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l:ﬂ'.'d'E HHDW'IHE THA.T ﬁl-l.-
THE THINGS I HAVE SEEN,
ALL THE THINGS I ONCE
THOUGSHT UNBELIEVABLE...
ARE TRUE.

ABUSED, WHO MEANT
ONLY TO HELF ME.

STEPHEN...
IS THERE
SOMETHING
YOU WISH TO
SAY T

I'VE SFENT MY WHOLE LIFE
CHASING WHAT I THOWSHT
MATTERED, WITHOUT
UNDERSTANDING THAT I WAS
SO IN LOVE WITH THE SOLP
THAT COVERED THE BARS SO T
OF MY LIFE THAT I PIPN'T '.n. CAGE AM A FOOL
CARE THAT I WAS LIVING ~c uiv SWN TWICE

IN A CASE. MAKING. OVER.

CLEA POUBTS
THAT I'M THE ONE
YOU'NE BEEN LOOKING
FOR, AND I SHARE THOSE
COUBTS. T ONLY
KNOW== -=T ONLY
" KNOW THAT T CAN'T
UN-SEE WHAT I‘VE . YOU SAID
SEEN, CAN'T PRETEND EALLD GBIV
I DON'T ENOW WHAT % fﬂ'"”.ff"g #L,'_i,'—' E”;:'EIEEJ?EE A
. I KNOW NOW i S
o - - HEALER ASAIN, TS HELF PESPLE.
TO HAVE SOMETHING CLEAN TO
FIGHT FOR. I PON'T KNOW IF I'M
UP TO THIS, IF I'M DOING THE
RIGHT THING OR NOT, T JUST
\ KNOW THAT I HAVE TO TRY.
. SO I'M ACCEPTING YOUR
OFFER.

YES. THAT
I AM A FOOL. I HAVE
ALWAYS BEEN A FOOL. I
WALKEPR IN PAYLIGHT AS
THOUSH IT FLOWEP NATURALLY
OUT OF THE UNIVERSE, WITHOUT
REALIZING THAT IT EXISTEDR ONLY
BECAUSE OF THE INTERCESSION
OF PECFLE WHO WEEE
FPETERMINER TO SEE IT
CONTINUE.

FEOFPLE
LIKE ¥OLU. AND
CLEA. AND
WONG,
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" TEACH
ME, ANCIENT

ONE.
T

TEIVE
WORDS,

FIVE FINSERS
ON EACH OF THE
HANDS THAT
BETRAYEDR ME.

FIVE KINDS OF
TRUTH, AS I
AM ONE DAY

TO LEAEN.

AND FIVE WEEKS

OF SHEER HELL

THAT FOLLOWED
THAT MIGSHT.
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THOUSHT EISHT YEARS |
OF MED SCHOOL WOULD
HAVE PREPPED ME FOR
HOW TO CRAM.
W
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EVERY TIME I TURN A |]
PASE I'M TEERIFIED
I'LL BREAK IT.

AT 4 il

- ALL THE OTHEK! == Sal
"Z. 'I'-I'l'..' ~% 1 . o .._1‘..1.,.1 . T s
IN THEIR COMPANY. ESPECIALLY BARON
MORDD, WHO SEEMS A NATURAL. I
THINK HE ENVIES THE AMOUNT OF
TIME THE ANCIENT ONE SIVES ME, NOT
] UNDERSTANDING THAT THE SLOWEST
STURPENT REQUIRES THE MOST ATTENTION.
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: ays T'M 'S
I PFEEL SLOW... SORRY, T RIEHI"IT._E-’?‘E{F'FHEH
SO STUPID.... DON'T SEE JUST TRY IT AGAIN.
ANYTHING, X SEE YOURSELF
BREATHING IN...
FEEL YOURSELF
EXHALE...

