atour feaftinges is forbidden by the propher, whic
~ heedoth nctablie defcribeinthe” fame plceby thefe
Vely miarkes. Firft, whenitis vied to forget their finnes,
e -atid to driue awaye the temrours of their confciens
ces. o : "
Vel ope ; Secondly , when itisadded for pleafitre and
N cale. Thirdly, that with grecdicr appetites, they
might deuoure their meate and drinke, to draw away
their mindes form the remébrance of the Lord, Foutth-.
Jy, fuch mirth as maketh them forget the affliCtions
. ofthe church of God, if any defirc, mirth for thefe
verf§;  -caufes,the woe of the prophet taketh houlde vppon

. . . .
. ;.- And furcly hcere is condemned all playing on
inftrdmentes and finging at- table: when wee eaxe
" ourmeate, ‘asathing againft which the prophet much
aymeth , and istoo much vled amonge vs herein Eng-
land, for nothing maketh vs more readily to, forget
Yhe affliCtion of Iofeph then that doéth: when two
-ocrafions of mirth are ioyned together , meate and mu-
. Hicke it is like two diuers - plaifters laide to one
wounde, which by their vehement eperation, i~
tteafethefore.  Inlike maniner wee are more apt to
‘bee made wotlc therito bee dmeaded by the bencfites

) : ¢
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, ;of Gody For astoomuch raine drownsth and ouer-

flowcth, and toomuch drought chippeth ‘and clea-
ucth the carth:fo too much mirth & pleafure ouercom-
mcththecheart of man. This¥fpeake, not to dif-
‘commende muficke, which I acknowledge . frecly
Mith all the godly, to be holy and Liwfull : butI ex«
hortand admonifh, that itmay not bee vfed at the pre-
fenttime of eating, but fparingly before or after otr
feafting. And let vs all choofe rather te fing one Palme
from a feeling Ypirit,_witha grace in_our heartes and
miodes, then toheare a thoulande fonges vpponin-

 fruments of pleafant muficke, without 1nward com-

fart.

" Hewent to e downe. Now wee, are came to the &-
‘cond part of that which hee. did zlone, which in thefe

wordsis declared to be the choife of his !odging,at the
end or one fide of his corne. Where wee note another
vfage or cuftome of auncient nobilitie: in fteade of 2

‘pallace, they had a cottage, in feede of attendors and

waitors,they had the inftruments of their labours : and
asthis Boaz,a heape of firawe, infteade ofa bedde of

“downe:fiuchas histoyle and labpur was, furh is his

Jodging : aharde warke, a harde bedde: forheethat
is wearied with trauaile ot labour,can fleepe and quict-
ly take hisreft onthe graffe. And this putteth vs. i
minde of the cftate of all our forefathers many yeercs.
agoe, before this foftnefle and tenderneflc was nuen-
ted, they were gladde wee feesthough they were grect

. Lordes,yet to bec labaurers: Andalthough their. pofe

fetsions excelled ours,y(t they had leffe bod:ly eafe tké
wee:for the - richeft and higheft eftate of dignitic is not
the quicteft life. By the wicked wee are admanithed,
withall kindenefle , o harbour the poore and needic
thoughit be but in a padde of firawe, confidering

ST T L SRR -

they bee theimages of the duncientnobilitie, who wers .

contented with thelike entertainment : & thepoorc are «

cxhorted with patienceté abide their tedidisdrauailes
wnd hardlodgings, feeing the Lordsof tHe worlde,

N a

had nobatses eftate, they which had moft wealih 1:3 .
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leafteale, and we which haue {cant one mans inherie
tance among twenty,do pcatcablz enioy more world-
ly fecuntie, and trucly this maketh vstofeele, thate
uery cammoditie is tempered with fome molefari~ -
ori:the Ifraclites being deliuered from Pharao,thought
. whey werewell, but then they were driuen to goe
‘throngh the bottome of thefea, " and being come' to
theland of Canaan, they found many enemies, and
did not ouercome themall, till the raigne of Dauid:
Bo 1hatenery pleafure is niingled with fome worldlye
. forrow : they whreh vie the fea; get much wealth, but
_ yet with great danger,and they which are ontheland
are in {afetic,theugh motin fuch we.lth, And thus nuft
wee frame our mindes , that wiren wee enfoy-the end
of our defires, yetitbringeth withit alway fome occa-
fion of diflike : thereforeitis better to bee ¢ontented
with hard fare, then dicontented with daintic checre,
tolikein hard hatboury then diflike in the fofteft
beddes :and bewerisa liele dhing with a quiee minde,
then the poflefsion of a kingdome, - with the trouble
thereof. . .
. sAnd Ruth camet Boaz becing wearic with his la-
bours,and fufficed with his meate, no doybt butbe-
ing quicdy layd a fleepe had foone taken him: and
Ruth, when fhee had fpied a conuenient time,¢ame, and
- conueyed her felfe if)!tly to ‘the place of his fecte,
\ which at midnight was perceived by Boazy andnotbe =
fore, For fhee {o layd her felfe, ashee being-awaked,
might quickly fpic her ¢ whereby wee fee the oc-
tafion that mooued Niomito counfell Ruth to come
{o necrehim, which was this, that Boaz might firft bee
gricued,and then fhould Ruthbeft viter her fute. But
of all this wee haue fpoken before,and therefore to the
petition of Ruth, S _—
Spreade the wing., Ruth omitting no' oppor-
tunitie, fo foone as fhee had vitered her name, fhee
puttethvp her petition, dnd by a figuratiue fpeech,
defireth iim to bee her husbande and defendour.
"For to fpread she wing,we knoiw is taken front bird}e‘;,
. . ‘ h whQ .

.
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who keepetheir yong onés vnder their winges, And .
this {peech of Ruth to Boaz,isindeede t6 intreate him :
to bee het: husband : for wee reade the fence of thefe

woordes to bee fpoken to Sara by Abimelech theGen 30,16, -
King of Gerar ,. that her husband “Abraham fhoald ’
bee vnto her acouer, againit all thofe that would'ops
prefle her.And therefore n auncient time women were
wont-to bee coucred in the prefence of their hasbands:
And Ruthfayd toBoaz, {preadethy wing ouer meey
thatis, bec thou my hushand to couer mee : for in
times paft it was a thing very odious to bee with-
our hu(bandes, euenasodiousas to bec ftarke na-~
ked, or 2 mafterlefle dogge,as the proucrbe is: Which :
appeareth by that complaint of the Prophet Efay, Thar
feuen women fhould laye holde vppon onc man, and Efa, 4.2,
defire to bee called by his mame, promifing to pro-
uvide their owneliving, So thus thix figurative fpeech
doth' fmoft ‘notablic defcriber the duetie * of hus-

bandes towardes their wincs, Firft the wing fignifieth
;rote&ion, far itis the .diitie- of : husbandes to de:

énde their wiues, to be able and willing to fhicld them pg ¢ O
frominiuries , prouide for.them neceflaries, cower = ° =/
them in dangers, minifter to them.comfort & ftrength

in their weakenefle. But truely it is pittie to fee

what marryed menwee haue in thefe dayes, and Kow

lirle commoditic many helplefle wiues receiue hy
. their retchlefle husbandes, that furely they are dri-

uen with Abigail, many times to fhift foretleir owne

Liues, and the lives of their families. Theferoyfting
companions , hafticand headic husbandes, which

for cucry light occafion forfake their families, or

weary their wincswith their prefence,minifter neyther

couering not comfort, according to their boundén

ducte, but like periured - and érfwome ea’vtlfca,
shat haue falfified their faith to G O D ; the Church,
~and their wines , runn¢ headlong to theie owne de-
fruétion, and decay of their pofteritic. ©Oh how
" forrawfull is the eftate of women , ifthey bec not fap-
posedwiththe handes of heir yoke-fcllowes, Bea-

N 1og
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sing of childrenis nothiog in comparifoo of this: for,
thatis their deferued pumfhment of God, buttheo<
ther, the-intollerable land of the Diucll. Wercade,
that the Pellicane-will - teare out her owne breaft te’
feede her yong ones: but wee reade of fewe fo vo-
kinde as to feede vppon their yong enes,- {aue onely.
thefc vonataralthasbandes. ‘We reade tharthe Storkes,
arc aliwaics fadde fo long by their young ones when
hey are olde, as they pourifh them when-they were
yong. But thefe godleffe fathers cate neyther for to.
“nourifh their litrtle anes being yong, 0or how they fhalk
bem aintained when they are olde. ' '
. Finally,by this, wincsare juftrufed their obedicnce
to their husbandes, ¢hatas the lirdle birde s atthe bill
_of his damme, lo ‘wines muft bee geady at the becke
of theig ‘husbands. Axd let vs looke vponthe bruite
beallgs far cxample of Tiaes, who i theyr brudfh
kinde'condemne oughumanitie. The Emmet Libou<’
yethi and‘prouidcth for wintet, that condemneth %g-
‘gardes, The Al knoweth bis owser and.the
L= his Maiters cribbe s Thefe condemng vntb kfulneffe
-7 %o.God. The Doucs:teach vs ianocencicsthe Serpents
wiftdome, the dogges. w.t_tchfulneffc, the Foxes wari+
gefle the Lyens courage,and the httle birds our dujics
¢o wines and children. Therefore kervs oot bee more
gracelefle then thefe, lefk their diligence,bike the voice,
of Balaams Affc,condemne our difobedience to perpe- -
“Wﬂ‘mifcﬁc.“‘ LoLn et Sl R
.- Bleffed art thas of the Eord. NOW. commeththe
fecond part of the conference  bérweene Boazand
Ruthtobee handled, wherein onely Boaz peakeths
. And fisit ofalt, hee blefleth or prayeth for hier faving,
Eleffed beethomof i tbml@i,’ﬁf_tlhkﬁtﬁfﬁdp T
{ii thep rhe former. ¢ “Then thou forfookeft thy Coun-.
trytoiCome withthy mother in lawe, ! ‘bugnow thod.
forfakeft yoRE andyouthfull pasbandes, to come 1O
fhee z difcafed olde enan': neither wealth nor potiertic
gac alier, of, change. shy- mindc, from following the,
Cooloteat e e i PR eyt A_T'm:
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qommaundement of Godto thy ownehinderance. fo;
in this example we haue an. excellent Kmemc of wue:
and vnfained religion , which is thiss. when Ruthis o~
bedientto the ordinance of God , euen in that whichy
feemeth to herawne difcommoditipand earthly eonfo

- lagion: forfhee was 2 yousg woman, ang therefore by
nature defired 3 young companion, and not. to. - bee:

woubled with.a withered ould man; from whome theo. -

could receiue bue lirtell bodilie ¢omfort: yet becaufe-

by the law thee was tied to her neereft km&nn 1 of hew

- decealed hufband , forfaking all.ether, fhee cleaueth:
to him, sakiag the law her choilr, his age her ho-:
nour,and the triall of his former curtefic , as’ bandes:
of affurance 6 his future kindnes, This was the faith:
of Ruth, that caufed hez like Leui to ferfake his cufe*
tome ; like Zachens to departe from his wealth: like:
the courtiers of Herod to forgoethtit homour, and al~
fothe faints of God. to forfake their deareft frends , wo.
follow the voice of the Gofpell,

. And this teacheth vs, to caftoffearthly com-~,
modities in wo bufines , to forfake nature and natu«
rall affeétion, to forg
allthingesbut dung inregard of ohedience to the word
of Godi Thisus it that toucheth the quicke, and
will proue the heart of euerie chriftian,  If this condi-

-ton were propounded , Chrift faith 3. That for bim wee,
maft forfake all that. wee haue: Now , if this law: were.
" made, thatwhofoeuer wentto hearing of the word ,.
thould prefently confifcave his goodes atthe pleafure of-
the law maker.  Who weuld in this cafe bee obedi-.
ent rather to the bare voyce of Chrift; then to the threa-
ning wordes of the law.  Bxamine beloued, and then.
arraine cuerie_man his owne learte for thispoint and
ou fhall fee , whethier the lone and defire of the world:
th not droune out the Ioue of the “father. - Euery.
daftard will- offer and make fhew: to fight harde<
z‘, tll hee come to. approack the feilde, but.in.the.
sce-of the cnomis if he. abide, there is _the wiallr,

R Ng . RaR
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#2yif heefee but ane way to efcapehec will fare=a
© Iy wke that, though itbecto his owne * difcredite
So } fearemee, 1 feaze mee, many ,if daunger were,
. would not oncly trne fromvs, gut fight hotely a--
- gaint vs forall their faire faces to vs.  They which
‘ now will hardly of onc hundred poundes gilic ‘one ta 4
the:Galpell , will not then leaneche principall so follow:
thettuth: bt asthe glare-worme doeth not glifter bue
.iethe night, fa true chriftians will net beé knowne, «ill
thediies of darkenes & errour come, when thefe dif
.. fembbing hipocrites dhall bee found to bee nothing but
© |, ratteawood, good for nothing. ‘But to came to Ruth?
o " fheeperformeth her promife to Ged, as Danid faith,
© 7 - thoughitbecta het owne hindrange:thee knowethit
wyjth.the apoftles, better to obey god thenmen, to tols
Jow Chrift and not the fleth, for the waild itfelfe thall
“bee thertly confumed, and then the louers thereof fhall
heeveterly condemned,  Oh, let vs then praltice the
denial] of our felues befare the imé of triall come, let
ol g vsasthe'mentyrs did', tricthe burning of our fingers,
PRIIS. 4+ begorewet venter our wholebodies® let vs giue fome
AC. g 397 of surwealthto the poare now, Ttather .then . keepe
all to bee fpayled by the wicked apoftates then: bue . ¢
how. will men doo this at dic fierie trall, whea
now. in peace they will forfake and forfweare the
Lovd gfome for their marchandii , other for rentes and
reuerewes , fome to biing the poore Nabaothes in-
to defiruéttion , many for wosldly profite and tempo=
rall gaines but this queen of worldly defire’ fhall one
day bee meate for the dogges? when it fhal bee faide,
thathappizareall you that in wealkh dnd pouerry, |
haue followed the' fonne of righteoufnefle in finceri- .

sic, - o .

. Feare wt wy davghtes, - His prayer and the
reafon there of bcin{g ended; new followeth the con-~ :
folatioh hee giucth to Rath, in thefe wordes, bidding *

. her to calt away feare, for whatfoeuer !yccb in
hit power hee would dog : for the whole cisite 331“.1?

O]
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teftifie the eftate of perfon, and ‘vprightnes in her
1:111:5* and therefore ice fhould bee much to blame, i

ce

cnicd fo lawfull a requeft, -Out of the which weg

: " - Firfthereis (et downe the ducty of a1l magifirates,
N Which is with meckenes and gentlenes toheare the pe-
.~ titons of their futers ; for Boaz was .apublike perfo
] or &ls Naomi had complained to the magiftrate; bue
felfe beeing a godly eldet, the fute is firft priuatcly
. * handled with him.~ Thercfore thcz muftfollowtheex- "
, ample of Boaz here dechred, whichis with the kindeft ~ -+
- . Wordes tointreate them , and wftiudgmentes to pro-
\ ecede for them;, alwiy. yeelding s equitic where the Ty, ¢ 24
Saufe is required. - For onr fauiour accompteth 2 ma.
i giftrate thatis éontrarie minded , maither to feare God - ’
1074 refpeét man: that is fuch one is hated of God, ,
. and man: Forif magiftrates lone God or i-eﬁard their . :
", fubiées, they muftbee cafily intreaced by the voyces
of their futers, Therefore is that cuerlafting commen-
dations of Moyfes: thathee {atin the deore. ofhis teat
iniudgment from enening votill morning, where all the
People might frecly haue aceefle to pis prefemce, and
godly conierence with his perfontheiwhick A the jud-
o gesinchriftendome mighe imitate, without igitpeach-
} " gmeént e their honoures, Olde Sartuctwhen hee hadan.
nointed and appointed Saule to raigne'in his fead ouer 1. Sam;
allfiraell, appealed to the people  whatiniurie he had 334000
+doneto any, and the people fufti d him in all :thinges:
Bow hée was eafily camevore at all times, wheg Saul &
hiy feruant fecking for Affes would goto the .
manof God, meaning Samuel.  Oh that ali - thar are
in authoritic would - hatkento thefe -examples, thar
withall gemlenes they ight intreate the people of
Lo God committed to their goderriment, -tharchey mighs
g fredy cometothem, and friendly fpeake. with them
© thatacthe day oftheir deathes, J might: haunethe
poore Gaintes of God praying  for thair deliverance,
theirconficncesvnhnrthened shoie dusiae Jifakoam- 1.
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" and godles wrptches, haue

186 - Thénmadoﬂ&;ﬁg?oti .

eactlaftingly faued.- . - - Coe

e 3 ,geqond}y,‘bthi: wee gather, that: Tudges.
a,.odviqﬁige.s.m_n,ﬁ cfp.eciallylooketp the godly: for Bo--
az faith, that all the cittic kaew Ruth w;bee a godly wo-
man: So thathee bindeth himfelfc by herreligioato be
ascarefull for het being a ftranger,asif fhee were hjsera-

_ turalldaughter. - Foras allthe cittic- knew her religi-
_ ous, fo they would allreioyce to fec het. aduanced. And

thisis the caufe wherefore the Lard:hath fo much com -

Den.10, 18 mended vgrovsthe cftate of widdowes and fatherdefle
Prowi_z+3- children, becaufe for themoft de they are opprefled ,,

and not oppreflors: vexed and not vexors: receiligrsa
andnot docrs ofiniusie. ~ Andfurely, fuch are ﬁ«{;lc

* . godly mren, they will beare- maay buyrtheas beforethey

¢omplsine , and for eucsic trifle they will not mouble a, -
magi rape: Thercfore eucrie magiftrate muft fay

Plalie s, 6Wi Danide My cies fhall-bee on them that fpeake,

wuth op the qarth and ¢t ey that walke vprightly fhall bee
may feruants: {0 haue yourefpe@ of perfoos,thoughivot,
in'iudgment,yct in comma opinion: for the pro flors,
qf;cligionfamyourdwgﬁﬁjmdes,‘who ithout cea+
fing powreforth their prayers fqu::‘, that.in equitie.
you, might draw your fword-for them. Oh bow la-
mentableisizto heare, howpoote godly men arc days
e, A;hmmmmqfr:n e eemrs,
vicked- Arheiftes, .perfons , common {wearers;
&e&rﬁqm‘d_cﬁx atthchands
of the magiftraze, _Surcly.fuch perfons, who defire.
ayde againftothery, deferue yopr fwordes of iuftice
blz themfclues :for they aepes come into your pre-
Senge, but to the dithenayr of God. Excyute judgmicnt
dhercfore for them andvpenpthemm- . . - - o
-~ -« Thirdly, by this wee gacher'what itis that moft
- sommendeth women : for Boas faith vetrue; & i€all dio
world crie the coptrarje, yet Bath(heba the mother. of

your
agsi

é
i + Ropr. ’f") "king Salomon willconfirmeit: for thus the fayeth,Fa~

wour is deceitefullibeuty is but yaine; buta womanrghat '
feareth God,fhiee will get praife to- her felfe: for ver-
ws andthe g o the Lord are i o6, gy B0

; OB
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thatthis is the thing they are moft commended for, ¥
religion willtake any roote in their hearts:for beauty ig
worne by age,propartionof body loftby fickes, lone
of menatthe wagging of hand, and braue apparrell
when wealth decaveth , onely the feare of the Lord en~
dureth for ener. Weereadethat Vafti the Queene of
Afluerus was. exceeding beautifull,but thee difobeyed,
herhusband, and was pte from her pringely roome,
when godly Efter wagtaken in herficede. If the feare'
of Godhad beenic in the formerto obey her husband,

Etzaa

- Efterhad not foone’ come into her place. ‘Butthe

Lord, thathee might punifh the prideof the one, and
rewacd the religion of the other, lifted.vp vettuousE.

" fter,and caft downe thar ftarely Vafti, to fhewe vato .
_vs,that much better is the feare of the Lorde, ‘then alf

the beautic and glory of the world.

'Wefinde many commended in the worde of God,
for their. faith, but fewe for their faicenefle,  ¢hyealk
fhould learne more earnefly to labour, thatthe hid | 4.

ofthe heart may bee found in incorruption ofa’ ~ ™~ I
entle and quict fpirite, whichlavery precious inthe
ht ofthe Lorde, ' - .

" Laftly, lecvs all learne by thix, aswell rich-as poore,
iouemou;s asfubieéts, men as women, that aboue alk

inges we follow the example of Ruth, to pleafe God
more then themfelues, tb khbor for vernie and religion
as fora treafure hid in the ground,to fearch for it,as for
sokl and filuer, thatwee may boldly come before the:
kinowledge of the lawreftethin ourhearts,  Andlette
vs diligently labour for good: reportes, thatthe magi-

firates may (peake for vs, as Boaz doth for Ruth, to Beclele7. 7,

her fingulat comfort,that wee may with boldaes ftand
to be iudged, & not to fuffer as cuill doers. Fora good:
nameisbereer thena precious oyntment, & the godiy. -

~ and guilcleffe age more honorable,when they are caufe-

lefle accufedserien as Tofeph,the neereft way for himto,
come to the Kings fauaur, was firft of alkto be wronp-

. fully imprifoned. So if we ftudy tolcad holy conuerfa<

fionsidet them draw'vs to the iudge.scntfosts as ofoe_ﬁ.‘
:‘z-:;:hw‘.“4.-~‘.‘.‘- x4 s i v. . ‘vr.’

B i
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dors:yet our religionfhallfpeakefor vs,net goilty:and
though all the world fhould vniuftly condemne vs,yet
the fonue of God fhall fue out our pardons - -

" dndtrae it 15, Law thy : Wefhewed you in thebe-

Emning, that this confolation hath two “parts. The
tft his confefsion inthis vesfe : and the other his coun-

_ fellinthenesy, Now then commeth kis confcfsion
ta bec handled , wherein hee grasteth hirofeife a kin{-
mtan, and therefore bound vato that dutic fhée “Tequi-

- redrof him,but yet withall hee {oberly telleth her, there
sonc neererthenI : megning to fhewe her, . that the
wholecare of the-matter ‘doth not checfely’ depend
vponhim. Whereby wee gather, the fingular con~

fcicnce and humilitic of Boaz :- for if the feare of

God had nothindred him, hee might like fcornefull

perforis, haue denicd that bee had any kindred fo bafe> -

a0d therefore hee mighthaue tolde her,  that fhe was

¢ometo a wrong man, . that fhee’ had miftaken her
_ marke,, that fhec mufk not looke fo hie, asthe choyfe

* man in Bethlchem, and fome baferhusband wil befeem. -
3 Moabitefle, . Buthecdothnot fo, for hee confef*
feth agaiot himfelfe that her fute was equall, and
hee bounde todealeinit:. Where againe wee hauc a-
nother worthie cxample for all magiftrates to imitaté,

_ cuegto pronounce iudgement againft their owne .
caufes, and giue, cuidence againft tgeit'oqucommo;
diry. For what afimple thing was it for Boaztomarrie
with fopoore awomanas Ruth, by whem hee could

* hope for no greatportion, put onelyrcligion. Ohthae

. thisvprightnes would exter mto the hearts of men in
our daies, when they handle their mutuall affayres , to.
:'Eeakc thetruth indifferentlye, as well againtt, as for

emfelues, yea,” and forfake theis deereltfricudesin
olawfull faces. But rather it seioyceth- them at the
hdart, to fec badde matters bolfteredvp, and wron
indgements lbto:?k ignarance vaiuftly pronounced:
whereas the plaintifes and defendants themfelus, dog -

_eytherof them in their owre confcience, know their
canfe to beaaught:yetagain & both confeience, iuflice,

and equitie, will fpende their money and hewss allo,

§ '
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. tobethroughly reucnged ontheir chriftian neighbors,

to wreft the helme of inftice. by. corruption in thefe j

to ouerthrow their caufe,bee it neuer fo equall : yet this
is their drift,to make the righteeus law, the onely defé~
der of all their vorighteous and vngodly dealings.
How ifthere wereno law nor maﬁiﬁme,; would
thefe malicious perfons behaue themiclues, thatdare

peaceable dayes, and are more fitte to bee the inhabi- |
tants of Sodome and Gomorhe, then the felow-
dwellets withthe godly and faythfull 2 Would God
that cuery offendour were bound to reftore for apery
dcefault foure imes fo much,, then would our qniet-
ncfle bee greater, our futes vprighter, the truth vetered
before danger, caufes ended without chargeable cofts,.
wife men fhould bee the lawyers, the truth fhould bee

the cuidcncc,?'ca,and equitic fhould giue indgement .

againftour felucs. . , :
= Tarryrbsswight. Thisisthe counfell that Boaz
giuethvnto Ruth, that feeing it was night, thee thould
tarry till the morning, and thenhee will deale with her
kinfmanin the behalfe of his right, whichifhee will -
doevnto her, Boazcannot withftand him, butif hee
refufe, then will Boaz tﬁcl'("m-me ‘the ductic. Which
Eromi(c hee copfirmeth by an oath, Anthe Lord Bactbs
idding hey tollzepe vatill the morning, Where we fcs
firft of all the kindnefle of the man, that would not

f" fently thrut 2 poore woman from the place of het.-
odging, ~ but quietly fuffered herto harbousbefide” ™

him,yea,and biddeth her to tarric ac herreft, & toflecpe.

vatill the mornjng. . T v
Secondly, - hee would doe pothing which mighe
grciudicc:ﬁc caufe of her *other kipdman, beforchee
ad gotten his confeat to the deliueric of hisright,ica-
c¢hiag vs thereby, that it is not lawfull to enter into

" the leaft part of our.neighbours titles, thoughwee’

may fteme to haue as great rightin it, 28 Boaz had in
Ruth, without thefreeand willing agreement ofhiny
thatkath any preperticor intercft thgrein, -

L:fMy
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" Laftly, Boazconfirmeth his proniife with an oatk)
which: 1s the laft {peech vnto the woman, for her affu-
Tance to depend on hiscredite , and the Laft thing hsat
muft bevied in all ‘our. communications : Buzof
‘thefc matters wee haug already (poken, and there-
L fore thus much for this time.Now ‘
' vs gine prayfc 0

God. g "
\T;lxe cnd of the ninth K
" LeGure,
(
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‘ .(Chp,;.;&;x+x;.i6..7.i?. : ‘

Vg dmd o fooe Loy ety s, Satillihe mormiing, and v
" e arofe when 8¢ kpew met 411:¢ ‘o Py Boaz.(aid,

nin}othcim. -‘
6. But fbee cavee 10 ey mather in Low which(ayde wiy
’ mrﬁ@“gh‘tﬁ,«dﬁg#&fd“kﬁt&iﬂ
. Wam bad deme G200 hey.

87 nmd fhee dlldo,h me thefa (7 Q. iaresof
barley for I‘éﬁﬂ.{bn mn,:(rg:m‘:[n@
wotherinlay, , S

BEE Thew/uid  foce,bee of, ood comsfors Gn'ﬂ'lt“-(ﬁw

ow rhe weatter will fjul, Sor the spum wil ot reff
Snleffe becewd it rhj ey, o .

salo} Noting:and R yth rc'tume)t'bio
Riotheragaine, . . -
he words contaipe tWo partes o ctierally in themr
‘Theficft pare js betweene Boaz and Ruth, yerfe 1%
3§. Thefecond is betweene Ruthand Naomi, in che
three next vegfes following. he Birft parte betweena
Boazand Ruth, - js of, thofe I.ings which they did t0~
getherin the barge, Firfty that Ruth lay at hisfeete
nall the morning , Secondly, that fhee arofe
farly before day, becaufe Boaz would h sue none te
wethata woman $3me iggo the floore,  Afer

PN REN
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they were bothrifen : Boaz giueth to her fixe meafutes
of barley Jaycth them vpon hér, ahd fendcth her a.
way. Seconcly, hee himfelfe gocth into the Cittiey
verle 1.5 ® performe thatwhich he had promifed vito
(S 8 ) .
The other past betweene Ruth and Naomi, in
the threc next vetfes, eontaineth 2 declaration of thofe
things which paffed betweene ‘them twaine after fhee
came from Boaz. Wherein Naori firft asketh who the
was, becaufe comming home early before the day,
fhe could not krow her by her countenance : To
whom Ruth declareth all thing- which paffed between
Boazandher; fhewingvnto herthefixe meafures of
barley which the man gaue vnto her for Naomiesfake,
' wetlerd, 17, ' Secondly,s after’'Naomi vonderftood the
proceedings of Ruth, fhee comforteth her, verfe 18,
. wfluring het of the diligence of Boaz, that hee would
‘not{leepetillhec hadended the matterthevery fame -
day. - Ofthefeparts lettevs breefely fpeake in order,
‘adthe fpirit of God fhall giue veterance, add thedme
permixte, ¢ - - S
And [0 [be lay at bisfeete Gutsll the ‘morning. As
wee haue heard in the former verfes,the conferéce had
betweene Boaz and: Ruth, the ende and conclufion
whercof was this, that Ruth fhould contentherfelfe
- to tarry with him, and fleepe vntill the moming. So _
inthis place, the performance thereof is noted vnto .
vs, Forthe holy Ghoft vndoubtedly exprefling thefé .
words, doth it to fignific vitovs thefe two_thingst
Firft,that Ruth remained fatified with the anfwere of i
Boaz, andtroubled him no more with further talke. o
Secondly, that hee might deliuer thefe two inriocent j
perfons from all fufpition of incontinency : for ney-
ther talked they any more , orturned one toanother,
‘but either of them both contented with their hardlod+ 1
ging, gaucthemfelues torquict fleepe watill the mor-

1

Ring, :
Weerefirft of all wee nete,that the gift of continen<
ey or chaflitie, ig not in the nature or power of md, bu¢ .+
# aholy fruitof wrue and vnfajned religion, yea, 3
, S T TR el
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fpeciall worke of the fpirit of God; as appearethin both
thefe godly-perfofis: for if cither of both had bene' gi--
uen oter, no doubt but nature hath put them forward *-

to the farisfiing of their carnall luftes: But feeing, as Mlt.!,mi'-

Chiift faith , ione can baue it but them to whome it is
giuen, and euerie gift commeth dowae trom the Father
~oflightes.  Thisamong other,isa fpeciall ind ¢xtraor -

dinarie blefling of God, vpon man{
ligious : not for any other caufe ,

ut that thereby they
mightmore freely giue themifelties topleafe the Lord,

perfons truely ré<

as Jofeph anfweared his wanton miftrefle, how- Thall'
doethis , fecing I feare God? Thevfe ofthis poirite” is

this, feeing weeacknowledge this

benefite, t6 come

Jam.1.2 7,

‘Gen. 39.9.

from the Lord,let vs among our prayersdefire the fame Gal, 5 254
that wee might crucific the workes of the old man'with
invs, fan@ificthe powersof our foulesand bodies, bee
firégthened to tefift the temptati6s of fathan, & bring ¢-

> uerie wanton defire, and wausring affeGion into' fub-
icétion of the {prrite of God which ruleth and raigneth

inthe heartes of ‘the faithfull. - And

aboue all thinges

let vs earpeftly laboure for the feare of the Lorde, that
weée may haue the tree afwell a§ the fruite, the fountaine

aswell as * the ftreanie, the roote

{"pringcth as well as the blade, andincreafe of the fame;
~ forexcept theftreame bee fupplied by the fpring it will

from wh=nce it

quickly dic,excéptthe blade bee nounithed by the roote’
it will fooie bee ‘withered, except the fire of the holy
ghoftbeeincreafed with the coales of the knowledge of

" Ged, itwill foone bee quenched with the colde water of

bumaneinfitmitic; or cls willingly goe out of it felfe.

And if euer this exhortation were needefull, itis moft .
feceflarie in'thefe onr vncleane and Althic dayes wher-

in forpications, adulteries, whoordomes oand all
ations of incontinencie did nener more abound , and
thereafon hereof is this:, “Becaufe men and women,

haue refoled the knowledge of God: and thercfore

dsthe Avoltle faith, hée hath giuen them ‘oucr to' Rom, 5

" worke filthinefle one with another.

As the fleth Tuf

scth againft the fpirite, fo the fpirite lufteth 2g.in®-
: o the

’
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the flefh: the one is carnall and bringeth  damnation:
the pure knowledge of God isfpiritualand worketh fal« -
uation? butif the bodies of men were made the tem--
ples ofthe holy Ghoft, how could:they. .conuere them
to the members of harlotes; But hee not deceiued, fot
God who is true, is got-mocked : - you which now de=

A fight yourbodies in the pleafures of vncleannes, . fhall.
“dament your woesin the forrowes of bitternés:  when

vour {oulesand bodies for their wanton follies, fhall .
ceterrally curfe them folaes y and erie, vengeance venge-
ance to all their defertes:yea though § Almighti¢ fhould
graunt you repentance, yetthe confideratjon of your
whoredonies w Il trouble your confcicaces, thatit “will
bemuch longerbefore your heartesbe eafed,or finnee
releafed, for gch asisthe feltred wouod fuch muft bee
the fearching & purging corafiue:hee that flole linle
hath butdietic to reftore;but hee thae ftole much, muft
recompence much againe, T :

: Sccondly, by this wee note, the diuerfity of the dif-
tebutiop of the giftes of God, formany godly perfons
arecleare from-one finne which raignethn other, and
hau=fome prop. r gif;qs which are denied to other,fome
arc fubie@ to one finne aud fome to another.  Inthis
place Boaz ‘and Ruih are declared, and commended

r contiitent perfons, butinanother place Dauid. and -
Batlithebah godly alfo, are. oucrtaken with this folly :
Tudah the fonnz of Tasob wasa good man,yet hee lay
with his daugheer in-law Thamar: fitting in the like-
nes of 3. whorre: Ioféph his brother alfo’ feared God,
yethze refuled his Lady and miftrefle:And asitis in this
foit fall:th ourin all other, for fome that “haue greate
giftes of God his fpirite, yetare too much - giuznto the
louz ofinonyes othersagaine like Zacheus di ftribute
the greateft part of their poffefsions, to fatdfic their in-
iurics and relieue the poore: otherof the faithfull
like the Apoftles Iames and Tohn, defire “the fupee

. rioritie, and chiefeft places in the Church: but ma-

: ;‘zc, like the osher Apoftles, enuy and difdaine them For

And

N
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" And thusthe Lord which deliuereth his {pirite by.
meafure,giueth to fome alefle, -and to fome a"greater,
meafure thereof,,. enenasarich man diftribuceeh his.
almes, giningtooneagoodreward, and to another:

" afmall,  fo.dreLordleaueth fonmie to bee oucrcome
by theirlufts;+ other by their money , . many by theie
honour; foine by their office,other by their pride,
& cuery manhath fome fpeciall finné that rnig,ue:hin'
him aboue other : for diuers men being called ro.onet
hope,and obtaining the like preciousfaith in regarde
of Chrift, and dive:fly 2ffeCted and infeted with.
finne, and this teacheth vs thefz dotrings : firft thae,
wee peuer condemne the perfons of the finners, bt
the finfull ats they doc commit, who thould cendetnn.

Nozh for drunkennefle, Dauid for murther , Tudshfor-. *

inceft, the'Apoftles for afpiring fuperiority:fur¢ly they
were godly perfons , 'and had their feuerall faltes, thae
the mercy of God might be magnified in their ravfing
¥p againe:for none of the godiy are able'to goe vppon .
thewaters, as Peter would, but they muft finke as,
Peter did, and yet they perithnot,.  butare lifted vp, -
and faued by Chrift, as Pcter was : though our ofd_
Adam caufe vs to committe many finnes, yetour
newe Adam will remooue all ¢ wee muft-iudge cha-.

* ritably of all our bretheren that are ouertakenintheir,

fewerallfinnes ¢ Sara lyed yoto the Lorde himfclfe..

