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Research Aims and Questions  
Gain a national understanding of older people’s 

homelessness in Australia   and  

Inform prevention strategies by drawing on  

Interventions undertaken across Australia   

 

 What are the circumstances surrounding older Australians that put 

them at risk of homelessness for the first time?  

 How do pathways into homelessness differ across Australia? 

 What intervention strategies assist older people experiencing a 

housing crisis to achieve stable accommodation? 

 What policy and practice initiatives would strengthen Australia’s 

prevention capacity? 

 



Context  

 Increasingly recognised as a significant issue 

 

 Growing awareness of ageing of the population 

 

 Pioneering work of organisations providing services 

to older homeless people  

 

 Australian research providing fresh understanding  



Extent – Older homelessness in 
Australia  

Table 1: Number and proportion of older homeless persons, 

2006 -2011. 

Age  2006 2011 

  no. % 
Rate per 10,000 

of the 
population 

no. % 
Rate per 10,000 

of the 
population 

55–64 6,950 8 31.7 8,649 8 34.6 

65–74 3,560 4 25.9 4,174 4 25.7 

75 and over 1,951 2 15.4 2,028 2 14.6 

Total over 55 
years 12,461 14 14,851 14 

Source: ABS, 2011 Census of Population and Housing: Estimating Homelessness, 2049.0 



Marginal Housing  

2001 2006 2011 

no. % no. % no. % 

Persons Living in Other 
Crowded Dwellings 2,803 6 2,702 6 4,041 7 

Persons in Other 
Improvised Dwellings 920 18 1846 24 1173 26 

Persons who are Marginally 
Housed in Caravan Parks 4,869 25 4782 38 5695 44 

Table 2. Number and percentage of older people, 55 years + 

 living in Other Marginal Housing 2001, 2006, 2011. 

Source: ABS, 2011 Census of Population and Housing: Estimating Homelessness, 2049.0. 



And Private Rental  

Year  Number % 

2006 235,348 9 

2011 336,174 11 

Table 3. Older people in private rental, 2006–2011. 

Source: Customised table from ABS TableBuilder 2006 and 2011.  

Counting: Persons Place of enumeration.  



Australian research  
Understanding homelessness in later life –  

 First time Crane & Warnes 2005  McFerran 2010, Westmore &  

Mallett 2011, Batterham et al 2013 

    long periods of stable employment and housing; in 

later life significant health problems, relationship crises 

and loss of accommodation - insufficient resources to 

maintain independent housing. 

 Long term Rota-Bartelink & Lipmann 2007  

    life circumstances include alcohol abuse, physical &      

mental health problems, depression, gambling, 

premature ageing 

Similar patterns internationally - Crane and Warnes 2010; Shinn 

et al. 2007; McDonald et al. 2007 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Also older people renting  

 living alone in private rental accommodation + 

insecure tenure   

 where rent is costly relative to their income + 

have a fixed low income, few reserves 

  adequately housed for most of their lives - never 

attained or dropped out of home ownership (Judd et al 

2004, McFerran 2010, Faulkner 2009, Fielder 2010, Morris et al 2008,Yates et 

al 2007) 

 significant numbers of older private renters live in  

inadequate, unsuitable dwellings, and are fearful of 

eviction or unaffordable rent increases (Jones et al 2007; 

Morris 2009; 2009a).  



Mixed Method Study  

work, patterns and anomalies in their clients and their circumstances.   The process of 

the research and rationale for the use of mixed methods is detailed in turn.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 1: Process of design, data collection and analysis 

 

Partnership with  

Data-mining (quantitative 

and qualitative data)  
Liaison with 

ACHA agencies 

to assist in 

designing the 

study Interviews (qualitative data) 

Qualitative and 

Quantitative data sets 

analysed separately 

and concurrently   

Data integrated 

in the findings 

chapters  

1. Data-mining – 561 client records – demographic 

 information, critical housing incident, living circumstances, 

 housing history, health, tenure, interventions – across Australia 

2. Semi-structured interviews with 20 ACHA 

 workers, managers and stakeholders 



Summary of Findings: Pathways  

Three pathways into homelessness for older 

Australians :  

1. People with conventional housing histories 

2. People that had experienced long-term exclusion 

3. People transient housing histories  

 
Table 4: Pathways into homelessness Table 1: Pathways into homelessness 

 Frequency Percentage 

Conventional housing history 385 68.6 

Ongoing housing disruption 128 22.8 

Transient housing history  48 8.6 

Total n 561 100.0 

 



History of Conventional Links to 
Housing  (focus)  

Table 5: Conventional housing history by gender  

 n 

 

Male 

% 

Female 

% 

Notice to Vacate 75 50.6 49.4 

Unaffordable 70 45.7 54.3 

Inaccessible  69 58.0 42.0 

Unable to live with family 76 38.2 61.8 

Relationship breakdown 34 50.0 50.0 

Other  61 50.8 49.2 

Total n 385 187 198 

 



Older people with ongoing housing 
disruption  
 
 
Table 6: Living circumstances of older people with 
ongoing housing disruption  

 n 

 

Ongoing housing disruption  

% 

Boarding house, rooming house, 

substandard caravan park. 

67 52.3 

Sleeping rough, moving around, 

couch surfing 

61 47.7 

Total n 128 100 

 



Transient lives 
 
 
 Table 7: Transient pathway 

 Frequency Percentage 

Moving within Australia 19 39.6 

Moving between Australia and overseas 17 35.4 

Moving for work, housesitting  12 25.0 

Total  48 100.0 

 



Summary of Findings: Interventions 

Holistic assessment  
1. Client profile and needs include 

housing, health, supports, coping 

capacity, culture, personal 

characteristics, functioning 

2. How does the client view the 

problem? 

3. Social arrangements 

All within local context - availability of 

affordable housing, community care, 

health care, and environment.   

Cultural factors.   

  

 

 

 

 

Integral 

elements  

Relationship 

with client   

Time  

Conventional 

links to 

housing  

Continuous 

housing 

disruption 

Transient 

lives  

Pathways  



Independent  

 

or  

 

Independent 

with 

community 

care and 

support  

High care 

and 

support 

needs  

Maintain 

residency 

Seek housing  

Residential 

aged care 
(Specialist, 

Mainstream)  

-Negotiate with landlord 

-Advocate client needs 

-Seek modifications   

-Community 

housing incl. ILU 

-Public housing – 

priority listing   

-Private Rental 

incl. flats, caravan 

parks 

To facilitate 

wellbeing  
-Short or medium 

term monitor 

-Assist with moving  

-Assist with 

furniture white 

goods 

-Community aged 

care,  

- Support , MOW, 

-Financial 

counselling,  

-Respite, 

-Mental health 

outreach,  

-Family 

reunification   

 

 

 

Continued  



Summary of Findings: Interventions 2 

 Facilitated by:  

Policy Integration  

 Housing & Homelessness & Community Aged Care  

 Facilitates client centred and flexible nature of intervention  

 Recognition of specialist knowledge  

Service Integration across formal and 

informal sectors  

Affordable Accessible Housing – an issue 
 

Distinctive service model linking homelessness & ageing sectors 

with wider community sector – exemplifies contemporary 

homelessness prevention paradigm – but small, under-resourced 
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