YOUR BORY 19 JUST A PROJECTION
OF YOUR MING...THE WAY A REFLECTEDR
RAY OF LIGHT ON THE WALL IS AN
EXTENSION OF THE CANDLE. GOINS
FROM HERE TO THERE IS5
AS SIMPLE--

"WHERE ARE
YOou, STEPHENF"

MI'MLIM
FLYING!™

"I PIP NOT ASK WHAT
YOU WERE POING, T
ASKER WHERE ¥OU ARE."

o g o ¥ g 8 £ 5
o L A . g .
A NN e et T g e T o
.= - St B 3 W g g .

-------

LS g !

e l l I I




"L SEE MY PARENTS...
MY BROTHER, PAVE...
AND MY SISTER,
RACHEL...L MISS
THEM SO MUCH, I--"

"GO TO THEM,
STEPHEN. TALK

TS THEM."

“WiLL THEY
HEAR ME?"

"I KNOW I HAVEN'T ALWAYS
BEEN THERE FOR YOU, T
KNOW I'VE BEEN WRAFPFEPR
UF IN MY OWN SELF-PITY,
AND I'VE...I'VE NOT BEEN
SRACIOUS WHEN YOU'VE
BEEN KINP, BUT I'LL BE
HOME SOON, AND THEN--"

RACHEL? YOU...
YOU CAN HEAR
MET BUT I
THOUSHT--

"WHAT MATTERS
IS THE SAYING,

NOT THE HEARING.”

"HI MOM...PAD... S — L

DAVE...RACHEL... e T et YOU TO SIT

SOP, I'VE MISSED S BESIPE ME,
YOu SUys.” a7

NO...NOT TALKING TO
ME, BUT SOMEONE
ELSE...BUT WHO
WouLp--

I WOULDPN'T
WANT TO BE
ANYWHERE
ELSE.



I'M JUST
SORRY I'M LATE.
IT'S BEEN VERY
BuUsY AT THE
CLINIC.

AS
STEFPHEN'S
OLPEST FRIEND,
¥OoU ARE ALWaAYS
b, WELCOME [N OQUE

\ N

_———
e
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s LEAVE HER
ALONE! PON'T
TOUCH HER! RACHEL.,
LISTEN TO ME,
HE'S NOT WHAT
HE SEEMS!

COME BACK, STEPHEN...COME BACK....




~ DPEVYON...

HE WaS WITH
MY PAERENTS! THEY
CON'T ENOW WHAT

HE IS, WHAT HE

IT IS
OHLY A POSSIBLE

REALITY, STEFHEN,
NOT THIS REALITY.

NOT YET.

THE TRUE POWER IS ¥YOURS,
TO ALLOW [N, OR KEEFP OUT.

WHAT HAFFENS TO ANY OF

s IS BEITHEE INVITER INTO TRUE POWER...

« OUR LIVES OR SENT _ |5 THE POWER TO W

~___ AWAY. _ [ CHOOSE WISELY.

ANDP THAT YOuU
ALEEADY
POSSESS.

YOU ARE LIKE THE MAN WHO
SITS ON THE SIPE OF THE
ROAD, BEGSING FOR PENNIES,
WITHOUT REALIZING THAT
HE'S SITTING ON A BOX
OF SOLP.

EVERYTHING
¥OuU NEEDR IS
ALREADRY AROUND
YOU AND WITHIN

Yo,

7T HAVE
T8 60 TO
THEM.

" YOU'RE
NOT
READY.

UNFORTUNATELY,
SOMETIMES WHAT
WE WANT TO PO
ISN'T THE RISGHT
~THING TO PO,

COUR ENEMIES CANNOT TOUCH

YOU PIRECTLY, CANNOT ENTER
HERE BECAUSE OF THE FORCES
THAT PROTECT THIS FLACE. SO
THEY COME AT YOU THROUSH

WHAT YOU LOVE.