Oncfimits wasa theefe and a runne away from Phi-:_

lemon, Rebecca caufed Tacob her fonne to beguile-
his owne father, and all the holy Patriarkes had many

wiues; yet nohe muft bee {6 bold asto condemne a-,
ay of them, notwithftanding their feuerall and many -
fold faults : Buenfo in thefe our dayes, though wee,
fec and behold out bretheren, fome ouercome with the

world, other by promotion, many by their lufts and.

eoncupilceiices, other by their braue apparrell, nay., -

ifthey feale arid robbe , yet wee muftnot iudge bug:

charitably of them. I fpeake not this-to encourage .

apy bereunto : for if grace abonnie. aboue. finne,

yet curfc d are they thatfinne., thatgrace and bletsing .

wight abound vaw thens; for éf weg Quay not dlgg .
a y 2 e
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. eullwhere we know cértainecly good rhay enfiie theres
of, mugh leffe may weedoe cuill, to make the mercy
6f God:the baude of our finnes, butthis wee muit re-. .
member, that these is to condemnation to the righte-.
ous, “aldiough t:Pey‘fnll feuentimes a daye, butifany
finne vppon prefumption  of God his mercics, their,
damnation isiult, andare likeatheefe that fealeth,
becanfe hie fecth one among twentic pardoned by the
Princc‘.f/ D S ;

+'Secondly, there are many that condemne the whole-
ptofeftion, becaufe: they liue not allin the fame per--
tellion,and bring not foerth the fame fruits which by
this do€trine we feehere condemned:For as the grapes
Tola.x of the vine haue fome Iefle and fomemore fweetnefle,
X5 per il are grapes, and growof the vine : fothe Saintes .
Ro. 111z, oF God;liaue forae more puritic, and fomelefle, and.
0. 112, yetallare nourithed by ‘Chrift the Vine:what if fome
(fayththe Apoftle )haue not befeeued, fhall the %raccﬂ
- of God be made of none effe, zind what if fome haue-
' often fallen into finne; fhall the whole Gofpel for their-
o fakesbe difcredited2nay the Lord hath alway fome that:
liwe fopurely, fachas Ifaacke, Iofeph; Boaz, Daniell,
Zacharie, and Elizabeth, whome all the world can ne <
iret blemith : howfoeuer others haue their publike
o  faulesfirft that the wdorke of repentance, * whichisa
eice of God,mightbe¢ practifed: Secondly, thatGod ™
: s merey infaning great finners, mightbe magnified.
2.Pet.s.1. Thirdly, that the faithfull (feeing their dayly falles)
1.Cor.11,4 micht more earneftly defire their finall - delinerance. -
- Laftlythat the witked by this meanes might haue oc-~
‘cafion, by their blafphemies to worke their owne dam-
Cmaon S /,Nl h.‘—
- = Lafterwird fhée avofé for Boax [ayd: Now thenight
well paffedin {qbuict ﬂ‘c{p&:,and the‘d':ining of the d:yc
ajiproaching,Ruth at the commandement of Boaz ari- -
féth before the daylighr, leatt any fhould know fhe had -
trried with hirh al that night, wherby the goodold m& »
fignifiethivnro vs,thar it is o new thinga the world, -
that flaunders fhould beraifed , for thiswasthething
that Boaz feared; that if avy fhauld haue feenc the wo-
ERY man,

-
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man with him ,’ they would preferitly conceiue it werds
for no goodnes,For the world mufeth as it vieth, and-
they will boneft efpic amiote .in. the eye of a godly
man:it euér was, is, and fhall be,the caufcles furmifes P
an@ireproches, fhall be brought vp vpon the godly, for 4.31.20
princes nor people canbe freed there from:the which
Dauid fele welinough,when he faid in a certaine place,
that one blefledneflcin God his kingdome, fhallbee
. this,to bee kept from ‘the ftrife of tongues, therebyin:
finuating, thatthey muft needes endure them in this
li% prefent.  We know whatour fauisur reporteth of Mat.zr,18.
the Pharifies, how they accufed him to bee a friende of 19
Publicanes, harlots, and finniers, and Iehn Baptift to
bauca Dinell. = Therfore this muft worke patienceint
the faithfull that are like affeéted and affli€ted with ve-
nimous tongucs, for wee are not beteer then thofefa-
thersare, who many yeeresagoe fuftained the fame
reproches, and left thebrethren behinde them, to bee
borneby vs,forthe wold is fio changeling:that which .
thenthey fpokeagainft them, nowe they fpit againft
~ vs, and though the authours of thefclaunders bee mas
ny yeares fince departed, yet theit manners and heyres
fhzlabidg while the world ftandeth. But now to come
to the woordes, wherein the mindc of Boaz - is, that
none fhould knowe that women were with him, at -
fuch afulpectedime: Why 2 will fomefay, isit fuch
a matter to talke with 2 woman privately and alone, | Tpef. o
wee may doeit publikely,and who can fay nay voto itz ** 23,
1 grantweemay, and with leflc offence, yetBoaz ~
would giuene occafion of offence , becaufe wee muft
,abflaine from all appearance of cuill : wee muftnot
oncly bee carefull wee finne not, but Chriftians muft
be carefull to anoyde all fufpition of finne ; it_is not
lawfif}l for Chriftians commorly to company and
keepe with eaemies, becauleit may be thought thae
they are fecretly in league with them @ itisnotlaw-
full fora Chriflian to goe into the houfe-of a hatlat,be<
<aufe itwill difcredite his name; itis not lawfull fora
€hriftianto gec into a Temple of Idols,vnleffe it bee
to defacethem, becaufe jt.may bee thoughthee'gasth
! O 2 i
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to worfhippe : the like may'beefayd ‘of all otherin the
like kinde, wher¢ men are as guiltic 1o looke on,
asthey thatare the principalles, Andbehold Iwould
to God that this. carefulres, to auoyde and fhunne the
outward appearance of iniquitic were well confide-
red:the extraordinary chargesin diet or apparell would
bec efchewed,left wee bee accounted daintie and pro-
digall or proude : flackneflc in going to Sermons.
would l;cc amended, }gﬁ wee be deemed idle and fe-
¢ure Atheifts;buying, felling, playing and gaming,on
i it &cd, feftic bgcc tbo%tght
we haue no feare or care to worfhip the Lord : the day~
ly and moft lamentable fwearing of richi& poore, old,
and yong,parcnts and children, mafters and {eruants,
husbandes and viues, men and women, would with
terrour of the Lordes iudgements bee reftrayned. i-
dlenefle would be reformed, drunkenncflein every de-
gree would bee corre€ted, 'dalliance and wantonneffe.
athamaed, cofeming and deceining fimple perfonsbee

N banifhed, and finally , | ifthis fearing the fhaddow of

finoe would reft in ‘the hearts of mankinde, neysher
thoud the fubftance theteof onercome them, the plea-
{urcs allure them, the hape deceiucthem, the profite
+ ¢ompellthem,the glory proucke them,orthe end ther
of condemne them. .Let vs therfore beloued, neyther

. frequét or approch to perfons that are fufpeéted,or pla -

¢es thatare corrupted : weecan touch no pitch but wee
muft be polluted,nor any vackeanc thing, but weeare ~
defiled : finneisa contagious difeafe, 1t will infectthe
wallesand garments where it1s committed , and whae
agreement is betweene the children of God and Beki-
all, touch not their meates. handle not their pleafures,
ard tafte notthejr companies, fer the workd feeth thee
& wil flaunder.the Lord feeth thee, & will ecompenfe.
Wee auovd the fight of ferpents,=s Moyfes fled fréhis
sod, why fhould we not thé flic fromthe fight of thas
oid ferpent the fathér of hies,which by al meanes pofsi-
Aible fecketh to deface the name of Chrift,& the natre -
ofthe fithfull, we comenot to the picture of the diuelk,
whichis idcliifed by a painter,bus we loath the ,tefenc;
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andabhorrethe proportion of it, why fhould wee 'not
then, as much the workes of himfelfe, \ whereby hecis
more flily commynicated votovs,then in all the pics
tures and images of the world?wee auoid the aiew'gcrq
thecockatriee layethher cgdes,beccaufe fhe poifonctly
the(ame: but atas, wee dayly delighe in the’P pathesof
vnrighteoufnes, wtere is greater dangerto our foules,
then all the poifons of the world can bring to the bodics

" thus wee efcape out of the {narey but wee falt into the
ditch,wee ftraine at gnates but we fwallow vp cammcksy -
wee play with the Lionand are afraide of the Lambe>
dcatﬁisat the'end of out iourney, and yet wee wilt noe
feeit. -Therefore againe and againe beware of offent
¢es, thatis take heede you bring not the glorious names,
of Chriftians to dilcredit, your fayth-to ignominy, your
hope to fhame, vour hbertie to flauerie, and fill not the
mouthes of the wicked, with your vnwife and intempes
sate walking, - ' '
Secondly, by shis wee note, that we muft not enelip
abftaine from theappearance ot euill thinges, but wee
muftal(> beware, we make not good thinges cutl; bulx
Boaz knew it washwlullforhimto talke prinately ot
pubhkely, day or night, alone ot in‘company :ith any
woman liuing : but hee was afraide left any thould: take
his example, asa rule or defencefor their prinate wan -
tonnes, oriudge his company with Ruth to bee:-viter-
Ivvnlawfull wherchbvthename of a2 magiftratr, the
o title of an Elder, and the crodite of two. f3ithfulk fee- -~
.uantes of God might bee impayred.. Therefoseto -
oo thefe occafions, with timely. arifing hec was care-
fultthat the knowledge thereof thould come vnro noiie,
that alawfall thing.mifundesftoo d ori conceiued fheuld
:notheemade vnlawfull.  And eraely, this teacheth
:wsalflo, in. chriftian wifdome, to weigh all our dvinges ,
»by the rule of the Apoftle, when hee faitly, altthinges 2ro 5,Co.32 13
-hawfull, burall thinges are not expedient=ali thinges arc
-lawfull, bus I willnot bec broughtinto bondace of .-
-ny: wherehee willeth vs not  onclyto ‘fee what: wee -
-may doe: without daunger to. “our felues, - bur alf
-witaous daungerto any othier: Secondly thatin nothisrg.
. T Qa ' wea
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we preiudice our chriftian libertie: wherby;we gather
cucrie thing muft be confidered with the circdftance of
tme, place, & perfous, 2 lawfull thing in time may bee
of place, and being lawfull fortime and place, yetit
may be valawfull for § perfons, this we will make plaine
- bythe exiple of alms & fafting which our fauiour Chrift
himfelfe vied. Itislawfull & a holy thing, to giue almes
atall times, yetif itbee done ifi a market place, or with
Mat.6.r.2 « 2 publikefigne, as to blowe  trumpet, or tolle a bell,
" 3.4.§ orfuchlike, it is hipocrific by the fentence of our faui.
our, and thercfore vnlawfull: cuenfo to pray conty-
nually is a good thing , but ifit bee done in the corners
ofthe firectes, orin the churces while all the congre-
gation bec hearing the preacher, itis viterly volawfull
the fame may bee faide of preaching and reading, ea-
ting arid drinking, laughing and weeping, working and
yl;ming, buying and felbag , watching and fleeping,
with fuchlike, all which-are good, neceflaric and lawfull,
-yetas they exceedein ime, place and perfons, they
.may be volawfull, and therefore not to bee done, By
«thisfet all the godly learne, to vfe the. meaneinall
.their indifferent actios; and fpecially according to
ahis prefent {cripture of Boaz and ‘Ruth,T wouldto
-God , that this too common companying of men and
womentogether were altogethier buried .and bany-
_fhedfromvs, Imeanefuchasisin thiswanton man-
ner, not onely in the maried who with their open and
.publike daliance giue great offence to fober mindes,
_ﬁc;:; alfo in the vnmarried,in their valeemely meetings,
daungerous conucnticles, wanton feaftesy and im-
,modeft running and dauncing together, which in many
. > .. vaftiiedperfons, ftirreth vp the fire of concupifcence,
Num. 258 1,10 ouche rather to be quenched, Eué as Phineas ftroke
“ % Ifracles arid the Madianitith woman ytogether vpon
- ancfpeate, fo woeuld God our Zimries'and Coabies
Lad fome punifhuneny to fay other from commit-
ting thelike in cucrie age, foritis much to bee fed-
red, thatthe heauie hande of God .is gone outa-
. gainftys, by reafon of our openand publique whoot-
doms, for cuenitaw the children arc:infected with the
Ce o example

»
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example of theivelders and whathope can there bee of
the agesto come when thofe that muft bee the parentes
of them, are thus foifoncd withinne, in the dayes of .
their youth : furely as the rogten feede bringeth but 3
forrowfull hatueft, fo corrupted and wick _chnldren’
will bring foorth a wofyll and - lamentable ofteridie,
Put awmi therefore this euill, of laying 1 umbling
blockes before the blinde, giuing offences to the weake'

- bretheren, breedingthe fclaunder of - the haly Gofpell,
greeuing the heartes of the fober minded, drawing the
curfe from heauen vpon vsy and viterly drowning oug
felucs and all our progenie in euerlafting deftrution. -

And whem hee badfarde giue me tby foeese.) This is the
firft thing which the holy Ghoft reporteth of Boaz
fincehee awaked from fleepe , and arofefrem his lod-

- ging, whetein hee calleth g)r the theete wherewithall -
Ruth was couered; (which no doubt but fhee broughe
from home with her) the which hee filleth with l%x_e"
meafures of barley the which meafures-as I take it,”
were Hins, and contained an Epha, whick-wee haye

*fhewed you wasfeuen gallons and 2 halfe of our eng.
lifh meafure,, for fo much gathered Ruth the firft dayof
hex;glean’ing. Qut of the which wee note the duety of
eucty godly man, which isthis, neuer to bee wearie of .
diftributing to the Church 2 for Boaz had often befto- .
wed muchupon Ruthand Naomi , yetwee feefooften
ashee could conneniently , he ftill continueth his libe- T e

sralitie. For this caufc Patil willethvs neuerto bee weaa 2+ Thefl 3
rie of weldoing, for hec which needeth our liberaligic 3.
to day, will alfo wantour reliefe to meorrow yand fo
often as the faithtull brother c6meth and camplaineth,
fo often are wee bound(if wee haue ) tofuccour his ne~

“eelsitie, Tknow many are willing to do g&od once ot
twife inone perfon, but to giue fo often s Bosz did -

‘to Naomi they.cannot abide, yetthis is our ‘weakenes
-and hatdnes of heart, for as wee pray cuerieday for out

- dayly bread,(; euery day(hauing enowgh)wee muft diz

~ firibatc our bread: " therefore wee muft - followe the

‘eounfell of Paul,not to be flackein doing of good, for ’

Yin ductime wee flialf reape if wee £aint not . and‘th;re‘ Gal.¢, 9,10

# ore
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fore while wee haue time, let vs doc good vato. all, bue
efpecially ta the houthould of faith, for asa father doth.
cucric day fuftaine and prouide for his awne honthold,
fo fhould wee which are the ftewards of the Lords pof~
fcffions, giye of his owne to his poore fcruants, for wee
thame his maieflic, i wee fuffer his mily to  wane,
‘Weercade that our Sauiour came often to one houf,
yetwas notaccounted a chasgeable gueft.  Weread
thatall the poore in the ‘p:iminiuc Church, were.dayly
maintained atthe coftof the wealthy: Our Sauiour
hath tolde vs thas wee thallalway  haue the poore a-
mong vs, to whome weemaydoe good. Not thae
wee thould once or twife beftowe liberallie,and cuer af-
ter chofe vp our beneuolence, butthat the fame  poore
&cx{om thatdwecll among vs fhould dayly receive -
heir daylyreliefe. Forhow fhall wee defire of God
tp finifly his worke of redemption begun in our foules,
when wee ceafe to perfebte our liberalitie beftowed-on
thepoore; . Andpow beloucdin the Lorde, if euer
youdid put'on compaffionate heartes towards your
poore bretheren in this time of deasth ,& thinkcnos fuf
ficicnt to diftribuse once, but ftretch outyonr handes a-
giﬂe and againe, to helpe the necelities of the poore
. faintes which dayly cry vato you giue, giue, that yous
. loue may increafe, your compalflion augment,and your
*fellow feeling of the fame hunger, may worke a fellow
feeding on che fame relicfe: : <
© . Andfoe came bome. Now wee are come to the
fecond part of this fcripture, which concerreth Naomi
« and'Ruth. And firlt heere is fer.downe her comming
bometo hermotherin law before day,.to whome fhee
declareth how the man had vfed hers what promife hee
. made her, and what gi‘thee fenther where wee fee the
dilicence of Ruth, who hafted toher motherin law te
thew her the newes,and¢o aucide the fclaunder which
wec fpoke of befose. . And this teacheth vs a mpeuall -
" 'concord in the dutics of our profefsion,, that the weaker
thould bee wamed by the elder, as Ruth was by Boaz,
- for wee muft not let any bee loft through defaslt of. our
- meghgancs, butshs wilctmuft goagme, and the - otfm
. " nyt
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muft obey,if any be wearic, letthé lay theirheads vpa
Qur aduile, for the credit of the gofpel pertainéth toal,

. & therfore.al muft be carefisll to maintaine the fame.
Thewm(ayd foee. Naomi hezring the report of this pro =

fperousficcefle, & fering the corn that Boaz had gi:xcn

her,comforeeth her d-ughter to tarry the iffue,loeking
for a ioyfull end of o happy abeginning:for fhe knew
Boaz would notfaintin that caufe§ fo much concerned
his creditas this did, nor flcepe ull he had ended hisin-
t¢nded deuife, WhercBy we firft of al note, that herc is
a godly example for paréts jo imitate, to ftay their chil-
dren bv exhortation,to depend in al! things vpon ¥ lei-
fure of the Lord forif they be fick,the céﬁmo_f parents
15 much woyth,if in trauble,che counfell of parents ma
_ eafethem, ifin labeur. the parentsaduife will mu
. encourage them, ifin danger,the care of their parents
may deliver them,and if they. be obftinate,who hut pa-
Tents can'reclaime thé,for as Abraham anfwered Ifaack
hisfonne when hee asked him for a facrifice, the Lord
{ayd hee will prouide a facrifice , euen fa parents muft’
thewe their children, the providence of God to main-
;ainc them, his oue to embrace them, his caretode-
end them,his word to inftru& them, and the merits of
Chrift to faue them.  Secondly, by this wee gathera
worthie example of 2 godly Magiftrate, who by his
woonted and accuftomed diligence,had wosne and de-
ferued this commendation that here Naomi giurth of
him,that hec would not reft till hee had finithed .the
matter, and followed the fute of the widdow to the
¢nd,which is 2 worthic cxansple for'men in authoritie
toimitate , that for confcience they fhould l:bour as
faithfully in the caufe of the poore, asifthey were hy-
red by fee irfthe fute of the weakhi¢, and would God
this could enterinto their mindes, which like dulthor-
fes will treuaile no further, then thé fpurre: of money
pricketh theni forward> how farre are they-fromthe
vprightoefle of Job , ' which was™ 4 eyeto the blipde,.
feete to the lame , ‘father 16 the poore, anddifigent-
Iv fouoht out the firife ‘wlich hee knewe net “:they
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in mercy forbeare them not, and in iuftice reward'the
not.But of this we haue fﬁ:lien before:mow lervs giue
prayfeto God for that which hath beene fpoked.

The elcucntthc’turfc.: N

 Chapg.Verler.2. 3,445 6.

. g Awd Boaz,wentGpto the gd;e and [atedown thers,

when beholde the kynfwan came by of wheme Boaz,

bud[pokem,ro whom he [a1d,boe fuch & one.come hither
and (it downe beererwho came and [ate down,

‘2 Thew Boaz, tooke tenmen of the eldessof the Cigy, ¢

faidto tiem [itdowne beere,atd they[ate dopme -

3 - Afterward befaidte the kinfman,Nsomi that iscome

" " agiine ont of the country of Meabwill (ell 4 parcell of

Jamd, whichwasewr ksvfman Elimelechs.

. 1y nd [ thowght to aduertife thee[aymg buyit befcre

-the affiffantes and’elder! of my people if thew wilt
redeeme st yedeene stsbutif thow wilt ot sedeeme 11,
sell mee for I know there is méric befide thee to redeeme

- dt,and Lam after thee. Then be anfwered, Fwillre-
deemgit. . '
§ Then[syd Boaz,,what day thowbuyeft the felde of she
barid of N aomsi, thos muft alfc buyst of Ruth the Mao

_bsrefie the$Cife of the dead,to firrep the name of she

dead Spom bissnberitance, '
€ Avndithe kinfman anfwered I cammot vedeemeit, leaft
Ldeftrey mime ovine imberitance , redeeme myright to
" phee for I cannot redeense st.

OW, by the permifsion of the Almightic,
we are come to the laft Chaprer, and laft
»art of this- Hiftorie, whereinthe holy
Shoft fheweth vnto vs, howe Boaz perr -

a1 dormeth his  pramife made voto Ruth
inthe former Chapter, and taketh her to bec his. wife:
the whole chapter coatsineth two parts, the firftisthe

mirdageof Boaz, and the fecond isthe defcripdonhof .
PARES i
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his kindred, as well his aunceftors, as his off ring, The

firft part of his mariage is defcribed in the firft fitvzene

verles of this Chapter,with all the circumftances there~
of neceflarytabe knowne , and wee will dimide itinto
two partst firft, mait bee confidered that whichpatfed
betweenc the other kinfman and Boaz in the firft ten
verfes: fccondly, the manner and circumftances of the
m

fes: fecondly, thealienation of the righttrom the o-
ther kinfman to Boaz, in the foare néxt verfes $ the

aniage, vato the end of the 1§.ver, Thethinges thar -
_paffed hetweene Boaz and his other kinfiman, are firft
“their conference aboutthe matter in thefe firft Gaver -

conference is defcribed by the place, that itwasat the -

ate of the Citie, verf.1.fecondly by the witneffes, that
was before the elders of the Citie, verf.2; Themat-~
ter being thus prepared, Boaz propoundeth the caufe:
of their meeting 10 two parts, firft for the redeeming
of theland at the hand of Naemi, which was the inhe-
ritance of their kinfman Elimelechs, wherunto hee an-
{wereththathe willredeeme it,ver, 4. fecondly,he pro-
poundeth vato him the mariage of Ruth, thatthe cafe
fo ftandeth, ifheeredeerethe inheritance , hee muit
alfo tarry. withthe widdow, for otherwife fhee would
notagret, and this is the fift verfe, Vo which latter
condition the kinfman anfwereth , thathee cannot doe
it, fieft, - fhewing the feafen of it, leaft hee déftroy his
owneinheritance, fecondly,yeclding him power tore-
deeme hisright in thisbehalfe;ver. 6,0f thefe parts let

- vsbrecfely fpeakeas the fpirite of God fhall giue vire-

rance,and the time permic. S
. Aud Boaz, wenmtSprothe gate, Wee haueheard
in the former Chapterhow Boaz, after hee had difpat -

Chap 3.15.

ched Ruth backe again to her mother inlawe, himfelfe™ .

went into the Citic,to finith vp the matter, now¢ in this

verfe we fee the place mentionied where Boazbeftow-

ed himfelfe after hee was come thither, which is the
ate ofthe Citie,where he waitéd till hee could fee his
infman comeinor out, andfeeinghim, called, whe
came vnto him, and fate downe befide him, Now the

.\ gates of the Citi¢sinthofc auncicntdayes, werethe ' -

pablike
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publike places of iudgemét, asappearcthin masy plas
Gen. 4.34- ces of('c:ipmrc,zmogg other, wli:gn Hemor nnﬁﬁ:hé
would perfwadetheir people to beecircumaifed, itis
fayd, they {ate in the gate of the Gitisbthe like s thatof
Motes,that the ob ftinate forine fhould bee brought by
his own parents to the elders of the Citie, &to the gate
of the place, likewife if anyman thould accufe his wite .
Deut.2r.19 Not tobeavirgin at the day of her marriage, thenher
& 22,15, parems thould bring the fignes of her virginitie tothe
clders of the Cutic,and the gate thereof, But wee muft
alfo know, that the publike ndgeméts and trials were
. doone fo openly for diuers caufes : Firft, ‘tharno truth
-might be congealed, & fo wrong iudgement pronouna
ced for thither cuery one might frecly come and fpeak
their minds. Sccondly, that Rrangers might haue lawe
andiuflice, ds wellas their naturall and native inhabi~
Gen.23.50. tants,and therefore it was at the .very entrance of their
Cites fo we fee Abraham aftranger ,in the indgement
Gen.22 . Place was heard before Hebrd & Heth, whé he boughe
Gen, 24 ¢o Risburying plice.Laftly, becaufe thar munitiS,ftrégth,
Rebecea, rniture; power and defence of the Citte, liyin the

Mat1G. ,6. gates:as God blefleth Abraham and fo alfo Laban and

38. bis mother blefle their fifter Ribkah, that their feede

.7 fhould poffefle the gatés of their enemies, that istheir
frongeft defence? And our Sauiour Chrift, fhewing
his Apottles that would jbuild his Church vppon the.
faith which they had conécﬂ'cd, faith, thatthe gatesof
‘hellfhoudd not preuaile againitit, meaning the whols.

* powerof the diuell thould neuc r ouercome it. .
And this teacheth vs by many things,firft,thatis mat-

ters of riall,equitic and iuftice, itis an inturic, if pub-
- likefaults be priuately adjudeed : for Abraham dealing:

but for a peece ot lande with Hebron, which was but
apriuate matter, could not obtaine ittill it came to the:
gate of the Cittic, the publike place of indgement, & if

amatterfo haneft and lawfull could not bec ended,

without fuch an open & publike aflembly, much more

Tim.e. OPCD offences,which are in themfelues wicked and dif~
3 dim S honeft, forthe Apoftle Gith, that thofe that fin openly,
¥ muftbe openly rebuked.Surcly there isnone of ysthat
.. are
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are ignorant of the great cuill which commeth by the

private handling of offences, for thereby guilty perfons .

cfcapevnpunithed, vniuft matters are by conceit con-

- firmed,publike peace is much abufed,as if eolours were

difcerned by blinde meny  orgold without thetouch-
ftonc in the light : Yet hereinare wee much boundto

agnific the %Ord, who hath vouchfafed vs 'oxfc’ courts
fogﬁ_ ciding of contreuerfics,punifhing of fellons, and
maintenance of peace, fotite for waightier, and fome
for higher contention, for as the waxe meltcth before
the funne,fo the fubtiltic of offcnders at the examina-
tion ofthe magiftrate,

Secondly, by this wee note that wee moftin iu(}ga
ment hauc regard both to the firanger and to the frec
borne,to the poore,and to the rich,to the widdow,and

* tp the marvied, & finally both alike to women & men,

for thus the Lord commandcth, Perucrtnot theright = -

of theftranger ot infant, neither take the garmentof &
widdow to pledge. Forwee muft rememberthat A<
braham,Ifzac, and Iacob, the fathers of the faithfully
were all their lies ftrangers in other lands, and there-
Yore wee which either would or fhould bee their chil-
.dren,by doing iniury to harbourles ftrangers, doere-

" ‘uile‘and opprefl our fpirituall fathers, whenweeloue

not their perfons, maintaine nottheir right, receiue not
rcirfuites, and heare not their fupplications, though
cy. were againft our owne felues, if wee iuftly deferue
them , but of this matter wee haue fpoken inthe firt}
& fecond chapeers. Thirdly,by this wee learne, " that
publke Tudges, - Tultices and iudgements, fhould bee
defedded by publike authoritic, for as ti:cfc Tudgey
fatein the gate where the munitions were, :that i any
fhould refufe them, theyhad power and firengthto
compell them:euen fo,if men of wifedgm haue not au«
thoritie,who feeth not that euery difordred perfon doth
contempe them,Rut if they haue authoritie 20d donet
thew it in punifhing of offenders, without feare or fauor
ofmé,they are like to Saul,when God had commanded
him to kill the Amalckits,& fpare ncither man,woman,

Y
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he Gaued king Agag, but the Lord refufed him,. and

eafthim out of fauour, and Aga ? was hewenin peeces

by the Prophet Samuell:cuen foitisto be feared, that"
therebe a great many Saules inedery fplacc, whofe af-

fetions flasd for lawe, fparing their friendes for fauor,
and great sien for feare, who aré likewife reprobated
of the Lord and rebuked by his minifters. And heere
wee haue good occafionto be thankfullto the Lorde,
which hath giuen our Magiftrates this power, ‘that al
 things are done in the namé of the Prince, anduafsifted
' by the counttey, for the punifhment of offendours: and
Ipray God icreafe more obedience to their authority
in others,and more courage in themfelues, to ftrike a-
funder with the fworde of iuftice, the indiffoluble
knotsof injurious and contentious perfons, andto

giuc_ the offendours theit deferued reward: Then here

wee haue Boaz fitting in' the judgement place; as one
that was notathamed .of his lawfull canfe, & the Lorde

* which guideth all things, and would now regard the

religion of Ruth,  bringeth ¢he other kinfman to the
fight of Béaz, who calleth hifn, and hée commethat the
requeft of Boaz, and there tarricth and fitteth downe;
where we will leauc bim, and goe tothefecond part;
which is the witnefe of this conference.  ~~ ¢

 Then BoaZ scgke tenne men, The witneffesof th.'_c
a6ions, whichare to paffe in this place, wee heare i
thefe words to be ten nen of the elders of the Cittie;
there are ouely tennc in iy indgement, bedaufe-cuery
Cittic 6fthe Ifraclites had twelue gouernors,according
to the number of the tribes of Hracl, to wheme apper-
tained the ordering of all ciuifl ¢aules among them, for
they mingled not with teligion : now it isvery likely
that B4z and this other kin{man , beeing men of {o
great kindred and wealth, were two of the number of
the Elders, who being the partiesin fuite, had the refi*
due of their fellowes,tobe witnefles of the 1650nsthat

Eﬁﬁch&wcguc them, ‘And this interpretation i€ conr- .

firmeéd; " by the diligent examiination of the place, for
itis f3yd that Boaz tooke them, asif hee were equall of

Zreaterip anhorjtzethen theys andthe otherbccilg, a; :
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man of greate wealth as appearceh by this that hee was
willing to redceme the inheritsunce of Naomi, which
could bee no {mall charge confidering the late trouble-

fome dayes, and-after wee fhall hearein the 6, verle -

that heewould not - take Ruth for feare of  his owne
hame thouldbee putout in Ifraell, wheiby appearech
his calling not to bee:meane,  befide his linige which
was to the greateft houfe in  Tudah, by the which ‘it
muftneedes followe that hee was an ‘alder or ruler a<
mong them, which beeing plainc both by this and o~
th'erghcgs of Sesipture, that the ciuill goucrnment of
the people was excerci‘ed by elders, and that the elders
themfelues could do nothing  without the confentof
their fellowes. - Weefee herenoted voto vs this excels
Jent do€trine, namcly, that menin authoritic and gos
- uernment muft exercife nothing without the due ex¢-
cution of their owne lawe and decrees: wee fze here this
Boaz a man of greate authoritie, ‘and lead by the fpirire’
of God, hauing 2 caufe for himfIfe, ‘would net defiré
or gocabout to-accomplifly it, 'burin the “judgement
feate and prefence of the clders,” fo thar no fausurof
perfons may breake: . the courle ofiuftice, wherebya
€ommon wealth is ruled, . Somethioke ita bafe things
that greate menfhall ftand to bee indged in the place
of common peffons: And I thinke itas greatea faule
thatcommon perfons  thould haue aryaccefle toMa <
giftrages to bec iudged by them; fof as ivdebafeth theie
¢ftate to becioyned with thefe inindgcment, fo it trous

blesheeheir quictnesto. bee iudges :ouer them. . By .

fomne, & they of the greater fort,which hauetheir law in
their-ovwne handes, deale with it as Tudak did, when it
was told him that his daughter Thamar was with childe,
then there wasnothing butfire and fagot to punith
herfor ber whoredome, till thee fhewed him that hee
was théman by whome it came, as- Nathin did with
Duavwid; . but thentheheate of the fire was weit cooled ,
when himfelfewas found 1o bee the greateft offerdors
¢en fo many. déale againft the weaker and * poorct
fotr, the lawes dre executed to the vécermott, bor “the

L.
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he friendfhiip, whichis not onely a’ faalt -to other, but
n their owne confciences, forhow can they indge a+¢
nother, whep the {ame offence condemneth - them-
Lelues? and thereforc as there was one geaerall place: of
widgement, fo there was bur one common mannerof
wiall: like 29 Godiudgeth the rich and poore, (o a good

* Magiftrate fhould equally reccine both, and beeas

willing to bee indged thetmfcles, as to giue fentenge vp~
panothers. - 2 .. 5. v o T
- Secondly, by this example of Boaz and the elders of
Bethlem wee obferne thatin our poblike -bafines, : wed
muttsolore efpecially to the Magiitrates: euenin “thofe
thinges that yequire nothing - butrecord -and  witnef=
bearing, - Tlus Boazmi fithage gotten. fome of ‘his
priuze fricndesihefore whome hee might haue effedted.
the inatter, but.wed fee him hegre the folicitour-of -hiw
Qwne catfe, and craneth no friendfhip, but the. wies
nalle of the clders, by the which this dodtrine is:confir<
med3. and therefore our Sauiour hauing cleanfedz

lgper., biddeth hisnto thew himfclfe to- the Pricftes for

3wigaes-vynto shem, and forthis caufe it: was c6maun~

dedjo-the law; that the weightie. matters thould bee -

brought beforelic pricfes, for Magiftrites. muft heare
as well the conclufion of_peice,. as thc contentions of
difquietnes betwerne man and inan, : Whorein we.are
bound tarender mofthinable and earnef} thankes toals

- sighte God, who hathvouchfafed ys tb Bleﬂ?n;,;l;?
o

the contraltes, of miatrimonie’,; the: conueyanee o

_ Kfsions, the redecming of mosgaged handes;thereobrdd

of inhiceitancesy a4id the purchafe of cacric lawfoll thing?
senaineth weitten in thefeuerall courtes and officest

credite, that they might bee cuerlafting teftimdriies for
Wi¢ pofterities fucteedings - ¢ - ceqedle gda

- fiesyard Bouzfdvd Boiz lkeawile shanzconeass

. kthhis mind fram +he: elders and kinfmian,:aill'th

vere all quietlyfettogether,and thedhe Beginheth widi

) oncparte of his fuse, telling the kinfinarvof the hadde df

Blimelech which wasto bee redeemédby his * neerefd
kinymat, the:which B2z prapoundeth - bur.verié: obs:
feurely, that thereby He'ight.disobgbly ke his. mA;:

ir)
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~ and good will toward Naomi, and makingitknowne < * -
- inthe prefence of the clders, hée might by nomcanes -

recal! his words,And this téacheth vs not only innocent
‘yprightnes, but alfo godly pollicy, that wee be carefull

of the fpeaking iniudgement, {o much as may further
our iuft and Jawfull caufe, and not hinderit.” For thus
dealeth Boaz,he did notacthe firft thew the drift, and
fecret of his minde, whish was the marriage of Ruth,
whercofas yet he knowcth nothing,but beginning the
matter with the redemption of the [ands, co oil't_etﬁ the

 mariageby thereftoring of theinheritance,for by this

meancs he opencth the fecrets of his kinfmans heare,
that he bore fome good will to the caufe of Naomi,but
of this matter inough.. ' . -
" Wherefore be derermined. Inthe formerverfe,and in

"this Boaz propoundeth the mateer to his kinfman,

teftifying thereby, that of duetic and confcience he did
feint cgclulfc of the widdow, and requireth him
For his ductic and confcience, toperforme the part
of akinfman, which is_cither to redeeme theright;
ortorender it v;:ge, fhewing that befide them two;
there is not one
mifing, thatif hec refufed , then hee himfelfe would:
difcharge that ductic.  Where'wefee firft of all a holy
example, teaching vs to deale with our ncighbonrs;
for our felues,or for other, cuen as-Boaz did in this
lace : for hee might haue charged his kinfmar, that
ec had noloe or care to Naomi, that he had omie-
ted his ductic’ ih not redeemin zf:e inheritance be-
fore thisday, thatthiscouctoufnes was fo greae, that
he had forgotthe very law of God : and finally, hee,
might haue called vppon the Magiftrates for fome,
punithmentto bee inflicted on him for his difobedi-
“tnceto thelawe of God, and negle@ of his ductie
toward Naemi, Butheedothnone of thefe, but fo-
berly in the prefence of the Elders, hee mrneth hig
¢ t{e fpcech to the partie, and hauing propouns
ed the matter, requiretha prefent anfwere. Wheros

" by wee are admonithed,. ‘that with the like chadtic’

‘wechandle our ncig'hb'éurs,';ii‘ we haue ghena ae

3 any

atwas bound vato it :and alfo pro. -

A
;
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Mat.§.5.29 20yaduantage, for this is that meekenes that caufeth to
1.Cor. 13, inherite the earth, for thereby wee follow Chrift, with
Ephc.g.ze whom we thdll find reftto our foules, for loué dealeth
hot chutlifhly, it feckethnot hisowne, itisnot bitter,
it thinkieth no cuill: * Therefore as Paul intredted the
Ephefians,fo muft Lintrcite Vou, that wee fo walke, as
iy 'wa;.hy ol vocation; vito thie which we are called, in
H¥mydettie, meckenes, arid gentlenes 6f minde, bea-
ring with one an odxcrthtdugﬁ chatitic. " Oh howevsi-
godIK are thele clamorous accufations amongtvs, for
which many lie in waite, that' they might haue any .
caufe'to draw their ‘brethren, a3 it were flarke naked
mto-theprefence, of the magiftrates, that is, with moft
itmpudent and fhamelefle vntruthes, to charge and
examine them vppon their owne fufpitions,neuer thin-
ling on the iniuries they offer vato.them , ‘or looking .
for the fime meafure againe at the handesof other,
Sothethercarealfo , which for cuery trifling farthing,
wnil call their neighbours before the Magiftrate,deligh-
tngin their owne iniurics, the troubles of their friends,
the difqnictnes of the Magiftrates, and the abufe of
the law | whofe impatient conftitudon calleth for ven-
" geance atthe hands of the Lord, andthe curfe ofthe
- . lindis'gone ous againft them, nothing is wanting, bite
that the braunches of their vnquiet fpirite, fhould bee
ptuncd by the fword of uftice, by thcm\to whomthey -

s

thake their complaints, = o

" % Sccondly,by this example of Boaz wee gather, that
the onely caufe of bringing fuites before the elders and
magiftrates, was the peace and quictnes of the people,
not for the kindling, ‘but the quenching of contention
beforeit arofe, thar the dayly brawling, rayling, chi<
ding,ind qaarrclling, might bee prcuc_nscd%v the
wifedome of the Magiftrates, for as the Philiftines
tooke qway all the armaar of the Ifraclites, to keepe
therh from rebeflidn, ' fa Magiftrates hearing of caufes
Witk feucritic and iuftice , fhould take away the in«
firamengs of opprefsions,” and the weapons of con=
féi}ti{jus;upérfor,s fromthg ¢comimon-weglth. Thirdly,
by this allo wee gathef die diuerfigic of proceedings 1n

. & a . Sl e lwc‘m
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' the world groweth, the troubles thercof are jngreafed: *

fudiciall caufes in thefe dayes, -and in times paft, Then
menjn their owne pesfons did pleade in iudgemens®
their owne_caufes, but now others make gain, of it,
then fiziteg Wore not fo tedious, asnow they are, then
men fought not out fuch fiyding thiftes to couer - theic
falfe hoode, but they did as Boaz .and his kinfenan
docth, the onc finiply ibpqqncicth his (griefe, sndthe
other gently anfwered his queftion,for {o thould cuer
one vitar the truth indifferently, both to theirbeén
aad damage; then the world was not woubled, with
writs,fees, or counfellors, .but uery man branght his

caufe and his'witnes, {o the iniury was quickly confe{-
fed,cafily uied,and fpeedily rerbedicd; finally, weere~ .

uaine almoft nothing of the aunciest, mannersin- this
point,but only the bare and outward names , BE( she
which we arc admonifhed of humane ‘miferic,.! for.ds
in the firft age they had no warres: .in the fegond.
thez had n% ,qcrtzine dwellings, . in the third q%cdg
hadno chargeable fyites, in thi fou‘:tl; agethey
,quictnes,and cuer fince wars ?\a.ue multplyed bloud,
one countrey carryed to another, mens lawfulkinheri-

tances are taken by violence; the Church isfpoyled of -

her libgrtie, the world of her peace, ourbedyes of their
health,our goods of their continuance, ousnames af
their credite,our corne of increafe , . our lands,of their
fruits,and all our liues of their, naturall benefites. Qur
Sauiour fhewed vs, that befote the end, .the loueof
many (hould waxe cold, busfurely itis not opely ¢old,
butfrozen in our lamentable age 2 the Apoftle hath
fhewed vs, that men fhould -bee louers. of themfeluer,
and lougrs of pleafures, more then G O D,. when fhall
the(¢ dayesbe, if they bae notnow? may wee not fee
that cuery one raketh for his profite, as the Egle ra~
neneth for her pray, 1f thoy inay gette-houfle or lanid, -
leafes or farmes,” goeds orcattels, meney or meato,
apparreltor eafc, they catepor though all other Lo
harbourles.ia the ficldes,naked in the &eetes, and pi-
ping in their weary and dayly labours, Dothnotnaw
the Gentleman s12Ke mgre account of his worfhip,
o ‘ P them
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then the worthip of God, the Marchaat of his profite,,
then'of 1efus Chrift, 'the hisbandman of his fruits,
thenof the feare of the Lord, the labourer of his wa-
ges, thed the wealth of his foule, thebegger ofhis
almes,thé of the vnfained deuoti6, & cuery craftefman
ofhis tade, more then of true religion. 7 whenth

the d:( of vengeance core? for the Churchof GO D
trauaifeth with childe of thefc mifcries, and cuciic day
is a'thoufand til fhe be delmered, furely the day cannot
bec long before the finall remaedicappeare, .
" But Boag fayd. - Afierhechad entred with the land,

and the other had graunted to redeeme it; hee procee-

*deth alfé to the fecond part of his fpecehi, telling him,

if hee redeeme it, hee muft redeeme it at ghe hand of
Ruithi the Moabitefle, the wife of the dead, with whom
- he ruft tarrie, to raife vp the name of the déad yppoa
his inhetitancé. Thislawe for aman to marrie with the
.widdow ofhis deceafed brothier, asit is commaunded
by the Lard, (o it had 2" fpeciall regard to many things,

" il f5¢ the cohtindance of the firft borne in everyfa-

wmily’, who were the Lerds by the faw, - fignifying
herchy, that Chiift the ‘it borne of the Almightic,
“fhould remaine witkratThis Church, like the firft borng
‘of this world, and bee the heyres of grace for euer and -
«etter, - And as hee would not fuffer any familic to want
“a fieft bérne, beciufeit was the Lerdes, fonotone of
the fatthfullcan beeloft, becanfe they are the Lordes,
‘Secondly becae it was an image of the refurre€tion,
forss atianbeing dead withoutiffue , his brother ta-
Keth hiis wifé,begetteth a fonne, which fhall bee called
1h¢ fonne of the decéafed, and hee whichis dead fhall
liué in hittiin as much as hisname is receiucd : ¢uen fo
the body layd dead in the graue,fhall be receined at the,
1aft day by the powerful working of the' Almightie, fot
. -asthe firftis wonderfall, o' the fecondis admirable,

* -Thirdly, by this law offubrogation,,  is fignified the

jgreat care which the Lord Bad for the temporall aug:-
mestting of euerie fainilie among the Tfrachies, and m’
thot, the loncof Godin Chrift to his Church, that
¢hough wee die without fruit in barreancfle, yct .‘"i
A O N or
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- Kard will giucvsa name; whereby aftcta féw duyeswe:

. &ﬂum with him foreder.! - -~ ,\‘,, DUV IO S B {

;- Butin thefo wordes weefislt -of all' nove; when heé
faith that hee mhultbuy itar the hind.qf Rushithe Moa«
bizcfle, the wike ofthé deceafed ; thasorie curfe- both of
wheredompiianaflandsy:and marriage of the brother
Qy nextheyreco the widdowe, was fdr the - womans o
widdowes (ake, namely, that fhee fhould ot bee teft
deftitytes for: wee reade inthe Gofpell :of -Luke, that

basrenncilo was. agreate reprock: ‘aniong  wotnenin Luc.tsiga

thof€ dayes ;now-wee know. thaxchis:-law was" oscly
forbarsen widdawes, and - not fer! themothat wete
fouitfull , apd.who woiild mirry-with fuch a ‘wortian;
whamein bis.ownc beare hee feared- wold bee” fruied
Jefles therefose the Lordto fuccour. thefé:poore  defo-
late widdowes . gauc chis fora faw, thac ‘the' Brothek
erpcereft kinfman to: the hm(bandes detenfed;; fhonld
fakethom ta_their wines: ‘whorerhed apaive * tome
snendethvxo vs she carcfull cftard of dofiitute ‘wids
zcieficd , woe ik rhoeine tom , € forfaken; we niaf
ﬁd ngo:fl;km\iﬁ d weo tm;&'“a!llﬁ dherts,
finally i will marry, thiy. ma¥ ; yea their owne
frighdes, ot thie, élmr"chm' % thzn-'iht'!sbmdei.
And fecing the Lotd would vmsidecroeby # law , the
fafegardo of thofe that were delpifed; modrmont would
hee defend by:indgement the caafe of poore franfult
widdoowes, the thethers of many chldren, ~ Now ft
. thoisgh wee are net baunde to this liwe of martiage,

yet wee are tied: to doc: good to the widdawes , for

the nature of the: law becing: long -finte abrogated;
yet thevfe thereof remmayneth foreueriand cuer. Fok
maintenance by the word ™ of Godwnuftbee. allowed
them wherewithall they may line; their husbandes
beting deade. -Thercfore Boaz telleth-  his: kinfet
grian, thathee muft redeeme the inheritaunce " at the.
Biandes of Ruth she ' Moabiteffe,. beecaufe by her
mariyage , it is made the widdowes,; the husbande.
dying withouriffue, like as in. this. place: wee. ob-

"~ femae that alt the ighehirance defeendeih vo the wid-
<y » Bow:
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dowes,, i they:bed:apprefied; wee moft:bofe themy ¥
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'dowe, arid theeetate thee beftowed her felfe vgokﬁ
" mextof the kindred, who indeedeith vs-is the heireta
.all, . Thercfare by this wee muft all leasnie: but efpeci -
ally they matried, ar thofe thatinvend it hereafter, that
tis ong efpeciall duery of a caseful husband, to prouide
beforehand for the - maintesance of theis wines, thatif
death neuerfo fuddaine take themaway, yet they may
ot leane therm as many haue done;, harhotreleflé wiehi
outhoyfle,comfirrelefle without fricnds; and wealhied
v writhous conugnient raintenance. ' By vhis weefke; th
commendable .affirance of icinturcs assd dowers -ini
Landes ormony, which many parcats do wifely take for
their danghters, to bec 2 thing dlowableby the word of
God: yet many offchdin theexcefle diavehey will newet .
match where theyigan hane none; shough there bee mes
et fo great hopeinwme ta comefothat- wealth and
noxbingelsiug: diof maft: nuniages - ‘Thenby
this wee fee condenined firft all thefawhich:bauing faf-
ficient, will hirdly keateto their.warts any shing befide
that which théy cannet kecpefremthem;and heneerit is,
#hat many leau o theis clildrem infdeeds and thoak
fands, but f¢sntiwenties ot foricxeo thedr belpleffe wide
dowes. . Qshey hauind many childrer leade the gress
teft part oftheis w ealth totheir widowes ahitongh whofe
- youthfull snartiages,masdy titmes, theiciwholo pofteri
j2broughtta powerty.: Batathirddortshene are which
mind noghing faur opely marrizge; abd: botrowe a lirde:
for theirfeftinall day, buc . afterwazd fee the world finke
or wimme,. children withonubreade; wiues - withont
gomfort, themfelues asbare as. the Grathopper in wint
ter and their whole familics mo# pittifully tormentedy
they repent, thoygh.all too late,she cloldren with they
had neuer-bin borae, the parénces curfethe day of ‘theit:
firft acquaintanee, the family. complaine of pbuertye;
the cuntrey of eharges, the people ofheceflitze but they
poore filly foules, the Innocent - infantesare left'to -thé
mercileffe world,to liuein beggeric, Ohthat this iodli
on

- forecaft would cpter into the mindes of many hea

parentcs, that their lines might bec ‘more bleffed; thewr
children more happic; sheir familics: moro- cmwgn
N ) . 4 ) %
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the couiitrey better furnithed, and the poore better fue=
€dured, that there mightbee fo complayning in ou¥
ficetesyno leading into taptinity, and -not ong¢ feebler
perfod amonig vs, that our fonnes ity bec as the fruic=
fix'lsirniers, and our daughéers like the polithed cor-
neds of the temple O blefled are the people that bee:
in'fuckacafe, yea bleffed are the people’ wholt God
& the Lotd, * Then fliould the. 2ime of ‘God bee ko<
nouted:by our liues, and-praifed ifi our dirkes,whé
8ur widdowes are - prouided’ for, our-children mayns
:f:gtd, our families noyrifhied, and var foules thall bee:

edss - A "" K l'..'(r_':\'n Ll .

.= "Then thekinfman (usd. '~ This Econd queftion of
- manriage beding propounded, the kinf¥rtjani in* thete
wordésainfwearcth, that hee cannot rédéeme the infie~
#harce vppon the €onditiop, and giueth a réafon theres
of,- becaule' thentd fne others, hee thould deftroy
Kisowne, }n‘canir‘fg"if het'had but one child by Ruth,
that fhould Bee For ¥achlon her deceafed kiisband, dnd

_ f84s gwneratie fhould bee forgoteenn i “his inheri~
tansd, . ‘Whereby weefecthathee oppofeth the' feare
8Echiciofle of hisowne hame, againft the Teuere com<
maundement of Gad; and-doubteth that if hee follow

ché law of God and cultame of the faithfull,"Bis lande -

hay lacke an heyre; his-houfe'a maiftery and himfelfe
ifonne; Theliké vto this was thatof Onan the fe-
nd fonne of Tudah , when hee thould have taken the
: of his deceafed brother, would not performe his
y towardes her, butcbufing in filthines his owne
icdie; beecaufe heg would not benefite his brother, was
thercfore uftly (hine by the Lotd. * And I feare that
 gre:t many are ficke of theTame difeafe, that loue the
world aboue the worde, their land aboue the law of
God, their childrcn more then charitie requireth, who
thinke they are bornefor no bodie but onely for them-
felues : butefpecially in marriage, they had rather haue
_theland then the man, the portion then the woman,
Jike this man v hich was willing to take the inheritance
but vowillingto marrie thel widdow, for this caufe

thaer anncolTa hack fldenn s dwiddnwie shaw neaforea

Gen.3d. &
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sheir priuate gaine, before publike godlinefle, who. fom;

 #heijr polterine fome are occupied in ;bnber‘y , fome..in

viarie, fome in extortion, and many volawfull bargay#
ning, whofe onely and chicfecare is for nothing, “bug,
thatthey may diesich: but better is poore Lazarus: ag
his death, then'all therich gluttons jin, the workd: *for
wealth maketh notto dic well, but sather choketh.. she
foufe with-isfatiable carg , oncly religionis the -fusefk
Badge ofa godly man, whofe riches 1s poucrtic, whofe
pleature pame, and whafe regarde is faluation. Bug, this

" manis well content to giue ouer. his right to Bohan

wherein furely hee doth him apleafure, butif therg had
bene any profitc init, hee would firft. have feryed  him~
e: wherein wee haue-a worthic example of a wasldiy .

minde, which graunteth all thinges tiff it touch his- di~

 commodiy: forthus the world will bearc v présch ol

s

weerebuke their couctoufnefle, or craue their beneus-
feage; for eucric one will goc as farrc drie foote as. they

~ can, butnone will beewet forthe law of the Lord: sthan

is, Jo long as wee.tcll them of their faithes, exharg, thesy
to repentaunce, perfwade them from ple.a,fur.e::fi)gzm
&eancfle, but once touch their purfes, as Tohn, Baprf
i ‘.sl_id.!Herh?dcs fwfhﬂs?mmbeﬂ. rewll ;.
.. 1 ;preaching, faith and repcomance:but , ..y 34

B .;u‘:%ugbﬂulk thoe for this, .. i.-;-
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The twclfrh Lcé'turc '

' Chap.q..Vérd: 5;8:9;140. s e

o . S oo
' 7‘Nwtbhv4¢tbewkﬁnti-¢:’~% AL
. BIng thw eedeeosimp awd. chamgimg for g0 m“ll
thimps.a maw dsdplucie off bui fooce, andpane it tokfy

. uzz%qr,zndthtmu foremitveflem lfrael, -

 Thersfbre the binfinen [a9d ¢ Boiex Jhagy it (or thee v

. ’,’M‘I‘“}ﬁ“‘. /?‘, N ;‘,M .,r; [ )@

¢

9 4md Boaz. (ayd o b Elders, ad $wto sthe M ;.

Je amimﬁ:rbﬂd,g;tbatlﬁm‘ngbt4)! 4t Wat

. gt;mz_.cl,,,‘m.uwr;.%’c&.ﬁmmu%,,f -

thebandof Naomi, .. . ATl
Yo Andmoreower,Ruth the Maskitoffe the wi %of Mab:
. danhaue I boughy Yo bemywsf2, to firve G;f;bd nawme
. of thedead Spombis inberesance, and tioat the waiime of
* . .dead bemotpus o~ ﬂdwmn'! his bretherew | . ‘m(

. ﬁqp,gbg‘ntg efbg fl{fe]e arewyenelfes this day.

the m;ticfb?!ﬁccnc goaftﬁ hus gmfv
Man, how the ‘one refigneth his tight g’
Bl other, i e kg o2
e matriage. They confilt of two pasts': firlt,
a defctiption of the auncient manner of alienagion, ot
 changing of tides,rights, and properties,inthe feuenth
verfe.in thefe words : Nowe fhis was the manner afora
time &t to the endé of the verfe, ' The fecondisthe
‘mapner How this ian doth gjuc aucr, and refigne his

ghtto Bbaz, inthe ¢jghe,ninik, ‘and tenth verfes : and

- intheninth verfe , y
buyé orredecme’it i Secondlv. hee draweth aff hic

contaibéthitwo F‘ér:s‘,f tEe firft refpecteth the kinfman
erfe = where firft hee biddeth Boaz.to
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Thefecond part refpeéteth Boaz, and thewgth how
ke receincthitinthe 2. ndxevdfeswhercinfirthee cal-
Jeth witaefle of theeldert idd fedplé.ver.10.Secondly
he accepteth the proffer,or purchafe, whichis double:
firft,the land or inheritance, verfe 10, Secondly, the
widdow or wife of MaxlloR, ver(e 11. Of thelc lette vs

breefely fpeake in arder as they lie, with the afsiftance -

efGod higfpirit,and the permifsion of the difne.”

. Now.thy gy, Firft of alt hoere iz defcribed the mian-
nerofGod his people, how in sungicnt tine; they were
wountty. alicnaté,or pucofftheirtight front onc’o 2o~
gther; which the holy Ghoft downe ot the ber=
ter vaderffanding of that which followeth. -And-this:
g manaex af chzn'éiag. or-felling -was commaunded by
2% the Lord himfelfe, as wereadin thefeswards, Thenthe

. e Elders.of thisCitei¢ fhallcall hirr and’ commune with

him ifhe fand and fay,I will nogeakeher: Then fhall
his kinGveraant come #ntohidi , in- tlie prefence of the
Elders,: 394 laol his fhoocfrom bis fodte., and fhit in
hisfacg', . and.anlwsre and fay, {o fhall itbee done ta

Bitn, that ywill nac brild vp-his -brothers houfe, ~And

sname thalkbee alled in:IGagl,- the houfeof him

. whofe thooe is put off. ‘In the which words wee note

. thefethings : Firft,: that it was the dutic of 2 woman'

" 0 complyne-of fuch a mag befare the 'Magigtrates,ds
we may fee inthe pver, Secondly, that the Magiflsates
wer¢haund 2o cal ndx examine fuch perfoms, of the
tinfes  of their &crliall.' . Thirdly, that the woman
fhontdpull off the ﬂ';ob,e,’}, #ndalfo {pitin his face,which
the Lord did doubtleffe gommand for the paore com-
fordefic womins [vke, that no-excufe fhould bee ad-
fritted of deliy,butthat they mighe* cither be prefent-

Iy recciued,grprefeadly refufed : orthe shich wasnat
fitto day;would not'bec to mosrgw,, where wé gather
the greatcire ofthe Lord for widdpwes, whichhath
wamcd cheit fricuds to prauide for them matriages. &
4rmed the migiftratgs tod¢feng theis wealienes,truly
4s'they which are leaft 1gcqiired in the world, are moft

éfteemed of the Lord ; <aen fo they which are moft
regarded of the would, are leaR refpe Ged of the Lofrg:
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focin this law the almightic had an'efpeciall eyetothe
oore, fot hee knew the wealthy. could wantno hul~
Eand{; Whereby wec are taught firft, to magnifie
thé goodnefle of the Lord : which as MaryTayth, loo-
keth vpon the gporc} degree of his feruants : andbe- L@ 1, 48.
holdeththe rich a farre og; his delight is in aduauncing,
ofthem that are caft downe,, . and all hislawes defende
the caufes of the opprefled. Secondly, that wee make:
no light account or reckoning of thofe whom the Lord: )
in his word doth fo highly commend vatovs ¢ for it
dsan efpeciall token of them that thall bee Taued, that Pla.ss.4.
they make much of them that feare the Lord : what Luc.16.2 9.
though they bee 2s poore as Lazarus, & ncuer fo con-
temptible in theeye of the werld : yet & is athorfand
times more c6mendable to be friendly to fack,then to
all the rich gluttons of the world, but of this poynt weg
tiaue fpok (nbefore,and it is fufficient to touchitnow,
Secondly, by this weealfo note, that if therébee an
nayiniurie done to the children by the parents, or to,
widdowes, by thair friendes in their marriages, -itis
Lawtull for themio appeale to the Magiftrites :  As for
example, ifthe parents would force their children,
dither not to marric at all,or clfe to martic againft their
mindes,rather then to yeeld to cither of 'both, they
may and ought to fue'to the Magiftrate: The whicﬁ
asitwaslawfull forthe Tewes by this law here menti<
oned,¢uznfo it is leftto vs to immitate, althongh the
ceremeniall vie of it bee ceafed, whichconfifted onely - - .~y
intheir brothers marriage, and aslong as Magiftrates -
are,(o long thetruevieof it remaineth, asifdoth in

' manmy others. Yet although the Gofpel fpeake not ofit,

becaafe itis a thing {o farse againft pature,. yeritcom-
maundeth, thae they whichdoe cuill, fhould feare the .
fword of the magiftrate, becaufe heebeareth it notin .
vaine : and moreouer it is flatly agaioft the Gofpell, RE.27.104
that any’ fhould doe vnto other, which they would Mat. 772
nothauc'done to them/elues:much more this forcible
dealing with friends or children : Andifit bec hwfuft®
for the wife orhusbandto flie to the magiftrate in pri-

sate iniuries, muchmore for the children, which K;r:

. coe il B  we

Yoo e
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weaker,and therefore neede more helpe. This T fpeake 5
not to ftirre vp themindes of any againft their parents,

_ but withthé Apoftle I exhort and commaund thit cuc-~

7 4., 5. Tyoncobey their parents in all thinges lawfull : for

heeis accurfed that doth otherwife , ~ but tothis end I
veeer it,thaewee may know what is lawful, & whatis va -
lawfull : for the fame God which hath commanded thae
parents thonld bring theirvaruly fdnnes and daughters
forto bee punifhed, willeth alfo that they which do any
 hurteo their children, cither in foule, to draw them
" fromthe Lord,or in body, asinvnlawfull or vngodly

*eo< - marriages,in vnlawfull and vagodly a&ions, their onl
. f¢fuge thould e, to the minifter of God,the lawful ma-
giftrate,to whé they owemore obedience then to their
owne parents, Thercfore Paul willeth pareits,that they
proucke not their children to wrath,, which is by theit
tyranous commandements to bind their confciences,
and their cruell authoritic to murther their mindes:For

it 2 priuaté fubie& may fue againft the prince, & crane

the law,much more a Fonnc or a daughter, being grie.

ted by theirparents : The vie of this do&rine is to

tcach and inftruc vs, firft what ductic wecowe to the

magiftrates, who haue greater care and charge ouet

vsfor the peace of our countrey , and publike welfare,

then parentsfor our maintenance, dand ptiuate obe-
dience:therefore Paul willeth to pray and giue thanks

CTi ) for the magiftrates,thatvnder them we may: liue godly

1,lima.5 0 quict liues, for thatis good and acceptable] in the

i3 fizhtof God our Sauiour, whc'rebz wee may iuftly

, complaine of the flacknes ofour vnhappie age,where-

' in men murmurand grudge at anv charge which ati-
.fethfor our Prince,but efpecially that thete are fo few,
wkich in all theis lives haue prayed for Prince or Ma-.

.~ - -giftrates, andifthey haue, it wasbut awith and no
more, that they migh liug in peace to gather wealth,

notin godlines,for the profite of theit foules : Againe .

_-by this all parents muftbee inftruéed , howe to deals.

‘ i}v{b their children, thatthey Taigne ot like Gods 0+
ver the fruites of their bodies,  butintreate them in
mieckenefle, being of yeeres of diférerion, hk% etlixcnr ‘
- ‘ b cHow



. The Rewardof R eligion. 223
Hollow heyresof God his kingdome : cuen as they will
anfwere to the Almightc, who gave them fuch iffue,
and to the lawes of ouf-Prince , that requircth account

-of them,for the chiefcft ftroke lyeth notintheni, but
in thofe that gouern both Church & comiiton-wealth,
-and weehaue alezdy thewed that in fome ‘caufes, it

‘is asglory for their children,to decline from their coun-
Aelles : Laftly, ali children muft herein alfobee fchoo--

led, tharwith all reucrence they fubmitte themfelucsto
the adnice of their parents : bur efpecially like frec
men in Chrift:they liften alwiy what the word of God
fayth: for thatmaft bee theiriudge, and paremsal(o,
whenit fhall not goe forpayment, - thatthey did it for

feare of their friendes : but they which feare them

amorethen God, fhall with thembee exclided for e-
e from God : and lette vs encrmore giue thankes to
“the Almighde, which thus prouideth for sur miferie, to
defend our innocencic, 5::! if weebee in one place

N

.

oppreflcd,we may be redreffed inanother, appoyating . ©

courts of appeale from-oar owne pareats, 1o his owne
wmagifiates. ‘ STt
Thirdly, by this alfo wee obferveand note, when

‘hee (ayth thar this was a fure witneffein Tirael, thatit

is a thing required in ourreligion, thar of our publike
affaires there may bee pubﬁkc teftimonics, as for
-example,our purchafing, buying, or felling, ought
by religion andthe Feare of God, tobeedoone with
‘open and publike wimeffe,, for the berter " affurance
-to buyers and fellers, to auoyde deccite to the one.and
couetoulneflein the other , and therefore it wasavd in
the Law, that vnder the witneffe of two orthree
*fhall euery word ftand. ‘And further alfo, there muft
bee fome outward figne to feale vppe the matter, in
this place here is the putting offthe ﬂgooe. which figni-
Mieth poffefsion, and difpo?kfsion_ acaine, the ren-
-dering of a mansright to him 1hat hath it, There-
fote 1n fome places there is vfed ftnking of hands,
-as the fhutting and making vppe of bargames and co-
nenants, and who knoweth not that in the put-

_whafcofLand, thereir{cifinand delivery by peccef
9583 [
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of carth and atwigge,: of houfes, all go forthand. the
‘buyer entreth in alone,and there abideth, & this, i may
fayis a fure teftimonie in England, But you would
know why the Lord befide the record of the Magi-
.. ftrite, required fo ‘outward and open fignes : ' To
which I auniwere,he didit for this caufe, that the fim-~,
llcﬁ among them might not bec deceiued,. but mighe .
- haue that as the cnidéce ofhis paffefsion for eyermorg:
‘witnes fajleth, m 4Fi{},ratcs dic, people are vaconftant,
yea, and fome will falicly fweare and witnefle 1o any
vntruth’, ye the fhooe remained:an eucrlatting sefti-
. monie. Thercfore among vs.there is writing and {cale,
"by the which things are confirmed ,. which paffed rha~
ny ages agae,and this was taken from the ancié viage,
‘whereinl mens namés were entred in brafle and ftong,
_and the quantitie of their poflefsions defcribed. There-
fore doth the lioly Ghoft fo precifely fct down the put-
‘chafe which Abraham made with Ephron: where the
Gen. 3.1 ficldis named; the bordersand boundes of it is defcr-
317 bed,the c3ue is mentioned,and the very trees that grew
" thefame, aremadefurevnto him, thelike may bee
" fiid of the ftones in-mount Gilead ; thatJacob reared
Gen.37irs asa witncfle betweene him aad Laban, and manyo-
. TI'I cf" "’,zbcr which ferueto this ende, thatas Paule fayth, Wee
* %% fhould not defraude one another : forifhee were ac-
“curfed that rempued the land marke of his neighboug,
‘what fhall they bee which gette marks and lands both,
fome by decgiuing,fome by forged cuidence,otherby
falfe witnes,and fome force their neighbours, wili they,
nill they, to depart from their dwellings and pofiefscs,
:and toleaue them forlittle or nothing in the clawes of
thefe cormorants , their great poflefsions rcauitc great
‘accounts,and I fearemee, .whenthat day hall come,
they will bee asready to reflore,as euer Iudas was, -but
it fhall bee tao late and without fruit, for the fentence is
“already pronounced, that firefhal confume theit dwel-
lings, and their chilirem or poflleritic fhall bee ;Vagap .
?ondcs, but the righteaus fhal haue theirland in pafle{~
1cns. P ' .

Thersforssbetinfmen, The veide: theweth bi‘w
e/ % The 4
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the right was reﬁi::d, firlt the kinfinan giueyls:. Bosm

authdricie, whenheg biddethhim buy. it for himfelfe.:
and fecondly hee renduneeth his- owne, when hes pul+
leth- off his fliose, - Whse firlt of all it may bee

demaunded; why deth . hee -phicke. -off shid -owme

fhooe? fecing hy the lawe thic -woman fhould “doe
it , and alfo fpitecin hisface § 23 wee haue :heatde alt-
readie, vato which I briefly adnfweare; . Fixfkthe.lawe
beefore faide, wherein the woman waz botd toplucke
off the fhooe: and to fitte inhar kiffemand facorivas fol
fiach 25 vtrerly denied both ta redeeme the inheritanee
andto marric the widdowe , asualfo that - wdnlde -not

. prouide any fubftitate to docisin their hehade s bue

this kinfernan of Naomies, poadBe’ "12o - redecnte his
sight , - as wée may fee intickﬂd@of this Chaprer,
suthcfe wordes fedceme myright to.thee : Thercfore
+that cercmony was needetes: Secondly Lanafivéare, chat

the woman by thelaive was bounde td camplaipe to -

the Magifisates: butneither Naomi nor Ruthdid make
-any complaint, fiue onely 2 pridte peticiod vitto Boad
for to marric her in his owne hehaulfe; and thesefore die
‘mageer beeing confelfed before the complsiataghe was
willing to releafe his title vato Boaz. whawes ¥eadicte
Fectiue it, fo with Jede tigour the hwe.wv-em‘:‘utc&zw
:ponhjm: fora penitcnt offender is worthy .of moft fa»
uoiir. “Thirdly neithér Naomi norRuth were prefeat

:when this matter was iv hearing, becaufe they were vas -
~ eertaine of their kinfernans minde,who if he “had gran.

ted,it had beeneimimodefty for thein, feeing, they neace
asked himbefore,andif he denird ashe did,by their pre-
fence they fhould feeme to diftruft the promif: which
Boazmadcto Ruth:Buk feeiag theconfent of Naomi &

.Ruth was' yeelded to Box, aad ‘thar beeing “but

the firftmotion, they needed fiot to beéprefent, and dic

macter at the firft conf=fled, :was: at the - beginning . .
difpatchicd :  Our. of the which wee fizft . obferut,

-slatitis 2 pointe of godlineflc, 2nd worthye of friend-

- fhippe.that in" our futes *wee fhoulde at the . firlt -
. _confefle our oposellions:if  wee: haue “done any: 1
, ‘knoncmdny.wﬂlcpﬁmi:jheiranma dealing to m:l;;

RENEIS I 384
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mrialloflthetiwe, ’lbbﬁi&% féra Boubitfull iffive pF che
b Rovkildayift beesbtiddrhntdythe tﬁargdubutwy
milof: weny1dife, bat Broply-andifay, why ddit thou nos
coritciothy tolly, and die iniéié whithrthiou hatt doric;
Srtmse thaiclsdrp cowhich theu Beadcftity the triall.thoi
dotit biadtomrtherto 2y swdice; drunkennelle v thy
iy ansd grodamaltyrecethy eoictoufivefle ¢ - Thouthaft
dvad di d:dey neighb aur; by thy oppeefsion, bow
thouigito(poilode L ordeg ofthote his. woodes whereof
hot bthwidde theettivarde; byconfasting ther sclyw
todefandahyinierics, Bolbw the counfell of the L. ordy
ageeoUahthyadaccfisienuickly, whilsitthou arrinzhe
wa; widhhiinglaifther complaine of thee to the i

atbsbonidg e dda"ip’ﬂmuq—ubc Taylor, and:fosferth
heqeilemenceno gl mdatersas home; abide not the

tompuble o your meaghbods: for the veearmod -
s ogfoly oo all inda wad{wearable to § Lond for eucry
mise; pawhak mripanoabk endlic ucry moneyiyobbate
bidourfhalafeimintgema agsiakt youto 'cpndemu?
0 donsy o G5 WL HT T L et
2: w o Sepmadlyjwee dorelurté in. Naomi and ‘Rath:
eaxnbcollctrexatwplesofipsdht. minde : - for * Naomi
waitd thow nuphchaie dealowsds het finfomnanand hée
denyimg, ther might hand done kim.alf sthe difgrace- fie
towne nrelve ldw, to haire quilled off his thooc, to-hane

{pit i his froe, ro houe decanred him and- ishbufe for

ouer batifhet dealetlrhovfosfhae: would‘not reuenige
e iniudichy ariathct tht7 fdkeththommader e dd-
-fore atidzebiar it tee tefinfed; Futh rmightdree mavied,
Andhe ather pot diforacil:: Sar deareis théname and
*redio of Gnesstighbeny 20 2 podly pétion , that they
:will -adwedkure shtir: ownélofle ind -hinderarce, fo
-Duk the'limeftie’ of othér,' - Thertfore {andfi Pover,
svistheglorid efamanito pale by sthe infirmities of his

.bratlfer, Sotcpirvanighrhane- dikclaféd the Jaftes bf
-his mif¥rele ; nod: faued ‘his awre imprifonment : but -

‘hee conccaled it which wought firft his -niifery, and
‘then hiefelicitie: - Butoh howe fewe are there like
Jolephin our daies, . which bauing their: bredheen ot

aduantages
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x);;ntizm swilh. téog t0 thk:;;zh metuzoft :cmf;M c;;;m. .
¢ hawe many Zibacs,wi aceule poore 9~ 2,52m.16
ﬂlcsb to Dauid,wich $ifis and ‘with bribes, preteodi San.16y
hv: wahf) fwceter thuhohy when warss ‘
m eit catts,, "theirlips haue learned nf:cxrﬂq:gp,g .
! ftyle, they are of their father |, sh.upld accufer ofGad Rewts.30;
scluldrcn,butas hee- mzattdqwue, fothe ﬂuﬂb;e Yob £4-104
‘dqrdcrmx;d. ycz. cuen then wheg 1pis no] en ue,m
#hem, how doth jt reiopce them tafog their ngi
“dmprifoncd, their coemies flang exed,; their poflefsigas
{:Eeouca. it wealth dimipifhed,. “their credige aba- »

anddaf.:}'_dcprmcd of Friends -and fauour at Qae RS |

llm: [
w1 T st}us thcﬂm).g tbu vou woul}f hmq: xfmm dee
to oy, might',nat the Lord - haue, tuffered him ¢
”{i‘?ne and c:utdowncyou, thathe g[nlupc
your 4 c rullion- Q{:)nqu your fclues bclp-_
ueam the Lord, dlctvs bee ‘the Lhollers of |this
\ﬁo Napmn, .zp get opr owac with. fau;e
:c cs, let vsnot tﬁcl threaming wordes..: f
ce mu(;hxdq the tru.dx for,tie benefite of our.n
'bog;:, nmch lefle mnk\,wcc conceale falthoed, t
otone qord ghbo ('gm; bcc vtt d to.the difcres
2 ¢ which ¢ea-
n&wnﬁ ‘th ourx wquld bee inflru@ed in
is doftzine,” h aw. mnc’z would it moderate thair
m;hce,for the benchite of thw‘ a&uﬂﬁncs and bring
gace_ vato both, netter to  bec xepented oft Wherg-
Jdore lay alide all malicioufics gad guile, difsinp-
gony eduic’, 4'14 cuﬂl fpeplng., as.innocent
d pew, borne ba and.let vs defire the fin-
QA} & milke of d\c Wch o{ “od,  that wee may. g?
,;go bee p;rfc& enin [efus Chrifty: that as hc(
am gauﬁ no aun haverg, being lcd as af fhee g
c Jearet ich og:ncx not s mout m'ng
y canfrs o, gamit .ulncrﬁnq, yeo
dgﬁcc endure mr n; meat and'l:c o-
ches, that wee wuﬁ Leaipe and me
n;ﬂ'c,ﬂ;ou[d foxgmg qtber,, eucna: hpe path foryc
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i~ Thirdly,by thivilfs wee obferue, that'thie laws batk
-6f God and ‘men,be they ncuer fo'fharpe,yet in fome
1 aufes they may bee moflcrated, according to -the dif-
«ctetioh of the magittrite, efpecially when they ftf!pc‘&

d

*ipridateperfons. Inthisplace the fpitting on the face, -
% tandthe gradn“g of the hame of the man {s omitted:
27 >whickthic magifttates tight hatte conftrained, ifthe

opléalcd : neither ar they fo bee blamed, for the patde
vwh%éh,ﬁas‘méﬁ’éﬁcuedﬂ, by this denyall wasbeft
plésfed,neither il e eall For exeremine,  And as
-Chrift'wotld hot ‘in’his “iudgement, comdemnk

3¢ abcufe the: womndn* taken in adulteric, but bidde -

her finneno more, cuen fo the wigour of the Lawe

" “#¥not to bée_exccdted vppon cweric ‘offender, but

~whirt hope of amcddmentis ; theré' may bee atefti-
-$adty offauous, " Thisisa worthy dotrine for"slir

.~dayed, wheFéin then YNein waite asthe Dragons doe

? for e Elephrants; to gette ‘their brethren within the

+ ~compalle of thie ¥iw,: and thotigh God his word and

ilicirowhe confcicticé condemric” them, yer if the
. 4@# fay it, deptive inenof thérr linings, ~Chriffidfis
1 6fthéir fibertie;” “Yerttants of théir freedome, it e
* friifee 6fG'OD, parents of their ‘children,  ‘Wiugs
- f their fiusbands, Churches of their. preachers, “and
“hio-iman dire Spert his motth for ‘theny, that if Chrit

>hithfclft were on the cirth’ againe in' his humare

2flape, ‘theytieedé nio orhet Arguthent but this : wee
-Aade alawe,and by our lawe hee onght to die: Byge

« 1w ~® 1 ~W8cbevntoyoufifth the Prophet, thatvrge the lawés :
Midhi6. 6.

67 Omii} thatis; which dare tihitirdine the decrees of
-phnées againtt ‘:mx of the “Lorés férgants ¢~ Sure

“iPigail arguriteiit that men feare ‘the creature iBbue
ihic Créator, which will mot bed ‘diawen from their

-lawed, Biee theynéher fo childifli ¢ butin our dayedic |
“femoft lamencdble, that “any'gdod lawes fHould -

" rhe wieled againt thecsirfe of the Gofpell, whith

- were: mhade for the cnlaging thereof, fach asis the
- forcing of meh to abide'with ddrfbe miifters, When

* the-Gofpklt presched,” cilieth for diem at the "nexe |
Chuyrch s But I {peake not one word againfe lawfedl
SRR A authoritic, |

1
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authoritie,or againft the law,but onely the artialiry of

the exécutiondrsthreof, is worthy of blame, triany.
times punithing federely, where isno,or lintte offence,’
and pardoning by ‘fufferance notorious blasphemers,!
Bigcler iid‘MaE‘i[tn'c'e‘s, thinke when they may mitigate
offences,that chey may altogetherbury the for Ce“lbﬁh'q’
liw, whenthey ' thutte their eares againft the ‘crie of
them'that complaine, or execute if, notfor faubur or’
friendfhippe : Buton the coritrarie; they muft notin
matters of indgewentrepell any igformation 6¥ eui-
dence : butif the partié gricaed require extrémitic, by,
wifedome they may perfwade him ,- but by authohtie

they cannot denie him : finally, in alt things confider
withthe Apoftle, not enely what is Lawfull, butalla .

what is expedicne, that charitic heing iornqd with au-
thoritic,loue may rather amende our fanles ; then taw,

and fecurit:c put vnto inftice , the'greateft fauls may -

Baue the tharpelt” punithments, thit not the words, .-

butthe' mind of the Law misker mgy bee cuer’c
dered. o o T L
" And Boaz, fa3d$nito the Eldevs.; Notw the cérémo -
nie being ended, the refignation delivered , the Holi&
Ghoft proceedeth to exprefle how Bozz receined i
where hee firltofalt calleth witnefTe of the EXIets; an
ofthe people, that nowhee hath'bought the’ ibheri
tanee of Elimeleches, 'and whatfoeper was Mahtons, &
whatfocuer was Chilions, hee hali boughe at the hadd
of Naomi : So that heerchee reffificth withthe witnes
beforéfald, that it fhall bee ashis owdeifi poffefsion
foreuer, 'L T TR Lt
"' Whre Seft of all here commerh ift queftioh whe-
“ther then it were, or now is lawhill to Jelt inhéritaune
ces,whichby this place appeareth to bee very.lawfistf:
feeing Boaz bpyeth that iwhich was Elimeleches : and

ifitbee fo Liwhilt, then was Naboathin grestfaule, |

that hee did not depart from hisin Iezreell” » and fo

Qﬁ,‘,’

mig%n haue falted hus Nfe, But Nabaoth had theexa LKiD.2R 3,

prefle law of Godon his fide which comm;anded
- thag the hind fhowd not bee folde to bee cus off Leuizs.23
lk\\xm‘ . Qj ‘ £ om
. N
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negle&tofthis painte it commbth to pafle, thatrgreate
liweiges are done away for 3 fong , as the' proucrbe
is,'young rhe’npri\m:fy fell their patrimedies ; their
§ichers beeing aliue,, fordittle ornothing ¢ othars which
baue not’ fo' much worldly wit, as were to-be withed,
nvike priuate: bargaynes of their landes ,when-they
are in want or gomc , wherein they fell them
fornothinge.”  And thus young menm are deceyued . |
with ‘the fight -of a little gold, vawile and vnehni i
trfonnes are cofoned , with nothing 'in regarde of the
' _ ué’' of their inheritanc?, widowes Feftr’ comfortes T
508 fefle, ¢hildren leftharboarelefle, and the cunuey won-
Bledad péftred with fuch' couetons. encrockers ; and
why ¥ bescaufe they make fibiill and deceirefull bar-
gainésiiticieate, whercof they would bee athamed ,
if ¢éither before iudges ,~Elders or Magiftrates
this fale weer¢ propounded. ' ‘Therefore by the rule
* ‘of God his werde , wee hould Fim a theefe anda rob-
b'e!;",' whick hath thus bought to the hindrance of the
v Thivdly, ivis lawful cobuy for neceflity houfe
orlandes;or any ether thinge' fawfull to bee folde,
the fofmét conditions alwayes obfarued, but it muft -
“not beé for vaineglorye] or for the - admuneinge - of !
their childrenot pofteritye, ‘ot that they miight bee
landp-Lordés to many:- Not euerie one that i1s . weal -
“thy, 4nd hath-much monéy muft alway purchafe Jand :
‘thé fotmer ¢xamiple of - Abraham proueth fthis: who
- becing 2 verg weakliy.man: yechee neuer- .offered  to
buy any landc’,ull “Sarx ‘his wife. was ~deade, and
that wds fot tit¢effity to’burv her in.. * 8o did Tacob
Gen.33.19, his fornebuy a patcell 'of lande of Hemor - the facher
¥ of Shechem for an hundred peccesof -filger, where- ‘
on hee’pitched his tent,’ and buslded - -an “aulter = i
Hee might hase boughe and’ purchaled much: mére,
as hoe was able, bue hee- would “pot, - onelya dwel-
Ying, place and an Acharroome bee pronided:furss
Iy weehaut an infinice and- greste- aumber ~thar buy .
Eogiacemy.

- .