THEY oMLY
HAVE AS MUCH
FOWER OVER YoOU
AS ¥YOU WILL
ALLOW,

IF THAT'S &0, THEN WHY
IS EVERYTHING THAT COMES
NATURALLY TO FEOFLE LIKE

YOU COME
FREOM THE WORL[P
OF WESTERN THOUSHT,
MORDPD FROM THE WORLDP
OF EASTEREN THOUSHT.
i YOUR SOUL IS RISIP, MAPE
UP OF STRAIGHT LINES. HIS
SOUL IS FLEXIBLE, IT
HAS NO STRAIGHT

LINES.
NOT MAKE HIM
THE INHERITOR
OF ¥OUR
WORK?




PO NOT FEAR, STEFHENM.
YOU WILL LEARN, YOU HAVE
THE SKILLS. YOU LACK ONLY

THE CONFIPENCE TO USE THEM,
AND THE TIME TO EXFLORE
YOUR TALENT.

UNFORTUNATELY., ™
I'M NOT THE ONLY ¥
ONE WHO SEES YOUR
FOTENTIAL.

BECAUSE THAT PUTS THE ENEMY
THERE AT THE MOMENTS OF
TRANSITION. HAVE YOU HAD HE.. g

SUCH MOMENTS? e "it"lvas
D MY BEST FRIEND
\ SINCE WE WERE

e

W --WAIT A
MINUTE...IT'S
ALL STARTING
. TO FIT--

BECAUSE
SOMETIMES THERE
I= A TIME AND A PLACE
FOR STRAISGHT LINES...
BECAUSE THERE ARE
SOME FORCES BEFORE
WHICH WE SHOULD
NOT BEND.

AND WHEMN
THE NISHT-WINE
COMES, MORDPO,

L FEAR...WILL
BENE.

SUR ENEMY KNOWS

ALL TOO WELL WHAT
1 YOU ARE CAFABLE

OF BECOMING. THAT
h 1S WHY HE SENT

ONE I SHOULD BE
MOST AFRAIDR

HE 1S5 ONLY
A FOOT SOLPIER IN QUR
ENEMY'S ARMY...BUT EVEN A SOLPIER
CAN PO GREAT HARM, ESPECIALLY IF HE




"HE WAS THERE THE NISHT
FREOFESSOR MILIUVS PIER...
WHICH STARTEP ME BLAMING
MYSELF FOR WHAT HAFFENED.

HOW
COULP T HAVE
BEEN SO
BLIND?
T THINK
YOU CAN PO
ANYTHING YOU WANT,
AND IF THAT MEANS TAKING
ON THE WHOLE OF THE
HEAVENLY HOST, YOU'RE
JUST THE MAN TO
po IT. _ ; BECAUSE
: Y YOU ONLY BELIEVED
WHAT YOU SAW WITH
YOUR OWN EYES.
WE ARE NOW IN THE
PROCESS OF CHANGING 4
s THAT.I ONLY _d

"HE WAS RECRUITING ME...

THE WHOLE TIME I KNEW

HiM, HE WAS PRIVING ME

TOWARD HIS SIPE, AND
L PIPN'T REALIZE IT.®

"ANEP HE WAS THER
THPE NEI-.":':I-IThv."_.‘rF .-wE --L ONLY WISH I HAD
ACCIPENT...THE NIGHT MORE TIME. BUT LET'S
T LOST THE USE NOT TALK OF sUCH
OF MY HANDS. THINGS NOW, I AM
TIRER. THEY DON'T
CALL ME ANCIENT
FOR NOTHING,
YOU KNOW.,

. IT HAS
AND HE S
WAS THE ONE BEEN A 600D

e o PAY, WE HAVE
. WHO SAID ACCOMPLISHED
MUCH.

I'LL MISS YOU,
STEFHEN.

NOT SOINGS
ANYWHERE.
FOR A

MAN WHO HAS
JUST STARTER A LONG
J OURNEY, THAT'S
A VERY O THING
TO SAY ==




¥OU THINK,
BARON
MORDO?

COURSE NOT.
SO0F NIGHT
TO YOU,
THEN.

PO YOU REALLY
UNDERSTAND WHAT
o e L AT IT MEANS, TO BE
YOU ARE e R T R e THE ONE?
A FOOL, B b i M
STRANGE. B S i o B e - IT MEANS
. v e STANDING BETWEEN
THE FORCES OF
ok R 1 1 PARKNESS AND
g J - LIGHT. GLARPING

s

Matuenrw: i THE GATE...
, wemeien : h S POESN'T IT?
-; '\'.‘c : .._'\l'.'. A . "
3 Seesl WY el J MANY O
tg::.::hf: ' S "I HAVE THAT POWER.
corxddnoeed |0 == A MANY WHO CAN SERVE
Trearii] b » THAT CAUSE. BUT

/!
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e
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= ] T | s, THE CALL WHEN IT
R i ; T - ‘::GI.AEEI

TO BE THE ONE SIMPLY MEANS
THAT ¥YOU'RE THE ONLY OME
WHO SAIP YES, WHO HAS
AGSREED TO TAKE ON THE
BURLEN.

S0, YOU'RE
SAYING THAT
THE MAME STOOSE
was ALREADY 4

TAKEN?

LI'™M SAYING...
THAT WHEN ANOTHER
HAS THAT POWER,. HAS
WORKEDP AND SLAVEDP FOR
YEARS AND SAID YES
\, REFEATEPLY, ONLY TO BE
REJECTEP WITHOUT

IN SUCH
PECISIONS
ARE MORTAL
ENEMIES
o MAPE. -




YOUR
WORDPS HAVE
REACHEDR ME




I HAVE
COME BECAUSE
I WisH TO MAKE

A==

WE KENOW
WHAT HAS BROUSHT
YOU HERE, MORDPO. WE
HEAR THE WisH OF YOUR
MOST SECREET HEART...THE
FIRE OF YOUR RAGSE I=
TO Us AS A ROARING
TORRENT.

HAVE BEEN
MISJUPGEDR...
MISUSED.

THE AMCIENT
ONE FaILS TO
PERCEIVE YOU
FOR WHAT YOU HE HAS
ARE..WHAT YOU / spowN OLD AND
CAN PO. FOOLISH...SETTING
WEAKEE BY THE PAY,
S0 MUCH THAT EEASON
HaAS LEFT HiM,. HE SIVES
OVER TO A FOOL WHAT
SHOULED BE MINE BY
EISHT.

LET THE
OTHERS PO
WHAT THEY WISH...
I WILL NOT SERVE
HIM, WILL NOT
BOW POWN TO
HIM,

YES...
YOLu ARE
WISE IN

You HAVE
PEMONSTRATEDR
SREAT WISPOM

IN ALL OUR
CONVERSATIONS.

FOR WHAT
IS TO BE SAINED
BY CONTINUING
THIS WAR BETWEEN
US? NOTHING. IT
CANNOT BE
WON.

THE WORLDP
IS FLESH, THE
WORLD IS TRANSITORY.
THEIR CAUSES CHANGE
WITH THE MOMENT. SO00
ANP EVIL ARE MATTERS OF
PEFINITION, MALLEABLE
AND EPFHEMERAL AND
FICKLE. TOPAY'S ALLY
5 TOMORREOW'S

SHALL
WE WHO WALK
IN THE PARKNESS
o BETWEEN WORLDPS BE
' BOUND BY THEIR
LIMITATIONS?




HISTORY TURNS
ON MOMENTS. IF ¥OU
e HOT ACT SO0CN YOU WILL
BE MATCHELR STRENSTH FOR
STRENGSTH...ANL THE MOMENT
WILL BE LOST. YOU MUST
STRIKE HARD, NOW, TODRAY.
TAKE FREOM THE ANCIENT
ONE WHAT YOU
PESERVE.

THEN. ONCE

¥YOoU HAVE ACHIEVEDR
YOUR RIGHTFUL PLACE,
WE CAN WORK TOGETHER
TO ENP THIS STANP -OFF.