L~
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. or liing to build altars or ' Churches ‘on. Nay, ‘who'
fecth nothow men fuc alayl¥I to pull down the Aultars;
andto makearrable land ‘where they ftand, .. that is,
thez pull ‘perfonages and fpirituall linings to. vheir
nefls, they gette away tithesand oblations,. they eater
vpon the lands and profits of the miniftery;8ct thinke
verily in nmythcs. they are gricued that the Chur~

ehesand Churchyardsare fo big , becaufe they would'

haue the more profite, the perfor:s I warrint yatare' * . 5.0t

. none of lacobs children,nor Abrahams neither, which &

_ haue taken to themfelues the houfes of God in poffef~ . .
fion. Againft thefe the Prophetcryeth, Wee becivito
them that ioyne houfe to houle,and ficld' to field, thae
there mightbee no mare place, tha'tj;e miy be placed
by yoar feluesin the midsof the earth : therfore ficare
ther punithment. This faith the Lord is inmy -cares,
forely many houfes thill bee defolate, euen great and
fayre houfes without inhabitants: This fhafl be the end
of thefe couetous cormotants; who defireto bee the
Lords ofthe carth ; And if good King Dauids pofte-
ritic within a thoufand yeeres .after him, had not one
houfe to lodgein, but eueninthe fame, which<was
their fathers : Tofeph and Mary: were faine to hasbour
in the ftables,feare not you but your pofteritie will bee:
beggered within a lmm(te&-’y«res er “youn,” which
neither are fo wealthie, or To godly as Daaid was ; but
Imay fooner poure out my very heart, thenmakeany - 2.
forﬁre their purchafing,fo loning a finoe is the defire -
of wealth, that men choofe fr with aboundance here for .
afeafon,& damnation there for cuer, but ket the godly
vfe the world, as if they vfed it noy,for the defire of mo="

- meyistheroetcofallcuilty =~ - - -u o

- Butnow we haue laboured forthe bayers, whomé
1know will be more carefirll of their profre , thermy
inftrotiondetvsiin a word dive the fcllers dlfobefore
wee goe from this poine: Ifanydetnaund wherefore;
orforwhat caufes they oughe; or it may beelavifidi for
thenyto felltheir poflefsions,Y anfwere bricfly;forsheft

- §aufesa man'may , andfor reoe elfe,  Fifto'relient
Mand*bdng in Gckuéfle, fos torcecuer bis
- ‘\ . o ; ~ h‘d‘hj

-
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Marks

A

a Sam, 3¢ Dauid bouglie to bulh an, Aliar on, when theLord

healoh heitt imprifoded fipfome good: catfeior Tawn:.
full, debt,Bring taliem acapting, - to S:ykh’nn&mc,‘-

or. fuchlike, altthisis vaderfiobd by the:narieaf po=
Merdie,0r agyother mozies wherebya maar: come
ipsorpoudrue. for the Lord which gaue ipheositancesy
gag. them for the benefitd of the poflcors, hati decy

i clpiss vato chem in this miferable hifey. for

they. mud ener oftecige more of their life, then.of theio

14. Lindesof sheinlibetde, thenthieir inheritance., of their
3.9 Welarcandhealsh, then riches or wealth, andthere-.
200 for,c_ dv:,LM«!“pcmuncd* e Tewesto doc swiy, theip
inheritantes ad mention is madeof 2 godly. womaa

25, inthe Golpelli, .thathad fpest-all he fubftanoethe

%¢. hadyppon Phifitions,which s reported tomaguific the

goodnes of oty Sanjous. wrt her, which-eutetd:ber foe-
nothing,and deferred to help her, till fhe hadifpentall;
that fhee mighs accotfitmere of her health, then her
wealth; of _.'gﬁ

the Phifdess, hus Incedenatmany reafans 1o:préous
d‘i’»éﬂdbwémelnﬁn'lmcii-\ vy e N

- Seqondly,: 3 gan say fawRuilly depaf wndifom: of

hisinheritange:,. to Kielpeshim that hath noneat all,ci
thergo Rlide .ot giue, its: S did Ephron: fell Macpes
1ah 1o Absabam that:had: none, - fo-did! Hemor fll-2
pascell ofJand: 1o, ncob. that ad Bone, and vato thif:
Lanayseferrathe shrething Bavre.of Arannch, which
Rayed e plague, after hee. had: nusnbred ithe prople.
::. this wad sa- Wall vfe, and therefore forfome{peciall
canfes, b hinke it lawfull . men to gine & feHt theic
inhevitaned, By this weleame what to iudge. of them,

which arefo farre from giying de felling, -that-itiss - -

har-fore vato then, 10 fee fach godly. hofpitads:and
ajmesrhoylesscretred for. the poeresalthiough not of
Sheirpndiat to their griefe, for they had sasherbefate
t5d wish the vont of the -hoafes;.. then poores and-miler
¥ablemaimed people fhduld bee Rdde with thersuer
Dawes.sthela pprions: thinke niothing: well fpanty boe
shat whiclis beflowed in furfeating-and: pleafirenian

-eoltly appassell and dasosy farey thipking the fime ook,

o kindnefle of- Chrift, thea the cunning of .
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tilltKefe poore alms-mens gownes be¢ turnedinto vel
uet coates, but 1pray God their poliefitops may Eee
‘ l\_dfjﬁtals,nothofpiuid their pofieions. Other thinke
rauch if 2 poore body get alittle Cottage to be builded
vpon the Commons or waite eroundes, they hadra<
er haue ftiesfor their {wine , then dwellings for fuch
deftiture foples : furely ler them take heede, that theit
owpefiyes, [ meane thieir honfes ; wherein fuch fatré
hogs asthemfelucs are , liuing in pleafure and infollies;
bee not made worfe then the fillie houcll of the other,
ahd6ad curlt them and theit pofteritie, becaufe they
hiue'hited himin hispouertie ; foriflie which giueth
~ tothye poore,do lend to the Lord,then he which reuileth
¢ paore , reuileth(or as Salamorifaith ) fcorneth his
maker, then hee which taketh from the poore fhalirob 310, 4>
the Lord, and fure his iudgement fhall bee very feuere, .- ¢ i - 2
- andhis damnation very fwife. . - S
“,“I.liir'd}y; ‘x'tfslawfua 16 fell inheritances; - and to bé: A2t ¢y
faw'or employ thie money vpponthe” Chiirch, fo wee ¥ #5*
i&ade of the primitiue, Churchy howr they whichhad
Hnd,fbld it, and brought the money, 'dndlaid-it dowri¥
gt the Apoftles feete,and therefore is that exézHent and
feargfulthiftorie of Ananias and Saphira- his wife, who
keeping backe but a part of the moriey ‘thatwas theit
éwne; and confirming it'witl a lie;-were? fodainelié
ftroke dead. Twould to God the nigeatds of " ouf
dge wonld confider - this, which would dépiuie” the.,
poore of that which they bwe them’, “and plucke froth
Ehurchand roinfierie th which iy giuén them: Buk
8E this Lrtter difeate, few aré fickein” out’ dayes, ‘that
they will fell theif Lind 6 &ine to theCharch, ‘rathes
Foend iteid oluetony for their belfie, and fiberalitic for
their foule in ‘good feflgwihip z’mo’ﬁé ‘ntfihns, - then
_ clitiftian charitie smong the faithll, clozthihg them
Telues abouc their caling, that for 2 feafdn’they may
Tite like Gemlemen, “and cuer Hret - in’ wofull flauerie:
thele finging fooles of all Gther aremasft miferable, for
‘their friends will not cor Fort them; theirfellowes will
e fotfa¥e them, their vealthi will decay, ~ Bue their woc
. see ggeelafting <% 00 Tyt

N \\l\
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(; Laf] ,by this verfe wee note, that womenand wide:
dowes had the rule of their husbandes inheritances, i,
they dzcd without heyres, for here itis (ayd, that Boax
cth it arthe hand of Naomi, becaufefheewas het’
usbands bc:g'lc,‘and being pafkchild-beasing,had giug.,
ouer her rightto Ruth : this weehauc already hewed
you, was the fingular care which the Lord hath ouer
;90:: defolate widdowes, that they fhould not bee (}:— ,
&icfekd,a}though they were barren, and theretore, or.
their better proferment, willed the inheritancezo dif-;
cend wnta them : whercby wee may fee it is 0o new
thing that women fhould bee inheritours, for the;
daughters of [ob had inheritances among their bre<
thren, the daughters of Zelophead had their fatbers.
Yob.iz.1¢, lot, aadCaleb giueth his daughtes Ach with aninhe=.
Numb, 36, Ttancevaro bis kinfman Othoniel, which m;g'fqﬁ"i_c‘g;
6 -, for proofe of this mattér,for the perpetuitics of inheri-
fad, 1,33, BICs arc condernned by God and man ; but Iwould
T804 10 God tha the wealkth of many women were ot theig
# vndaping, andtheirrichgsthe caufe of their cafting a-,
way, efpecially where friendes haue afpiring smindes,
there the miferic of maidens -and widdowes falleth in.
nothing (ooaer, for fewing them aloft with wealthie.
portions,and forgetting wﬁ;tdx;y are in napure, their,
tiches falltovnshuifts, and themfelues to lamentable
waate - . R T S 3
. awd woseover. After the Iandes b defcendeth to his
marziage, whichisdelcribed i this verfe : whereinhee
protefteth that hee taketh the lands, that he mightalfo
*mary with the woman,, and hee marrieth thewoman
Sor np other.cails, . but to Ripre.vp the name of the
de:draccarding to the commandement of God s fox
whyt elfe thould mouc 2n ald aiam, 1o doethat in his
“withered age,which he refulcd in his lufty youth. By the
which wee frftof alt note,  how wilkly Naomi deals.
 .with her hosbands inheritance : fhe might haus keptit
+-to get herfelfea good marriage:, - yet ﬂicc.{gi&ﬁ}ﬁtﬁo .
.Ruth.z.fhe might haue fold iteo,ﬁﬁ. er purfe, buafbeo
-befiowedh.into preferre her danghter, Whercio hee
teachedh vs,uith what loue wee muft dos for ppr shil-

ak )
B
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Afenniincly, thatfor them wee maft depare with oee .
owne maintenaice, and vito their good, ot ohelydo
 the vttermott, but alfo beyond oirr power, Andthisis
" worthy to bee fioted of widdowes which are wealthily
“leftby their husbands , - who are wont bur little to care
“For their children, but to beftow. their goods vppon
“ﬁptﬁgﬂ,compaaibns ; fec here this Naomi-hauiig
“But 2 daughterinlaw, thee giveth her the wholeinheri-
tance,as ié fhee hadbeene bome for it :'and tracly, -the
- * onely cavke in {'regard’of our fehits) of all our wealth, .,
“is,that we might beftow it vpon our children,how grie-
uousis itin many places, to fee both landes and lamgs
- " confimed by them, ' which memer {wet for them, and
*any poore childeen, to whom of right they doe per-
“zaine;to be deftirute both of friends aud maintenanée,
“-and all throu%: the wanton marrizges of their yoath-
“foll mothers, but of this matter w'gﬁaue fpoken alrca-
-"dyand thall bee fufficient to remember at this time,
3" Secoridly,by this we'may gacher,thata mamiageisa 3
‘meere ciiiill aftion;, becanfe in the finithing thereof,
_hiéte isnotvied cither, Prictt or Lenite, as wee may fee
“4n this place,buris onely pronounced by themaniin the
. prefence of the Elders,cdenin the place ofiudgement,
*Henceitcommeth, that in ancient tite weereade of
““marriages but neuer celebrated i Chrurches butin pri-
aate affemlies, cxcept Princes, which were'woontto
“ingke great and generall feaftes.’ * Forthis inflitation
* thatmatriages hould be keptint Churches, camevp of
* lare, many hundred yeeres fince the” dayesof the A-
< poftles : but yet muft not'bee difanuljed,-but obfetudd
- &8 aholy arid comemendable order : firft, for'the ahdg'-
" ding of confufion,that thofe which dtc fitte, mighrbte
“‘foynedtogethtr beforc the farthfull fecondly, forthe 2
“more Fonour of the eftate of matrimony, that théy
““mightknow ft wag with all redeteniceto be vadertike,
" feeng théy came’as it Were'eten béfore thefaceofihc
“almighty there to bé vnited. Thirdly,§ they might bee . 2
 begun with mofttesineft andferacnt prayery, &theté-
vpon carae the minifters to haue a hand in it. Fourthf,
i‘““m‘h.\ \', Lbc'publikcl‘y kaowac among all the cor-
. gega-
R . o R 4 Z BN
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s gregation. Fifly, that thofe mayriages which were pai=
,ﬁ:ﬁy keptand Zonduded, i htbgccm@fq iti-
ous and volawfull. Wherefore we mitift notinany wife

“ breake this godly order of the Chitrch of God, foras.

it was lawfull for the godlyin old time o keepe them -

s

-

inhoufes, much more may the.companic of the fajth-
Jfull now celébrate them inyCIﬁdtéhés; alwayes férhcgai
?bxing,'.th,at we make it no article of ur faich, but held
-#&ncecllaric oncly for orderand vnide. |
- Thirdly, by this wec alfo obferue the end of all mar-
_fiages,whichsfirft for the commaadement.of God, &
- dccondly for the increafe of the Church.Both thefe gre
s here fcr downe by Roazin thefc words, #o frrreGp.2he
. Bame of the dead Gpon. ks yuberitance (s that the nagpe
of; thedradbec aat pur out from amang ke breibram,
. Lhis was-the {peciall” commandement of God,: that
. hee hould marrje hus kinfmans wife, and raife vp fecds
o his kinfman,, ;which was as wec lately fhewed you,
« forshe @ulﬁafyinﬁéﬁ;hé{:hqfd& By the which wee
»may examine all the intentions of marmiage , whatlge-
5. Firftifwedoe gottake it ih hand for the com-
sapdement o, Gad, . what hope fé!.it.hcyﬁcue.r !'aﬁé
-8ftheblefsiog obthe Lard. yppon’ diem,.likeas a'la-
Sibaurey hich, Jenéch himislic to dnothes. mans worke
ithaue bis confeqt, , hath - gothing far bis paynest
ccuenfo all they, wba.tfomer;ﬁx: be, which haue mar-
Hicd of divleowne braive, - withoutkcfpectio déela:"
= 0EGod, can neuer hyye. or craue dny ld:sin? of the
“Loidvpon themsleclues of their pofteritie : Oh featefull

. copfideration, worthy tobee confidered of all them,

[ 23

“bringeth forsh (qwre fsit-, and, wicked parents which
o nnf'mxcgird,of holine(lcin %lmr mmi:abes., dofel-
. dame bring any wholefome fruit to the Lotd But forpe
Swilllay, , how thall wee know how gr in what fort to
- kehaucoyr :igqs,.jthatbzfox;._.wge_tiiartic;w:c my

-3yme atnpthing befide the cammandement of God ?
“Heaken alitle, & Lwill briefly infryét you out of the

vhic ,{aaduiﬂ:d!y goc tbout to marric, fora-wild ke

J

:"tw-d")fc'od‘: S

. . e | it
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- Rirk of )y the.care «iiﬂwfc--tbaw.iu‘ c tranied;, ~
multhester the onely blefling of God, whigh. i3, the '

very finall caufe of shis. irftivtion, . Thepsfore after
ahie floode, the 1&;4.&" thereflosing Lﬁalfl iNgesy &z Genziidy
giber confiming masriayc, Moyfes ithg dnd Gem. o2 b

gﬁrﬁﬁfdd Naah and bisgfon'nnl;_s:x and ﬁiZc'. Tpersals'&
leﬁplyuﬁi:ubawhcy Which, lke for apy idcredfe

et fiuiceof chelr -muarriagey, myft Sk of all bes., a‘f:ﬁ“

red that the Lorde hath blefled them.” Buthow fhal
mecobraine this bll:;siagpf' God 2 ‘LB aupfweare ;;bgédi: :
digent reading ofhis werds,. and by praygr,, ., Daui ..
ﬁiﬂg\,ﬁiiﬁ;fcﬁion,whﬁrswi&dl. a(ys"m xﬁwa&{ Phbrss
dgante aiu’s way 1: aad:b.?;hée aunfucas imfe

and faith, cuen by.taking heedeysto thy worde, ! .Cor7.
Pauleaich ', tharthe yomarrigd care for hethivges tha {_c?r’;;z{ by
Fleale the Lorde asif heehad, fide, they mmil remaing
¥Pmarried for no ather caufe, but. thar, dlq}f. Y gq the

ore ficely-give themieluesto the fernice of Gode

Atk if o wane, the blelling. of Gad vppon. his gy

wge, whichsiy alefle @mgﬁghshéida;mysh%% :0?’( .
taspe it by sprayer 2 hading : heene. married bﬂj cy- Gansgaz
miejyeares; et was. witho ;, Gkifd.fsf!nz;:’-ﬂf.i £ 4 a2
Prayed for dllue ,. and the L.orde, gauc him two 33 ope

wime,  aid may not prayer abtaine ghis for the }éﬁ?{‘
iHedaswelas for the married . yes verily ,: ifcidgr
-wouldtake the paines to.yfeit., * Bur oh: who asc. they

wthat ever:m their. lines -owce offcred of cheir peayl-

ers b Goul voddlfe ther with witdes and bushagden?

. 362 nmnsansfaith, sheeimay. obtaine, i&bﬁz??’:}?e?,

_ beharis., . thar cheytoight bise fo matricd as. she nameof -

¥Gad might biew gldrified by thens, - -Nay, whit young
-nmn. or \vommamong a;thoufand. in &vfo.‘dwyﬁ&.i () .:r!qi
-that Cis Uelighrad. . -with - cithér . prager. orpreg- \ -

- rehibg, Gussather affelt nothirge but libestity pleafuse. -

Ay neser thinke bfany needethey fande

-andp
~ wof thefe chinges;- buv: iwsher - imagine ; that, thait

‘youthfull dayes and ‘yeives. muft: bee. canfumedin |
. Hiatous forfes,and 'wanton ‘waadtinges, fo. that maft
vmen andmaigdens comeby their wities-aud husbandes

> fafling and-dauncing, by sallying aad _ plavip?:. :
U : /

Qicn



<choféaby ottwarde apparrell ; notinwarde and fbcrete

 veruses, which are wonde with vanity, kept with prides
andfotfakehto the deftrition of wiues and: husbandss

e thesefare: firlt fecke the kingdome of God, and di¢
T riohionfhefle thereof, anda other things thill bec caft
N v ®,. RV o Tt
9 1’3,?!:&@ ly, the intention of them ¢hat marry fot
the cofithaundemerrt of God, is'that thereby “they

hﬁgyﬁt fize more foberly in theirfeucrall vocations; fot

7as e wanton oxe isbridled in the lzolte »fo' ‘vnrated

EXTR RS %oqth is é;ohemedb r marrige, for if wee regarde the
iHd€ of them that tarry, itis ftayed vpon one, ifthe

".'  tompady of the body , it is bound to one, if life, itcani
o007 ¢ hotbeefolitarie, if wealdh, it muftnot bee: pplfeﬂ'cd a-
4.Peto3. 7o lone. - Thercfore Peter Taide, husbandes dwell with
your wieslike mén of knowledge , asifhee had faid,

- Your -ynmaricd’’ timé you ~were “wanderers, ‘but

ol yo dre marriéd you are dwellers, iny siw vamarri=

ed age-yait were inconftant, but sow you are married

‘Youare as vamaueablé as a houfeswh€ you. were. finigle,

2 2.30+ 2= Youwercignorint, but now you bee marsied; Bee men
ece. . ofKnowledge? and finally when youwese young, you
‘were troubled ‘with' the defite ofm‘alz, butnow yun

are Mattied you are’ comforeed with the loue of one,

and as 2 man without a dwelling place, fo is the vamar-

e 'ricd without 2 companien. " Suchis the commodity of
‘mariage;if itbee duely canfidered, and ech parey righe-
lyinftruéted, thit it isas fleepe to a weatie man as wing

16 thé thitftie, as a houfe to the harbourliflc, 20d xxa

. ‘garinentagainft winters'and dhierefore it is campared

-sothé fellowthippe of Chrift: with hie Church, Haw

Ephe.s. 5.9, thencommethitto paffe that men live mwre riotonfly
_ being maried then whenthey are viimaticd; for they a-

- mend nothing, but chintke all chinges as lawfidl for them

“thien as it was hefore, their houfes without their pre-

' *fefice’, theirwiues without their company, theirfamilies
. ~without their gouernment; fo that you thall fee married

- perfons wandring 1broade; as if they wrre vnmartied ,
difporting thenviclaes 13 fhamefully and as loofely as

~ anyincheworlde ; natlivingin fobfictic and modeftv e

. N c
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‘Lnenheward of keligioll,  2kf
liks theturtlé Doise,butin gaming and daunting hike!
the wanton Geatc; thefc parties neuer marricd ot

. the commaundement of God; bubfome ‘rafhie - defirds

foﬁcffcd -thexrmindes, and a little youthfull lufk tickv

. lgddicir. faacies, much like the fanour oEIunigc‘rij‘ .

which consittacth but alirtle while, Qrhet are fo farre!

frolbw this poisteto marry, that they might liue more!

Toberly, that thty make their marriagesthe couerdf

their dithancfty making the wbrld beleiut they bive i N
perfect chaftity, becaufc they are fiaried; but privily '
they ginc themflacs to moft-filtry adulteries - bue

' the Apoffleith, rhasiage is honoarable, but aduli: gep, 5 e

terers Godiwill iudge), that is, will: vuésly: condernney

and if their bekamiours-were well efamined, yoty

fhould find thisthe  caufe, that théirhoufes “cannot
held them, the filchinefe of thefe parties is codemd ~
ned by theverie bruite beaftes,and fhal bee punithed

- biythe feuctoindgtmencof God: for they whick
- rhakethe m s ‘of Cheift the members of harti

1bed; thath-bee with barlots the membard of the' detili
therefore masryifigmaodefty mot: for fildhine(le, that
yous vgohernediagerhay berbrideled with the cons
1idefation of yourlpsefent eftate 7y . Wearied dayet
may be quictedhinehe bed-oFgudlyjholy and honbu’
emaridgeiw o col e s s )
-Tbirdlpyiey which mary' fob bbediéie vao God, 3
maflontasnind gbly sod noswerklyimirches, he
multlooks on viw hearte for on the face; they mu

: \uizh the difpofitim, dad;not-the riches, they muft
notfay

-av the deuill: (2id 1o Chaiftyall this will T giue; Mat. <.
bt they muftifay,as Tnoobw fonnesfaideto Shechem A8 4
and Hemor,ifyou will be citcumeifed you fhal hane G€0-34 350
our. fifter :rtbac is, f you fedre God; and receivehis .~
waedkmowdedge, ifyou loue s word and honoot his

facramentehiifyoucaabenefivathe foutes as weltas§ ~

bodies +"Bm 2 tnin may weary himfelfe many . dayes
before hetfinde any part of thisinclination,for parents
willdeny their confents, ifthey fee mot the riches for
theirdauglitbrs husbandes, or fonnes wiues, ke cping
shem in'contingallburning, &; lacke of this weakhy

licour
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Yisourgdind Lltow griny parentswhich haue calt off-
their childrom for poore marriages, but neuer any fog:
thweakthy,; were ‘they neuer fo wicked, thercfore:
wholpeyer fof thiscaiafe, denieth rightvo his: childe .
. ﬂia&l bea niarafouley -far their vagodly difpofition 4t
taca thechibdrenfor their vnaduifed mmarizge: : Notey
inahele, ddudsy ivtsn'wonderto fee how the mindesi
afmenand wanmen gan lonz for wealth ;. that ndni

a8 % Bardor huiniblczh -her:. felfe for.money o himys -

whoime otherwife fhee:wontde nottobke vpon, fo méy
' and women willlmartie themfelucsfbr 'wealthwhese:
oo 171U thercwere pougrty, they would:thinke them vos.
* “worthy tobec'thgje{tmantes. I mieruiileifthe beas.

: n l?"’«c“i\:ﬁ& nor:‘ in foree , .thn.do\mvﬂxou:?
giue any thing tokhdir daitghters mamriage, in: whati
ugicofsheirday mm‘;ﬁ@ sich: marry; oidy:!
§thinke they. M’oﬁd DCUCt MaNTY; EXCCRE it Were o
make dridgaesof dheiv wins. «Biftshcke are notof!
Boaz his mitd, far hee tadrh:tha feniteg er who lad:
bus Jistle-woalth, baecaufd the Lioddiforcomithaunded |
o takohis kiokeminswifet althanglthce:might haud:

zefyled yenhee wat. crdnténged fon tliis cavde, eoy buy;
ber s heefeinh imt 45 yerfe, 10-teach sy that'sfi Gad
bid vs th-merdydhdbispl wie Godinidite owue con-i
{cicncesthat wee cannot line otherwile;then rathée:

¢ Adueotwre sbiwdalunthen ghe: difpleafute of Gade
Bu¢ fogic will B is-ivaot dawfull e defitd and 1o
fue forwealthy; mabringes 3 yea-vendy with, this afe
feGion, thys theultke thy choicoas .well i therer
.., werelinle,as how there isvauch. ; And theréfore thou:
L 5, Muft cazrmore remembat: chele- cautions, both in:
St %Y thechosfiagandviing-of a wedlthymatriage. “Firft
Al.10. 3§ that thou defirc i, to. the intent thon'mayelt:bse,
*S722° moreableto dot geod to thyl bretheren'.that whot,:
foritisamore blefled thing to: giue . .then_tore~
ceyue, . Secondly, th ¢ thou mayeft the more freely.
giue thy (elfe priuakcly, and publikely to the feruice
of Gods for weekiowe: ttnt. pouesty .taketh’ our-
greateltrimeto labour for wifk -and family, but ¢he,
weakhy nesde leffe labour, and may applic the-

EOR K2 - aere



‘The'reward ‘ofRéiigiért o244

Mére time 1o the (cruice of Goé;.'khb;g'forc:wé u

that Pau] ﬁ%d‘c, the married care for the ihing: of , Cor

thislifc to pleafe their wiues : fhewing, that ieis’

one miferie vppon the poorc when they ate married,

that they are tfoubled about worldly and ncceflarie.

protifion, butifthele things bec fapplyed by a'good

?Ta‘g‘ria_gb, thod mayeft prayfe God with the greater
iligencd, -~ ’

" "Butwho are they which haue defired or obtaincidé

aweilthie ‘marriage for cithet of thefe caufes?

the poorethould goc in colle@ion for reliefe ofthem,
which for this occafion hauc richly ioyncd them~
felues, what thould they gather? or how farre #hould

they goc? to how maity perfons’ mighe they come, -

beforethey getté a thilling? Truely for this caufe th
defire thex%,‘g loirie, that  the ‘n’?{ghf Jauifh out g
more in riotots ¢xpenfes, with the rich manjn the,
Gofpel, to fecde in plealure, to bee cloathed in filke,,
to mainuine dogges, houndes, hawkes, horfes, and
setinues of idle men, but neuer the' Church of God,
fareth the bettct forthem. Againe by theie wealth,”

they haue idlencfle “and tithe to wander abroad, . - - ;

heere to feat and make merry, there to ploy.
and difport themfelues in bodily-exercifes ,  and
worldly vanities, but never one houre the more’
is_fpeént in theferuice of G O D, but muchi the Jefle, |
for the Diacls fweete and pleafane baytes draw a-
way their mindes from the confideration of their -
owne miferies. Againe, they.are many times a thou-
fand fold more clogged with the cares of their wealth,
then the pooreft foule to prouide bread for his fa-
mily by ﬁis bodgy labour. Laftly, their defire is
toleaue great poflefsions to their pofieritic, that
the honour of theit houles may bee increafed, and
the name of their memorie might bee cuerlafting-
Iy recorded;fo that neithet the glory of God, the pro-
moting of the Gofpell, the relicuing of the faythe
fall, or the fuccouring of Jefus Chrift himfelfe,”
#any part of the thought of thefe couctous wret-
<ches, but asthey defite the inheriianccs of the Lord,
R - 3 .
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o be their portign in t.%u prefent life, fo they hage
them for the cankerof cacir loutés,, the rultizo con-
we a0’ damé them ;7 thi care'to tormdit thém, “the fearc to,
forlake thet, the 1te to enidy them, the trauaile to”
increate thetn, and the reckamng for abufing them .
to the r endléfle confulion. Therforé cxcept the Loi-‘(f,,,
dee bufld the houle;their labour isbutin vaiue, that
bufl it; except the Lord maké the'ntarriagé, the ris?
?:IS'SIOF zalgr:qn]cmnot ;o:iﬁxm&:tl\:hm, for bctté{;?;s
~ ittle that the religious hath, then the greac poflel-
- ?lak;?. 15 ﬁbn’s}dfth’c vhb‘dcﬁy, RS o P-A B l;
s “‘Laftly, hec'axit marrieth forobedience vnto God,
thitft haue this caré to prouide before hand thingsho -,
Gen.s 4,35 neft'and lawfull for the prefent maintenance o wife |
avid fatmly. Therfore when Abrahamns fériants camie’,
. Rebaccg, t3the Citie of Nschior, among others which hee told *
S viitoLaban, ‘and themather of Ribkah, hee fhewed ),
themwhat cattell, - and Bocks, {eriants and maidens, .
byd mafter had,” which all fhould be Tzaaks, theteby |
fionitying,thit a] neceflarie prouifion for théirmain- |
tépance,wasalieady procured, and theré wanted no--.
thitg,but a wife for zaak. So Taacob after his four-
Gen.30.92 tene yeeresfertice with Laban, coucnanteth to haue
32 . the profite of the Roks which fhould b,c‘@ot‘tcd;.fandh
this'was #hienhe knew hee was to depart fiom his fa-’
tRer'iti law,. and therefore was bound to prouide for~
himfel%e, "Now this prouifion is mot fo meant, ‘as".
_théugh cueéry one wercbound to getal things beforé -
hand, which are needfull to marriage , butit is requi-
red, that cuery one fhould procure fomewhat accot--
ding to'their degree, and the maintenance of their
calling. This poyntis clearerthen the fonne, dnd.it_
_ Terueth 18 ‘the” reproouing of themy which runne
o . headlong to marty one day, but fall into wofull beg--
. gery the next, heither houfcsto dwell in, labourto
worke on,meate to fuftaine them, money to procure ,
them,friendes to relicue them, or credit to help them,.; -
onely wiucs and husbands they muift needes haue,
not caring what fhall become of thiem afterward;,
And tpucly, if the hurt did onely redound to _ihciz"
. gl . ST owne
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&vwhic hinderance, theif pittie was the leffe; but wofull
wistotell, how theirmifcrable pofteritic are thereby
¢ ¢uen through their paréts rathnes) brought to cuer-
lifting pouertic, and fiach asis moft limentablé,  for
their mindes arc ot fuftructed, they haue no. know;
Jedge of thetru¢ God, neithercan they pray to they
comfort,or hope for dny falration.J€ it were but th’{-
labour and pouertic of the body, it wete much to bee
* defired,and nothing to. bee feared, but being the en-
daiingering of both body, and foule, how much isje
# be difiked; that any for their owne’ lufts thould;
Teaue their wretched pofterity to the powet of the de-
uill: Thercfore betoued, counfell your™ acquaintance.
96 be carefull for theit chikdren,as welkas themfelues,
firlt to try and then to truft firft o prepare fomewhat,,
thatif ficknefle come, or charges come,or age ouer-
take thee,yet then thou mayeft comfort thy felfe with
th¥ owne gotten:goods,and rather bee licip_full, they
chargeableto any. S i
- Fourthly, by 1zu that Boaz fiith, hée taketh Kuthi
#o wife, for to flirre. vp the name of the dead;, and
thatthe name of the dead bee 'no more. forgotten.az
shong his brethren in the Emof his phice: We note,
- fhat their marriages mnftbe taken in hand-alfo tothis
énd;fot the muluplying of the Church of God; weé
hauc already fhewed hHow one catfe of this brothers.
marriage, was for thae. vie-and. purpofe, and in this
. place not vaneceffary to confirme.” For the law of
- this marriage wasfpeciall onelv for God his people,

ind therefore for the augmenting of the numberof

the Lords flocke.  And as this' was amiong the Tewes,
that euery family might haué fome temparall inhe-
fitohirs,euen fors it gmong the Gentiles, thatif it bee
- pofsible, euery-one thould bring one infint or other,
- tobeaninheritour of e’ Lordes kingdome. By the
which parenits are tiughe to bee more carefull for the.
¢dudatidd andinftra&ion ofdhveir.children, thenfos.
theif procréation and: birth, “for theyare madg the-
fathers and mayhers of Chyift in his members, there-.

3
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fore théy muftnotleaue bim to Herod, shatjs, they

‘muft not grac their children to the power of Sathan,
by their 'g'cgliéeﬁc;c‘wd wangtef teachirg ‘;halar.a
accurfed :ha‘:‘ﬂy flumbling blocks beforeibe lindg
and thall not they alfo that leade them. into the¢ fea,

_+ whercisnothing byt drowning 2 cuenfo if godicfie;

r:ycnts docleade theit children and innocent, babes,
to damaable ignorance , who fhall anfwere for.
their foules? fhall not the authours of this deftruti=
‘om: Had not parents ncede then 'to Jooke to them=,
felucs, for if they haue as rouch gold as salomon,
had, andas reatinheritances as Caleb had, andas
much pofl :fg;u of Cattell as lob kad, yeu if they be,
N not able ro bring vp their children ig the beare of God,
it were better for parents and chuldren they had ne-.
’ uerbeencborney . then miferably to lue in wealthy
and be euery houre in daunger ‘of damnation. ~Bug
how then will you fay,multwe be carefull forthein ¢
frultion of our children? 1 anfwere, X;Q\l muftbeg
carcfull for thefe two things : firft, thavyou teach
them thas which is good, ccondly,that you giueno,

euill example vato them. oo ‘
' for the teaching of them the.

" Concerning the sl
g ch them the matter of their

truth, youmu firft teac

fayth, and fecondly. howe to- prays -The matter
sheir faith is containcdin the twelue articles, com:
monly called the Creede orbeleefe, which eue fa-.
gher and mothet is bonnd to teach their children, - -
with the urevndérﬁan&ingthercoﬁ and as be
ablc to fhew them the proofes thereof out o
word ot Gad, Imeane as the -children.bee able to
receiueit. Herein they. muft inftruct them of the
miferable eftize of rnankind after their fall,by thevfe
and v,ndctﬁandi%gof the moalHawe,, contained it
the two tables of the tenne Cpmmandements , Wi
she proofes therepfout of the Scripaure, and . the de~
Jiuerance by the death. and bloudfheading of l__el‘;’;z
, gbi&, the, ctemall .apd ondy begotte fonge: ok
o R N S
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© " Againe, yoi muftteach’ theéth to "pHy acaerdin e
#sthe Lord hadi titighe vi in thdt fom Whilhi wee
eallthe Lordes prayer, ‘with the viidetlTatiding cdhevey
efourof thd -wirdeof God,-fot dictpt You: teacth -
them wharthey Fay for !:E thte “rideranding of Mat 6 &
1t, you were as.good totéach thertiin Grecle of Tany
tihe asin Engliff, - “For there aré many-thoafindeq
# Enclande that call-God: Fatheein vilicie peayers, -
But Tkinow not tharthere, bee aap whith knowethes
theaning of the word. Tmyfelfehinte reifoned with
many Bothyoiing andoldé, ‘snd of- aitn OF dood
callingin the worldé, about that one-worde, whiche
isthe eaficftand'phayneft i all the worde of Gody”

byt fome fewe excepted, which Ratielaboured for.

k"?‘gvl’pdge:in"thc' hearipg ‘of Serritofs; ¥iruer mev:

With -man; woniar, ‘for. childe, thar could'.” gyt ‘
mee-any realonable aunfiwedre’ ¥ned this 'qaefon - .

.b de chis, thar God'thade’ oiem ) und thedefore. «21-10 72
is their Father which euerie Tewé atd dimeoft cucrie

Pagan knowetl ax 'well a3 thevs Theérefore as our
sighteoufnetle muft exceede the - righteoutnefle of

~ the Scribes and Pharifies, Yeweéé and Gentiles, fo

muft our knowledge olfo, for by our knowledge
erf ;:bri!; weeare iuﬂiﬁ;d to bee his mcmbcr;. ?m{
although weerepeate the Lordes prayera thoufand
fimes :ucry &-l)gc, and vnderftand it zot», wee doe 14, 53, 12
but babble before the Lord,taking his namein vaine, o
vfing it in our lips, when our hearres haue no vnder-
2::ding, and therefore our prayers are without
te

Laftly, ifyou your felues doe not walke before.
them without reproofe, in pure and fanétified con-
uerfations, whatfoeuer you teach them, youprefent -
Iy treade our gaine, for fimpke people and young
children live by examples, and not by precepe : :f

ou teach them to worthip God, you muit alfo bec-
ore theit fices worfhip the fame; thar they may
pradife by yout example. . 1f you bid them thae

fweare 0ok, you your felfe mult bee carcfull noe
ey {weare 0ak,Y ey e o
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: to fwears or elsshey wilknor beleiuc you,. foras the
pooplelooke vpon'the life of their paftour, fo the
young children hehoulde the fieppes of their parentg.,

, _ And weg fee in bruite beaftesthat examples are much

s 0.0 more effeGuallthen preceptes:, they capnot fpeakesy;

yas baw doethey sraine vp tlici:;gv:qqg onés. Itis res:

pesiad of the Hartes of Scithia, that they teach their,

young oncs to.leape krom banke to banke,from rock

8.10cke, from "onc turfe to another !‘L‘!hd'.own(

cxample, leaping before them, which otherwife they:

vonld nence practilc; by which meancs when they,
mhua:e;,e?: beaft an eies take t,bemip, »1,5:.:;: 5’: it

| yewgoabebare pourchildrenia examples while they:

/ arcysung, fathan thehunter “and roa '}ﬁg,,lion ﬂvﬁl

neuer bave them for his pray. . Whenthey learne to:

fpealc they ke he words rom o oivpe mouthes,

- cuea {0.whea they learne to worfhippe, feare . -

- loue,honoyr,and pray vato the Lard,let :

si--, - them take youfor theirexamples, . .
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The RewaidofReligion.” g
- Thefourtcenth Lecture,

[ R Clup; e VRE IT.X8. - v
1.t dndall the people that were im the gate, 90 the ols
devi{asde e ure witnefSex:The Lord make the wife thag
csmmes) tuto thy bawfe, like Rabel awd Leabiwhich
-emaindid build theboufé of Ifrael, > hat thowmaigfh
. 'd::ﬂh{j i1 Ephratabyand bee famons 1m bethie

&lxlﬁadd;!w ’ bay“c In@ the l\o:-{c_ofvt"ha'xe
~whwre Tbm?r bureSnro [adab,of the fsede ,H:z'
* #bé Lord foall giue thee of this yewng wovsane. N

.S we hite: hithertoheard. of Boaz and
hiskinfentan, the onein. refigning, &

: t!lmod_xcr-iu '“‘i“i'”fﬁ‘ :l_:'gh.t. in the
oz e place of mdement, . the prefence
AR e ddmef?ana Feoples. 50 how the
boly Ghott proceedethto declare vato vs,phe bebaui- -
eur of this latrer fort arthis mariage of Boazs whicki is
thicir sunfweare vntothat fcech of Boaz:.whien hes
calleth them to witneffethe bargaine, - :

> The wordés doe eafily deuid‘c-them,ﬁ;lués mto twé )
. pirtes, the firftis their cenfelsions to bee witaefles of

the contradt, inthefe wordes: Thew/puke 4(/ the peopls,

dndelders;we are witwiff' 5. The lecond parte is prai=

€r'théy make for Boaz:and Ruthin the next wordes
corififting of two partes, the fir(t:is the fruntfulneffc of
Rauth,when they pray he may be like.Rabelgs’ Leab:
thatheemay bee mm nEpbrataby and famousiv
Beshichem : Thefecond member of this [e,condtgart
§¥ For the blefling of God vpon thepofierity. of thefg
twonew martied perfons: In the 1.2, yerk, that their
h"oufe‘nii hebe likethe houfe of Phasca the fonnc of
> ¥udah, which tHl that ime; had the ehiefeft dignitic
ip the yriboof Tydah; and (o cenvinued tll the fecpter
2o iy QR AN GAT ST SRR AR 5]



[l

450 TheRéwaidot Religion
o was taken from Tudah; & the lawgiuer from between
his feete, which was almoft fiftecne hundred an_ res,

vatilkthe 7aigne of the Hun crades. Of fhefe
p:;?s fetvs g%‘cxfy foedkeia ?&?Ey' the affittaace
of God his heauenly fpirize, and the permifiion-of the .
tme. ‘

And allrhe people } Thiclewordd. as we fhewed you
aretht fislt pare, whetein the ralery 8o peoplo dcknows
edgetheir teitimony with tmc'confi;freely. yoclding
vato the requeft.of Boaz; and willingly: reiaycingrat
thar-fo Rrange 2 tnawter, whon osie of she chicfe of
their dders,'%or Toaciofthelawof God, woulde'so.
his owne di‘commodity,marry with a ftraunger, and
fo bate 2 womman; looking neitkeron bizth aorwwealth
but on the hidden man of she hearte, making vecone
his choios and zeligion his postibn.: Queof whichiwe
note.- :

" Fieff; that'isis the Query ofthe godly willingly in
ahy good maner. ‘to gin:zhcih'né(éqhogxy for :Izm
bretlsccé:fo‘r tneniin this lawes zgc:ml“.ﬁd\w{: fo fear «
full chat they wilthardly veftific dhrexruthifordreade of
fomne eaillthar might enfue theseby;thefe perfons aré
nost of the mind of thefo godly Inwesboth cldeys and
others in this place, whichioftheinowne accorde, giug -
wimefié vnto Boaz- for. the purchafe of his land, and

§am 13,45 the mariage of his wife, fo Weeiteade the peaple wit--

nefl=d wich Samuel when Saul was-chofen -kingz-yea
againftheir own felaesbecaufarhty had refofed him
to beetheirking, and-cholc a lng-ta migne- oues
them, aflef the masner of she heathen. . This is:the

" Morewdrdiy to bee corifiencdan'this plate, becaufe
this people did notafier.any feoffing manner, butfo.

berly andjn'thefeareof God ('as. appedteth by their

praves ) Witneffe this cantract yneo Boaz:. the worldg

fnithele dayes, if the Kike thing Thoyld: fall qugy dnf :

ary olde ritant in thicprefence of o great & copgregatia

honld thke to His wife o young a woman, would, a3z
re

. tHer tMocke: fcorne and difddind ity thenpvith fuch re-

.

teréemodefty pray for it: Forhesein the werld fhese -
eh it felf; which s wonttogandeinne that, in- 9'# %
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whichin themfelues -they -highly commend, -add t
looke bur vpan the oytward appearance, difcerning
andiudgiag but with hodily eyes and carnall minds,
yet hesethefe Iewes Bethdemites, thall fpeake for the
godly,not deriding ftrange actions,not cnlmg their
yoyces to alawfulfebndxdon.' not indging .
fpiritnall eye,pearcing through tlic barke of hamane
body, into the foule of qiodTy old man : and thisss
the more commendable, becaufe thé magiftrates and
eldersthemfclues ioyne thé to the people in fo godly
proceeding,by whofe exampleit isno doube,thz wa-
nering multitude was much encouraged.And this tea~
cheth vs how excellent isthe profefsion and forward-
nefle of men ip autharitie,vpon whom the eyes of the
commph - wealth dependeth:they are netier alone, bat
as alfbeatts and creatures fallowed Noali into his ark,
becaufe hee wentbefare, foall lorts will follow their
difpofitian, be it good or euill : We rcad of the wic.

ked iudges of [zraclwhich.condemned innocent Na- 1

boath, had alio wicked witneffes againft him; for fach
\as Ahab and Tezabell were,fuch were theiriudges; &
as theiudges were, the fame were: the people . if
they be godly, the lightsof theis Jiues wil' fhine vato

_ qthers,if they bec prophane,  their darknesis like the

darknes of Egypt, which {pread it felfe oueral the 11d.
-©hhow cofortable is your prefence. at our godly af-
femblics to the difpifed mébers of Chrift:ifyou come
‘many come:it you bide at hame, many folowyour
ﬁegg»,cs,thc fouldicurs will follow the Captaines, ins-
to thehotteft {kirmifhes, but without them, it isa
.griefio gointo thie eafieft battels, o right worthiptul,
4f you contintie yaur diligence in lrc’annoﬁﬂse Gofpell,
wee your fubicéts and feruants will-follow you to
-the farthes}, but if youfall away, weare difcouraged

' salfo-ronc word of your mouthes in: the commenda-

tionaf goadnes,islike golden applesindithes of -
;er, but one fieppe of your trau :ile to thé. motntaine
.of Sion. the company of the faith ulkisbiké the com-
pany of Ionathanand his armcur beaser’, to drivea
‘wholoarmy of. wngodly Philifipes from dxqfczt;;:
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Gads Saints:If Oedeon be gnee mired, whararethe,
soropany ofMudianites 2 if the Mugiftrate or pentles
manfrequens theexercifes of religion;al the mouthes.
of the fwirith Adheifts,which.treade the pearies of the¢.
Gafpel ynder theirfect,are flopped. Lookevponthd
Fasucheo ‘Qacen Cmdace‘k‘whiéhcam‘e ctery yert
smamy hundred. riles to worfhip.at Lerufalé: he wey 3.
woblc man,yet &t was no difcrédis to his honér.to bt
diligentin God his kruice. Loekewpon thae rioble
“Theophilus, to whom Lukededicaceth his bookes;

. Whenal}the worldpesfecured Chriftyct hee fitfferéd
dis name 18 be formeft in the Gofpelthatnoné thald: -

TR

.-t

' ?3‘ 244,

s

“if $holy G bofthad id,

Be difcouragedat the profefsion of Chrift, when fuch,
# noble man would fuffer his' name to'go publikely
4n the book. Eook vpor the noble woman of Theffas
‘Jomicaywhich in greateft dangerioyned them{chies to.
shd proféfsion of the Golpel. Looke vpondhatexcels
.Jent Lady, ‘towhom Yohawriteth hi¢ fecond Epiftley.