BECAUSE WE WANT
THE SAME THINGS. TO BE

STRONG. POWERPLUL.

UNCHALLENGED.

BUT IF L
FAIL...L WILL BE
ALONE., THE SANCTUM
IS PROTECTED BY WARDS
ANP SFELLS WHOSE
MYSTERIES T HAVE
NOT YET PISCOVERED.
YOU CANNOT
ENTER,

TAKE THIS
WITH ¥OU, AND USE
IT IF THEERE i= A NEED.
IT IS PART OF A LARSER
INCANTATION, BUT UNTIL
THE REST i SFOKEN, IT
WILL EEMAIN DORMANT ANDP
UNPETECTABLE. WHEN THE
INCANTATION BESING, B
THAT SENTENCE
WILL ENC WHERE
THIZ (5.

WHERE THIS
IS, T AM._




WHAT IS THE
HOUR?

W LaTE. B

FAR TOO |5
LATE. ’”

=

THERE A
~ wme \FPROBLEM?,

" MASTER.
( A GREAT
. PROBLEM.
., e

",

FOR FIVE YEARS, I HAVE
SERVED YOU WITHOUT
SUESTION.. ANP IN THAT
TIME YOU HAVE INSULTEDR
ME BY GIVING ME THE
MOST PEMEANING
TASKS==

THEY WERE
SIVEN TO ¥Oou
WITH A PURPOSE,
BUT TO ENCOURAGE
INTROSPECTION
AND HUMILITY.

YOU PROMISED ME
POWER. NOW GIVE
IT TS ME, I PROMISED
TO TEACH YOU.
LEARNING THE
TRUTH &IVES POWER.
IF ¥OU HAVE NOT
LEARNED, THEN THE
FALLT |5--

ENOLKEH!

REGARPLESS...

I HAVE SUFFEERED
THEM LONG ENOUGH.
THE ASCENSION OF
STRANGE IS THE
FINAL INSULT.

.. IE yOU
WILL NOT SIVE
WHAT I HAVE
EARNED...THEN
I SHALL TAKE
IT!




ARE A FOOL,

Rl BARON, IF YOU

BECAUSE I AM MOEE...
MUCH MORE...THAN ¥OU
WILL EVER KNOW OR
UNPERSTAND.




FROM
THIS HIGHT ON, ¥OU
WILL BE BANISHEDR...
YOUR PFOWER HALVEL.
IF ¥OLU ARE WISE, YOu
WILL STOF NOW. L
HAVE NO PESIRE TO
KILL ¥Ou.

THAT 15...MO5T
UNFORTUNATE...

«BECAUSE I
HAVE NO SUCH
HESITATION!




WE'VE BEEN
BREACHEL!

T WONG...

o WARN THE

DTHERS!
WE'VE BEEN
BEEACHELY!

£






IT IS
RIGHT THAT
YOU SHOULD END

KEEFP
SOINS: PON'T
SLOW DOWN! AND

== -::._w\‘h,'n'i‘-. o
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MORDO! S | DON'T
i . ¥ WORRY, CLEA.
v S THE | P . WHAT NEEDED TO

ANCIENT ONE? WE : _ ; 2]
HAVE TO GET g . 1 - » A BE DONE..HAS
vB T R S ._ = BEEN DONE. ./

WHAT...
WHAT ARE
¥YOU TALKING

ABoUT? 3 THE ANCIENT
- ONE HAS BEEN
SUPPLANTED BY A
GREATER AUTHORITY...
AND HIS POWER WILL
SHORTLY BE MINE TO
COMMAND.

-
STEFHEM, — -,

oOT 4 HE WILL ™
S ATk (ver ot oe)

WERE - THE ONLY ONE

IT'S ALL
RIGHT. LET HIM
COME TO HIS




HAND'S OF
2 "[\ BARON MORDO
¥\ AND THE DREADED

S DORMAMMU!