-aed bcrz(}er 1lfo, whofe children fasoured and con
fedied the Gofpel,as welastheir P’n&‘s,d\c day would:

. nat fuffice to followalthat T might,thefe wét biefore.

“in the world, and before in the Lotd; thatis, they
mere noted in-wealth,but notable in Religion, . they
were fingalar i authoritie, but exceltent in chrifttant
Ay,the themory of their wealthisloft, but theyecord:
ofthicirfayth remaincth regiftred in God his booke
for cucr Thefe men and women were worthy of thesr
laces. fisch as couldrule. cheia riches by the word,
fecde theirforasats with the Gofpel; 'and choath theis
foules with kefus Chrift, * . - R
* Sccondly, by shis wee note thatfecing they abwit-
Mefled, & chey all prayed for Boaz, the dutie of thern.
& are gatheted t"og:tZer in any.godly affembly,which
15 to ioyne thifelwes in che farhe holy exerciles,if they
-biearcthe other moft Bear,if they pray the othermudt.
-pray tif thewfing, the other muftalfo fing :7ordvsis
- the fellawfhip of the Saints;or elfe nothingis» When.
‘weread thé chuich of God' cSuimaed togreer tabrea
king breadsris-alfp faid dz? ontinuéd in praier, 8
asifghery onc dﬁ%ﬁ'lg" .
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© cucry one did pray to the Lord as.it auailethnota ~
ungry manto feeanother cat, & he haue aone, bue
rather increafeth his defire, fo if you be cyery. day and
houre where praicrs are made, & your felustaftnotof = .
* thé ¢ doth but incicafe yowr damnation : $o wereade AQ.yrs.
whé the Apoftls were foibiddé to prgach.in the name 3.,
‘ot Chrift,they cime to their fcllows, & hftvp their voi
‘¢¢s with one accord to the Lord , and when they had
prayed,the place way (haken wherg they were -affenny
bled,and they all were filled with the holy Gboft,and
’{pakc the word of God boldly fuch jsthe cﬁ:ﬁof god
his faithfull,whé they pray vgto him with enc accordy
dike the affault Qﬂ’;h;aure ‘winds vpoa Iobs childrés
boufe,which notoncly fhooke-, but:alfo-oucrmrned
the fame:many handsmake a great-laboxto belight~
l{ difpatched,and many mens prai¢isdoc pulldawse | .
the mercies of God vp vs. Tlns Inhioke isvery needd #7171
£ull ox i dayes, wheseinthisdulncffe i groweaa '+ i
rofle,thatamong a.Church full ofhearers, yon fal
haue very few which arenot faultic in this: doGrinen
for itis aworldto fechow many haye.their bodyeh
at the fermans, but their foules & affe&ions arc wano
deriog in athoufand matters:thefe pray not when weel
pray, heire not when wee preach,,. ngither fing whea
& fing, ‘what profite haue thefe perfons Bi:u; puy+
ers,or preachingfurely they are Idals,they hauetongs
but {peake nopyearcs,but heare not, cics, but.they fegt
not.And this is moft lamenuble , to fee. many yppdm
\ﬂ(fmm the Lord thh beftowed this gittroreading okj
leaming,to come hand ouer head tq Churches, watan
oueeither baoke or iminde of prafite;themfelues on
ather : Thas they bury the graces afGod in shé, they
quench the fire qfthc%ol ¢ {pirit ». they, Joole the.cofty
“eftheir parents , which tﬁey beftowed to bring thqm
to Jearnmag,they. difdaine: to fing with the faychfullys
theyabhorrethe labours of their youth,& magk thes
Lorcwith th:ir prefence: Looke vpon it sy brethicny:
for 16 the Lord haue ginenany of yop. learning, thac:
youare ableto read fiswg;_d, thenbee:hath planted
you. to beare fruigin his owae orchard,but ifyou vle;
4 - : ) net
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not this gift;then you ire fruitlefle trees,and the Lord
will cur youdowne and caft you into vnquencheable
ficc,if you fay E)u haiic nbbooks;! anfweie, the faulé
.. ¢« Yyethinour feldesifor ifyou be poore;aske the %bdly,
-~ *% 77 ahd your wantthall be lupplyed: if you be wealthie,-
2 faue lonie of youtidle experices to fpende vpon fuck
- a boly bufinefle, If youiay you forgetyour bookes
behind ‘you; tanfwere § itis'a figne you care but lit<
tle tor yourisutneyes end, for if you had thatreue -
tence, to xomé prepared to the exerciles of the faidhi<
fudl, which you ought to haue , you could notfor-
geryourbibles, nidy. you fhéuld sather forgét youe
appariell themyaar bookes, if you ¢onfideted asic
Bccot_nm‘cr.h" voui But - fome*fay, théy vnderftand
. weltioughthoush they fay not amen to our praiers,
Cor.t aad though _thirrxu‘o notto the Lord ‘withvs, but
| WCOrI®  Phultaith tofuch it they dokno good to their bre-
© o307 drenbecaute they edifiothen o, dnd chat it is bet~
terinshe Chusch to fpeake five - words to infttuét
otherd, then ten thoufand for his owne Bencfit: fot in,
the Church we dre affembled for tut bretheé, ot for-
ou: felues onely,- and whofoéuerprayedh sot wich hr
brethren inthie Chiich or cobgregtion, doth bljg: ¥
thefellowfhip of the faichfill,” ind Randeth fora ci-:
~  pheramong ¢ faints « Therefore if you haue any
earc of your diity to'the Lord,of the lovc of the faith-'
full of obedicticc 1o yoilr parents,of increafing your
wlent of leatniiiz, drthe aluation of y oar own fouls,
both magiftizte 3od fubic&. elders add people; rich &
posre, ofd and yorig, ‘med and women ; f_ulﬁll. t}xg.f
expectation ofthe godly, pray wheh weé pray; fing
“With vs when Wee fing hedre vs when wee pteach : for”
with fuch facrifice is chie Lord pleafed. *
T be Lord mabe. Now wee hate madean ende of
the £rfi part et vs go to the fecorid, which is dhic pray »-
- erof thele people and clders;the firft member wherof’
is contained ift thefe words, whercin they pray for the,
fruiefuloefle of Ruth,afleadging an éxample w teftifie’
theloue they beare to Boaz, tﬁatthcy defire his wife’
W bes asfruitfull as cither Leah, or Rahcll‘; ng& 8
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Dilded dh boufe of el , fo thathey wotild haue
invthe futher of mach people,in fo much ashixname
both of:wealdi and children, might aduanrice the dig-
Ritinof Rethickem Ephrathah, e

- Biglt therefore henoe wee rote the dutte of allohe
odlyw bich is to pray for the welfare anc.of anothery
clpecially in marriage,for the praiers of the faith
fullare at.ncedfull for themarricd as fkilful tnariners;
in thebodte of pafiengers. Thercfore we reade of fem
Iy fharrisgesin thefariprure , butthey wercceles
rated with praier, whe Rebecca was marticdeo Jiae

acke,her Snother,broflcr,and fierids, prayed thatdhe G¢0 2490

might grow vp into dionfand thonlands;, & het feede
2o pofleflc their enemies pate;: andin thisplace thefe
‘fricnds of Boaz pmytheﬁic tor Ruth, for whasmake
the pebples prefente, the multitude of lookers, the:
Qumber of acquaintince; -atthe time of celebrating:
fmacrlages, cxcept it bee to pray for the parties,: wee:
haie fhewed vouthe laft Sabbaoth, that for theigno.
Tance ofche prople which- could not pry, came the
miniﬁe:.m:ihug a-hard infe, for {upplying- their. .
Want :and how lamentablé is 4t to fee in -many:pla-
£cs, and moft perfons-that are marryed,, where teir
Cempany are none godlefle ruffians, igneran
Adhéifts; prophane Hearers, and ‘fotabk blafphe-
mels; to bee prefent- ac their vohapbie -weddingsy
whatpravers cin thefe powré forth, fortheir hewe.

. masried friénds,can the Cockatrice breathe forth any:

thing but poyfon; or the fpider fpinne any founder
cloath-theg her webbe,n0 more can thefe perfons,but
curfethesn with their prayers , not bleffe them with

ﬁﬂ'ftm:ﬁngs':i- it-het a -wotld 0 f‘egthu’y s

Againk their marriages compafle the countrey, forwe
toprouide delicate diwerfitics of, Mmeates, to feed botk
elly and the eye , -othersto inuite their friendey;
which come ruffling jnto the Churches, in filkes;
yeluets faetens,and fgﬁ apparrell, & fome todecke vp.
théfelues in braye clothing,againt their mariage day,
t neuer one thought forthe fairhfull prayer of the
godly, thar their profpetoys l_i&may bee blcglgg I:n
N wedlocke
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wedlock thisth ouﬁ;&bﬁ!moﬁuﬁc&ifd{m&

_ yet not tolecaucthe © vndone, but godly prayess$
arebetteptheagreat portions, andit is bereerto et

.poore Chnit at our weddiags,thena thoufand shrets

fands of whcte 'gliﬁé\'inggzlhm.'["mly in threfeday cs

howdoe tnerrand women prouide for mireh, nat fo

modaftit; thattheir day of matriage may ‘bee-ioyfull

wizhworldly difports, “notgodly with Chriftian exdér

eifcss they bapy and bire mufitions,to palfc the dave it
. pheafant danncing, but; neneriatreat of fpukef’olz
man word wo.ths godlyto beftiw. thtir barty.praiess wpod
Al themibebdverfore bcloubd;thisibe-dutzdite&ion,‘tﬁn '
as we raarty for the Lord, ot for the world; {o'weo
, fudy For{imyér,aréd'noqforplufurc. P
2 - Sccomdly;by this wee gather that the et ble(l
fing in'maniage isthe bearing.of children,the blefsing -
vpou the vine % stobring:many grapes » thic: blefsing
wpon threeasth is 1o be fruitfullin bringing and Sprin-
ging-miich comne and paftires the blehing on thefeal
ihy‘muldplyinggf the fifli, and the bl g 'of miat~
. rlagis maay ‘childré: Thesfdre in this place they prag
that Ruthmighn belike Rahel and Leah, which bruit=
ded all Tael thatis, t .were the mothersiof s grEat
. pation they multi lyediorthicit B frerticto 2 number
like thé farres of heauen. For this caufethe frfublefe
| Gen 9!~ @ggvﬁon'm:gklnd Afier theflood ;7 Was chatxhey
‘ . ﬂwaidiin‘ércnfc and fill the carth, for this c:ufc’the fa-
' ' dic:i‘;i efired children o rauch, & the ouertoucof 08
ayc

ldren, encrefed the nwltimde of theiririuest
& forthis caufe the Apofiie fayth, that wom theough
2 . beasin® oF children fhaltbe (aued, if they continue in
! JTim3.1§ faich, and loue; and hotineffe with -modeftics. For al
' other blefsirigs may be had without marviage wwealth
and fithes,comfort and friends,Nomour and pleafurey
quictnefe 20d reft,mav bee found in the ltues o' ¥
married verfons oncly:children muft come ofa grafs
ved Rocke, whichis 3 holy and fan&tified maiags 0t
wedlocke: When Abrsham wanted 2 fonfCs he praiey
for 6ne : when Rebecca was barren, Ifaackeprared

for her, and the conceived ¢ Wh‘“Mmﬂ" waoreg
, - children .
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othildren,he Enaycd,ind the Lotd gaue him $ :
.when Annah was barren, theeprayed and obeas

’ cS;mucll:. mdnw:on-zécbnm'edangn Elizabeth badl-“::;
siflué, by prayerihay obtayned Iohn Baptift, - So bl
'.gwcomgted oftheir mariage without ehimtn.a afiic
~and pleafant. 'ﬁarﬂm without fraites,” ahd as th¢ offe
+8oth fructific by fcafonable lowerkyfo the otherdoth
-maltiply by faithfull fupplications:: Thercfore here
2 this peopl=iof God pray for:Boaz and Rush, that ritai
1y pleafarit awigs rhay fpriug out ef theit friviefall bok
Ldies, By the which wefee the ready refnedy for bate
irenncs, whithare godly.and zealouspraiers, pawretd
\forch into the eares of - the dlmighty, thathce would
remaue his kand froth punithing, and wicthdrawe the
-urfe ofbarrennés from peniteat fioners. - ~Butin'ot
prayers we muft ulway take hoede § we-appoint noe
«the Eordwhit bé fhall piuevs vither fonney of daugh-
“texs, but1éft! vhonthe will sf God to receiue cither 8f
-both, And indeed be it thav childreniare the greaett
«blefsing of markipé;yes al things cofidered,itis iuch

3 "‘F’pi’et to/bbbasren,: for sarmiferable dayes; and

dinfoll livey calt fora fcourge, and once meotrcthefap-
ing of Chriftfhall be fulfilled, that there thall be v
& them thatzare with child,and that giue fuck iw'thofe
.daiev.yeavadaubtedly oor poltérity dountthem hap-
ﬁ that are ¥nbome, and themfelues fhall with: wah
‘Eob & Yeremly:they had neuerfeene thefine.Oh whd
dre'they.thathade any defire to -haue ‘many childvead
dooke vps the world it fulleth 1o atheifme. looke vpt

“* ort the chyreh, jrdeclineth ro errour: looke vpon the

Golpel;ivispesfecured by the dewl, & vew enery de -
.’Ftcc;if coruptib groweth nat vpon themitruely, e
S y

Mae, 24

-5 Bfau faide, the daies of modmwér my fasther GéndPiad,

willthonlf.coine: fo niay all the faithfull fdy; theda
f mournme for § Gofpeland kndwledg wif one da
zome,and the Lord knowethhow foones” Therefore
- if vou wooldlamic yoyr children to be arheiftes, vour
iffuerea bokentickes, your: poftetity to be afflited,
“snd lhyade.offli ring tb be corrupred, and miferably
punithatinshislife, or equslly plaguatinthalife to
IR - . ] . come

.
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. :pome, then defirelistednldren,bé it you cin prbuiide
;Ms.tq maintyge ghend; teachdrs toinitrutt chem,
dsyning 1o defepdhembononraoaduice thé fricnds

L. lehﬁ thi,& gattleg et fecurity to-keepe. them from -

: sthe.hu cof the , wexlde. yet alas,akes,abto how-,xmz
-theulind aduerfities any their (oules defeend,I fpe
Mwtthigte dilcoyrageany fram -defirihg children,but -
A admonith fomn the Lorde thivyoube wile inyoar
pentions,zad thinkeasmdl of yours infantes miferyjas
yopr ownepfitringt. sow youdefie ealc witheat

- paines,butthey- tnklimanaer of atfliGions may fedd

* Ppicrigs to theheandnsand not becheatd.! Ohy all

wlsgrecs bothimaridd and vmhatricdumldhaue'm

8 Uit poBetity, before they be. bord, then fh

Seaver be vagabeads shen now are e muaredie proad-

sdedker thenne v ednbé, denfboiddmen and wones

-$prlicic childisns Bhe amend their dofel arid defpb-

1sstshehagiornotficfor pagansimudyiéfe for chaf-

fligpsrdett the ehildtanfhould beplopded for theAd-

Mhess Fpults, Aflredly biloued; the drond hath fpolida

. Yathas if .owkéaﬂdrcnfzﬂxé wicked:ithd ydhell foflr
cL,, -Sdbscthedinges ofull their. annceftérmyen: thicugh
wpt 35 ﬁ?y;’f deddapahyhindred yearesagdan ' o0

achﬁlﬁd'?jtbwtéi&ﬂ‘ﬂ&l,@ﬂthﬂﬁeid nrid pedple

a7 _weperetha fonthehelping otops doatuesin praick,

- - ad réleining iofout Reantes, we may-{drbefore vs sthe
E&hodnsof Godvaso prhers,: 16 é)ihphandleym
honR dshumay beasfrunbll as Rabelaud ddeah sehi
X5r6tbe wisres oF Facnbi wha bire inmeight fohned
Aone deudler srprsfogtheir hearey praterfor Baw ™

.33, Rwhy by the-axarhpld of thefl: swaioe. (The.

Jiks womeynsidaot sheApoRles, wheqshey przed '
Ak A0 Adsiitheirdlinerencedom the suldrs dhdiehdersitheyy
lsadgcrDanadfartheishelpey: 28 be. foakicibdn ‘the:
feeond Pladits.. . Fot we-rhany tartes knowemot what
dnaskeus weeought:. bhivthe fpitite whichwrong
. shefe giftesin the fathers, helpeth our linfisowries by

3 . shesxamplds of theadeicne godly, thae e tholds

waske the fare graceswinch they enidyed, oo ldrde
she fameluérwhich ehiey lined; andbblaincshe lame.

crowae,
Iad . -~
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&rowne, whetwjth they are all rewarded. Yet wemaft -
“alwaics remember the rule of the Apoftle, that this is tJob.s 845
‘our affurance, if wee craue any thing according to his ™ *
*will, weereceiueit: thatis, wee muft not defire the
Teaft ching in worldly 2ffzires; but vnderthis conditi«
‘on, Ifitbee thy will O God, becaufe the Lard is nge
bound to giue vs any thing, no more then wee arc to
‘giue cucry begaer thatasketh af alins of'vs, but if we
ablolutely craute without this eteeption, we break the
Lai of pfysr,and bring the migiclty of God into bont~ .
digebyoutpeticions, ~ 7. T
Y “Thisteacheth vs this profitablé lefTon, that Before
we pray , wee thould ledrne’and confider our’ wanis
by the word of Gods, that wee afke not at the hands
‘of the Almighiic,any thing befide that which 1s god-
Iy honéftyand Liwfull : for many I am “perfwaded, doe
fadainly and vnaduifédly Rircvpino the prefence of
‘the Lord,with fath and vngodly defires, becaufe they
wint tb‘t,’,kx)‘é\{dt’dg.c ofthe word of God,and the due
‘confideradon 6fthofe things which they want, ‘Of
i‘ﬁis‘%’ﬁ‘;té ull the prayers of the papifts,for they nei. R
her ’?ﬂémaﬁﬂ beir prayetsin aftrange tonguc, nor

o will bimiadthemn by the woid of God : Vro
Yhele T %4d¥e the prayers and withes of theignorang -
wltirade, witth'are as firic from th: true prayers
ofthe faﬁtﬁfﬁﬂ.fq‘{t_h}: Mdoric is from the earth 3 Fqr
g5t itpo e for amanto g withour his lege,
or to Tce withoue his eycs, fois it impofsible for thefe
ib'g;r@yivyﬁn'qfiﬁ‘ﬂic Knowledge of the Gofpell : For
in our phaY & wee muft (peake to the Lotd ‘in his
. owne torifue,’ aghte fpeakedh in hisword,” burwhic

tan thefe petions biing out of 'the, treafures of the -

ioly’ feripraires? feant one fontence in the whale gof>

pal rightly walerlood, how then canthey bripg the

marter of theit whole prayers, i€ they wane 'but ore

thing that:, will taffice? . 'but, ‘who i living which
" Rindeth “qof in needs of ‘manhy thoufind mercves?

BytI. kigwe theic old excule,  for they fay they - .

pray according to the Scripture, -when they repeats Mae6 o,

the Lords prayer, whichis (s downe inshe ferip e
-.»:. ~.,..~m(, £ o . . l - B .

- e
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afs  ThHaRelhirdof Religioh:
S Y TEROP LI, L M T e s,
Y8 GBoM T dunfieie; dhey doe wéll ifthey vndesftabd
FCRWAR tft’l?jig‘twh'gﬁ doet _oy’ﬁri"ci thole withesio grow rich,
, Wt eiles ypontheay wich whome they arc ange
ehettiét jtbe man 6f¥e:.,fi.and tell me the vaderflane
& ¥ ope petidon fythe Lords prayer. Therefore -
© belouedprayin [pirih: bt pray i vn ':iﬁin‘dihg‘a‘,fg’,;
Sl Vi s obyoutlupplicitiaor &
: B i can fay thit Iélus sthe Lord but onely by the
it ’cgf,(;vod,gi ngRe cj pray 'rightly.biit'by"t cknoy
- R3IgS6tthe Golpel: I you once entertain this kiiowa
!cdge,. ?f‘ God hjs.,vgyy(";ghgn_yqﬁ‘wiu; doe with'it 153

SR A T T ! Lo, )
?gng’x’m workman in his. trade; he vlvﬁl cuter gake de-
¥5h¥in'his work & oecupation,cué. 1o ifyols had this

Flig, you e

ifd dchoh in prayef, which nowis 3
Tiettvnio mariy,thén yoi%: hestts bgdi,P.fiH?de«wADf%.
i;?‘* fluidious, it fheditaijng goodnes, 1ascuerthey

vete defirsys of worldly pleafire, and would puby-

* fkely breache afper ¥, - as the Hart in his, cha e dot
afier thé viellpeings, But oh dearely belouedy this
S RN Lyt ey - U R g Tl
tdndmacthihe world Pf:batr'e,d.of,QQapQﬁtllc(,r'ﬁ)? )
dFthém(clucs, of igpsracs in the rruth, ,of coldue
Yo' religion’, of tuttiyg jn’the world, mifpending’o
Ytime, foning of pléatire, and lacke of detjotion, "sh

they ate as hardly drawneo prayery iﬁ.‘.‘}'diﬁ&}' &

. 'ti?i\i‘nﬁ){l,'r’_r'qpc'rﬁfaisd.lmg'rgt pwith atabret, Thin

N 3
oris, which, ablerit thepolclycs frond

b ! ¥
*{ou thag thele
A?{){Ihafk,, e rvars ot hay T
. *publike pentions afdprinate prayers, ICRE any fout

;g';_‘,(‘;.é‘dfiwn,khcxn *nay,aré not thafe coqécqwgc(,ﬁhizﬁ :

i ?v.{r.mnc to them againft their will, and fy}urz“\aﬂ
thefe cisrfed ¢ompanions ap care.. yv:hicfv, orfake fek-
) ,m“cib:s‘,'go'dti;éf Churchies, lieidlelvathomé, & ar¢
ﬂifgo,rmig,lthem(d}icé in brauerie abroad, -whenthé
time of prayer callethfor their prefence athome ot il
she Church, do they not feperate them({clues from the
Tatthlialin this 1ifz25d theseforc'they.Miall Ve miferas
:bly dataned with the Diuell and luié_an‘écls,{m’d cugrs
Tatkjngly cxchided from Chrift.and his Satets, ', 5
" Fousthly.by thigpraier of thefe elders we ‘bb{:rﬁe&

that we peult elpeci:lly pray for t}_\e'fmﬁltiﬁ]yina\'&_ﬁ i

pugnwting of the fajchfulfor they pesy thag Rukth n{ajy
: c6



o+ Fhenewatd grelgion. ase
Yike, not to the daughtersof Lot, of whome came
th;'curt’:';\.l’/lﬁ,a_hites and ‘Ammonites : not yetto Red
becea,of whom came the vngbdly Bdomites * fict ye
to Keturah,' fror whé came'the vodielic Madilnmes

* ahd Arabiins,buttoRahetand Lesh, whichbuitded

thic hioiife of{feael, thar is, whieh fncrealed the £ ords'
Eebprc',w‘h_iqh‘muldplycé the heyses of ‘the promiifed
fd, and sugmented the nyfber of the farhful- This

- our Sayiout commanded to be done,nexteathe o

\

sifying of God: firft vme fay, hillbwed Bee thy namme;
- drid then,thy kingdome come, ‘whichis, ﬁrﬁ%‘.\t" é
fpirit might raiga in ourhares, ‘8 then that ing Bint§ -
iy be added to the Chuich: For weiruit pcaz’fdrj:h‘é
friénds, & pot for the enemies b§ Chrift. For thiyeaof®
Piul compateth matrige to-the comiun@ionbetween

* Chrift and kis Church:for ‘asthe sne ingendterh mat E?hii'“;

oy faints,{o the other nuft begée many faithfull m& an
Bets : and truly 2sone peatféis wosth téunc thorfand _
pebles.fo On:'§903 childis Bereer to the parefys;theh

Bhany thotiland of enil, The vik ofthis dp&triné is; tide

we fhou'd” ictbee ke ‘theTewes, deffrois dFman

childtehi, beciufé ourfamilies hould grow great, bue

likethe doues,whichbring forch few,which mighe be

the children of infrocencie ¢ the Elcphint being’ 'the

greart, ind yer the meckeft beift, conceaneth bue

once id alkrer time,whereas the leffer and moite Hte-

Full créatpres, increafe many, yet it isbeeter 'for thie

$irltto hiane byt anc, which 1re' good and huttledtheh

Tor the Yattér to hane many, which are euill Md Kirgs- .
¥t : etpen fo beloued it is good 1 increafe doffesand-+ >+
ndt ferpents, Elephanits, 4nd'nct'l’igtu. and bederis

. lopie* fascke the fonae of promif?, then a thdjy ahd
A

hhPfednesis mais;t;ma.-zkg ishidy

aks, ¢ children sfbandagt's We kirowthe 12 ..

*precicits Kearbes bringthe featt fruirsfand hdp fépide % -*
the Beft,which doth tioft’ of Al jighip tie K ¢ “‘g‘iﬁ.
ty'like good tices, mufl rathér defirc onme ¢ris M-
* digl Jikg thembelues! & to bring fouh & evpw ifiMe
}%ﬁ_giﬁ’gzy,b“ Freled . Bl then 1687incly t6 v N op

ke the'wadds of the fei.’%‘;ri‘.ﬁd'g‘\ iat f@n’g:f;ﬁid Gena gt fa

AMAAE | CTO ‘P“'& 2%
opchPbWaing Tcth X Bhin, & thénhle obuitddBy
= 53 =rcr
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. prayer,fo hardly the godly are borng and concriued,
&hznw‘uh the ?vxckcﬁ ‘ I’y come as thick as the hail- |
ftanes in Egypt,for the confufion of the fruit of the
fng‘%‘._'rhcre ore as ‘the feede 1s cafl in vaine vppon
the Lind, which the foules doe prelendy deuoure, fo
_ thofe children had beene better they had neuerbeén
barec; whom darkoes blindeth,ignorance poffefleth,
malice ruleth, vngodlmes leadcth, & Sathantormen.
t ._::é;;'thc-f'cwé pumber arc!he godl,iéﬂ.poﬁcrigy,
, fn'whom light Bhineth,knowledge dwelleth,meeknes
. ?igncrﬁ,quhfnzs guideth,& Chrilt eternally bleffech.
Hily, by the praicr ofthefe people we note,the fécéd
blefsingof 2 godly marriage , whichis to gatherb
o Janful means much wealth;for § which.in_xhc',cnglit{
s o "7 isedee morthily i Ephrathab,inthc Hebrew is,gasler
i wealth im Epbrathal:Foritis more gencralinthe cn
lifh, théin the originalfor to gather wealth by honef
- meangs,isto do worthily,becaufe it js the blefsing of
[God; Therefore we wil take the fureft & the 1.2‘:& ins
. xer sretation,by the which this colleétis is copfirmed,
. . andheir meaning is,that:Boaz which inhis mariage
. Felpe€ed notriches,fhuld by his godly chojfe snioy 3 -
_verggous wife to bdngmp faithfu] children,& increafg
. bis fabftance by the blefsing of Gad, that beg, mighs
_aduauncethe honor of their country aod Citie,Neis
_ther jis this veknownethat after children,ibe growing
in wealth is the n-xt ble(ing of the ford,as Abrahams
. ﬂ:m;ng telleth Laban, the Lord hath ble@ed my. ma-
Gen.2 ¢330 fter exceedi-gly,and made him very great,for he hath
' _ginﬁqnjnim flocks and heards, fluer,and ¢.old,feruants
:and majdens,Cammels & Afles, allthisdid the Lord
~ ;blefle;Ahraham with after his marriage with Sar-:A-
Tob.r.z. ,gaip the bely Ghoft deferibing Tob.ific bis childrea,
© - which were feuen fons & 3, daughrers,beereckoneth
Biswealth & f;idx:}liélsof{@!}i on w‘;{;}i‘cu"cq ihqufand
~gattgll 2.thoufand camels fue hundred yoke of oxen,
, . and fiue hindred fhe affes,with 2, great houfhold Fag
s we o uweglth inmarriage,is the beft ferwant yean ke enter
. tained X mioht (peak of many imoe butfow perfwali-
gms il aficin s poiat Deca we s o work
v L R

"
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tabe tiomaide,ind godlines the miftrefle ' bnouw =~ .
riches is become the miftrefle,and religion the madd RTINS S
For weahh, mientife earlyand go late o bed, abed
diligenty;ani fare hardlytranaile carncftly,& tweatk
‘paiafelly,ah E cin finde no faul but with too huel
ollowing this weslthy trade s For firft of a¥, Dymift Eccle(g.p,
complaifie with-Safomon, thatthers is but one 1nd :
nota fecand; who hath neither brotheenot fonrreiyet
there isna end of his labout nelther i¢ hiseycTatishicd
with riches, for this oldd cantker infé€teth cucry age’,
whereby s 4 pleafireto.certain eotretons metch‘e\s{
w toile their bodies with vatimely Isbours,to cloPgt
thicir mintles with golden cares; & té weary their &%‘ RS
ecs ifi nimbring their wealthe% whitis the end liereh
ofifurcly ¢his che gatherer islikeanaffewhich.citith
the treafure but cannot vfe it ;'being: Mid on bit bieké Ecdef, 6. 3
itmuftbec'wken rgaynes theheyres like the drongd
fpend alt, but frather noie foras they fweat not for ¥
hs it was itf getting, (o they{pare notas-long asit’]
teth,lauifhing out that in riétous company,whick wak
gathered in éouctous encroching.” ‘Otliers thik they
shidy thrive,cowneallthingestawfull:for they iy od =
hath giuen theeafth to'she childsént of meznjhettfore ¥ T 0.2
they {pend'the fahbaothes iribuying and fellig'ih v!
bargayning & libouririg:they get by right & wron,
Forgery and deceit,play and worke;neither lands for
cdrtels come-athiffe to thein {0 théy may hané then:
But wee muftialinay remember, thatWdé neyther go
- to'the right hand nor to "the‘left, that is, ifthaiihate
miany ehildren, thou muftv'no valawfall neanés to
keepe thernsif thau hae nsteithion mutk not hoirde
¥pthy wealth,as ifthou haddeft fome,but remémiber
the day of aduerfitie, atd deale fomewhat forthy pré-
fentncedd, and not ltogethér for thy owne corirba-
dity. Butyoii Will faythew vs (e briefé rifle, By
whtich weg!ivay pra &tife the traiheby yout Ruovrable -
“audicnice Iwill giné yol thefc three fulesithe Bfiz in'~
getting, the fecond in kedpitig, atid the third v dd-
“f_’"i”g'&(?ﬂﬁt-"‘ T e e Ty

" Cécerning the firt, Whieliis geiting of wealdh B~
e g o e

N 4
3

Cieas wcal
&
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. eusoncly care maft b forchie blefsing ot God to én

O3 '33: acafevs : wehaue an excellent exampleinlicod, han
wingnothing in the world befide his wines and chils

‘ drep, yet would receiiie no wages of Labsa; but pras
0 hifed his feruice for the (ported lambss, choofing 13
o plr2:23 sherq dependvpon the blefsing of God;then thepe-

: Kicy of his owne wit,to teftify his vprighnes snghe pre-
{snce of Laban,&to teach'vs all,that thuiying c6meth
mase by the fiuorof the Lord,th éthg wifedde of thes
warld.forLabi thought he had madea good bargain
forhumfelfe, whichiadecd proued to his great hinde~

, 3dce,guen fo whé méthinke they hase compaflcd the
Deyr; %.12. warldto increafe thrir profit, (ddainly. the Lovd fen
T detha croffe to difappoint their purpole ¥ they mighs

know §to be true .which Mo(‘:s faith, thatseis the

= .. ...." Lord which giueth powcrte get wealth: againk thig

_ thofe offend which encreafetheir wealthy& liue vppé

fury,for they depend notvpan the blefsing pf God,

Lug ind their debrers inbands,win arloofe,they will

hauc both principal &increafe, Agaire ethers are fa

greedily bentvpon their profits,that theit only. defire

. 25 1o wax rich,of whome Paulfpeakeh. They. which
2.Tim,6. 9. will waxrich fall into many remprations;& {nares: & -

o 3¢, many foolith and damnable uftes,whick drown men

" cielafting deltrution:for the lowerofmoney is the
.rgote ofall euil,which while fome defired they; erred
fréthe faith,& pearcedthéfelncs with magy forrowes,
“Thisttrikcth to the earth f3lfe mealimesy napghie
_wares,breaking, of promifes, detaining of beirs, tays
Sing of rems.qpprefsing thepoore,deceitful bargainn,
. &vnlawfull trades:for none of thele depen.| ypon th

v .Lord,burgiuc theirfoulesto the deyill for eﬂcrcaﬁn‘g .

- _theie wealth, Sccondly,you muf kpaw howto-vfe
_yair wealth agcording,to ths word gf God t which i
X . thus,a¢cording fo the pailsh of the:Apaft)e,ifd haus
1.Tim.q. Lirle,becSiented, for gadliney Is great gaine,ifdman
€.7-3. beconreated with § he hazh forwe brayghspothi
- 1pta th wﬂd,-mig:er;ﬂ!alw cany gny thipg out o
the world-this is thé* reifon o coztentation, - byt .
fomewill fy, how maehfhall we haue beforcys be

=$gnteatcd,the Apoltie apfwerethin thencx verle: if
’ e




!
|

‘TheRewatd bf Religidif. 255

wehade mear &clothing, we are therwithall eontéted.,

Azaine ifthey be rich,the fame Apoftie fheweth how
they fhallbeare their wealthin thefe wotdes, Charge: 1. Tim.6.5y
them'that ave fich in thisworld,that they be: nothigh- '
sirinded, neither eruft intheir vacertaing riches, tintini

the living God, which giueth vs all things do eniay 2~
boupdantly; that they diftribute to other, that- they:

berich in good workes; thatthcybe willing to giue,

20d eafic to bee intreatedlaping vp forthemfeluds 3, g
good foundation againft the time to come, thatthey =~
may lay hold on eternall life, Out of the which words 9
we muft obferue thefe'thirips.  Firft, thatfiches muft

not make men proude, for they are the gift of God,

but our rich aen fcorfe apd difdaine theire g),c,ig bre~ ,
thertnof Chrift,commiumding and 6pprefsing them

bothby word and deede, in moft odious and thame-

full manney. Sccondly, shey-mutt notput3ny confi-

dence in their wealth, but repofetheir truft in the li-
mﬂbd, who gale it td thém,and towhomelthegy
gite an acconipt for vfinzand abwfiag iefor.to
put truft sn their wealth,isto think bey raay dac with
3t what they pleale. Thivdly,thoy mult diftcihae, wils
Lingly, liberally and dayly, for as they are rich dm fub-
ftance, ‘o they muft be richin goad: wrokes, ‘thatis,

" théymultexcell other in gining, s they-do in- Eoﬂ:(-;

fion.Fourthly, that thoft men which doethus beflow
theiswealth, have hicd the fodndation of theis falya~
tion,and lay hold on eternall life. Thisisthe way.to
keepe-wealth after the word of God,and whafo euge;
doeth otherwilz eitherjn mariage or ynmatiage,do
hwotdv p but ruf) ta tormé Lﬁim.tht.cadlméconﬁc ‘
him, the care to moleft him, and verigeanceagaigft

the day of vengeice cternally to condemne him,

7 'Laftly in departing from his wealth) Refif few

Kuue wronged any man, he muft follow the evatnple  2-

-of Zacheus,reltore foure fould;and he fhall hehlamés

Jefle fov that,fper dtiberally.vpon his family in gbod Luc.19.&

- fort,afterthe coundelt of Salomon, . for this pinching

of feyuants and famidies fauoureth not.o £God, nor.df Prou-§ JESe
yekigion,nar of humanicis, ths bryc basll condgmy 16 472
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T :n Id:cRcward bf&dxgwm
o it,butfpend.nathing'in walle, forthtbu art buye Qewand
., ofdy: add},aowyoa know a keward muft givte-an
qx.s.:4 .t avcournps toismaiftez, Figally,that which theusek
kmeﬁ';gmedo thy: childré,as Abcab:x & ali thesgod -
tis &atbou ofteritie s arid, whofoeuer, follewath
counft l,fh be! guildefle fot. mxfpendmgxnlmh ’
- froth enilt keeping, free fr6. Wronggattng, R-acquit~
*  ted from the dreadful reckoning which allthe sorld
.- fhall uiake aneday 10 thc Loni fox abnﬁmhuber

4:.:"- axv}
._ ,bet et g

Athé ﬁftccrrh Lcétur‘ 3

[ S T T R SR S SR ':\,,.,
: "-C}hﬂp 4'fferfc. u. i;.lq..e;. A f.‘:
lg Aﬂlrbar tlz} bowfe lae 11(9 zh lmﬂ/‘r ef Pbm.,

‘- whonse Thsovnar bue Snte ludah, of the feede’ wiich

“sthe-Lord foallgive thee of th, ujmngmhu-. oo
}j $a:Bo a2, fooke Rugh,am: (bt ﬁvaﬁn‘mf‘,d’wéﬂk.
kwu%mcbeﬁ;bowd;uédza/brmmhe&.

1 and ‘ala[amlc. :

r‘. “And: 1he wormen ﬁdc 9m &.mm, Md bee

- * ghe Lord, which hath met: leps. rhee ths day With
-!uda@;ﬂm, M bis uhu M,hc secmtsoged

oigmbpraells: -:c . . - it oty

5Q Andabis U Ering H)yh Fea m,@':ﬁtrfﬂlbnl

x’d:’l‘ fa{f;zy ddli)'ater tf;lfw wheeh lavieth' shce

i l.ahﬁuh. uba'bu imeru dm dm Hfewest

]/l"

cad

-y i ]nuc fbéwcfdyou dvcl:tﬁ ﬁbaoth %hzc
Blthis 12, verfeds 4 partof the prayer ol
Bcldcrs & poopleatthe marfage 8fBoaa
! &Ruth, forin the fitft parethey praied-
_ s T f52 the fmnefulneso&hc womn byt in
thivth Commcramo Goid the blefling fordicir
PG‘W mdbecaulcw« S dogided” it«wwg;i:
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fitk of althandleit, andthen proceedtothar which
followeth,’ oo I
" Parft zhe:;fote o&t of this ﬁ-:fo;i pm;‘; their prai-
er,wee gather another ductie dlyinpra z
for chilzﬁen", which s, to defirein foxgnoe mcarm?;%
blefsings of the world, cither riches or hénour vpon
them + which in this place, thefe Iewes do vrfainedly
E&i for the houfe or polteritic of Bo:z, when they
ys and that thy houfe may be ke the houfe of Pha-
rez, whofad the birth-ri 'Z‘t‘o‘f “Tudah, whofepofte-
fitic was ' the nobleft of all the Aimilie, foni whome
alfo defcended this Boaz, s appearéth by the' end
of this Chapter, which flourifliing eftate, as it had
contifiued 1n the progenie of Pharez for (ixe genera-
_fions, fothey with it might follow in his' pofteritic
for many niore, neither is this fpeciall in this place;
bat alfo difperfed through all the fcripture, for wee
knowwhat promife the Lord made vato Abraham,’
that voio hisfeedebee would giué alf the linde of GERI2o4e
Carigani, asa comforgvato him, to thinke thathis :
pofteritie thould be fo well proytided for,” * wheréby:
they might not'onely bde continued, "t fichly:
aduaunced as the Lords of thé earth. 'Thelike was’
itthathee promifed to Dattid, -that hee ‘thopld *al-
way hage -afonneto fitteon bis feate, not fimplic 1 5 §3. 7130
fonne;baeafonne to fitre o his feate , asif the Lord
‘had fayd, thon fhalt alway haue the kingdbdme n
thepoflefsion of thy poficiide, and they thalfriigne
:“&“ng;s’("o}"cue’rmorc: Soonthe contrarié, jtis 3
" citfewhénthe name of houfés are purte out, their :
miemporic fotgorten, their wealth difpeifed, theirhos’ pe 10 0 o
hout abafed, and their’ children ke vagiboadsyp< - .cE‘i;’.; o
son theearth, Tt was affo ¥ fPetiall promife éo the :
"e’g?md&fxé fewel, that ffehey obflerud d'the tParites D :
‘ofthie Loid, thenthuld they andtheie feedebe ABlg Demasels
:::;" fendzo Silier,but they thould notneede b borrow :
Fanyl (T T e e
- Thefethings confidered by the exampkeoFthofe
rornifés of the' Lotd, & the perfons of thefé fa‘tjiefs, BN S
ehaie 3 excellent wiy defribed for the maie-
RS tenance:

b,
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"hildren aduaunced by money, mot by vertug, mains

268 The Rewardof Religion.

senance of our poffefsign,, in the nams, of; oo po
ftevitic : which ﬁms, tgoc;mmedd itb &g&%ﬁg
cuion of he ctemall God, For char which hes-heth
‘mxﬁi&‘dmvwmy for,the fame way,thasmaketh
harren wouyien to becomp frutfull the sncreafe bb
carth o maltiply, the heauens to. giue theyr zaing;

sand
peftilence,and pulieth downe all the hlelsings of God

- Godnwreyesto hcdcli,:qc&,ﬁ'omvprrd.ifa_mia;

vhonvs,is alfo the appoynted meanes for, the contis
nuange °£m°ﬂdlyf§;1§l¥,cs-.8m‘2;w,l°f»g, howlong
‘fhall [ pesfwade the warld befpre they belgeuc it -
dae they not fpend their dayes 1n worldly denifss, to
eBpafic the carth by mnlitydes of purchafiogs,which
are alwaics trauailing :abroad in reftlefle'ioyrasycs,
by many bargaines to angment their fubaoce, viing
all lawlull and'vnhwlelmms for to. increale theat
wealth,gndinlarge their poflefsions, that their pofte 3
sitie might be honoursblewhen they arc. dead, theie

* wincd by pride, not by humulty, raigne likekings in

Qv

N~

manncr of pleafure vppon the earth , while the far
thers ar¢ tormented in }3: [ for their. wrongful oﬁop;gﬁ
flons : -thus men pray on .tzc-wwl d,2s the eagles om
the algars, and the birds;on Abrshams. fiesifice, bug
not to the Lord, .as theyong rauens that ¢alf ‘vppon
hinm, who being left of their wne paxcais, a legde
by the Lord, thathis kindpes might bee manifefted
to our ghildren,as well as to birds, -& that theit wel-
fare dependeth vps the blessing of God, ot thebenee
fire of cld¢rs.the fauour- of pur maker, not the cover

.. toufnes of our fathers, . Againft thefe it is, that, 1]

~

I RIE:2 % A

fﬁl.QQ‘ ¥3.

. whaufegland to land,

Prophet crycth and cusfoch hecaule. theyioyne honfe
s hdedon t ind, ld ol .ie!;’;’xsuic.m-“m
erizance,that themfelucs might raign alone vpen d

emb.,t!vix'is;hqczrc.g.ft}»:w?wﬁicﬁ?@@ fom
she, doft 1o she crayre of weakh adosunceds om

:ucric to honour, fronbeggery'to tiches, thatt

' migf;r(qs,dxc”l’;_ppktgithiﬂbgiu fayze honlepren-
n

exachgrager campalle of, 'i.s:-.,s‘\;j"bemh 5
wighkbe frons vpon thecany &f%g{g'z

RIPEIRC 4
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“Wigkith 4 ordinary dud diylz'praicr vitto thé Lords

‘tharhis fabftante mightbe by his blesing intreafed,

¢ Withhis Riagiir preferucd; and to his gloty Befowed.

TNy 02y i nope had nio morcwealth then thie Whi‘qb

ey by ‘gatecn by praicr, théix glorious thetys would

“in hitke fhate ‘grow a5 bare'as the trees inthe wider,

“Whenithey Yaue neither fraft, nor leaies ta”couck
shentIPEigT fpesk not to the difcredit of iy wealtsy
) t%rf'o%\’bﬁt fiew thern the Wav'to artaine theende of .
- thelr defire,the continuinte of theit pofferity in'goda .
*lihes:and wealth, which isbyprayer. For' k5 Chrik
Tprayed s Peter, thahisEaivh: fhould nor Fifle hith, fo %u‘!nq 2,
" paretits muft pray for their pofteritié, that Shefr names. .Y 725
~g).1v not’deeay in'thent, ~ If dny thinke wheh thefr « s
“birries ife intarged, thelcottie ﬁzdﬁcm{, diey lled,
f ﬁka’lﬂl‘@hiqf cd, wealth ‘incresfed, hnﬂfeff'obtﬁhea;

- TihateitBet foules wr childtén Mall haut the breater

“rett, hjd tat foole inphe- Golpel,” theif hyarked ‘ape
\.xﬁi;é}. aaa@aé;roi'{guuﬁ ind }wae‘ dre '.rg% ‘bofhin ih Lec1.a6
“holire, lookr vppon the éxaniplé o€ Toby, e diahof 3718
< Bidehifdcch, & decgy of Ms ‘weéalih. " Agdin dobe

- multbe hereby embotdned, ‘toprefentther prayers

Beforl the face of th e Alrhightie for the mantenin

- E tHEr thittién th thotdly Vasirie, tb'hidkthat o

“briely eAd 8Flltheit defiré, which i§;ra B ib:e €arel.
il for the fiooe then’ thie fobe, fo- thietayimehth
‘the Béd Q'.‘iﬁdfcr’ththé}j};{héﬁ the foul S: bie” ek
Wriu® Be heit dire&ion, s the' Lord comip utidedthe
Tewes; ifthty kepe his fFarires, then cthdtheiroireh
k §hf9qﬁt{%abohf; ‘their theepic Bring Roorth tha{l- Dew.28.32
:'J'hjt and red thoulandlin ficir freers, theit diutol- Plal.1gq.13
“reiglike the polited catriery of the remple; shd thelr g
' fcjp‘ri'q;j}‘zji?ffdﬁtﬁlﬁ‘gn‘i'ﬁél’éﬁﬁitﬁ;ngﬁéf'_&f?é‘éﬁzg«

‘tie, Forvipddly Hatan wis himged , thiugh* hée

Vet the Piinee of Djinites;” bur ;&dlfi"ﬂcr&&; L

‘Was ddistedCed,” yvﬁigf#w;s ‘45 Pbénd 3 the ‘bukfl, ER.7.10,
,Shiebxda wis Jéﬁf‘i‘i\'zﬂbfﬁihbﬁée Ibeesaihie WA 13
Ked, Wik Bodly Fidting it prbtborciomphite,
et (5 i i¥nos hoour, but the ¥eiteof Cod itk Efa,82, 29,

- prngaitand futtdiveth homour; dhar youselh? pray
- g " far
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Ejm’fhtw‘&h‘hé W81z takihg Rufh and' vii ngf:cm
v s‘wlr:f‘e)I h1d-{ bIcmnr of od, in concemwga

“Bedring Ttk 2 foftre : thg othcr a1t of the womcn,;
t}mr rexo fin 't &h dontl for’ dus fruitfuln ﬂ‘eg -
AR uch; ir’ c\,x ¥e cnz{qt 'o parts. “the ﬁtﬁ ‘their
:mkﬁsxuingtq God,’ vqr 14 lu:f'c word Bf ffed

“Beﬁadfccondry,tﬁc matter of theirthan tgxum&;l .

. ‘thCWdrﬂs‘mHQWmO B, forBaaz his fake, in
L6dd8ad etrhing e liéc I*iadm:cs kiffinan fécop,ﬂy,
btca'af ilis’ehild of Rathes ber loumidaut’bt crip
K, c{:ld’i’ehewhuy:mcs,aé ; crith her old ags:
‘BPﬂiefc'ﬁa?tis tetys bnfcl_y lgcaﬂc in'oider.’ o
X 8o BFodk Fagkd Afrer the ol cmmtxc oft tlns mgmo
the prefe h‘éz S’ ‘pesple,and thei F[:_vr:ucr§ i34 cz:
‘ hfﬂltﬁ Mvrcd fooztfi l‘mhe bchal ofborl thgfe
-, afhés, theit po tmc, az yrocecded)t’o
: \Jmf oftﬂf‘:‘afho’n n,dnd takéth Ruth to his hou'e to bi:
it i sf’&u;ty ‘ofx kind aiid 2 godly husbam‘.
For A et while we mytt tmagﬁc zl,u Ruth was  ab-
Chap. 3.‘[ R-Tth'ﬁ'dfmhe facé' of this comm.m;éauon, & aggor
. dingteth? ¢ounfa11e of her ‘tiiothir, Tate w.ay‘gmv
&g, Yof fornd pi'of‘pel’ous nm‘rcs nd rsyiig
“oub, ‘Fo ;,xéyfuﬂ lucé’cﬂ’e of tbis &)eﬁtc: marp,agg,.
‘bméfthrs wee gazhcr. o st
T PR, Yhe datic of all ?de TmsBaan,_N ich1 ‘t)? /
ke their winds dnd dwell wuh them, as Boaz
Yoth Rich, ;'éf itf§ no Joubt, ' but ﬂxat hcé prefent
W&t’to thg folife ofher mqtber & thencé fockc. l;‘cy,
Merds We swpd ou( ihit there thqy gngl;;
- l:uc e 3t do'u‘é tg‘bxt’ﬁcf Thi 5" gim {c of %nlp;tﬂ;c wes
Ges ay fed i m;my cc§ as in the hi ryo
che::a'.” Iz;‘dkﬁl?o dhey gokd Ribka * ife &bxoug}nqb 'é

Into'tHE teifig of Sarai bs mi- ﬂ éx‘ and’ wat comforte
‘ aftérhig mbfrewdc;th‘ ‘whete e § 5 ‘g Gho,'ﬁd
- fotdntlydédare dhe Iumftxe!fé of 1zadk, bita fpxh

R daufed cr‘busb.m
E:sﬂother, adifhe hid axﬂ

- Rebecaa, Coxifn ditig of dwelling with, Jauqfc, fortht:p:cﬁ:nce

orcc:t);cdq; of
\‘f rc qncc.o ip FJ&

ter thénthe comfort of 1 hother. f‘o’t'i' seonflg

Lret.sy 'zsemxhsm:h;mhusband:ﬂwlda dwefl wihi "’"‘
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wlues, tike d:enbf\'mlaﬁmaiﬂg. giving honour té
thicir wines asto weaker veflels, becaufe they are the-
‘heyresofihe fanve grace,and that theirpravers be not
hindred, asif e had Gid, they muft dwelltogecher,
& they mult pray together, for as Chrif¥ is alw pre-
dene with his Church,fo hugbands muft keepe the ¢35

anics of their wites. This point being euidenrboth
by reafon &religion, it condemneth the wandring 3~
broadof many idle husbands; fome which are neuer -
{atiffied with riches, by markets and merchandjfewa-
wailing it § world,dépriuctheir winesof their dde be-
hewvléce,others for their pleafure walke from couns
41y to Counteey, fpending their dayes in ‘Pk'a.fa.nt
difportaiiong carnall & fuf%'tiou': companions,leane
ik ard family, to the fea of this world, like ghil-
dren in 2 fhippe, withoiit guide 6t marriper; many
are prefesit,butto'the diftomiqdizie and dilcomfort
‘of their ‘podre witcs and children, oh how doe 2ny
of thefe pesfons take their witles with godly mindes
citherco dweHor pray together, ‘How cin thé vine
profper when the ropte is vncouered, and how can
women bee comforted, when their couer ‘is taken
fromithem,I méane their hufbands, as Abimifechche

king Getar teldvnto Sara; I notthe body deade . - -

without a hedd, yea ifitbe but 4 minite of anhoure,
doe not then our wandring youthes mutder the body
of theirown family, beig abfent aboue vinecefaric
bufines,fometime for the Tpace of many monerhs? I
not the body maimed if it want but thefeaff member,
vea, bat afinger, liow is then ol hoatholds woun- ~
ded, where the chicfcftparri gither hiasbands or widces

be wanting ot wandring 1-broad,and finally whatis -
this but ro didor cpthemftloes for 2 feafon withoura- =
ny lawfult’ caufe, topit a2  Fander them “whome the
Lord hath ibﬁt&fp?éfhéf.fd'ﬁfp:ik‘ the fellowfhip of
holy wedlock,to de(pife thé focjety of godly manade
10 Liy open - themfeluss to ‘the ‘temptatiors of the
divels;and to diritft both "bodics and *fouls iptd
daungét 8f darhnatior? ThisT{peak not, as if altabi

feaé Btithér ﬁ'afty(fﬁhic‘l’}éohfcﬁtfdrz’ cime abott

neceflaric
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. Qbﬁb’grﬁ] dunfwere, ‘they doe well ifthey vndesftabd
Cepdpedd ﬁ%’;‘ﬁ"}‘?i‘."’hﬁ"f“dé_?,@i’ﬁ‘i‘ thole withes so grow rich,

: Mioteeuites Yporhem with whome they are aniggi

jﬁhggfjgg itbe man or beaftand tell e the vade Al
ding ofope petition inthe Lords prayer.’ Therefore -
’be!a‘%&ﬂ gi‘.’ Tpirt, Wf;?“z in "ngfﬁin’dihg,aﬁé'g
cilic eriptire for the sitle okyour fupplicatio,tor 2

= TR e

- B8 i can fay thit [¢l0s isthe Lord but onely by the
1ol g‘ﬂ(}od.(}; nope cj ot 2y rightly,biit by the knoy
" RIS the Golpel: I you oncé entertain this knows
ledge,of God hisword, then you will: doe wich it ITY
uonitz workman'in bis trades he will ciner take de-
Hohtiin'his work & cecupationeué, 16 ifyols had thi
cling, yoy d dehght in-prayef, whichnowis a
hén yoirt heatts bodh prigarely wopld .
¢ ay fludious:ia theditatjng goodnes, .as'cuerthey
- wer defirsys of worldly pleafure, and would pub~
" Bkelybreathe affer™,  asthe Hart in his, chale doth
Afier the well- fprngs,’ Bus oh dearely beloued, this
t;agd;;mm’;:h‘tlx'c, world ofbitred of God, 9'£ the ‘r’rf‘f? ]
o . of hémfelues, of i orance in the tyyth, ,of .co c{g‘é
: -7 Tn'religion; ’oftru‘!tt’_x,xjg w0 the ,wo,ds,.' ii:cm’m )
. Ximé, lonmg of pleatire, and lacke ofﬁpﬂmé"
¥ Mheyareas Bardly drawnco prayen secqrding 1o
* .- jcomimbn Proucrb,as dhare taken with a1ab ;cgf‘r}w
(o thig thelo pestons, svﬁh,iéh,ab&ét"??ief&{%,. fromt
*publike peritions “and puuate praycrshupe 3ny,log£ .
:g(;‘,(‘;,éd inthem *nay,are not thafe cordemned whic
AiC ?Ir:mn'c‘ to them again@ their w'iﬂ" am&w};erc“lan
lglgt e curfed com‘Pahions a'p‘rcare. w ichforrd,k'c_ fers
. “mots, ‘f;o’oﬁ,t.éf Churches, li¢idlelvathome,” & iré
difporying themfelues in braverie abroad, ‘whenthé
pime of prayer callethfof their prefence athome ottt
she Church, do they not feperate themflues fror the
Farthfulin this 1ife2iud thesefore'they,Miall be miferas
bly dathned with the Diuell and his angels, and cuére
Jattingly excluded from Chrift.and his Q{r.'ts, A i
..« . Fourhlyly thisptaier of thele clders we obferde,
that we rult checisllv pray for ‘the ‘midleiplying snd
pugniting of the fajihful for they pray i Ruth hg’di
o bee

p
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like, not to the daughters of Lot, of whomecame )

the curf:d Wioahites and ‘Ammorites : not yet to Red
becea,of whom came the vngsdly Bdomites : nor yei
toKetursh,' frorti whé came the godiclie Maditnimes
ahd Arabiins,butto'Raheland Leah, whichbuilded
the houfe offeael, tharis, whith fncreafed the Eords'
cople,which mukiplyed the beyses of ‘the promiifed
id, and augmented the nymber of the farchful- Thie
- our Sayiout'cammanded to be done neittathe glos
5iying of God: firft vere fay, hill6wed Bee thy namme;
- inid then,thy kingdome come, ‘whichis, rft g 't’t'hlz
fpirit ntight raiga in ourhares, ;8¢ then that mo Rint§ -
miy be added to the Church: For weiruit przzfdt]tl;‘é
friénds,& pot for the enemics of Chrift. For thiy eaof®
Piul compateth matrha ge to-the comiun@ion betivéen .
 Chrift and kis Church:for ‘asthe ane ingendterhma: Ephedg-24a
ay fiints,{o the other nuft begée many faithfull m& wn
ces + and truly 2sone peatféis worth témne thoufand ,
ebles.fo one good child is berter to the pareiystheh
Hin ‘thbtifu}s?&f enil; The vit of this dp&trind is; diae
we fhould” nctbee like ‘theTewes, defrois 6Fmas
ehildten, beciufé ourfamilies thould grow great, bue
Yikethe doucs,whichbring fotrh few,which mighe be
the children of inirocencie i the Elcphint being' 'tHe
grearef}, nd yet the meckeft bealt, conceancth bue
once id ilther time,whercas the leffer and mote Hutt-
Full créarpres, increafe many, yet it isbeetcr 'fér the
$irltfo ane byt anc, which xre g00d and huttled,th
;‘Qr the Yateér to hane many, whick areeuill md Karrg-
fill : eren (o beloued,itis good to increafe doffesandt™* ~
ndt ferpents, Efepharits, and nct Tigers, 2ad bederis
- Hope’ Hficlk the fonae of promif?, thena thayfind
a5, thd children ofbandage' s We knopwthe ot ‘
preciais Bearbes bring the featt frunrsfand dedpféimbe % -
ithe Beftwhich’ doth moft of afl tigTiptie, B it ggﬁ .
like good thces, muft rather defire one ¢r¥wWe (M-

*dtgi like themfelues” g,m brngfeuh & erpw ﬂif}:‘!'dc
R <

Aritgly, By Frilés . Btk tien 1087 cl 46 h M ép .
, ,ke'ph‘ew:Z&b dse“fgi,_‘wf'ﬂ:?:ag‘\ at Hiiget Wid Gen2sd #y
Phblbilnes A1 Brinis, Be Tgtke hiskigherBia 2k
‘NP7 s, Victh & 8K, & ihéboc oberiRBy

s 3 e
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265 Thc-}icward ofReligion, ,
, prayerylo hardly the godly are borng and concriued,
N I\;th with. the gvxck:ﬁ ‘fol:)y come as Zz’ii:ﬁ asthehail-
fanes in Egype,for the confufion of the fruit of the |
I@q‘ig,'rhcrc ore as ‘the feede is cafl in vaine vppon
the Lind, which the foules doc prelendy deuoure, fo
. thofe children had beene better they had ncuerbeén
barse, whom darkaes blindeth,igoorance poffefeth,
n%w‘smlcdi. vngodlmesleadcth, & Sathantormen.
teth 2for thefewelt pumber arc!he godljéﬁyoﬁeri;y,
{n'whom light hineth,knowledge dwelleth,meeknes
- gaigneth,godlines guideth,& Chrit eternally bleflech.
Fily, by the praicr af thefe people we notethe écéd.
efsingof a godly marriage , whichis to gatherb
o Jan ful means much wealth;fer § which.in the ,cnglifl
s o T Isee morthily in Ephrathakiinthe Hebrew is, F“"M
e wealth im Epbrathah:Foritis more gencralinthe cn
Iifh, thé in the original,for to gather wealth by honefk
- ‘meangs,isto do worthily,becaufe it js the blefsing of
God; Therefore we wiltake the fureft & the Laé‘cﬁ in<

:ﬁéggrcfa,u:on,i)y the which thi< colleétis is confirmed,
and gheir meaning is,that Boaz which inhis mariage
. elpe&ed notriches,huld by his godly.choife cnioy 2 -
“verwious wife to bringzy f;i:hfnig children,& increafe

. bis fabftance by the blefsing of Gad, that bhee, might
~adnauncethe honor of theit country 20d Citic,Neis

_thet is this vaknownethat after children;ibe growing

in wealth is the noxt ble(ing of the Tord,ag Abrahams

. :g:m;m\ tellcth Laban, the Lord hath ble@ed my. ma-
Gen.2 ¢330 sfter ,exiccdi'*. glz,;nd made him very greatfor he hath
_givgn him flocks and heards, fluer,and c.old,feruants

13nd majdens,Cammels & Alfles,, allthisdid the Lord
~ ;blefle Abraham with after his marriage with Sar:sA~
Iob.rg.  gap (ﬁ bel% Ghoftdefcribing Ibb}\&éj bis clilldren,
" which.wgrefeuen fons & 3.dayghters,beereckoneth
 diswealth & fgitlx;fbs;g]qﬁﬁﬁibzx was [cuen thoufand
~gategll, 3, thoufand 5-fine hundred y.oke of oxen,
, . and fiug hundred fhe affes,with a,grea 'E;iuﬁmld,l’q;
s e wweglth inmarrige,is ,thg. beft fauant §( can kg gntere
= teocdEmiohtfpeakof many moebutfcw perfyali-
-onswill fufticein his pointy gc,caufwsaltkms wong

R P : o ¢ e
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tobe tlicmaide,ind godlines the miftrefle b -
riches is become the miftrefle,and religion the paidy ** ¢ (.0
For weahh, micntife early ind go late to bed, labear
diligently;and fare hardly,wauaile carnc iy, & tweatd
Ppainfally, aini F cin-finde no faul but vith too much
ollowing this wellthy trade: For firft of afl, Fymilt Ecclelq.7,
complaine with-Safomon, that there is bue one gad '
Bota fecand; whohath neither brotHernot fommsiyet )
theré isna end of his labout,nelther is hiseyctatisfied
with riches, for this oldd cantkerinfe€teth cucryage)
whereby itisa pleafureto.certdin estretous -mudf‘q{
w toile their bodies with vatimely 1s6ours,to clopgt :
thicir mirkles with golden cates, & to weary their fee vrov
ees it numbring their wealth:% whitis the endheréx :
offurely ¢his the gatherer islikeanaflewhich ciet
the treafure but cannot vfe it beingMid on it Bieké Ecdef, 6. 3
- itmuftbec'wken sgayres thehieyres like the drong
fpend alt, bt pather nome forasthey-fweat not for §
by it was i 'Ecth'ng,fo they{pare notds fong asit']
tech,lauithibg outchat in rietous company,which Wk
Batheredin éouetous encrothing. - ‘Othiers thikiliey
’ ma'rht'iuie,'comqaﬂ’thiﬂgésIé'wfan;fér theyfyGed =~
hath giuen thieeaith toshe childsent of menghertlore. "> 1 ¢
they (peadthe fahbaovhes i buyifig and fellitg’; ih v
bargayning & lsbourinig:they get by night & wrong,
gery and deceit,play and worke,neither lands for
¢attels come athiffe to thein {6 they may haug dheni:
Bat weé muftalivay remembeér, thatwde neytrer go
- to'theright hand nor to "thelefk, that is, ifthoirhate
‘iany ehildren, thou multvRno vnlawiall meshesto
keepe thertif thau hade nitie;thon muft not hoirde
¥phy wealth as if thou haddeft fome,but remdimber
the day of aductfitic, 2nd deale fomewhat forthy'pré-
ferit ncedd, and not altogethir forthy owne éarmirba-
dity. Buryot Will ay:thew ¥sfosie bridfe siflés by .
which wedfiay pradlife the truiheby yout Bowrble = - .
‘uwdience Wil giné ol thefe dhree rulcsithe R i3 dn~ -
getting, the fecond in Redpitig, ad the third in dd-
partifg fron ie. 'm : nl' r. ' ’i;x S f . Mﬁ;&
1" Ccerning the firk, whieh is geiting of wealdhfirt
b g & ;_--s’; i'-%'./i..g..}('-.::x.-;::w
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' ® ouronely care maft be for the bleling ot God to dni

O3 ‘3’: acafevs : wehaue an excellent exampleinJicod, has

' wing nothing in tht world befide his wines and child

- drep, yet would receiue no wagesaf Labsn, but pras
0 thifed his feruice for the fported lambss, choofing 12+
o pirxl:02 shertq dependvpon the blefsing 6f God;then thepe-

\ Kicy ofhis owne wit,to tefiify his vprighnes sathe pre<
fsuce of Laban,&to teachivs all that thiving cometh
mare ?‘y the fiuorof the Lord,th Ethes wifedde of théy
world.forLabithought he had madea good hargain
forlumfelfe, whichimdeed proued to his great hinde-

. Yice,puen fo whé méthinke they hage compafled the
Dewr/ 212, Yorldto increafe thir profit, fodainly:she Lord fen
’ deiha croffe to difappoint their purpole ¥ they mighs
. know §to be true which, Ma(‘:s faigh, thatitis the
» .. .5.." Lord which giueth powerte get wealth: againtk: thig
‘ ;l;_qfc ?Ees,d wslich encreafet c,iruwaltp,& liu;: vpy‘;’i
iy, for d nptypen the blefsing pt God,
Latlod dher dchr?r?in bandswin orloofeg.they will
haucboth principal & increafe, Againe others .are fa
greedily bentvpon their, profits,that theit anly. defire
. g5 10 wax rich,of whome Paulfpeaketh. . They which
2.Tim, 6. 9. will wax rich fall into:many remprations; & {nares: &
v 10, many. foolith and damnable huftes,whick drown men
* cierlafting deltru@ion:for the lowerof money is the
roote ofall euil,which while fome defired they etred
Srcthe faith,& pearcedthéfelncs with magy forrowas
Thisftrikcth to the earth filfe meafimes, napghtie
_wares,breaking of promifes, detaining of beirs, gy s
Sing of rems,pprelsing thepaore,deceitful bargaion,
. &vnlawfullrades:for none of thele depen. L vpon the
v .Lowdburgiue theirfoules to the deyill for cperedbing
- their wealth, Sccondly.you muflt kpow how to-vie
_yoirr wealth accordingto ths word.gf God t which j
e . -thusaccording fo the failh of the:Apafile,ify haus
1.Tim.q. _litle,be.cSrented, for gadliney s greatgaine,if dsfan
6. 73 becontemed with §; he hash,fppwe bropgl w;lmﬁ_
A @”‘KQ‘J';.W-'?‘?]Q"E%“?QHLW.? canry gny shing our af
the world:this is the“reafon of costegtation, byt .
rlowvewill fay, how machfhall wehage beforewr be
«£9mcatcd, the Apoftie gpyveredh in ghe nexg verfe: if
o : : ve.

iy
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TheRewatd bf Religidif.  2ws
welaiemear &clothing, we are therwithall contétéds;
Againe ifthey be rich the fame Apoftie fheweth how
they fhallbeare their wealthin thefe wordes, Charge: 1. Tim.6.75
thiemy'thit are rich in this world,that they be nothigh- ‘
srinded, neither eruft intheir vacertaing riches, tintint
the liuiog God; which gitieth vs all thing$ fo eniay a~
boundantly; that they diftribute to other,' that: they:
berich in good workes, thatthéy be willing to. giuey
and eafic to bec inwreatedilaying vp forthemfeluds 4, o
good foundation again(t thetime to come, thacthey =~
may lay hold on cternall life, Out of the which words | 9 -
we muft obferuc thefe'thirips. ', Firft, thatfiches muft
not make men proude, for they arc the gift of God,
but our rich nen fcorpe 20d difdaine theire ﬁf'ﬁi bre ,
thertnt Chnfﬁ,commfmﬂingmd opprefving them ~
- bothby word and deede, in moft odious and fhame- .
full manner. Sccondly, they-muft notput3any confi-
dence in their wealth, but repofetheir truft in the li-
mﬂbd, who gale it td thém, and to-whomeltheyt
giue anaccompt for vfinz and abufing itfor.to
ut traft in sheir wealth,iste think they nany dae-with
s¢ what they pleale, Thivdly,thoy mult diftcheme. wily
lingly, liberally and dayly, for as they are rich i fub-
ftance, ‘o they muft be richin goad- wrokes, ‘thatis,
" ehéy'multexcell other in giukrig, a5 they-do’ in- poflefs
fion::Fourthly, that thoft men which doethus beftow
sheis wealth, have hied the foundation of theis falua-
tion,and lay hold on etermalllife. This isthe way.to
keepe wealthafterthe word of God,and whafo cuge;
doeth otherwilz eitherjn mariage or yamati e,‘doal
hootd v p but rufl ta tormékim,the carkar eafconfie ‘-
him, thecareto moleft him, and vengeanceagaipft
. the day ofvengcice eternally to condemne him,
;- 'Laftly id departing. from his wedlth; ‘Befyif ew
Tuc wronged any man, he muft follow the e¥afnple  2-
of Zncheuns,reftore foure fould;and he thall hethlamé -
Jefc fov thatfperdliberally vpon his family in gbod Luc19. &
fort,aftex the counlell of Salomon, . for this piaghing .
of feuants and families favoureth not.o £God, nor df P1ou-§e¥Se
Ligion,n0r of humapiis, ds bruitc beafls condemyp 2617+
; d § : i
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temnceofour fefsign, , in,the nams. of: ooe.
fReritic : which Pgtlns, tg‘:ommend it b‘ prquggm,?&
tuition: ofth: cternall Ged, “for chat,which heg - ha
gramn cd.m;y we. pny for,the fame. vuy.d;a& maketh
atren woyien to pecomr frutfull the inc cafe bb sy

carth vo maltiply, the hcaucns to. giuc theis saines

Coungreyesto be deligered from fword,, famibe,and
peftilenge,and pul{ethd@wnq all the hlefsings of God
V,ponvs.x; alfo dlynpp‘:{ﬂ;m aq;:s for; the p«;nca
nuange o) fam But iow lol how lon
‘fhall ] pcr;youle the woxld befpre :hﬁ?’ leeue '5
+ dae they not fpend their ayxs 1p worldly Icmfgs, to
copafie ;bc sarth by, mnluwdc: of purchafings,which
are alwaics tt:;uulmgrabroad in rcﬁl,cﬂe Journsycs,
By many. bargaines to ngment their fub%avce, viing
all Lawlull 3nd- vnlawfaﬂmems for to. increale d
wealth,;ndmlarge their po IP iops, that their pofte
sitie night bchpnour;b e.wkcn tl:e are. dead, theie
-~ hildren aduaunced by maney,. not by vertug, nains

' mn:& by pride, not by humylity, raigne like kings in

v
AR

Bt T

all manacr of pleafure yppon the earth, ‘'while the fa
thers arg tormented in he lf'Qr d\cu wrongﬁxl opprefs
fions : -thug men pray on the worl 4,25 the eag] cs on
the alears, and thebirds ;o Abrshams. f'.u.p.ﬁ},c ug
_gottotheLord, as theyoqg rauens. that ¢
" “him, who being left of their owne parents, are fedde
by the Lord, that his kindnes might bee manifefted
to our ehildren,as well as to birds, -& that gheir wel-
fare dependeth vps the blefsing of God, no:du.lveng-
§itc of clders.the favour. ofnm' makes, not the ol
toufnes of our fachers, . Agaioft thefe it s, that,
Prqphet crysth and cu:fudx J:q:aufc theyi mym hou(g
aule;land to land, c@,co field, inheritigeess 1o~
5enanc¢.pbau‘xcm(§lucn might ragp aloscvpuuh;

“vL2sn ‘s eanhghisisthe, cztc of:l:gm,wfudure(ﬁ}w ﬁpnp

l‘&lqs.u

the dpft.ro the ‘chayre of w,c.\kh aduauncs
:ucric to honour, from beggery to tiches, nﬂ'&y

- tnighr(asghe. Prophee ith )meld, fayee hondpere

aochgraper compylle

s, thas their naj
hw’amwxom sbs%hnmhw%lﬂz
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ﬁhlttth 43 ordmzty and dayly praier vato thé Lords
Bathis labftante might be by his blcsing inereafeds
N“h is fngtr p Lt&med / and to his- Iorybc&awed.
y,n X Afnope had fio mor¢ wulth thenthit which
‘gatten by praicr, their glorious thewys would
‘m m'}c t‘p.zte grow 3s'bire asthe trees inthe wincer,
cmhoy haue neithier. frait nor leapes to”couck
shent g1 fpek ot fo the difcredic of dny'wealthy
&rﬁ*h;but fiew them the Way 6 atwaine ;hctn,fe of .
cir defire, :}é continunte of theif pofferity in'gada
lihesand wealth, “whichisby prayer. For’ 15 Ghrik '
pr.;yedféfl’cter,rhnhxsfndr uld o Fiflc hith, fo {' "n‘ 2,
aretits mult pray for thelr b otitié, th:tr’hexrnhmcs
guvndt’d'cta Xz ¥ any thinke wﬁehtbdr s
~ brfies Are :nhrged thdrcome §zdmcd dﬁ.‘yﬁlgd
© Theslih' én:q?c& wealth incresfc andreftobained,
: ﬂra ‘withet Hules vr' childten it hau the:
’nﬂ hJ ét!iat foole ‘i the- Golpel, theif tn
:imx ¢, Yor wealfht ihd jffae dre’loft Boﬂxmib Lacu.a6
howu Jooke vp ontli,etvzn‘iykdﬂob, ¢ dgith of 3748
‘7:1: children, & decy of s ‘wéalth. " Agdin' ol
ultBe hereby embotdned; ‘to'préfértther prayers
, ‘efo} t}i&“a,ce o, rhe‘Althlnge,&}rtﬁc miaimeaide
"bf tHelr ehithrin nivo1)ldly vadirie, t5' h&ké\hﬂtth
el cdd 8?:1! thcir dci'ré Which i§,ra Ba b e €arel.
“full for the thoe ther the fobte, fo- the 'tz mcl;t‘:h
‘rhe Bcdy :fdforthtboj" {hcn thie foule: biseth
Friuh Ve heit d;r& ion,is ‘the' Lord cominauti l'd
Icwés' ihé cpt lslf’-mreb ‘then fRctk t‘\éx oreh '
Bettrons "lahour, ‘their fhéepi Brmg&ibﬂlt - Dew.28.32
i ianQn tei thoulindtin ficir f-eees, their diut - Plliggnn
“rerslike M polided catrierd of the remnplé; ahd thel I.ag
‘ fonncs 2% thc_xlr‘fri,l ehufl ‘gartiets, #hick ngner ateemg-
‘tie, For; v;gddl % Hafman wis hmgcd, tbéuﬂy h
Serg die Printe of 1) inites;” bur grdly Mor&eta
W?s iduw*i ed,” wﬁx;L ‘wasas ﬁbén{ v the bukd, ER.2.10,
-Shiebsda, w.ﬂ) cpt‘n&ea pfhis oﬁ?te Se BB 43
'ié& w“lc gofﬂy E]m"m,; Wis'pr motcémﬁiphgé
Cudh lh § i isneg hodour,’ but the ¥eiteof Cod dix Efa,22, 20,
~ p ngétlf‘mdfultbn!th’hvno‘ur, dm- youm pray

far
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o ‘ for yous children, Kings for yngodlines were dépriugd

of their feates and thrones 'of"lg\z:‘e(ﬁc,whérﬂg;p they

‘werc borne, much more will'the Lord. executs. lus

«

iudgements of poucrric and flaucrie vpon thofg that
:would be aduaunced,and yet are wicked,for Saloms
fayth, that the profperitic of fooles flay them;andthe
‘towne doth notindure f.om generation to genera-

. Han,yctthe fearg ofthe Lord abideth for cuer, .
3. - Sgcondly,by thisverfc wemay ng tc.wbﬁwngér
prefly make mention of Thamar the mothes of Phi-
#¢2.-30d with the paftejiticof Boaz to be like hig, the

¢ o0 BrAEblefing.of Godvpon thatinceftuons birth, for
. 6803812, W know dhe hiftory, how§ Thamar was § daughter
. zp’.gbwﬁff!&h.kai&& widdow of big. eldeft (od, :
) Sieniblingher clfc tobe awhoreby ber spparrcle -
*plage, had iczcggn any.of ber father in Jaw,by whom

‘ iﬁ.i&.{wf;x@@ciuef pl’ two fonncs, .the ¢ldenwas this
Pharer, & the yonger Zegachiystwee fec how § Lord
pr.¢q:0 i dothmagnific this Pharer with a.&lo,nous and ‘gﬂd}?
:.xt  pofteriric By the whichhe teagheth vs thafe two profi-
' ' 1ablg leffons,thagthe fins.of the faithfull are forgiuen,
. though they he veper,fo great. Wee fee this Tudah an

‘exéelléc man yet ouercome.ig this altionb adnorany

Tuck plague nfbéked onhimyas Ruben ig eldeftorg-

“ther,of Simeqn and Levi buthe which ceucred and -

- icted the O of Abraba with Hagar, of Tacob witl
‘Bilhgh & Zilpah,of this Tudah with _hamar, Lot with
hisawnc danghters,& fuch liks, wil alfo forguue al the
- defauls.of she godly vito the end of the world.By the
NRIE TS v{u ¥, 4;hﬂvcn9}‘cdi0£ﬁ5’§"?;h,"?,w?‘9.,‘.‘?%\.“2
s1.amy. o this perfwafion,that there isno tendemnation to th
:x?: hat gpr,g,ip.g:(usé ritt, thatthe {xtcs.of'hgﬂ {baﬁ at
’ _Preuaile agdinft the morcies of § Lordshas the vitory
of oy i all conqusrs, the wosld,when Nosh fhal
e dleanfed 6 his drunkenpes, Mofes ang Aarorf 5

KB

w1« 5 their daubting, Mipiain fromher A&urmg_rm’g I auid
s frmh?i;;mhsx-il‘cmfrom?!is.deﬁiﬂl of Chritt, &

~ . alb the Lotd wil couer thefins.of his Saintg.ke
B rEEL #ﬁyf&gm ér"cat » when hepunitheth the fuley of
T wesyaionfod wicked pagssith sierpallqameac
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tion,2lthough thcibauc not finoed with the Iike rrife K
*gretiign Secodly,by this we learn,that the Lord doth
"Hiot purtith the childié for the paréts faults, ifthey c6-
. miiig not the lik= themelues,foi this Pharez begottéin
"Inceft,was bleded by the Lord, notoply with tc;ﬁ ar
glryin himfelfe & hisiffue,but allo w;'&h ihis, that
“wis made one of Y fathers of Chiift, And this teache
"vsithat this vPbr'g'idi‘qg of mea. for theinbirdh,be they,
*bafebotn ot fiee born,isno fraie OF the word of Gad
«burthe malice of the diucl,which firfi deccivedthepa-  ~
'¥ehts, avd now would. dilcredit the ‘child.’, Letignot
thercfore beloued, bee an¥ fpecch in gut mautbes,
thoot atthé who the'Lord hath wolided by mature,any
:thought of durharts to enuic their ﬁgdf'a,-é,}ycrca)ﬁ
‘Parentige feuerfobale,but pray Forthic,thas thoug]
“they proceede not of afantificd birth,, yerthey may -
prow vp to a fantificd & haly life,’ to ‘Fmiea :B
RE bic‘ﬂcz endAnd finally let vs be e'ﬁc'fiu;:fiiym
telidichby ;il:l.c fg,ﬁ.o‘rpf God, which dealeth thus mez-
S

“&fally with] eycr fuffering any thing tobe 2 1y 43

© 155 the chirod 5f kijs chofen fopping themautho

he Aﬁiéﬂﬁm(eﬁkbﬁ ¢ neternfein i(i&’euﬁt again|
< Hefaithiful,or biigagy lintlé fin'of theirs into ’t§<' ree
mémibtinge of God but wathing thein all in the Lauer
Jofregengrarion,the blued of bis fonne,& wil giuethe ¢
Whige fabes cleafed from filthincs, shtth:y may hee
ehafte virgins for the. Loeds fecaice, and fe;de athis
bwn table for cuermort:this confideration pade Par
ui‘crm‘g?. out,& 3y oh when fhal Tcome &, appeare
Before the prefence of God @' It made Simcon tb‘qﬁ_:’.'
10w Lotd let thy ferudt departin pedce, jt canfed Pag} "
10 viter thefe words ;T d¢fire tobe diffolucdand robe ¥ ** F’E"/"I
vith Clirift,for bl¢fTed are the PE?’P‘t}bEKFQ in'[ugh* 73010

- Eatd,jed blefTed 3ie shepeerle whofc god is the Lard,

hus friach for thisverfe. Noyletvs goto she verfs
follawin o e SR A 0 §0C vetle

- TR e v i chaly Gty

clazetf the blefsing 'of G ad vpomhismariage of 8oa

dnd Ruth Thete w‘for;i!s'.c‘o“‘v;taﬁg?f‘rb‘{é‘m?wi‘wsm_,a ‘
Biflpactis of Boaz,ver,  thefecondusof thewomen, T
dhat were yref&m ¥ the Tauale’ Of Kuaif&}ﬁc' th

'*d..~!\' .’,!'. . . ‘Pa‘t
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o R NG Boiz takibg Rifth, and ifing her 3¢

Chap. ;uﬂkq’rﬁ&mxhe {1¢e of this comprin

W Ym*w:f

had’ B blefing of od, in ’ danéeiuing an

SO 'bé:mnﬁhr?x;{ Coiine th..othcx jart of. thewamco, '
fle’ ?f

“their rexoyme’\ ‘b Nonti for’ t}us uitfulng

AR uch,’ §f c\.n’? refacndqt?\ two p ax‘ts. “the tﬁ tbcu
ankfgisingra Go& ve,r'" 1'}‘&‘1 Lefe »\ord fg c,

“BcGodﬁc ndl % cmatte.r of:}’eir thanklgmm

« the words ;olqumo ﬁrﬂ‘ ot Baaz his fake, !n

Leddhad léfdnm dhec ﬁm:lmcs klhfman,f gopﬁfy,

-Becrafc sl athes her Jouing daughist

IHW; ﬁfchld’i‘eﬁéwhﬂyc ifes,an and ¢ Bcrmﬁxcr old 'i ql

‘Bfﬂitfc'ﬁa?t 3 Yerys brifely: ged’scmordcr. o

X g:i‘o,:ge Iii {:crthei“ Cmmtéf of tlnsgn:mz\ 3
c weedf the wole and their praicrs £0 c

b S inihe behilfe Zofboth th

S whiéhttxey' 6¢vrcdfool

- Ypatties, " dheir’ polteriticy “Hoaz procecede
hd's Ptﬂi‘:‘aého’n ':md taketh Ruth, :oh kou (3 to‘gr.
%Vvifé’,hs i diiery ofa kind’ aiid 2 godly ‘hasband.
ot ﬂ{tﬁ.\swh‘ﬂé We itk i Wagghe that ¥ Ruith was ab-

padniCation, Zic ageo!

‘dine tsthe counfaile of her' motﬁci', Tate way§og 1“;
$ine, Yot foa‘né ;arofpel’ous ncvgcs r'md raying ne
~Joub, Yot ;,wyfuﬁluc defle of di i d)cﬁxe 912351‘.\5;‘,

‘bmoft‘ﬂxsw < gather,

'3 LOFHLE, the ut?co 'lqoch 1»usf>ands, wfnci\ lste

pike their wints’ 4nd 4 wcit “wath, V35 this, oal
Woth Kirch, %bfltiﬁ no-doubt, but t’?}x;thcé pICTCn ¥

ngrto thigfiotife ofher mat cé tookehety
bring Her €5 ‘Hie svpe oufe thidt zhérc tth mrgh;

. Y Jid e ‘tobither. This Lra(c ‘of fcrptu:c wc

G oy e Sleddty m;m fc¢ 3¢ in, the) ;
R::r.:a‘? Iz;x‘ikﬁl’:o theyy okt YP ? { bW wife, &bxoug
A frito fHE tefivof S;raxhls mf ;1, tfy, 30 and, wat com i

‘ aftér hig by 1e¥§dcath heiz | ﬁ\ch

ﬁotérefv‘d:“ kﬁ!ehﬂﬂhcﬂé (3 zal b\\tal g she
for d\!;pxq cacc

Kis t“loﬂ‘le\', Leifhe bid i, e.of
m oI nsgﬂu

. greaterthénihe comfort af 3l
m-’ 7 Pc;:t cxhbrtethﬂm hus >ang (h u} wgﬂ;&n?ﬁ ‘.‘lﬂs
: S wilcsy

hbm. oditig of d ellin wy,:
. , 69&{%}(& Sau d ab%s b ;61£orvcxthe cgr%
' \i m
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wlues, like menof vnderftanding, siving honour te
their wines as'to weaker chfe'!s?E, v
hoyresafihe lame grace,and thar theirprayersbe not
hindred, asif he had faid, they muft dwelltogecher,
B they mult pray together, for as Chrift is alway pre.
fent with his Church, fo hugbands mult keepe the c5-

anics of their wiues. This point being cuidenrboth
‘t;n reafon & religion, it condemneth the wandring a-.
broadof many idle husbands, fome which ‘areneuer .
Aatiflicd wich riches, by markers and merchandifetra. *

waiting ifi § world,dépriucthéir winesof their dide be-
hewvléce,others for their pleafre walke from couns
trcy to counteey, fpénding their dayes in'pleafant
diff xtSA!iionacarnall&qu itious companions,leaue
dren in 2 thippe, withoirt' guidé ot marriner; man
are prefesit, buttothe diféomigditie and dicomfort
‘of their ‘padre wines and children, oh how doe 2
of thefe perfons take their wiies with godly mindes
cithercodweor pray together, “ How cin thé vine
Profper when the roote is vncouered, and how tan
women bee comforted, when their eouer is taken
fromithem,I meane their Indbands, as Abimitechthe

ie and family, 2o the fea ‘of thisworld, like chil -

“’:f Getar'teld vnto Sars; v ftorthe body .deade . - -
wi

ithout a hed, yea ifitbe but a minte 6fan boure,
doe not then our wandring vourhes mutder the bo
of their own family, being abfeat about irineveffiric
bufines,fometime for the Ipace of any moneths? Iy
not the body maimed ifit want buttheleaff member,

vea, but afinger, liow'is then tofe Houtholds woun- -

ded, where the chiefcft pares tither hissbands or wiges

be wanting or wandring a-broad,ard finally whatis -
this bur ro didor ce themfelues for 2 feafon without a-

nv lawfult’ ciufc,:tn'p'ﬁf’:”l'ahder them "whome the
Lord hathioyned together,fobreak the fellowfhip of
holy wedlock,to delpife theé fociety of godly manase
to Liy operi-themfeluss 1o ‘the temptatiorts of the
divels;and to dhiritht both "bodies and “foules iptd
davhget oF darhnation# ThisT fpeaknot, as if all abu
lente fr&tithér partywhich ¢onfeatfora tirne about
TR T acceflasic

ccaufe they are the.
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274 Thereward of Religion.
pecellarybufinefle) wereviterly volawfull forfo Yae
cob,Moyfes,Aaran; Dauid &the Apofties,thould bee
faulty; but I fpeake againtt this wallfull depaning of
one from the other, without cither confent of man or
'wife, confcience of the law of God, orregard'to their
‘owne perfonnes, for the company of thefe twaine. is
§:catcr then pareats or childré,for which the Apoftle
Haith,that if one bee a belecning petfon, and the other
aninfidel, yet they muft not depart if they be. willing
to dwell with them, and he giucth no libette for brea-
king theircom arz,evccﬁt itbe to pray the mote fer-
uencly, and withethalfo that if they doe £3,y¢t it muft
bee butfor afeafon, that fathan tempt themao, fo
greatregard multbe had of the fellowthip in mar-
niage, that the zeale of prayer,the w,orl:ifpc' of God,
the loue of our awnz, parents, the increale of wealth,
and the pleafures of the worlde, muft not feperatc,
without the voyce of hoth. partics, and. yet the time
muft be butfhort for the auovding the temptation of
fathan, and the daunger of their owne  damnati-
on, .. - ' o ; o N .
~ Secondly by this we may gather who s the author
and fender of children, whichis the Lorde: for this -
{eripture faith that he Lord gaue her to conceime for as
Paul faith of the corne that1s caft vpon the earth, thae
it increaleth neither by the plater nor yet the waterer,
bucby the Lord fo mutiwe Gy bz the feed of man-
kinde, thatjt!i;:ghnélfamyiﬁl the husbande norin the
wife, butin'the blelsing of God : for which caufe ,
when Rahelfaideto her husband Licob,giue mechil-
drenor elfeTdie; be.aunfwearedin anger aml.in
Gods ftcede, that kept thee fré the fruite of thy wéb?
as ifhee bad faid, it is God that fendeth iffue, and not
man: thercfore Dauid faith, that children jre the pof-
fefsion of the Lord, and the fruite of the womb is his
reward. Bv the which we are, taught many excellée &
wonh¥ leffons: firf¥ that {¢cing they come fré the au-
thor of cuery good gift,we hauc ready way where to
aske ther, when we want them, for.as when we want
wiledome, the Apoftlc Gith, we mult aske wiledome
. Lt , i -8
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. atthe band of Gad,fo.when we want childré, we muft

ske children at the hand of God, When Ribkah was
arren,by her husbands praierfhe was made fruitful,
fo barré women by their husbands prayers haue heen
made the mothers of many children.Annah obuined

" byherprayerat the temple, ot oply Samucl,butalfa

\

~ gender children, and fo oftcn asyoufeet

three other fonnes & two daughters. Oh letvs not bee
vexed then for many children,but let cueric one aske
confidently by the will of God,and they fhall receing
(if it fo pleale him, ) I‘lentiully to their owne defire,
Sccondly,feeing children come of the Lord, wecarg
taeght to vfe them as the blefsings of God, & asthe
ild by nature thould firft knowiis mother that bare
hun{fo we b(z’_inﬂ;m&ion fhuld firft teach our childrs
the feare of God that gaue them, itis farre better for
many childsé that they bad neucr been borne, excepe
their parents had more knowledge to till their minds
with theimmortall fecde of God his holy word,then
tolock vpop the Sup,asthe condemned perfon which
commc:l‘: out of prifon,and fo goeth to execution,in
like maner children, wichout the knowledge of the
feare of God,do come fr6 the womb oftheir mothers,
which is their prifon to the fire of hell, which is the
Place of exccution.Oh my beloued,looke 'onn your
em, yon

Gen,29.2¢,
cbecca

1.532. 25,

behold the blefsings of God vpon you,make much of
* their foules by praying for their {aluation . you haue

broughtthem into the world, lcaue them not to the
deuill, Thirdly, feciog children are the gift of God,
thefe which haue children haue greater account to
make,then thofe which haue.none, for of him to whé’
much is giué fhall much be required,& they to whom
the Lord hath giuen children and feruants, lands and
cateels, fhall annfwere for cuery one of thefe 1othe
Lord:therfore parents muft finith their reckoning,

- which they muft giuc to the Lord,and let not oe far»

thing of their debt be omitted,farhe will plague them
as welfor notdoing their dutics totheirown children , -

as gracelefle child:¢ for contemning of God. And this
enccifideratid fhuld mitigate the defire of pofterity,

the

becaule ifthey abufe thé, ‘hei'rl' own dination fhall bc -
. 3
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Ll the greater,ifthey’beg vnruly, they bring'nothin bat
‘ . - Torrow to their parsest it they be godly,the world wilt
bate them, and if thev He wicked the divell will hané
them. Were ivnor a piteiful fighe to fee the Father bur-!
Bcd for murthering his fonne,how mmuch more grie’
@ousis itto fre both ' father and fonde} ‘mother and
. w2 U7 1 daughterhusband’dnd wife; oalter and feruant, mi-
Reefizand maides; pattors and Fcb’plc; to goe alltdf
damnation together,becaufe the former did not guide’
she later;oh would God-that thie defire to efcare this:
fudgement,would finkeinto the hearrsof all, that wee
m fhc cuery onz addi€tour hiucs to holines,out minds
- . tokaowledge,ourbodiesto obedience, our hearts ta
vnderftanding, our childré to iaftra&ion, our feruants
torcligion;and all our foulesto fluation. - - -
* Thurdly,by thiswe gather,that it'js a greater blef-
fing to be the mother of 2 fonne, then the parents of 2
&aughter, if it fo pleafe God o fend them : for indhis
placethe holy Ghoft faith, that¢l:e Lord gase ber, anid
e conceiued dnd Brought firth 4 [owne, asif hehad
fayd, the Lord maue herher owne defire, and the beft
iffue,which wasamanchild : for this caafe our Sauiv
our fayth, thata wonian forgetteth her painesinas,
Joht 16,20 uaile, fo foone asa manchild is borne into the worlds
Gen.18.10. Théreforcis it that the Lord promifed Abrahamd
fonne, that he g2ue Zacharie and Elizabeth afonne, -
Luag g, and finally, therfore the Lord calleth vs all his fonnesy
' ay afather reioveeth morefor a fon, fothe Lordre. .
foycethinthe faluation of the faithfull: By this wee
*are taught to tagrifie the mame of the Almightie, for
titeric one hi bencfits in their degree, and ifwe wint
‘anv,by praier to eraue it atthe hands of God, alwaies
temembring that we leaue the ei:d of our defiresto be
- agreeableto his will. And herc we fee the praicr of the
cople in the formerverfe to be in pare fulfilled, whé
the Lord did o foone blefle this gcod old man, by
giuinz hima forne ¢ forit is no doubt butthe hol
‘Ghoftdoth fo peefently after their prayer addetherr
conception and hisbirth, thathee might Rirrevs vp
‘with greater zeale,to defire ¢he praicrs of thefatihful, |
o . P -7 which

) 1
R ‘ i
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which are 1alwaies awaileable in-the prefenee of the

TLotd: Cometherfore my brethrea,and let vs Fulfil the

defire of the L ord,and account more of the petitions
ofthe. godly, then all the poflchsions.of the wealthy s
by prayer the eanilvis made fruitfull, 30d the heduens

rop down aboundance:by tiraicr famincis remoued;
war appeafed, and the wrath of God pacified,and the
‘{ualﬂ; of the body recoucred, by praycrwifcdome s
acrealed,faith confirmed, remifsion of ing obtaineds

the barren womag made 2 fruitfull mother. of many 1 -

cluldren;the dayce oflife lengthened, peace of couns
iri,_c&and confcicnce prolonged, .and¢he kingdome of
heaucp cternally inhcrited . . Thesefore thofe which
cannot pray, abhorre the prefence of God, are weary
of ows alfemblies, forlake fermons & congregarions,

departfrom the fellowfhip of the faithfull, and haue

their fones fealed vp , theif Lues acquiled, and thedr

{oules cucrlattingly cqundemned, . :
. «amd the maxsen. Now wee muft proceede to the fo-
gond part ofthis feripture , whereinis declared whae
iflue and effect this wrought in ather,foz fa fonne as
- the child wasborne, it did notonly bring camfort to
the parents,but alfo.ioy and gladnes to the godly citi-.
.zcos of Bethlchemn @ ameng whom thefe women. aze
reported by the holy shoftwhich no doubt,were pze
- fentae the delivery of Ruth). to magnific the name of
~God,for this {o greata benefit beftowed vpon the old
womi: although her childré were dead.vet her name
might be recoueredby her loning daughter in law.
"By this we firft of all obferuc the dutic of all the faich-

8

full,which isto reioyce with them that reioyce, and to Rom.12,1a

weepe with them that weep. for as the(egodly Tewith
‘women.reioyce with Naom: for the fruitfuln e of
Ruth,fo mux you.cuery one be likeaffefted forthe
- blefsings that are powred vpon our brethren. The Like
_ynto thisymay weread of the neighhours and kindred
of Elizabeth, hearing of the wonderfull mercy of God

15.

.voto hcr,tbeﬁdoyccd with her. Thisteacheth vsthie r'ye 4, 08,

fame dutie, thatthe ioy of our bretbren thould be our -

their forrow our '_;_meﬂutiom for there
. 3

i,



r——— T T

278 TheRéwardofRefigion:

" igno fellowthip, biitthére muft bee a feclinig of the

cioves or mifeties, notonely in publike affaires;

‘which refpect dheir wholé coimon.wealth,bar alfo i

e

“Rom32.46

priuate bafines, the benefit of cucry particular perfon:
Thehead is fore when the ftomacke is ficke,the Hand

-is grieued when the foot is maimed, and cuery part'of

the bodybeing in ofpéritie,réioyceth together.Pokl
this caufc Paa biddeth vs to endure all things wick
the fime minde, meaning that cuery mans minde
fhould beetike hisbrothers, cither iri forrow orreioy -
fing. But is thiythe Fellowfhip that raigicthamong
¥s in thefe dayes?:of rather dre wee not merrieft when
our neighbours ‘dre tormented, and dpth it not
Fﬂ'eﬁe vs tofee others profper befide vs; yes furely,
or there isnio more heartic and vnfained friendfhip
among men in ofir dayes, then is betweenc ‘the

_-hauke and che birde, when cither of them is taken,

the other reioyceth, This is the ‘caufe that men are
o thore accounted after weakth faileth, friendfhi

:withdraweth when they ftand moftin neede,and leaft
epirticisin the greateft extremitie.Enery tree is green

an the fpting, euery bifd will fing in fammer,ande-

- -giery falfe-hearted Chriftian, will fawne vpon their

‘brethren in profperitic, but bee¢ athamed of their
‘wantin aduerfitie: vea, there neuer wanteth privie.
repiners and gradgers,at the wealth and welfare of e~

*uery one : for fome fay, itistéo much if their neigh=

bours carne increafe, others {ay; itis too little, when
they are vexed and wroubled by loffe of their goods, -
and thismaketh many medlers in other mens mat-
‘ters, many backbiters for other mens welfare, many.

- enuie that any, fhould haue their thares asgood 23

-themfelues, like him in the Gofpell, whofc'eye wis
euill becaufe the Lords hand was good, and g« all

* the wanes of the fea doe beate vppon the fhore, all

the braines in theworld doe breathe againk the pro-
fperous, T
Secondly, the manner of their reioycing maft bee

~ confidered, which the holy Ghol hath fet dowae in-

“thefe words, Bleffed beethe Zard: whoreinthey tdh‘;

-
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fr ioy bath toth: Lordby praifing him and -

~ gxm, and alfo to Nazmi. v‘n:% whome @ .
nothmg‘couldbc' mare acceptable, thento hearethe -

same of God1d beblcfed forher fike. Toblelein -

the {cripuea whenfoeuer itisreferred to God, figni-

fieth to prayfc ox,fue thankes + as when Zacharie

faith, Blefled beethe Lorde God of Kftacl, forhe hath Luc.1,68.
vifited and.redecmed his péople; that is, prayfed bee

the Lotd God of ifract.  Likewife the: Apoftle Raul 3.Cor,1 .&.
fasth, Bleffed beeGad the father of our Lorde Iefus
Ctrift; tha father of merciesyand the God ofall cons

folation, thatis, prayfed be¢ God, And it another

place hefaith, If thou blefle with the fpiriteé, how

fhall hee that occupieth the roome of the valcarned 1Cors g 1€
fay Amen té thy thankfgiuing, thatis, if thow giue

thankes withthefpirite. Ja this place it is of the Arlk

fence, as if thefe women had faide, Wee prayfe thee

©O Godjthat hatt lacked on the mitery of Naomi,

and hatt referded hera kinfeman, by whome the
name of the: dead mightbe sayfed vpon the inheri-

sance,& bis owee honour continned in Gods peaple,.

By the which wec are taught what masner of ioy ‘the

faithfullaré tohaue for their bretheren, namely fuck

asmay redounde tothe pta'ife of God, according to

the Gying of the ApofHle, that bee which reioyceth, 1:COrMIR
muft reioyee in the Lorde: foras bodily exercife pro-

fiteth finle, fo camallioy profiteth leffe, fisch as is

the -framing of vaine fonges giuing ouer our la~

bours, and to reioycein paftimes,and fuch as is v~

fedin ringing of belles, and thelike fort,becing one-

ly forman and not for God.- Therefore heere wee

haue an excellent manner of reioycing, when God

is glorificd by our mirth. Thus wee read Moyfés & Exod. 5y0
Aaron with teir fiter Miriam did, after they came -
outof Egipt- Thusdid Deborah and Barach af-

© terthé nftotie againft Sifera. Thus didthe women Tud. .
© afterthe vitorie of Saule and Dawid, when they 1Sam,154
eame from the fhughter of the Philitimes. Thus did ‘

Zachary when his to was reftored vnto him. .
mg&thechﬁdm:gf;:rﬂ:mcnc when Chrift LucacR :
- : T s QR ‘: /<
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Lucy,.;2, loame riding vpoo the affe. Thas dowilve fsithful re-
UC.1o, 1 ieyceaficrthe deftrulbon of Rome Astichrift; fin
4: peag,Praifed beGody falnavionand honour and glory
S & power €6 our Lord :Gods And the l’.‘.mdmnﬁw
. ofhezuen¥me vs. Praifethebord 2l ye his feraaims,y
and whhofocuer fearc hintboth fmalkScareat; Thites
2t Y fore beloted fecing itbccomedh theinft tobe thank
full,levvs prafe the Lord both criening and morning;
‘3.7 2 &letvs notfee 2 fparmow light onthe: ground; with+
out forme praite 6 God, by . :whefe-proididace afl
d'::}s' are grounded by whofc wilalbching sdse ordes
dor whofc glory ar€all things. appointed; thar we
: ~ . fhould cuerimore giuethankes to him ‘that ficréthn on.
' "Wl the higheft heauens,and ruleth the mightieft prisces;
:]mpiqtkigtbc'mufun'fo't the fea,; and ¢ 'n% the
whole world to iudgemientyin-whafe proferceislighs
andlifeforeuermore,.: .0 . w el n 7o
.t - Thirdly,the tnatver of their thaske(gining,mult be.
eenfidered forthey praifc Godi becanfe lic hadkepta
kinfthan ilivefor Naomi,whole: mme fhould beoé
zinped inthe people of God; fwthat 1w pleinc wordes
thiey commend the kindnesof God,heeairiobe hid 16
grouidcd for thit godly Naomi,astbe aight be ¢om
orred by his meattes, 2ad his name conunied by hex
daugheer, and all divec eafed by.this unc cheld.By the
which we are taught thefe two profitableleflons: firft,
‘that we muft magnific God for the life of ouir fridnds,
4o doe thefe Tewes forahe Life of Botz, by whonic the
Lsord brought fuch great comfort tobath thefe defti
tute and defolate widdbives, for'as we-are fory fot
their deathes,when it is too late,fo muit we'be thank<
full for their life; when yet they are with - vs: the foh
. T 7 forthelife of hisfather, and the father for the fonne,
the wife for her husband, and the husband: for his
wite, the fcruant for his maifter, the fiibie&es for their
prince,the people for their teachers, and - the:dairgh-
ters for théir mothers, There are few of thefe bur the:
bring much benefit vato vs,& nofmall comfort doth
arife by their prefence, which we thall bester pesceine
when we want them, then now we enioy theth, & fak
.o I . N . , . LIS . LI ( ﬁc\fc
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thele the Apoftle alfo willeth vs to pray,and orie cndle:
of thefe two mitatles vpon'tazarus and Dorcas, was
that their life might be prolonged with the Church oft
God,& more.kindenes fhewedo their godly friends:
Secondly;by.this all thofe that are able to befave any.

mesvpon other,arctanght their duties to thar Tob

awak kindred, that efpecially they bee carcfull fosthe: ;&: .
neliefe of their pouerty,the maintenance of theie dig- 9.
nily,d:fprckmzn'on ottheir honeftic, andthehotirr
fng of their awn flefh forvato that end -hxth che.
Lotd encreafed their fubftance,continued their namne,
prolonged their dayes and ‘aduanced thesr feats chat
they imay be more able to-do for their poore bicthe-
r¢€ which are commended to them by the Lord,com-
mitted by the world,and compelled by nature,whbich  ~ | =
arcbaneof their bone,& flefhof ther flefh, that they. ¢
miightbe maintained as your own felucs:when Danid
was madekinghe aduaiiced his filters fonnes arid his
kinfemen: when Saul wasking he aduanced Abner&c:
other hisfriendsiand weknow ‘that many of Chriftess
Apoftles were his kinfemens voto the-whichond Paul !
exhorteth, thatpeore widdowes be prouided for by,
theirfriends, that the church benot charged with thei;
Thiscondemneth the forgetfulnes of many in our . Tim.cs
age, which being in wealth, will feant acknowledg: ™" 5o

cirpoore kindred, wherby they (hew théfehws like
sonutural beafteyasitthe Lord were not abie ta bring
themvdown to the footftoolin the place of the other
that thiey might erie & not be heard. :

And £bisfhall)'n this verfe is the fecond part of their
ioy,in fo muh as now Ruth hath broughttorth 2 foa
itis better to Naomi thenfeuen fonnes,for feuen is ta.
ken for many, & pot for any difinitnumber, as whea
Dauid faith, that he praifeth God feuen times a day § L1
is many times citery.day. Alfo tey proteftin this ver( P‘; -1-30
that it reioyceth the to fee Naomi fo comforted with %4
the birth of this childe, asthat now her life is reftored,
wheras before it was dying like an old ftubble, which
- had no greenetwiggesvponit, but now thisonebe-
ing fhoot foorth, fhe reuiucth and gathereth comft

1.Tim ;2.1

A
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"~ inheroMyearess ..., . Lot e
*_ Bychis weefecthe duety of parents, whichistore=
foyce whentheir children encreafe, and they fee ‘their:
childrens ¢bildrens thefe Iewith women no daubrbus
. fpakebythe experience oftheirowne dayés,thasasa:
_, . . worthan, lying at the point of death,bcing recenered,:
7T isioyfultg thankfull for the ame:eucn fo.okd pedons.
~* ' haub new lides in their childrens children: for which.
caufethey anghtto bethankfullto the Larde: for the:
comfére of their children,who may likewife. reioyces
whenhey fee their parentes delight in their oflpring,
Thus no doubt but Abraham did whé he faw Ean &
Iacob hisfonne Haackes children, being boroe abeut
fificene yeatcs beforehis deathsthis did Tacob whéhe.
Gen. /8.0, B¥ Manaffch and Ephraim his foone Tofephes chil-
' § - deen, kifsing and imbracing them, and Gysng, I had
siot thought to fee thy facc any more, but she Lorde
hathi let me fee shy feede & pofterityyas ifhe had faid,
Ithanke God fotzcing thee, but I rcioyce that I fea
thy childrén alfo. And trucly:this F am fiee will god -
Iy a;gcd paréts do,whohaye thefe for their oxarnples,.
of faith and conucrfation that the{ mi;ibt-witlk moro
thankfulmes praife the Lord who {etteth thé fee their:
v . - childrenschildren,3nd with greater edforsscioyce in
O ahérmi, thatwere borne of their ownebodies) but with:
gréateft ioy and moft willing mindes. commend their
wichered age, and all wome yeares to the handes of
i the Lardiwho hath muléiplicd their {cede in this.
Life, and will glorific themftlues inthe life, . .
" ‘tocome: Nowletvsging .. . -
~ praife vo .
- Goda IR

LeGure.
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- Thefixteenth Le@ture,’
5 ! Chap,g. ver, 16. 17, "
3 6 And Naomi tooke the child and laid it in ber lap

, became urfc Guto 4, ' N
7 Awd the wowen ber meighborsgase it 4 nawme, [dying,
" #here 15 a chsld borme so Naoms, and called the mame
theref Obed : the famewassbe fasher of Ifbaithe fu-

" ther of Dawsd,

e N the former words we heard the lift
921 5abboath, the prayer 4nd thank(giuing
bl >fthe people, or fic women of Beth-
! chem for thebirth of this (on of Bo-
j 12, and the comfort of Naomi :butnow
in thefe words the holy ghoft proccedeth to the edu-
cation and circumcifion of the child in thefe two ver-
fes : wherein theholy Ghott deliuereth vnto vs thefe
thinges: firft, that Naomi tooke the care of the eda-
cation of this child, verfe 16.Secondly, the mmin‘élof
the child by the neighbours, the women of Bethle-
hem, whichthey gaue vato it by occafion. of their
owne words, when tl:cz fayd in" the fiftcenth verfe,
that hee thould cherifh her,namely Naomi; and ther-
fore they call him Hobed, which fignifieth feruingt
thereby fignifying, thathee fhould ferue for the com.
fort of Naomt ; of thefe partslet vs brictely (peake in
‘arder,as the fpirit of God fhall giue vtterance and che
thetime permit. -
. utwd N asmi rovke the child, After the metcy of God
in the blefsing of Ruth with a fonne,who wasthe on,
zhcyu vato the houfe of Elimelech , the husband of
‘Naomi,which broaght no finalioy to the old womi,
“to fee her name, & the name of ke famijly renicued in
thebirth of thisfonne, whenit wasveterly deciyedin
“the fight of the world, for heewagold and a ﬁuh‘ge'-

.\“ T, ¢

\
\

\«

N

“in Moab &Mnobogequy moe children, neithes

waL
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* wasit likely thather daughters in law('their husbands
being dead) weuld reeurne from their counrrey and
kinfcd vato & ftrange peoplé, ‘with whotni they had
fmall acquaintance,euen none atall,Naomi theirmo -
ther inlaw accepted,fo that the hopeof their pofterity
being buried in Moab,§ life of her family muft needs

* decayin Bethlchem. Therfore her return to her own
countrey was a fauour of God vnto her, & rayfing v
theminde of Ruth to be partaker ofhictiourney, and
‘companion:ifi her trauaile,was an efpecial comfoit to
Tier \yearied age,but prouiding fo horiourable 2 mar-
tiage for her, & making her {o fruitful: 2 wifein fhorg

time,was the life-of Naomies death, ‘thereéncwing of
her family, the reftoring of her hope, & the refurrec
tion of her dead fonnes, for.the continuance of theig
‘names,in the gate of their placés:and therfore thelike
aioyfull and thankfull grandmother for” difchargt of
her confcience,Joue of the infant,& ¢afc of hisdaugh4
ter,becommeth a f low.nurfe for thebettereducati:
on of the child,out of the which we ote. o
. Firft,that as we haue heard hoi. the miferies of N~
omi were caft vps hertogetlict,fo.now the mercies of
God 4rcmnkipﬁcd_in’ the fanie in- greater. meafuré:
For then her woe was begun by the death of her huf*
band, continucd throughh; f long dwelling with ¢he
wicked Moabites, & xepined through the death of her
twofoanes: So nowit falleth againe as the darknes
Acparteth ztehe dawning of the day, and giueth plac
tothe Iixﬁht of the sunine,, fo her tﬁH’crics are xepe’alds,
firftwith the loping and conftant Fellowthip of her .
“daughter inlaw Ruth , who was ag2 wcf&l:g’mbm&

. to het'in labouring for herlining, and ablcf edchild
toincrea’e her pofteritia: Agame,(he now was in qui.

. “ctdwelling amang the people.of God, enioying the
~companic of the faithfull, andthefellowthip of hee
Hiends:morcquerfierpofterity is reftored in the fruje-
Fulnes of Ruth,and fhe,cucn zecvﬁu felfe lineshi to fee
dhe daz wh gll this falleth vpon her, ta the endles ¢6-

-fortofher withered:age, & prefent pratfe of the name
-of God. Thusjys fgeit s, a rightequs thing with Gg&
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it t6 Wound,and then'to heale, firft to fhrike, & thed
to Rroke, firtt o caft downe, and thenta lift vppe : for
this is cértaificly the cup of all the faithfull, , thatchey
ft rafte of many bitter atfliCtions,before they come

10 the'po!Tel ion of eternall bleffédnes, yea of worldly

EYou

e thankfirl enough for that which they quietly inioy.
So wéreade of Iob, how in one day L

e‘Y)!HEY mutft Riftaine fome Ctoﬂe,beforc ‘hCch S I

ER

dhiscorne Tob.T.14y

burnt, his eattell ftolnc, andhis children Qine ;'this 75.26.17.
wais-birtervato him for many dayes,jecin the end hee &42.12.12

Wasieflored two for dne, and faw mote fonfics and
whotebeantifull daughters,yea, his childrens cluldren,

20 his vnfpeakeable comort, The like miy be faid of Gen.37-10

ifinocent Tofeph,he was rebuked by his father;hated &
fold by his brethren,itmprifon: d by his maftér forgot-
en by Pharahoesbutler,all thefe were no fmal difcou’
Q:them tofoyong 2 man, ?'et inthe ¢nd hee was
-aduatinced to the higheft ftep of honour, as arecom-
prnice fot al the tribulatiss he had endured. I may alfo
wdde this of Dauid,being perfecuted by Saul, betraid
‘by theinhabitants of Keilah, driuen to the Philiftings
his fworne cnemies,to crane a dwelling of them fecing
many martered for his fakic,in the end had the poflefsi
‘on of thekingdom of Tudah,& after of Ifracl, which
'was the gift of the Lord, the reward ofhis affli¢tions,
«and his religion By the which we may fee the hope of
the godly : not that which they feele , but that which
‘they may lawfully look for,the cafe of their paines,the
remedy of their gricfe,the comfort oftheir troubles,&
the and of theit mifery to be fpeedy redeefle, if with pa
tience they look & wait for the pleafure of the Lord:
‘Therforethe godly fay. with Dauid, if tenne thoufand
‘compaffe them round about, they wit ndt be afraide,
for the Lordisthe cye witnefle of altheir miferies:the
-hot furnice of Rabilonfeareth thénot : the Lions den
tannot driue themto dithonour God, ifflames of
fire confume their bodies o alhgs, the darts of Sathaty
picreetheir foules to the quicke, the reproches of the
wotld deftroy their ntmos; and the-emernies of God
_ fpoyle theirfubfance,yet they are nog left deftinite,for

oL thsir_
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their fith oucrcommeth the world, their.patience, aff
their afflli¢tions,and their louc of God, their defire of
tarchly profperitie, All which caufed the Apoftle ng
fay, that hope was the anchor of the foule, meanin
that as the anchor ftayeth the thippe in the middeft

Heb. €. 39. all the waues,though they be neuesr fo great & hoges

‘inlike maner the hope of the godly kecpeth them i

-+ . thebarkeof Chrifts Church, among the thoufapdes

J. ... ofworldly nibulations : For Dauid faith, greatare

... . thetroubles of the righteous: but the Lord deline-

’ " geththem out of all,asif he had fayd;the n'gb}com &
iodly arc affi&ted to thisepd, thatthe Lord mighs
. - =~ fhew his power in their deliucrance : And in anos
e ther placchee complaining of his fufferings, and the
forrow of his foule : yet concludeth with thig
figurative fpcech : Why art thou fo adde O my
Palss.1s  fouler and why artthou caft downe within mee? ¢
&434- Ml inthe Lord, for by bim I haue deliucrance a~
gainft all my paines and gricfe, Euen fodo I fay to
~ all my poore brethren in the world, why arz you
. {o fad7if you want maintenance,the earthisthe Lords:
f friendfhi% the hearts of Kings arein bis handes, as
the ruers of Waters : if libertic, hee can breake a.

. ~ fundcrthe iron gates, and deliuerthe prifonersfrom
their tormentours; if health, in his prefencethercis
oy and life for euermore : if children, hee maketh
thebarren woman ¢o bring foorth many children:

>~ ifapparrell, hee clathed the Lillies aboue the royalty

| of Salomon : if meate, hee can multiplic the leaft

forflles into the greateft meafures : and finally,

if defence, hee giucth his royall Aungels charge
oucrthe poorelt of the godly, that the violence of

Princes, and the foree of the Diucll himfelfe, fhajl

peuer goc beyond the decree & purpofé-of the Lord}

“Thercforeif gripes of gricfe, and torments of for-

' -rowdoc lodge with vs all the nighs, yet ioy -fhall

b gome in the morning, whenthe pgore fhall iek ré-

i Rored, the ficke recoucred, the forrowfull comfor-

!]td. ﬂl;faﬂxﬁlll srewarded, and the wicked crarnally
plagheds -
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Secondly,by thisverfc we allo gather a wosthy exam- N

- ple of agodly grandmothes, which for the cale of hes

-

daughter, he foue of the infant,  and the thankfulies
the owed to God, fhec became a fellow nurfe vnro
thisyong {onne of Boaz : for although the words of
the {criptare be thefe, that fee became musfe Gure
the child} yet the mepning 1s not, that fhee tookeip
from the mother, but thag her tender care ouer it
was fuch, that during the weakencfle of Ryth, and
abfence of his mother , theelaydeitin her Jappe, and
was as carefull for it, as any nurfc that was hyredto
thatdutic ; for Naomi could pot becanurfein thefe
old dayes of hets, without hufband or milke: which
weeknow is the chicfelt nourithment for yong chil -
dren,and therfore anusle inthis place,is takenfor one
that had a great care to procure the welfate and cafe of
tk.echi!z: ' . :
. By the which wee nate. another ductic of,xﬁ::‘d pa~
gents, which liuc to fee their childreng childreny
namely that they bee as durtfes voto them, tobeeas

e carefull for them as their owne, for therefore the Lord

fuffegesh them to fec the increale of their feede, . that
they might. coucer and gourith it in their 0 wne pre~
fence. For thiscaufe wee may reade, that the fonnes G62-50.3 9
of Manaffes, and his fonnes {onnes were broughtvp
on the kneesof Iofeph,theis iy_ca_t grandfather,for thig
laying in the lappe.or on the knee, fignificth 2. molk
tender care oucr theinfants, that they be alwayes nog
oncly inthe prefence, but alfo in the handes of theis
§rand~p;r;nts,.as Rahell when fhee gaue hermaide
ilha vato.Iacob , " and fayd that fhee might bring ,
foorth vppon herkaees, ‘thatis, fhee wouldbee as. Gen.gois
carcfull ia the nourihment of them, asif they were.
her owne. Thgn by this they are taught their dudes,
vpon whom the Lord hath vouch(afed to beftow
this blefsing,that they may, ee theit childreas children,
namely,thatiris required at theirhids, that theypros -
uide for their edncaris,good inftruéts,& briging vp,
for they may fay asLaba (aid tohis daughtess chihti;c',
‘ . R Y . - i . . a§
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thatthey sratheir owté; andtherefore the tcare of the

brnging vp depeadceih vpon them : we fecthe Jirtle

twigd atthe top tobe vourithed as well by the roote; -

".as. tlic bowes that grow out of the body ofthe tre€,

‘eucn o graudiparcmsfyrouiﬂc 28 well for themain~
<ccnaute vttheir childiensiffac, as fortheirowne : fo
that i hibkindnelle they muft beintreated,in al wife=-
dome be inftrudted, withall carcfulnes be correéted;
had with all religionbe gouernced, for alus,if the twify
failethere can beno truic, & if you feed be corrupty
there wil come buta hard batuclt, {o X your childrens
thildren be not oucrieent by-you that ez parents and
rulers of both, yourﬁaméwill decay, yout fammlie
di¢;a0d your poficritie be viterly forgotren: - © "
=~ i+ Thirdlyinthis place e may profitable enquire
aboittthe noriing of children fecing Naotoi #s{nd to
be the nuife of this child of Ruth: Whether itbe aws
full 4t slito putout childrentd purfe frortheir own
mother,or whethet the cae of parents bp’hottobﬁng
vpthen ehildré intheirinfancy,in therownperfonsof
prefence,orels ¢dmitthe tuition af thé to-otber.Vnto
thefirft queftion | arfwere; it cdery womanbei

. dn health'of body and mifd;is bousd by theword of
* Godtonirfe her owni children,& the reafons for the

corfirmal "" hereof arc thef, firft becaufc the Lord it
thé crédtion of theirbodics, ‘hath gien to euery wo-
fman birédfts, which afcthé‘mcmuw})ercby-childrcn
fucke their‘hduéiﬂxmcﬂt:and'drgtforc eytherthe Lord
treatedtheir breafts in vaipe;or cHethey Tinne, ifthey
fet them not to worke ifanyfay; that the Lord did -
§iue § breafts ot for any fecefsity that they afe bofid
® to doc, but thatthey mightbec furnifficd withthe
meanes, if they had the pleature to doirto whé [an-
fweére by the fike exarmple, the Lord Fath giucrito €

géry onchandsto worke, evetto fee, gares toheare;
and-tongsto fpeake, i¢ jrinthe-¢hoife of imicn, to eut

- ofttheir hards,t0 y&l_l'é‘x'tfthcﬁ éyes, to ftapvp theit
é€ares, % to keep their tohgues i fillencé al theif life,&
néuervic chem, 3s mny womendot to theirmmiar
bres o2l thinkc not, fosif they fould, d;cg "f‘“ﬁ

: eface
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défigethe workmithip of Godidifmernber their owa? \
bodics, and murther the parts of mankinde: There-~

fore as the Lordhath giuen ta cuery one hands, eue~:

ry ome muft worke,or els heis acctirfed, vilefic they

wil beidols:of whée Dauid fpeaketbythey haue haods:

& handle not,cies 8 fee not, eares & heare not, feare

and walke not, nofes and fmell not, andfachate wo. ‘Gen. 27, 2,
menthat haue plentifull breaftes,& yet gitte oo fucke. Exod.2.8 ¢
Sccondlyythe example of all the godly-confirme it, a3

we feein Sarah,which nurfed hir fonne Ifaackeinthe Tud.1 2. 43¢
mother of Moyfies; which was carefall that her childe

fhould benurfed by no other thenberfefe vin Ma<:Cant.8.1,
Rozhs wife the mother of Sampfon: fo did Batfhebah

the mother of king Salamon, being s queenein Ifrael , gom o 23
the wife of king Dauid ; yet fhe thoughtit her duety ['ge 3 go.
to take hir owne child & nutfe ic:1 wil fpeake nothing ¢ "7 >
ofHaonah, of Elmabeth the wife of Zacharie &mo- aer. -
ther of Iohn Baptift,of the virgin Mary which gaue > 9*
fucketo the Lord of glory, Iefuas Chrift ber Saviour & )
of the mother of Dautd,all which are as pattemes of

pagural affe@ds,for all the godly womeninthe world

toimitate, and what blefling was powred vpon theit

¢hildren, who knoweth not. Therefore either womé

matft follow their godly examples,or fhew fome chars

wer of their liberty aboue thefe,or proclaime open dif:

"obedience to God, &the godly,becaufe they (warue

from his holy word,and their moft-pure and worthy
examplest butit is berter to obey God then men, &
to be ruled by the troublefome liues of the faithfull,
then by the peaceable, and pleafant:deuifes of all the
ntlewomen in the world whatfosuer... - =~ 1
* ‘Thirdly, itis 4 figne of the wane of loue-arid natas ’
fallaffeQion irthe parertes(as the Abaﬁlerpgaked;z Rom.1.36;
when the mothers doe notbeltow the libourto o1 13
their owne children the natarall mitke’s for if thep
Wad the fame taturall fecling of their dueties to theit
éhildren, theyrould not ( Haning no oceafion) coms
mit the nourithing of their children to ftraungery,
who can neucrbe fo inwardly kird fo the infantes,
asthe mothers are or cither ought 1o be: therefore al-
N A4 \ though

ma JRVCERN’ < N,
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thaughthey, pretend a kind of fornowe'for their .chil+:

drens ableate sin: dpp:minﬁ from -them, vet itis bkei

the lawensation.of Blauywhichwépt ‘when hee coutd:

notgetthe b'efsing, whereds he fold'iebefore,8 was

the onely ciufe of hus: owne reprobation: fo womew

weepe atthe deparmre of theirchildren: whereas itlix

. . ts .o-7.cthin theirowpe power to keeperthem in their. owno

p 2%t Kﬁ’aﬂefsie-l.-an& more thank=nll would the child hein:

) is heart 1o hismother, if the had befowed the labot

Caer seheitohufebime o L e ol ol el e

- 'Fourthdy, itis not fo naturall for-the childeto bee:

.1 ¢:nr T nunféd where hee!was not bowme, - for thefanie bodié:

whereof he bad bis being,is moft fit for his feeding,as
Ly L2 ,Wcﬁ:ez-.[ghatdqrbbcﬁ _profpér when it is grafted:
P ey whertit fprungevpp firdt ofall; then being remoued
. imoangther graunde, fothe bodies of childien doe

: ,,‘ growe more frecly, and like more cheerefolly -with -

i3 3% i h b sirownemethers milke, ther withall the world bex
Gde,and theapingicntet Phificians {ay,thatit were al3
fo beuer for the mothersifthey gauc themfclues to
thislaboyr,:therefore they doe burhinder their owne
infanteshorhe oftheir ewnc bodias; and as- it ‘were
keepe.them from their naeurall welfare, when they
giue themte bee made anotherinature, whichis by
their nurfing andfeeding: Thefe.caufesahd more aia
being ducly :m,ci_cuefulgﬁ copfidered, you thall finde
% 4 greatsr fianesto giue your childrerto othertobe
nurfed; thenhexefpfore you conceiued -of i, o that
. Z\qu myft for thisene thing,cendempg the vie of your
. bigaftes, ( whichwere the creation of ‘God, endthe
practife of the auncient godly. wostien, whichwere e=
uery Way as-agbleas any aliue )forfake the témder

loucthat atmatler ought to beare to her innoceny -
E:i*c. Qng?o'ux childrens badies te a feconde, yea
e<oitrary difpofitiont and complexion, and.ftappe vy

hgiplgntifull conduites of fircaming milke in.'youg -

esyto the jofleand hinderaunce of your owug
» . bealth: Theroforeif any haue any powergo pesforms
thitnaturall duéey vo their childreasler them praétife
1: for all the garmall teafons of she woilde muft nog
S oy - preuaile
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preuaile againfttheleatt colletia of the word of Gods N
tfome will fay,admit that any through negligende -

doe put their childien to be nurfcd of other, doththe:

Eult onely reft in the parents,& nothing in the nurfe?:

to whome I aunfwere, ifit bee vnlawfull forthepa~:

rents to gitle, itis alfo valawfull for the purfe to takes:

fo that whatfocuer is aid againft the one, may alfo be:

brought againft the othér. But in caufes of weakenes'

m the woman, dangertothe child, or ficknesiney~ - g,
ther of both, itis not oncly a dutie of neceffitie, buo

of conlcience, . to nourith and cherifh the children of

el .

Therefore although the mother had thenurfing of -
their children,yet there were others alfo like peti- nar-
fes,which had fome cfpeciall care inthe keeping of the-
childrézas we may read of thenuric of Rebecea,which en.24 198
wasthe true vfe of nurfes forthe cafc of their mother,'
to take the cuftody of the children in all things,  faue

" onelyin gining them fucke, and thercforeis it, thae.
we may teade in ancient hiftories, . that one childe
had many narfes,that is, - tany to attend the welfare
L,and nourifhmentofthe infant ; of this fort was Naomi
at thisprefent, who tookevpon her fome carc of this
fonne of Boaz,that they both might be more diligent
for the education therof. Now for the other queftion,
whether it bee. lawfull for the parents during al the-
time of theinfancy therof,if the mother be notable ta-
giue it fucke, to commit their childrento other to be.
rought vp : [ umfwere, that euery man and woman:
ate bound to fee their childrens firft inftrution, thae:
is,ifit be pofsible, to-bauc them in their keeping ae
their firftentrance into knowledge , and when they.
arefirit of aH capable of any goodnefle. So weereade:
_ Ifaack remsined withhis father Abraham in'the time: i
of infancie, - when God commaunded Kimaclto bee: Gen.2v.12,
ciftout :fo Facob keptlittle: Beiamin with him : ney-'13.5 24 4.
ther would be depart frd bim vnto any til Simeon wa¢ 2 King.s1.
boundin Egiptifo we vead of theking Toath,whé his = - a4,
gunt Ichofhobah hid fr5 § rage of Athaliah,who was: ™™~ o
N 2 .. -broaghe
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btougle vpin the houfe of het husband Iehoiadah, -
where hee was mo& worthily inftruéted in the feare of
theLord : fowe read our fauiour Chrift kept, tillhee:
wastwelde yearesold, with his mother, and fuppofed
father,and after he had beene atIerufalem, he waso -
- bedient to themtill the yeare of his preaching,which
+was when he came to the age of thirtie yeeresy There-
, ~ forethic conclufion of all this is', that neither the nur-
- fing nor inflrucié of our childré, muft bedeferredto
' athtr,at the leaft fo as wee feeme not.but to be many
waices as carcfull for them,asif they wereinour pre-
fence,to be eucrmore mindfull for the wealth of their
bodics,and healthof theirfoulés. -~ -~
- Fourthly,and laftly, by thefc wordswee may ga~
therhow great & excellent & this work, the bringing .
vp of children, for which the Lord hath expreffed in
his word. that it is requited that-many fhould béc ap«
plied,for in this place we fce Naomi and Ruth beftow
thedr laboursfot the education of this new born babes
& we haue heard thae Bebecca had anurfe. that came
with her fror her fathers houle to the land where A«
‘braham dwelt, which fignificth viito vs, thatneither,
their infancic can bevnfedde, nor their youthvnruled,
for- this is not fo bafe a worke as many thinke it, that
' :fe ismough, if not too miuch,to take ¥ care of their
ildren;for wee know weare ¢afily drawne to' ma-
_ ny-iticonueniences , neither can the parents be pres
fenteoforelee al,but if any be helpersin this bufines,
theircarce is much eaftd; their childrenleffe endaun.
grered, their welfare better prouided, - and the parents
datiebetter difcharged. Euery flock hath a keeper be«
fide the owner,euery gardé hath a dreffer, befide the
ayfer : and if it be poffible, let cuery thild haue an
oucifect befide the parents, for alas theTillie infant is
. foone.caftinrothe ﬁgc, falleth mto the water, ouer.
. - wmed with § wind,and euérv beaft is ready.to warke
.~ his deftruétion : all which may bee wifely prenented,
thoughnot with thicprefence, yee withthe ¢ounfel)-&
care of the patesys,by prouiding fuch carcful pedfong
whesheir gutdes, asmay llo defend them whe they
: ‘ are

[} T
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areabfent. . | - :
... wd the wowen heynesghbowrs.In this verfe isthe (4
~ cond part, which concerneth the niming of the child,
wherethe holy Ghoft doth declare vato vs the perfés
that mamed the child ta be the woman of Bethlcheni,
:the ncighbours of Naomi, whichno doubs was then
. giucn tothe child, at the cight day which was the e
_cumcifiom,aceording as wee feein thehiftory of fobn
Baptift,afterthe law of the Lord, calling himbythe
-mame of Obed, which fignifieth feruing or a {eruant, L
.fhewing how. he fhould feruc for the:comfortof Na -
omi,Boasz,and his mathez. . s
. . By this we firft of all mote and obferue,thatit isthe
duty of the faithful to be helpers one toanother in the

 feruiceof God, and admonitians of their dueties.: for

here thechild being cifcumciled, was accompanied
wiih many godly womemwholc d¢iufe they vicd,and
_followed in the nanving of the child. Indeed wema
ofté read that the parents gaue names to their cl:ildre{
fomtimes the fathersi(omeimes the,matbiers,& {dm <
times the Lord bimlclfe.asin muaypcrfoneswe'm?
. perceiue, but wee neuer reade that the people were fa
- kindtohelpin thdis maetl‘ycriﬁ “;u farther cdu{g’ehof
. any godly minded,(‘an i ¢ exceprad Jo that
they(eg wo&_’é'aie' amoft godly efampl% ‘f:rl’: :l;)em:h-
full tabchokd, how they muft furtherand helpe ong
another in the canfe of religion : forthe naming o
children in old time. was. very exccllens, when they
were carefull by thtsr earchly and outward titles,to
admonifh them of theiriaward and heauenly duties
And that whick thefe did in this one, muft we doalfe
in all other duties, to draw more & more to the loue
of refigion:aswe read the Apoftles.dideme enother,
whé they came to the firlt knowl_cdéc of the Mefsiah:
for as alimde leuen feafoneth a whole lumpes euenfo a
few godly perfons may draw.a great many to religis
on,. Therefore this one dutie of allothes, belongeths
to the flocke, of Chrift,thatthey help oric anotherin
the wazks of Chriftiznitie. When the rules of the
Temple his daughyes was ficke, for the ligtle childhe;
oL R A% | werg
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wentto our fauior,by which means he recoucteth her
Jife,this wasthe dutic of 2 godly father when the fick
man of the palfic could not come to Chift, foure of
Abis neighbours brought himto his prefence,and the
Jiord forgaue him: this was charitie, and the dutic of*
acighbours: WhenDorcas was dead,the women fent
foc Pcter, whobeing come, fhee was teftored to life,
And thusparches' maft. helpe farward their ch.ldreo,
eiglibors,theirfellowes,and euery'man one anothet:’
i ehey want knowledge,let vs teach them knowledg
olit of the purc:word of God ¢ if they tanndtfrazv,

q Od,

. vs pray with them,and for then o the almighty

i theytranaileto hearcthe wordy ktvstranaile with
them to encourage their carefulnes:: butof this mat-
ser we haue ofté lg:késNow letvs ginepraile to Ged.

. The endof thefixreémth -

R DT Le&utc. ‘~r . b
The feuenteenth Lecture,
: o Chlptlver:ngzoz :z: "

" Chetbzrom, - ,
X.9Gherz.ombegat Ram: R vm bhépiat Hamminadab. '
$0:Hammmanab begat Nafchon,Nifchon begat Salwmna
3(:Sslmrem bepar Boaz,:BoaZ begar Hobed, ;
28 Hobedbepar -‘1/5;:’:1/5.:@ begar Dawid,
b YSAE TN % T e .

" X8 Thefeare e gricrationsof PhavixiPhuréx bepat

BYOw by the merciful kindnes of the Lord
Y vic are cometoand laft pare of this his
Jjtory, and the conclufion-of this Chaps
tery where the holy Ghoft defcribeth

R vnto vs, the kindred of Boaxr,-cunen
. allthe” generations, . from Phirez
to Kinng Dauid : ‘fhewing vito vs the increale of
thele Iews 15 theirdwelling to the Lind of Capaan,
o sobgld 0 belare

s
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Deforethey wentinsa Egipt vnuill cheaithe that Dauid
Was annointed gnd-appointed king i 1frael: we may
forthe:catier: handling of thefe words deuide them
into-thefetwo parts: The firft is; thofe perions that
wefe the progenitonrsaunceftorsorfathers ofBoazi
imthe wer.1 8:vgx & 2cuwhich arefet doWnito'be Phal
ez the firft; Chewroaghs fecond; R am the third, Mk
misadab thefaunh, Nafchon thofift;and Salman the

fint;who wis-the imnredidte &natacathfacher of Boaz.

Ehe fecdnd paht isitheprogeny; affpxink and childré
ofBadx: v‘vhmm':&dtd%th: ﬁtﬁ-ﬂpb%d: feeondliy
Khai, and thirdly Pawd the king, :Oftthefe parts and
pesfons; ler vsbriefly fpeake; fo niucléas iferiethfap
the cxpofition df the (oriptare;mdalve {adifying of th}
ims, &rm@d:&aﬁj&a:me{md "hrelprof she fpirit o

God. 1 " g dinn o e e T !
. The( arethepenshasons. Now §ee boly. Ghoft
had declared ivntors: this hiftofy~of Rmh:y thought

bricfly & in a feiv Words, yetinmwple & large circds -

fhances, for the xnaleoftanding of his mindecat the en @
hereof hé:amuevoth thirkindred-ofthe ‘perfohs, whas
st chiefly comoembh] that he mighc fhaw virto vs,thag
they were nomnaane 6r bafe perfonsfor: whomb vhis
kiftory wascommpiled, but :fuch-.as"defcended of .the
mobleft farmiy in 2l e world;whd were the appoin-
ded fuherso m‘anz kingee, and.that which is moft of
alf; the perfons,nf whofe. Scede .our faniour Fefus

- ©htilt tookethwbecimming and (ubftanae of his hus
oisne natare. Amd therefore in this place wemuft des
clare the caufes thay moued theholy Gholt to beexa
caiefullinthe rohbanfing of the gemealogies of the fas
thers: for we mult notimagine; thit he mufterethnot
the.names ‘of thaé auncizat perflons,to worke: anv
wonderin our nrindes at therecitall of them, orthap
the {eriprare dould brane beene perfe@ wishoat the fe

-, deral genshatis therein delcribed:burwe muft know
thavehere were dincrs neceffary & weighdic caufes byl
theimtzement df the aundieneft and mott approued -
whiters, whith moued the' fpirit of God ta interfere

. .ﬁg{egqn"bgies‘;: Y e .o
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- Firfy thecefiore accarding to th comdici6 of all md~

kind, thete isequally deferibed, the-geherations bodk
ofthe godly-and ¥ngodly in-the feriprures, for this
: £ayfls o thewe, the muldplication iof mankinde : of
g this fore arc the generarions of Adam, Seth & Cain
‘Gen§e  scparted by:Mayics,that hearing.ire sumber of meame
kinde fo quickly miltiplied, wen might the more
© carpeftly iuc;p:igfcn’um God ¢ Agaime the'geneas
Geago, logics of thefotnesnf Nash aredeicribed vito vaso!
-~ thew the replonifhing-of the ezith; the defiruction

of countties; 20d thereRoring of the warld: ‘Butto

some ncerer vazoithe mateer wee muft'take this for 4
gsnerallmulethie the genealogies of the ‘wicked. are

. separted in the foripture for to hewe theble&sing and

louc of Gad ,\S‘pn'tﬁa godly and righteous Inen s as

_ for crample, the Lord reckoncth vp the pofterity of

G limael, the fohné of the. bondew woriany fhewing .

.25, "3 vshow greatsa people hee became ; and how rhany:
. 18+ Dukesorprinses proceeded adt of -hit - loinesi. ta
G fhewe wato vethe promife and- conenaunt which hae:
e0.38130 myde tohis faghef Abraham, -thit hee fhoubd beeal

. ' ficat people, wasfulfilled, and thisfeyued tomaghi »

s

L8

and exalt the name of godly Abrahame Wercadé:

at the Lord : befkaweth 2 great genealagic: vponi

wicked Efau or Edoni, numbtitig or réckoting vp
his fonnes, arid his {onnes (onnes, s kingdome aod

thelinges of bis feede that riigned after him, for

o other end but to report and- manifeft the -blefs

fingvpon godly Ifacke and Rebocea his paventes,,

atcotding to the oracle thut hee gauc ¢o his mother;,

when fhee demdunded and enquiredghe caufe of the

 fhgling & feining in her wambe - The like may be:

Gen.23.37- faid of godlefle Chamfor Noah his - fathers fake,of

B the fonnes of Tacob for Lira¢ls fake, - of Ephraim; and

Manaffes for Tofephes fake . By the which swee gathets

and notethis excellent doClrine,, that if: the: wicked:

haiteiny good, it isfar the {ake of their . gadly and;

righteons parenecs orifriendes: Wee foe they fhoulds

not hane lamuch s 2 name.in the hooke -of Gedy

wereitnot for the caile of the righteousand: godys,

P \ -7 - m
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vereade that when the Sodomites were ouercomein

waste,their people lead captiues,and theirgoodsfpoi- Gen.

led by the company of Cedorlahomer, then for Lots
fake the Lord flirred vp Abraham, and armed him
‘with men and courage, who wonne the viorie,reco+
wered thefpoile, brought backe the prifoners,reftored
~ their goods, and gauc them all liberty, for godly Lots
{ike,who was fhorely after defpifed by them,butthey
for cheir wickednes were burped in brimfione, when
sightcaus Lot was deliucred from thé, If Tofeph had

Bot-beerie,they had had no corne in Egipt, IfMoyfes -

bhad not beene,the Lord had often defttoied the Ifrae-
lites whileshey wandered and wauered in the wilder-
nes. For[icobs fake the Lord increafed the flocks of
Labi,For Iofephs fake he bleffed the affaites of Podi-
‘Phar; For Paules {ake hee faued all them that fuffered
thipwracke at Miletum. Euenfo alfo he¢ blefled the
houfe Obed-edomi,becaufe theark was kept therein
&t this day giueth greateft - peace to thofe coun®
tries,wherc his Goﬁnfi‘s promoted, Let the Atheiftes
think if there were none that feared God, they fhould
uickely be condemned, let the drunkards kowe, if
te-were not fome temperate perfons, their bodieg
thould bee quickly confumed, Ictthe conetotts wree-
chesaffure themfelues, if there were notfome tiberall
men, their owace goodes would turbic to their death
let the profaners of Sabbaothes reméber, thatif therd
were fiat lome fanétificrs thereof, thrir delightfulva.
pities would long 2 goe hane wrought their forrowfut
deftinies, lexthe conteatious plaintifes bee certified,
that if there were not fome peaceable Chriftians 2+
mong them, their wealth had long agoe beene waf-
ted for theprayers of the faithfull are ke the walled
Citties agamftthe rage of the enemies,ter leeepe the
venpeidce of the Ldrdg;&fxlling vponvs:asthe bloud
of the Lamb fpottedvppon the pofiesof the Ifraclites
hotifes caufed the Angelito paffe by them, when all
the ficft botne in Egipt were flajne, euen fo the bloud
ofthe Lamb of God, which isdhed inthe hearses of
the Godly,makezh higmefiengers of death o departe

14226°
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fiom our countrey and kingdorhe. 1f thete were not
ey 77,7, ATEmRantamong vs that are in league with the Lord
that dayly ate the hearers-of his worde,the befecchers
forhis mercie,and as the ambaBadoures of peacet
diffwade him from puifhing our contempt of' hit
word with cofidemation, 6uf abute of his credtarey
jnto pining famine, ouf wantonefle -and -peuce imts
lamentable.warees , our riotous tiges dnto farraind
gaptiitie,and: our pampered bodics'to ‘the fzaghd
terof the fwgrde. You, twen ‘you, that blafphemnds
the name of God, if there were'not- 2 number ‘thae
reprooue your abhominations , the heauens would
- raigne downz ftones to feucnge your 26
toungues: you,cuco you that {pend the abboaths in
dapncing and playing,if there were not 2 corpsay
thatrefraine your pollutions, you had bene s of
fromyont pleafure with fome: fearefull death,beed
/§ore you had pafied thefc many daics of fecurity Ao
eucn you, that thinke the preacHing of the Glol
Jike dtcaoice off gne that fingeth, whereusto you
owe npanoxe obedience; then . cac ferujcet if therd
‘were Rt fempant that heard the.worde of Porery
r}lich thoybeleiiicis able to fauc their foulesyyowhsi
cenc amany yaresfince fuffering the rewardief.
mpionsipfidehity: What ftaicth the Losd fromisom™
ming toiudgemeit, bt the faithfull andele€bcom=!
_ pany: whatkeepeth you in yout poflefsions, eaen
pewgsand lands,but the poore: Saintés of God, whe
avc hardely admitted tothe rables of your: {erwantes;
wha preycthfot the increafeof your weahh; thapfon
. ipgkigeof yout hues, the feedingrof your baties,and
the. continnance of yout hoboniry bat thefe defpifed
B <tfons whobatie cnitred 2 corenant for yout dayly
k . y/elfarew’idmhcking»af"h'eammum&'. creh, . TRy

ty A

are dhie flocke for whofe fikeyon-hatic the. wooll .10/
¢lojshiyou;annd yourmi!kcmﬁae’écynﬂ;;hﬂ bee'tho

Pees férwhofefake yonenio¥ the bomy for your ds+
Eghe,: and the hony-combe farthe pheafuve of youts
Ricates they ate the birdes;owhichhade fbniﬂaﬂrg

. yourpalizcts.add boufcs-af 7k for e gefene vt
% ' : your
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-your weakenefle, they are the oxen thatbring your
- corne to your barnes, and your ftore into yoar gar
ners, they are the beafts , “that beare you out of the
. daagers in {afetie, and-dcliver your lines from
-trouble, Finully, thetcisnotanviurer, but hee hath
his money for theit fake, there isnot a Gentlemad,
-bat hee bath his lands for their fake ‘there is not
a Prince but hee hath his Crowne for their fake:
there is not a.rich mad, but hee hath his- wealth
" fortheirfake, there is not a minifter, but hee prea-
cherh for theirfake, and there thould be no peace,
profperitic, or plentie, if it were not for them, for
the Angelles are their feruants, the earth is their
Jmaintegance, and heauen is their inhetitance.
bee affured therefore beloued, if rightedns Lot goe
out 6f Sodome, 6r godly Noah ifito his Arke, then
fire will fall from heauen, and the depths will
opent their fountaines of water to burne and de-
froy the world : even (o if the Lord take uway the
righteous from among vs;then,euen then prefemly,
fhall follow the defiriftion of our countrey,theécon-
fuming of our kingdome , the canfufion of the world,
and'the condemning of the reprobate, and: there-
fore Iet vs make much of them, in whom we fce any
hope of religion ; forthey are the right heyres bf the
world;and youthat hauc theirlands are but duerfeets
df their fathers teftaments, and therfore thall giue an
accaiit of their poflefions to them when they come
tpage, & beanfwerable for cuery farthing which you
fpent notyponthem, " o
- Secondly, ancther caufe of their genealpgies,, or
fecitall of generations in“the Seripture, js for the
Chronologies or noting of feuerall rimes, whetéin
eucry-worthie thing'was’ done, and how the world

e wicked liue of o many godleffe nven, and choo-
fing but one family among all the world, with whom
he would eftablifh his ‘couenant : for this coufe it
the genealogie of Adam; we réade how lénE hee and
‘euery one¢ b(g* his children lived, tothewe how leng

-

s:c’w inyeeres, andthe mercic of God in’ fparing
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the Lord fuffesed the wicked before hee broughrthe

Houd, and inwhat age of the ‘world the fame ouer-
fowed,which by the geficalogies there fevdowp, ap-
careth to bein the yeere of the world ons thonfand,
fixc hundred fiftic and fixgswhen Noah was fixe hua-
dred yeeres old. Againe, weereadein the gencslogic
of Sem,by thefupputation of the yeares thereinmen-
tioned, haw long afterthe flond, Abrabamwaseal- -
Jed from his coyntrey, and seceined the conenans of
[pramife, concerning the incarpation of Tefus Chrifl,
aod the faluapon of the worlda The fame may be faid
of the oftegrepetitign of the age of Abraham, asat
his calling, at the time of his circamcifion,at the birth
of Izaack;and at his death, which giueth a great light
10 cugry parpofthe feripture,for theseby the oceafions
afmany, excellent hiftotics ase taken, the darkeft pla-
cesare.opened., thefaithfull gre confirmed, and the
Churgh of God inftruéted of her age,and her continu,
ance,of hermembers, and hes condition,, which is
fubiet 1o many and often changes. Somcsimesher
rie is ‘greater,as in the fixkage fometinees leffer,as

 in Abrahamstime,fometimesafflicted,as the eltare off

Tacob ip Egypt, and all his chijdren teftificth : fame.
times withoue any knowne and publike minifferie,

.. oroffices,as ill Aarons davgs,fometithes withouzan

Pkl e
_avinthe d_xc\sc@f;thc Tudges, wherein thefe pesfons
ly

éiu’illmbqﬁ:iz::\goucmmwg , ‘as i thedmeof a

nmes without peace in perfecution,
_peerenamed,lined, and fometmein moft lquri.fhinﬁ
eflate s vnder Dauid,Salomon,Afa, Tofiah, “and fuc
like. By the which we gathes,thatj¢ neuer ftandethin
oneftay, but cither inreafesh or decrealeth, ebbeth
orflaweth, ofeth or falkth,, waxeth or wayncth:
therefare hercin Iyeth the great comfert of the godly

cuénin thefe trqublefome dayes(byt yetthebeft that
euerare to bee looked for inthis carth ) wheeein they,
fec the anncicat to depire, and pew menin thein
roome,one generation commeth,and anothez gocthy
sniquitie adnaunved, coldnes in religionembraced,

. difimulasion and hipocrific maintained,, waszes and,

perfens

—
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perfecuti6 threatncd to the Gofpell : tchifmes defeu-
ded,errors imiented, the world blinded, the teath de--
- clined,godlines defaced,and the Church of God dif-
- quicted, witha thoufand greater calamitics, this all
¢ fathers fuffered before vs, and this we theirchil-
dren inuft alfo abide,onely herein letvs reioyce, that
we fhal beaccounted worthy to fuffer for Chrift, and
thatoyr nanks are written i the kingdome of hea-

uen,

Thirdly a6d laftly. chewefpeciall caufe of this gene.
alogie,& of all the fathers and childsen of Abraham
in orc kindred, was for to fhew the naturall difcent of
Chrift from Adam , and fo forth vnto the Virgine
(Marrfot feeing he was to be incarnated it behooned
that his parentage fhould bee defcribed from the be-:
ginning of the world : for this caufc Luke the Euan-

gliﬁ gathered togither the feuerall deferiptions of al Lac. 3.23,

e gencalogyes perraining to Chrift, throughout all
the whole feriptre,as aneteffatic ground of the Go-
~ fpel,to declarethe kindred of our Sauiour From the
beginnifig ofthe world, wherof thefe perfons menti-
anedin this place are apart, from whence hee tooke
- them into hisnnmber, '
* Now leaftany manfhould thinke thatthe birth of -

Chrift fioutd be obfcure, and the taking vpponhim -

the flefh of mankind, ‘fhonld bee incertaine, as welk
to comuince all errors that arofe about his himani-
fie, astoteftific the nobilitie of his birth, andwor-
thihefle of his parcrtage, the perfons of whom he de-
fended,are in many bookeés of the feripure feuerally
named, and not without great commendation. For
this famuly of Chrift had many and fpeciall blefsings, .
which werethe armes of the fame , by which it was
diftinguifhed ffom all other.In Adam it had this pro-
mife,that the feede ofthe woman fhouldbreake the
ferpents head,meaning, chit Chrift which thould bee
~ berne ofa woman, fhould ouetcome the force of the
diucll. Tn Noah it had this promife, that the coue+

GedtSe

fane oqud thoyld be eflabiithed with him and bie 3en. 9.9+ '
fecde, incanidg thag his promile which hee had'made -

~

wto -
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vnto Adam; fhould be performed in his’ pofteritie, -
whichiwas fortae comming of Chrit. This promife
wasrénewed vnto Abraham, vnto Ifaack, and vnte .
A Tacob, and:motft plainely vnto Iudah, the third fonne
/Ger:29.10 of Tacab,who was the father and grandfather of this
Phares; thot the Tribe fhall not depart from Iu-
dab, nor the law-giver from. betweene his. feete, .
Pz vntill Shiloh come; and the pegple fhall -be gathered .
*"" voro him : and againe vn}:gamd he fwore, thatthe.
fruit of hisbody fhould fitte vpon his Throne, both
.y Which promifes or prophefies, refpe&t the commi?
andahe raigne of Chrilt. By this then wee firft: f all
gather the {cope of the-whole fcripture, namely, that
aboue all otherit refpeéteth Jefus Chrift the Sonne
ofGod, and Sauiour of the world, the Prince of peace,
the mightie King, and the great Counfellour, For -
.. . - this caufehe himfclfe fpeakethto the Iewes, Search
Toh.$.29. the feriptures, for inthem you thinke to haue eter-
. nall lite,apd they are they that tefiific of mee, A--
Ioh.20. 37 i.z‘einc; Iohn{peaketh in‘th end of the Gofpel , .that
Scripture was written that.we might belecucin
A&,18.28.Chrift. And wereade that Apollos did mightily con- -
found the Tewes, proouing by the fcriprares that
Luci2 422+ [efus wis Chrift, But mioft -cuident and pliine is
* 10 464 thar ofthe Difciples going to Emaus, and Iefuso-:
ucrtaking-them %y, the way, itis fayde, thathe be~
ganat Moyfesand all thzfréphets, fhewing them,
that . Chnft ought fo to fuffer, " and that redemption
and remiffién of finnes, might be preached in his
: nameto all the world. By the which it'is moft
N eafic tobe gathered, and ‘doth neceflurilie folow,.
, that the fumme, drift, and fcope of the feriprure,: .
dependeth vpon Chrift. Firlt, becaufe all the eod-
ly that arc named therein, weit cithier his. Fathers,
* according to_the flefh, or elfe the fingulsr types.
- B refiguring his perfon; fuch was Melkchizedecke, To«
-~ 2\ feph, Movfes,and all theiudges. Samuel,and the Pro<
. phets, which although they were not of his’ datu-.
- ralllinage, (Melchifedeck excepted) yes they did:
‘moft liuely reprefent him, Moyfcs and.the.Jydgey:
S : ¥}
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in chis that asthey delucred the people from carthly |
captiuity fo fhould he redeeme themrom euerlafling
calamitic, Samuel and the Prophets inhis, thatas
they,inftructed the fews in the Jaw of the Lodd, which
_was giucn to Moyles, fo Chrift fhould put his
dn the inward parts of the Church, and teachth

the Gofpcl: of truth , their redemption wrought by :
himfelfe, the law of righteonfnes , the wordes of o~

xernall hfeAaron and his fellowes in this, that asthey
{acrificed for the finnes of the people with bullocks &
beafts, and (prinkled the bloud with hyfop for their
owward-cleanfing, fo Chrift facrificcth his owne
body,and clenfeth from finne, through the {prinkling
athisowne bloud. Dauid and the Kings in this,
that as they ruled the people by theis temporall
lawes, conquering thir encmies, and giuing them
reltand worldly honour, fo Chatt §oth faigne

“with the fpirituall law .of his word, triumphing o~

aser hell, death, and {(athan, leading captiuitie cap-
tiue, afcending vp on high, receiuing gifts for men,
deliyering his . Church from their  aduerfaric. the
Diuell, beltowing vpponthem fpirituall. peace and
dibertie, giuing them the honours of his Minifte-

. #ie, Word, and Sacraments, in this life prefcot, and

Crowaes of "gloricinthe lifeto conie. Thusif we
dooke ¥pon theiudges, they fhew vs our redempti~
on. If wee looke vppon the Kings, they fhew vs
out luluation. If weelooke vppon the Prophets,they
fhew vs our inftrudion, 1f we lookevpon the Priefts,

“they fhew vsour reconciliation, and if we look vppen
*the very names of the fathers of Chriit, which arc de-

dcribed: inthe old Teftament , they teach vé thatour

namgs are alfo defcribediin heauen, &thisisthe pro-

fite we.-reapeby the generation or genealogic of the

faithfullto confirme vnto vs. the true humanitic.of

our Sawiour, . » R

.+ -$0 that kercin moft. liuely - appeareth the dignis

‘ti¢-of the Scriptures, and the maicftic of Chrift, one

suymally lookiog on anxther, as. _xl’ae Sunne dott
e ’ \!“

¥ s

.‘../.' ) -

R



304 . The Rewatd of Religion. -
"+ the ftatres, and the ftarres the funue, for as the excele
Iency of the funnc appearcth by the glory of the ftars,

mjfeft by the feriptures, to whom hee giueth credite:
On the other fide,as the glory of the ftarre is magni-
fied;hecaufe itisthelight of thefunne, {6 thécreé itof

" the feriptures is exalted,becaufe they concérn thé Soif
-of God. Ifthedoings of earthly mé be but painted in

fomepamphlets, tragedies,or books of chtonicles,we .
account them famous;becanfe their aGions arecom- -

.+ mended to.print, what fhall we then (ay of the Son of

- ‘God, whofeworks excellthe worthieft gnecrprifes of

.allthe world tpgither , and are récorded by the holy

. Ghoft,the efern sl God of :mtlr,daroua%iom.a! the fa-
S . "¢red books of hiis eternall word,farre abotic the credit
e of worldly commendations,is nothis maiefty incom-.
parable? gq we buy the hooks of carthly mensdeui-
{es, to reade dhicfained and doubsfull aduentures of
Princes long firice in their graues, & fhal we fuffer this

" booke of the heauenly firatagems of our Sauiour lie
afleepe in the thops?: Comparetheir worthines togis
sher,you thal find the difference as great,asisbetween

thedarke. They ouercame fome worldly Princes,but
he ouercame.the - Prince of the whole world : the
throuoh s multitude of cartlly fouldiers,but hethrogl
himfelf alone,an infitlit niiber of infernal powers:they
inuented politicke lawes™for their pcaceable gouern«
ment,buthe giucth {ritaall precepes, and ruleth by
them the harts of hen Rim@lfe;they haduhe heads of
many noble perfons vncoucred af theit prefence, but
“hehath the tongues & knees of all them in heauen, ia
<carth,& vnder the earth,bowing vatdhim,yea,thean-
_ gels do him reuerence;for he istheirhexd:they prepa-
- rednames.of thips to cut the feas;byghce could com=-

thé:they had their glory in gold.fluer,precious floney

and foft aip:rral. but he being gn earth,had his ¢dun=
enaneeli brightnes of the:fun, 8 his garmense

‘m~;ﬁf > PN

to whé it giuedshight,fo the maizftic of Chrift is ma- |

thefight ofthe fun, & alittlerotten wood pliftering in™

mand the waters to bearehim vp whé be walked vpon |

¢ the-t
white as th?{ighi: they could digge in the %t:
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